
March 2020  F ishAlaskaMagazine.com  1

http://FishAlaskaMagazine.com


March 2020  F ishAlaskaMagazine.com  4746 F ishAlaskaMagazine.com  March 2020

|| RODS

KastKing Krome KRDCSTKR-
82HS2 Hot Shot Rod
kastking.com
As the name implies, this rod was designed 
for pulling plugs. Rated for 10- to 
20-pound-test line, it has a fast tip but 
surprising strength in the butt section, 
well suited for big steelhead and salmon. 
It can handle lead up to 3 ounces. We also 
used this rod for hover fishing eggs for 
Chinook, and although that’s not what it 
was designed for, it worked very well in 
this application. The fluorescent-orange 
color of the tip makes it easy to see how 
your plug is running. That orange tip also 
proved helpful in detecting the often very 
subtle bite while hover fishing. The value 
for the price of KastKing Krome rods 
continues to impress us.

Fish Alaska’s editors and staff test gear items every year, from the frigid months of 
winter through spring, summer and fall to determine the best of the best. We spent 
countless hours in 2019, testing products to determine which were ECA-worthy. Those 
that made the grade won Editors’ Choice Awards. This year’s categories are 
Rods; Reels; Tackle; Line; Field Accessories; Watercraft and Accessories; Waders; 
Wading Jackets and Boots; Apparel: Jackets and Pants; Apparel: Layering; Apparel: 
Accessories; Apparel: Footwear; Polarized Sunglasses; Kids’ Gear; Luggage, Packs 
and Cases; Camping; and Cooking. The items that won ECAs are items we’d be 
willing to take with us on our own trips, and we’re proud to endorse these items by 
giving them the coveted Fish Alaska 2020 Editors’ Choice Award. 
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|| RODS

|| REELS

KastKing Krome KKR-KR-2S9MD Medium 
Drifter Spinning Rod
kastking.com
This is a great rod for drift fishing, bobber fishing, chucking 
spinners, and bobber dogging for steelhead and silvers. It’s a 
fast-action, medium-light rod, and at 9’ long, it’s rated for 8- to 
12-pound-test line. It can handle weights of ⅜- to ¾-ounce, and 
it’s a very versatile stick. KastKing’s technique-specific Krome 
salmon and steelhead rods are a great match for Alaska fishing.

Daiwa Ardito Travel Rods
daiwa.com
These rods are well suited for traveling anglers heading 
to Alaska. We tested the ARDT763MHFB-TR and 
ARDT703MFS-TR on multiple trips to remote rivers in 2019. 
They fished well. The rods have a fast action (one is extra fast), 
are either 7’ or 7’6”, have a range of line-test-rating including 
4-15, 6-15, 8-17 and 10-20, and are all three-piece rods, so 
they fit easily in luggage or taken aboard as a carry on. Rods 
are responsive, components are quality, fit and finish is solid.

TFO Sea Hunter SHC 6640
tforods.com
We used this rod to jig for halibut, 
rockfish, and lingcod in Yakutat Bay 
and were very impressed. Its medium-
fast action is perfect for working metal, 
and the strong butt section allowed 
us to subdue halibut over 50 pounds. 
We paired the rod with an Okuma 
Metaloid 5 and KastKing KastPro 
65-pound-test braided line; it balanced 
well which made it comfortable to 
fish all day long. The high-density fore 
and rear grips are comfortable in the 
hand and the midnight-blue blank is 
sharp looking. This series of rods comes 
in several sizes of both spinning and 
casting models. 

Eagle Claw Featherlight Combo
eagleclaw.com
We tested the two-piece 5’6” Featherlight spinning combo, 
rated for 2- to 6-pound-test and lures up to ⅜-ounce. It sure is 
fun to fish for stocked trout with this rod! It’s a great starter rod 
for your kids and also one for the adults to use when needing 

to downsize gear to match their quarry. The fiberglass blank is durable, and the action has been 
updated for a faster response. The cork grip is comfortable in the hand and we found that the reel 
casts well, offers plenty of capacity for the 4-pound-test monofilament that we spooled on it, and 
provides plenty of drag. The combo comes in three sizes of rods: 5’6”, 6’0”, and 6’6”. One of the 
features we especially appreciated is the 15-inch ruler that is printed on the blank.

Redington Predator 
7100-4 Fly Rod
redington.com
This fast-action rod loads quickly 
for long casts. At 10 feet long, it 
also allows the caster to manage 
and mend line for precise drifts. 
We used it to roll cast to sockeye, 
where the 10-foot length 
allowed testers to easily cast 
and optimally control floating 
line through the drift. We also 
used it to throw streamers to 
coho, and enjoyed long, crisp 
casts and tight loops. Among 
other features, the rod boasts an 
anodized, machined-aluminum 
reel seat, making it usable in the 
saltwater. There are a wide range 
of models in the Predator lineup 
in addition to this 7-weight, 10-
foot, 4-piece model.

Cortland Competition MKII Fly Rod
cortlandline.com
This rod is available in 6-, 7- and 8-weight models; all are 
10 feet long. We tested the 7-weight. It is light, powerful, 
incorporates a fast action for throwing long, tight loops, 
and really throws line. We swung streamers and nymphed 
beads for ‘bows, stripped buggers to sea-run ‘cutts, and 
both stripped and swung wet-fly patterns to coho. We 
like the feel of the premium-grade Portuguese cork that is 
used for the handles, and the fighting butt adds comfort 
and leverage when fighting larger fish. Rods are built in 
four pieces and come with a sock and case. 

Pieroway Renegade 12’, 9-weight Fly Rod
aquaflies.com
Last year, the Pieroway Renegade 11’6” 8-weight two-hander 
won an Editors’ Choice Award based on its performances on 
big Alaska rainbows and steelhead. Like the 8-weight, the 12’ 
9-weight is a rod that easily performs Skagit casts to fishable 
distances, even with heavy sink tips and big flies. Jerry French 
designed the rods to be easy-to-cast fishing tools, and based 
on the two rods we’ve tested, he nailed it. Our resident swing 
junkie George Krumm used the 9-weight to swing for kings 
on the Naknek, and also for that river’s outsized rainbows. 
This rod had no trouble launching a 475-grain Commando 
head, 10 feet of T-17 or T-20 and a 5-inch fly. In fact, George 
only used three rods on the Naknek for rainbows this fall—
two of the Renegade 8-weights and the Renegade 9-weight. 
Furthermore, for most of his swing fishing he’s likely to have 
a Renegade in hand. That’s credible testimony on the quality 
of Pieroway Renegade two-handers. The overall action is 
medium-fast, smooth, with quick recovery which aids in tight 
loops and accuracy. The composite cork handles are just the right diameter and length, and the 
overall finish is impeccable. This rod is well-suited for small-to-medium-sized kings, chums, 
steelhead and large rainbows. 

Echo King KING-9130 13’ 9-wt Fly Rod
echoflyfishing.com

The Echo King was designed specifically with king salmon 
in mind. George Krumm commented, “If you had to pick 

one rod to swing for kings, you wouldn’t be wrong to choose 
the Echo King.” He used the rod to swing for kings on 

the Naknek this summer. Paired with a 630-grain Airflow 
Skagit Compact G2 head and 10 feet of T-whatever, this 

rod has the guts to power big flies and sink tips a long ways, 
and the backbone to keep the heat on almost any Chinook 

you’re fortunate enough to hook. Though our tester used the 
9-weight, the King is also available in 10-weight and if you’re 

in a place where the likelihood of a 40-pound-plus king is 
highly possible, then the 10-weight would be a better choice. 
The King is moderately priced compared to the competition. 

George added that he doesn’t know of a better value in a two-
hander for the king swing game.  

G. Loomis E6X 
Salmon Mooching 
Rods E6X 1174-2C 
SAR GH and E6X 
1265-2C SAR GH
gloomis.com
These moderate-action 
mooching rods are light, 
soft in the tip, but with 
great power in the butt 
section. They’re made 
in medium-heavy to 
extra-heavy actions in lengths from 9’ to 10’6”. 
Our tester used the 9’9” medium-heavy rod rated 
for 10- to 30-pound-test line and the 10’6” heavy 
rod rated for 10- to 40-pound-test line. Although 
designed for mooching, he used these rods 
primarily for trolling herring and also 360 flashers 
with either spinners or Super Baits. This style of 
fishing requires the use of heavy leads, and these 
rods saw use with lead up to 16 ounces. He also 
used them for bobber fishing eggs for Chinook. 
Numerous kings and silvers were landed on them. 
Notably, these rods are lighter in hand than 
comparable rods from other manufacturers.  

Penn Fathom II Line Counter 
Reel FTHII30LWLCLH 
pennfishing.com
This is a big, stout, line-counter reel. 
With 30 pounds of drag and a line 
capacity of 605 yards of 65-pound-
test braid, there isn’t a salmon in the 
world this reel can’t handle. And if 
you happen to hook a 300-pound 
halibut while trolling for salmon 
off of the Bluffs, it won’t be the reel 

that causes you to lose it. The Fathom II 
line counters are made in smaller sizes, too, in both 

left and right-hand retrieve. Penn overengineered this 
reel to take the abuse of hardcore charter captains. The 

full-metal body provides rigidity to ensure gears stay in 
alignment even under extreme loads. The Fast Gear Access Side Plate 
makes maintenance a breeze. Our tester commented that if he was 
guiding salmon in saltwater and the Kenai full-time, the Fathom II 
line counters would be the reel he put on his rods. He added that 
the size 30 is overkill for salmon; the size 15 or 20 would be better 
choices. He plans to use the 30 for halibut next year.

Quantum Energy 
Series EN30SPT 
Spinning Reel 
quantumfishing.com
We used this spinning 
reel to catch many hard-
fighting coho in 2019. 
It performed admirably. 
It combines many solid 
features including: one-
piece aluminum frame 
and a total weight of nine 
ounces, 5.2:1 gear ratio, 
8+1 bearing system, 31 

inches of line retrieve per handle turn, max drag of 18 pounds 
and a line capacity of 220 yards of 20-pound-test braid. 

Penn Fathom 
FTH25NLDLH
pennfishing.com
Like all reels in the Penn 
Fathom line, this is a heavy-
duty reel. The Fathom Lever 
Drag reels were engineered 
for use with superlines and 
are most well-suited to jigging 
and bottomfishing. The spools 
are narrow in width but deep, 
and the larger circumference 
offers fast retrieves compared 

to reels with wider but shallower spools. The Fathom 25 LD has 33 pounds 
of max drag, enough for any fish that swims in Alaska. With a line capacity 
of 395 yards of 65-pound-test braid, this reel can probably hold 300 yards 
or so of 80-pound-test. That drag and line capacity is plenty for Alaska’s 
biggest bottomfish, all in a compact, tough package. 

Quantum Accurist S3 
quantumfishing.com
Lightweight, with a smooth and 
adequate drag system, this reel 
was put through its paces catching 
salmon and trout in 2019. We tested 
model ATB100HPT. It casts well, 
incorporates a Continuous Anti-
Reverse feature, weighs a mere 7.8 
ounces and can house 170 yards 
of 30-pound-test braided line. It 
worked well both casting hardware 
and pulling plugs. 
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KastKing Speed Demon 3000 
Spinning Reel KRLSPNSD-
S30BK
kastking.com
We primarily cast spoons and spinners 
with this reel to coho salmon in 2019. 
Landing white-hot fish to 12 pounds, 
this reel put up with hours and hours of 
drag abuse by irate silvers. It performed 
nicely. We tested the size 3000 reel, 
which provided an impressive 25 pounds 

of drag from its carbon-disc drag system. The spool is braid-ready, which we 
find to be a helpful feature, and it houses 130 yards of 12-pound-test mono or 
220 yards of 30-pound-test braid. Putting line back on the spool after a long 
run is easy, due to the 37.1 inches-per-handle-turn specification. This reel also 
comes in one smaller and two larger sizes. 

KastKing Speed Demon Pro 
Baitcasting Reel
kastking.com
The first thing we noticed is that this 
carbon-body reel is extremely light 
and at 6.5 ounces, it balances nicely 
with today’s lightweight rods. It is 
equipped with a lightning-fast 9.3:1 
gear ratio, which helped when fighting 
hot coho on the Tsiu River. Our testers 
commented that they appreciated the magnetic brake system 
which eliminates the “professional overrun” that sometimes 
happens with baitcasting reels, and that the reel handle is very 
comfortable to use. With a max drag of 13.2 pounds and a 
capacity of 160 yards of 12-pound-test mono or 160 yards of 
50-pound-test braid, consider this for a coho or steelhead reel. 
It’s available in either left- or right-hand retrieve.

Redington GRANDE 7/8/9 Fly Reel 
redington.com

The GRANDE is a machined, fully-anodized, high-performance fly 
reel. It features Redington’s very capable SUPER-TORQUE drag 
system, making it as tough as it is visually appealing. It has more 

drag capability than most of us will ever use in Alaska. It also has an 
oversized palming rim to assist in slowing fish down at lower drag 

settings. Our tester used this reel to swing for king salmon with an 
Echo King two-hander. With a 4.1” diameter, this large-arbor reel 

picks up line fast and it can hold 200 yards of 30-pound-test Dacron 
backing, plus running line and a short Skagit head. This reel is a 

great match for single-hand and two-hand rods from 7- to 9-weight. 
It’s a great match for all salmon, large rainbow trout and steelhead.

Shimano Tekota 
TEK501HG LC Line 
Counter Reel 
fish.shimano.com
The new, upgraded Shimano 
Tekota line-counter reel is a 
compact, reliable saltwater 
or heavy freshwater salmon 
reel. Shimano finally got on the bandwagon and now produces 
their Tekota line counter in both left- and right-hand retrieve. 
Whether trolling in the salt for silvers or kings, or backtrolling a 
large river, the Tekota line-counter is right at home. We used this 
reel in both scenarios and it proved itself utterly reliable. Some 
of the time, we used it to pull 360 flashers with up to 20 ounces 
of lead. Braided-line capacity is 240 yards of 65-pound-test 
PowerPro, or 330 yards of 50-pound-test PowerPro. It features 
24 pounds of maximum drag, much more than we’re likely to 
use, even for king salmon. With its power handle, it has no 
trouble with this kind of load, nor with a number 50 Jet Diver 
and K-16 Kwikfish. The line-counter has proven reliable despite 
the kind of abuse our tester inflicted upon it. Based on this year’s 
performance, he expects years of reliable use from this reel.

Hardy HEB050 Reel Bouglé 4i 
Heritage  
hardyfishing.com
The first rendition of the Hardy Bouglé fly 
reel was made in 1903. This latest version, the 
Bouglé 4i Heritage, carries on the tradition. It’s 
unique in appearance with its hand-polished, 
deep-anodized “pearl silver” finish and its 
rolling pillar. It’s machined out of bar-stock 
aluminum and is the kind of reel you’ll want 
to pass on to the kids or grandkids. It has a 
reversible click check for easy conversion from 
right- to left-hand retrieve, and the range of the 
check is fairly wide. The check is also loud; your 
fishing buddies will know it when that 30-plus-
inch ‘bow you just hooked races downstream. 
We used this reel with two-handed rods 
from 12- to 13 feet long, primarily for large 
rainbows and steelhead. It has a huge backing 
capacity and since it’s not a large-arbor reel, 
we recommend you put a lot of backing on it. 
With a Skagit head and running line, 200 yards 
of 30-pound-test Dacron should be about right. 

|| REELS

|| TACKLE

Silver Horde Coho Killer, Herring 
Aide Pattern  
silverhorde.com
The Coho Killer has been one of our go-to trolling 
lures for coho and kings for a long time. The action 
and shape of the lure really cause these species to 
attack. On a recent day spent trolling in lower Cook 
Inlet, the coho and Chinook were plum full of 
needlefish and you could really see firsthand how the 

Coho Killer closely resembled the size and shape of this common baitfish. No wonder it 
worked so well that day, as well as on another productive day on the west side of Kodiak 
trolling for feeder kings. The new Herring Aide pattern makes this lure even more effective. 
Salmon rarely throw the hook when they bite this spoon, and they are efficient and highly 
effective. Our usual plan is to start by trolling Coho Killers on half the boat and hoochies on 
the other half, all on downriggers, to see which the salmon want more. 

Eagle Claw Trokar Pro-V Octopus Hook TK2VR  
trokar.com
We can’t say enough good things about this hook! Surgically 
sharpened for immediate penetration, strong and resilient so 
that the hook remains sharp and in shape after landing 
countless salmon, and designed to hook and hold. 
The hook point is offset from the shaft, making it 
easier for the point to penetrate. The shape of the 
hook provides optimal hook gap, again to allow 
for a higher bite-to-hookup ratio, and the 
octopus shape greatly reduces the frequency 
of the hook being thrown. It comes in 
two colors—fresh red and platinum 
chrome—and many sizes ranging from 
1 to 9/0. 

Mepps Aglia Bait Series 
mepps.com
The Mepps Aglia spinner has accounted 
for many fish landed by anglers in Alaska. 
This new permutation adds a tail for 
additional movement and attraction. 
Blades feature uniquely airbrushed 
patterns and tails are two-tone and 
designed to mimic natural food sources. 
Anglers have the option to get the lure 
with or without the tail, and in both 

single- and treble-hook options. Six sizes and twelve colors make up the product line. In 
2019, we had good success catching silvers on this lure. 

Silver Horde #15 Micro Squid
silverhorde.com
We added these to a variety of spoons and spinners, as well as trolled 
them on their own, and they proved very effective in drawing strikes from 
Chinook and coho. We like the hot-pink model, and there are many great 
color choices including those in Ultra-Violet and Double Glow.

Luhr Jensen Cut 
Bait Head
rapala.com
This product was designed to allow 
an angler to insert a strip of baitfish 
like herring, pin it in the lure, and 
then troll the lure while achieving the 
correct rolling motion that indicates 
a wounded baitfish. We like them. 
They come in multiple colors and two 
per pack. They sport holographic, 3D 
eyes, which we think adds to the lure’s 
attraction. It’s generally our belief 
that lures and flies with eyes are 
often effective.

Eagle Claw Trokar Bead Hook TK30
trokar.com
This has been a great addition to our bead-fishing game this fall, and is 
now our go-to hook for presenting beads to rainbow trout, Dolly Varden, 
grayling and steelhead. It’s incredibly sharp, stout and made from medium 
wire so the hook penetrates but doesn’t deform. We like 
the short shank and wide gap that definitely helped us stick 
and land more fish, and there’s enough room on the shank 
to snell the hook, which we prefer when bead fishing. It’s 
available in four sizes—we most often used size 6 and 8—
and we plan on testing size 2 on steelhead this spring.

|| TACKLE

KastKing Kapstan 300 
Baitcaster
kastking.com
This is a versatile reel that we used to 
fish for freshwater salmon, and then took it 
out in the saltwater to fish for a range of medium-sized 
bottomfish. It’s large capacity—230 yards of 50-pound-test braid—
makes it a viable option for deep jigging to rockfish, lingcod and halibut. 
Thirty-five pounds of drag make it possible to stop all but the biggest 
of bottom dwellers. The graphite frame is burly, yet light, so weight is 
minimized and it balances nicely on lighter rods. The handle is large and 
comfortable, which we find indispensable when battling big fish. High-
performance, stainless-steel ball bearings and an anti-reverse bearing 
promote smooth casting and performance. 
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Blue Fox Vibrax Chaser 
rapala.com
Combining the proven fish-catching capabilities 
of the iconic Vibrax with a realistic soft bait is sure 
to make predatory fish in Alaska’s freshwater take 
notice. The lure is available in six styles and two 
sizes. We used it in 2019 to land silver salmon on 
the Tsiu River. 

Dardevle 
Spoons by 
Eppinger
dardevle.com
New colors were 
introduced to the 
iconic Dardevle 
lineup last year 
and we put a few 
of them to work 
hauling coho 

salmon out of several rivers. We especially like 
the Pearl Clown and Chartreuse Black models, 
and primarily cast the ¾-ounce model. We have 
caught many types of fish on Eppinger lures over 
the years and these new colors deserve a spot in 
your spoon box.

Sampo Black Ball-Bearing 
Swivel with Corkscrew Snap
samposwivels.com
We used the size four in 2019 when 
tossing hardware to salmon, trout 
and char. They worked flawlessly. 
Our tester really likes the corkscrew 
snap. It’s fast and easy to change 
spinners, and the design adds strength 
to the snap, which is critical when 
15 pounds of coho is pinned to 
your spinner. Our tester stated that 
for anglers who struggle to open 
traditional snaps, then they should 

definitely add this swivel to their tackle arsenal.

Salamander Sinkers 
Gram Series Double 
Loop Sinker
salamandersinkers.com
We used this sinker to 
drift beads and flesh flies to trout and char in 2019. We like how 
it doesn’t snag in between rocks as easily as split shot. We used it 
primarily on spinning gear. Testers also reported using them on fly 
gear, and said they were effective, especially in places calling for shorter casts. 
We used the 4- and 5-gram models in flowing water and intend to try the 
smaller sizes during the next stillwater opportunity. 

Hot Spot 5.5 Apex Trolling Lure
hotspotlures.com
We tested the 5.5-inch Apex in pattern 
559G—Herring Aide, Glow-in-the-Dark—and 
it was awesome. Combining the fish-catching 
properties of the Apex with this pattern yielded 
piles of salmon; we trolled it on downriggers at 
2-3 knots. We’ve used the Apex in various sizes 
to catch rainbow trout, lake trout, coho salmon 

and king salmon, and it’s one of our favorites in the trolling tackle arsenal. This deadly lure 
comes rigged and ready to fish.

BnR Holey Worms 
bnrtackle.com
Holey Worms are made in 3.5” and 5” lengths 
and are most often associated with fishing for 
steelhead. They have a hole down the center of 
the worm, making rigging the worm straight 
an easy task. They can be rigged by threading 
onto a leader with an octopus hook, or onto a 
jig head such as BnR’s WormKeeper Jigs. They 
come in a variety of anadromous fish-catching 
colors. Fished on a jig head, they are effective for 
silvers and pinks when fished under a bobber, or 
when twitched. 

Aqua Flies Ultra Rig Kit, Round 
Eye - 33mm & 27mm
aquaflies.com
Jerry French designed the Ultra Rig Kit as 
an improvement to using plain superlines or 
wire for trailing-hook-style flies. Wire tends to 
kink, and when that happens, that fly is done. 
Superlines are too soft, and allow the hook 
to fall below the fly, or if hitched, to become 
fouled. The Ultra Rig uses a section of silicone 
tubing to fix the hook in just the right place. 
The tubing is really flexible, yet it protects the 
superline within and the hook can be oriented 
point up, point down, or to either side. The 
hooks that come with the kit are Aqua Talon 
octopus-style hooks which are very sharp, very 
strong and have a very small barb that is super 
easy to pinch down. George Krumm used 
the Ultra Rig Kit to tie flies for fall rainbow 
swinging on the Naknek. Most of the fish he 
caught this year were taken on flies tied with 
the Ultra Rig Kit, including a pair of huge 
’bows, one measuring 31.5 inches and the other 
taping 32.5 inches. Tying with the Ultra Rig 
Kit requires some preparation. However, the 
resulting flies are pretty much bullet proof, and 
the hook stays oriented correctly. If the hook 
twists out of alignment while playing a fish, it’s 
a simple, two-second task to reorient it. This 
prevents a lot of downtime. 

Mustad Inkvader 
Octopus Jig 
mustad-fishing.com
The Inkvader is a very 
realistic looking octopus 
imitation that can be 
rigged in a horizontal 
orientation or vertically. It 
can even squirt non-toxic 
ink from tablets which can 
be inserted into the head 
cavity. Each kit comes with 
10 ink tablets. It comes in 
three sizes, in 10 different 
weight configurations 
and nine colors. It comes 
pre-rigged with Mustad 
UltraPoint Duratin Assist 
hooks. We used a 4-ounce 
model and on the very first 
drop caught a nice ling. It 
is a great lure for lings, halibut and rockfish.

Aqua Flies 
Ultra Eyes 
aquaflies.com
Aqua Flies Ultra 
Eyes are the best 
solution we’ve 
found for putting 
eyes on prawn, 
shrimp or squid fly 
patterns. They’re 
hand-made at the 

Aqua Flies factory and the quality is 
high. They come 12 to a package and 
are available in six different colors.

|| TACKLE
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P-Line Hi Speed 
Rolling 
Treble Swivels  
p-line.com
These swivels spin well 
and are available in a wide range 
of sizes to accommodate trolling 
situations targeting a variety of 
species from salmon and trout in 
the Great Land to blue water pelagic 
species. They are made from black 
anodized brass. We suggest keeping 
a stock of sizes 5, 7 and 10, useful 
when trolling for salmon, especially 
when using flashers.  

Panther Martin 
WillowStrike 
Regular Spinner
panthermartin.com
The WillowStrike Regular 
features a willow blade 
mounted through the 
blade on the shaft, 
producing a spinner with 
a fast spinning action that 
also spins well in slow 
currents and shallow water. 
The lure creates a sonic 

vibration that causes predatory fish, like salmon, 
to strike. It is available in several colors and 
multiple sizes, and features either gold- or silver-
plated blades that maximize the spinner’s flash. 
We fished it a number of ways: on the drift with 
just enough retrieve to keep the blade moving, 
on the swing with a little faster blade rotation as 
the spinner comes tight, and at full-speed blade 
rotation on the retrieve. All three techniques 
yielded coho on this fishy lure last fall.

Kodiak Custom Socko Loco 
Sockeye Fly Rigs
kodiakcustom.com
These rigs are ready to fish right out of the 
package, and we used them successfully to land 
sockeye on the Kenai River in 2019. The rig 
comes with a three-way swivel, with one end 
attached to a duo-lock snap, and the other to a 
5.5-foot, 30-pound-test leader attached to a fly. 

Simply tie the 
swivel onto your 
mainline and 
attach a weight 
to the snap and 
you are ready to 
floss. The rig is 
available in several 
fly colors. 

Fish Field Dynasty Jigs Mini
fishfield.com
We used these lures to vertically jig for rockfish 
in 2019 and landed many nice black rockfish 
on the lure. We used the 1-ounce size and 
swapped out the factory treble for a 3/0 Eagle 

Claw Trokar 
Pro-V Octopus 
Hook. There are 
many good fish-
catching patterns 
and we like the 
glow-in-the-dark 
variety, especially 
when fishing 
deep.

|| TACKLE || LINE
P-Line SS 
Fluorocarbon 
Leader 
p-line.com
This leader material is 
tough, and takes the 
abuse that we doled 
out fishing with it 
for salmon in rocky 
and wood-laden rivers in Alaska in 2019. It’s 
nearly invisible underwater, which gave us an 
edge, particularly when fishing in the super-
clear and low conditions of the Tsiu River, 
similar to what many anglers faced across 
Alaska in 2019. We are able to tie good knots 
with it, and it comes in pound-tests from 6 to 
40, in 100-yard spools. 

KastKing 
KastPro Braided 
Fishing Line 
kastking.com
KastPro is another great product from KastKing. 
It’s available in five different colors in 6- to 
80-pound-test (10 sizes) and comes on 300-yard 
spools. The spool is biodegradable. KastPro 
is a 4-carrier Spectra braid, perhaps the most 
abrasion resistant of braided-line configurations. 
It has a special coating that penetrates the fibers 
to ensure color retention and improve abrasion 
resistance. KastKing claims KastPro has the 
thinnest possible diameters per rated breaking 
strength in a 4-strand braided fishing line. 
One tester used 65-pound-test in yellow for a 
multitude of salmon-fishing techniques. Another 
tester reported using 65- and 80-pound-test, 
in the color coastal blue, and said it is tough, 
casts very well, packs on the reel nicely, doesn’t 
stretch and doesn’t tip wrap when casting. Most 
braids are of great quality these days; KastPro 
performed as well as any of them, at almost half 
the price. 

Berkley FireLine Ultra 8 
Carrier Line 
berkley-fishing.com
While it seems like a tough proposition to 
improve the original FireLine, Berkeley claims 
FireLine Ultra 8 Carrier is four times more 
abrasion resistant and casts 10% farther than 
the original FireLine. It’s still a fused superline, 
but made with eight carriers instead of four, 
providing the advantages mentioned and 
resulting in a rounder, smoother line. We used 

this line in 
14-pound-test 
for steelhead 
and coho for 
bobber and 
bait, bobber 
and jig, and 
bobber dogging 
presentations. 
It’s a winner!
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Rio Products 
Technical Trout 
Series Fly Line
rioproducts.com
We tested the DT6F 
when fishing for rainbows, 
grayling and char in 
Bristol Bay in 2019. Using 
small dries and nymphs, 
we were able to reach out 
pretty far, and still lay the 
flies down softly on the 
water’s surface, thanks to 
the weight distribution 
and front taper design of 
this double-taper line. 

Cortland 
Competition 
Series Slow 
Intermediate WF 
6/7 Fly Line
cortlandline.com
With a sink rate of one-
inch-per-second, this 
line allows you to start 

at the surface and slowly work through the water 
column for more natural presentations. The same 
slow sink rate allows you to fish slow retrieves in 
shallower water than other intermediate lines that 
typically sink at 1.5- to 2 inches per second. This 
is one of our go-to lines for casting and retrieving 
buggers in stillwater. It has 55 feet of running 
line, 5 feet of back taper, and a 50-foot tip and is 
available in 5/6, 6/7 or 7/8 options.
PowerPro Super 
8 Slick V2
powerpro.com
PowerPro Super 8 Slick 
V2 is a very smooth, 
8-carrier Spectra line 
that reduces friction 
through the rod guides 
providing longer casts. 
This smooth finish also makes it noticeably quieter 
than some of the other superlines on the market. 
It’s available in tests from 10- to 80-pound-
test and five different colors. Our tester used 
65-pound-test in moss green for salmon trolling 
and it performed well in this situation.

OPST Commando Groove 
Intermediate Skagit Head, 375 grain
opskagit.com
We tested the 375-grain Commando Groove 
using a Pieroway Renegade 8-weight switch rod. 
Designed by one of the true pioneers of Skagit 
casting, Ed Ward, the Groove features the same 
taper as the original floating Commando head. 
However, the Groove is a dual-density head 
with the rear third floating and the remainder 
intermediate sinking. This intermediate portion 
sinks below the faster surface currents, allowing 

the line to swing 
slower and a little 
deeper. Available 
in sizes from 200 
grains to 475 grains. 
Note: you will want 
to use a Commando 
Groove head that 
is 25 grains lighter 
than the regular 
Commando head 
you normally use on 
your rod.

|| LINE || FIELD ACCESSORIES

Spyderco Genzow HatchetHawk 
spyderco.com
Razor sharp, light in the hand, comfortable, and 
formidable, we found this to be a very handy 
camp tool for splitting rounds, chopping up 
branches, and pounding tent stakes. It holds an 
edge and is well designed. The hammer head also 
allows you to pound onto it to more easily split 
stubborn rounds, adding wedge, in addition to 
hatchet and hammer, to the list of tools that it 
provides. The head is drop forged from 5160 
tool steel and heat treated; the result is a tough 
and dependable tool. The handle is comprised 
of a rigid aluminum inner core beneath a 
polypropylene-plastic, injection-molded outer 
layer. When not in use, the HatchetHawk is 
housed in a handcrafted heavy-leather sheath 
with a snap-fastened leather strap. A loop on the 
back of the sheath allows convenient belt carry, 
while grommets in the sheath body will accept a 
cord or strap for over-the-shoulder carry.

Spyderco Endura 4 TI  
Damascus—PlainEdge
spyderco.com
Stunningly beautiful and wickedly sharp, 
this folder is a beauty and a beast. Like all of 
Spyderco’s products, we are enamored with 

the design, 
function, 
usability and 
performance 
of this knife. 
The blade is 
made from 
D.P.S. 15, 
which is a 
blade material 
which consists 

of VG-10 stainless steel sandwiched between two 
outer layers of Damascus steel. Each Damascus 
layer is comprised of 15 layers of forge-welded 
steel which is patterned and etched. In sum, the 
blade is made from 31 layers. The result is an 
awesome, eye-catching knife. The handle scales 
are made from 6AL-4V titanium, and the knife 
is assembled with stainless-steel parts including 
back spacer, liner tube, hardware and clip. Clip 
configuration allows for left- or right-side, tip-up 
or tip-down carry. 

Plussino Fishing Line Spooler 
Spooling Station
myplusinno.com 
We have been looking 
for a portable line-
spooling system and 
this is a decent choice. 
It allows you to put 
tension on the line 
spool, which is critical 
when piling braided 
line onto your reel. 
It’s lightweight and 
compact, so it’s easy to 
travel with it. The clamp 
system allows you to 
attach it to most surfaces. If you are looking for  
a unit for personal use, this isn’t a bad choice. 

http://FishAlaskaMagazine.com
http://FishAlaskaMagazine.com
http://rioproducts.com
http://cortlandline.com
http://powerpro.com
http://opskagit.com
http://spyderco.com
http://spyderco.com
http://myplusinno.com
https://www.northcountrycharters.com/
https://www.mantusmarine.com/
https://belugalakelodging.com/
https://mangearalaska.com/
https://www.spyderco.com/


March 2020  F ishAlaskaMagazine.com  5756 F ishAlaskaMagazine.com  March 2020

Donnmar Checkpoint 
880 Titanium Pliers
donnmarpliers.com
We were very impressed with these pliers. 
They are made from titanium, making 
them light, strong, and corrosion proof. 
They incorporate tungsten-carbide blades 
for cutting line including braid, and the 
blades are replaceable. The Santoprene 
rubber grips are molded into the handles 
and they are comfortable. They feature 
an internal spring, which makes it easy to 
operate them with one hand. These are 
the type of pliers that you buy once and 
use for a lifetime. 

|| FIELD ACCESSORIES

KastKing 
Cuttthroat 7” 
Stainless Steel 
Pliers
kastking.com
These pliers are hard 
to beat for the price, 

like all KastKing products. They’re made of 420 
stainless steel and feature tungsten-carbide cutters, 
crimping slots, holes to insert a hook to pull knots 
tight, and rubber grips. The cutters will cut both 
monofilament and braided lines. They’re suitable 
for fresh or saltwater use. The come with a sheath 
and lanyard to help keep you from dropping them 
into the water. There is a standard needle-nose 
version and one with a split-ring nose. They’re a 
high-quality piece of equipment that have found a 
permanent place in our tester’s boat. 

Yeti Tundra 35 Hard Cooler
yeti.com
At roughly 16” high by 16” wide and 21.5” long, this cooler is a versatile size for travel, 
camping and as a bait cooler, which is what we used it as for testing purposes. Our bait coolers 
endure a lot of use and abuse, and the Tundra will take this sort of abuse for years. It may be 
the last bait cooler our tester ever needs. It holds ice better than any similarly sized cooler our 
tester has ever used. It also has a drain hole—many coolers in this size range don’t—and tie 
down slots on the upper sides to secure it to your boat, trailer or truck bed. The Bearfoot non-
slip feet prevent it from sliding around your boat or truck. It is not light at 20 pounds, but that 
weight is the cost you pay for durability and ice-retention performance.

KastKing Braid 
Scissors with 
Lanyard and Sheath
kastking.com 
These scissors are the best 
braid cutters in our ample 
supply of cutting tools! 
Testers don’t head to the 
water without them. They 
are compact, comfortable 
and come with both a 
sheath and a lanyard. The 
super-sharp blades are 

made from 3CR13 Japanese 420 stainless steel. 
The frame is made from lightweight and tough 
polypropylene, and the finger slots feature a nonslip 
TPR coating. Well done KastKing!

Rural Energy Solar Charger 
13W, Camouflage 
ruralenergy.com
We found this to be a great solution to 
allow us to recharge our portable devices 
like cell phone, laptop, GPS, etc. It 
recharges 5V batteries through the two 

external USB 
connections. 
It only weighs 
one pound, 
which makes 
it extremely 
portable, and it 
has an ultra-high 
conversion rate 
of sunlight into 
power (22%). 
It can charge 
devices at up to 
1% per minute. 

We like the book-style design, magnetic 
closures and built-in stand. 

Knives of Alaska Fisherman’s Combo 
knivesofalaska.com
We used this set to take apart many salmon in 
2019. The two-knife set is comprised of the 
Coho and Steelheader. We used the Coho to 
fillet Chinook, coho, and sockeye salmon and the 
Steelheader to remove rib bones. They hold an edge 
amazingly well and are comfortable in the hand. 
The Suregrip handle material allows the user to 
maintain knife control even when hands are bloody 
and slimy. Both knives feature full-tang handle 
construction and a lanyard hole. The set comes with 
a lined Cordura nylon sheath.
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All Good SPF 30 
Sport Mineral 
Sunscreen Lotion
allgoodproducts.com 
This lotion provides 
excellent protection from 
the sun, and carries an 
80-minute water-resistant 
rating. The active ingredient is non-nano zinc, and 
the formula includes a variety of natural ingredients 
to protect and repair damaged skin. We find that 
this type of zinc-based sun protection wards off 

sunburn in even the most hostile sun conditions, important to 
remember for the midnight sun days of Alaska’s summer.

Weego 66.1 Jump Starting 
Power Pack
myweego.com 
This multi-function tool is a portable power 
pack that allows you to jump start your vehicle; 
recharge phones, tablets, GPS’s and laptops; 
powers 12V accessories; and functions as a 
600-lumen flashlight that will run for up 
to 30 hours. It’s easy to use and comes with 
instructions. The jump-start function has 
multiple safety features built in including anti-
spark, reverse-polarity recognition, overheating 
and power-surge protection.

|| FIELD ACCESSORIES

|| WATERCRAFT AND ACCESSORIES
Beckman BN2634C 
Coated Net
beckmanfishingnets.com 
This is a good all-around net for landing a 
range of species in Alaska including rainbow 
and lake trout, Dolly Varden and Arctic char, 
Arctic grayling, northern pike, sheefish, burbot, 
and all species of salmon except large Chinook. 
The hoop is 26 inches wide, 34 inches long and the 
net has a bag depth of 32 inches. The coated-nylon 
basket is easy on fish, and resists hook tangles. Testers 
commented that the hoop is well-built and rigid. This 
net features Beckman’s Quick-Connect Channel which 
allows you to rapidly connect and disconnect the handle. 
When buying this net, you have the option of a range of handles to 
choose from. Handle options include the H6 which is 6 feet long, 
the H43 which extends from 4- to 7 feet and the H63 which extends 
from 6- to 9 feet.

Beckman BN1116C-7 
Landing Net
beckmanfishingnets.com 
This fixed-handle net is well 
suited for average-sized 
trout, char and grayling 
and would be a good one 
to take out in your float 
tube, or when wading. 
We like that the PVC bag 
resists hooks from tangling 
in the net material. It’s also 
gentle on the fish. It’s got 
an 11-inch width, 16-inch 
length and is 12 inches 
deep. It’s a manageable size 

for your young anglers to use. An additional feature that our testers 
like is the lanyard built into the handle.

Aire Outcast Striker
alaskaraftandkayak.com 
This is a great, versatile boat for 
two anglers who want to float 
and fish. It’s small enough to fit 
in the back of your pickup to go 
fish popular road system floats like the upper 
Kenai, Willow Creek or the Kasilof River, and compact enough to fit in a float plane for 
a remote float down any number of amazing rivers across Alaska. Weighing in at 102 
pounds, we’d venture that two guys could carry this boat into a number of productive 
lakes, and maybe even portage and paddle it on one of the Southcentral lake chains like 
Swan or Nancy. It’s 9.5 feet long, 5 feet wide, and has 16-inch tubes. It sports a self-
bailing floor, inflatable lean bar, and can accept a motor. You can get this boat, many 
other inflatable boats, and Clackacraft drift boats, at Alaska Raft and Kayak in Anchorage. 

Garmin Rino 750
garmin.com

This unit is great! One of the best features of this 
2-way radio/GPS navigator is the 

ability to see the location of the 
other people who are using Rinos 

on the same channel, and this works 
through all models of Rinos, so 
older Rinos can see newer ones. 

Garmin continues to add features 
to their units, and there are way too 
many to mention. Choose the ones 

that you use most and customize 
your home screen with icons for 

those applications. Next time you 
go on a remote trip in Alaska, we’d 

recommend that each member 
carries one of these units and then 

you’ll be able to see each other’s 
location, as well as talk to each other 

on the unit’s radio. 

Plano Guide Series V-Crate
planomolding.com 
We found this to be a very useful 
tool on our Sea Eagle FishSkiff 16, 
which is a 16-foot inflatable skiff. 
The crate incorporates a variety of 
storage compartments to allow you 
to transport assorted gear items as 
well as tackle. The top compartment 
is open and is large enough to fit 
reels, water bottles, tools, etc. The 
bottom compartment is waterproof 
and also provides ample storage. 
At the front of the crate, four 
Stowaway utility boxes slide into 
receiver slots, thereby giving you tons of tackle storage that is easily 
accessible. The side rail system allows you to attach rod holders and 
other accessories. 

Frabill Steelhead & 
Salmon Wade Net

frabill.com
Finally, a net in which a 30” fish easily 
fits, but without a long handle which 

makes carrying it while wading or 
stashing it on a float tube doable. The 
hoop is 23” long by 19” wide and the 

bag is 16” deep. The netting is small 
mesh, coated nylon which is easy on 

fish and in general, doesn’t snag hooks 
as readily as an uncoated net does. The 
8” handle is rubber coated and easy to 

grip wet or dry.

Fish Fighter Products Bolt On 
Bow Chocks
fishfighterproducts.com 
Those who regularly fish on anchor know 
how useful bow chocks can be. Fish 
Fighter’s Bow Chocks are easy to use and 
an elegant solution for those who like 

to fish on anchor. Fish 
Fighter is always striving 
to make a better mouse 

trap, and their Bow Chocks 
reflect that philosophy. They 

are CNC machined out 
of marine-grade billet 
aluminum and the result 
is a strong, compact, 
clean design that will last 
as long as you own your 
boat. The Bolt On Bow 
Chocks feature ⅜-inch 

stainless-steel bolts 
and washers. Each 
bow chock has a 
structural rating of 
2000 pounds, but 
keep in mind the 
actual strength will be 
limited by the surface 
on which the bow 
chock is mounted. 
Weld-on versions are 
available as well.

Fish Fighter Products Tackle Tender
fishfighterproducts.com 
The Tackle Tender is a multi-use product designed to hold 
your rod while underway, along with your sinker, flasher and 
bait. It can hold both Pro-Troll style flashers and triangle 
flashers. The bait tray is big enough to easily store a green 
label herring, and the sinker holder can hold cannonball 
weights from 5- to 24 ounces. The Tackle Tender can be 
bolted to any Cannon, Scotty, or Folbe rod holder. They are 
made of marine-grade aluminum and King Starboard marine 
plastic. These handy devices make it easy for temporarily 
stowing gear to run back up to the beginning of your trolling 
or backtrolling path. In the age of long rods and lengthy 
terminal tackle setups, the Tackle Tender will make your life 
easier. Available in left-side and right-side models.

Fish Fighter Products Large Fillet 
Table—Quick Release System (QRS)
fishfighterproducts.com 
At 38” by 13”, this portable fillet table is big enough 
for most of the salmon we land. These dimensions 
also make it perfect for two Fillet Away Fish Cleaning 
Mats to keep your catch from sliding around. It’s 
made of marine-grade aluminum. It has drain holes 
in the back corners, and a subtle lip on the front to 
prevent blood and slime from dripping into your 
boat. It can also be used to hold a portable barbeque, 
as a tackle prep station, or many other uses. The 
back stop folds down, as do the legs, so that it can be 
stored more easily. Our tester stored his in the large 
fish box of his sled when not in use. The table can 
be attached to the boat a number of different ways. 
We recommend you call them if you don’t already 
have Fish Fighter Products sliding rail system on your 
boat; you may need to buy their Gunnel Rail Sliders 
to attach the fillet table.

|| WATERCRAFT AND ACCESSORIES

Norvise Magnum Hubs
nor-vise.com

Norvise Magnum Hubs are bigger, thus 40% heavier than standard hubs, and they spin a little 
longer and with more momentum than the standard hubs. Our tester has used these for the past 
several months and comments he doubts he will go back to the standard hubs. All three Norvise 

jaw configurations will fit in Magnum Hubs. 
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|| WADERS, WADING JACKETS AND BOOTS
Korkers DarkHorse Wading Boot
korkers.com 
The DarkHorse is representative of Korkers’ 
continued efforts to take customer feedback 
seriously. These boots provide sneaker-like 
comfort yet are very durable. The Korkers interchangeable OmniTrax 
sole system makes these boots more versatile than those which have 
a built-in sole. The DarkHorse has a beefed up OmniTrax peg—part 

of the boot that occasionally failed in earlier boots. The 
drainage holes in the footbed really help lighten the boot 
when you step out of the water. The DarkHorse is offered 

with two different sole packages: Felt and Kling-On 
soles, or Kling-On and studded Kling-On soles. (Keep 

in mind, we can’t use felt soles in Alaska). The 
BOA M2 lacing system is really convenient. 
It sure is nice to be able to slip the boots 
on, twist the BOA knob a few times 
and not have to deal with wet, abrasive, 

sometimes frozen laces. Great wading boots! 

Patagonia Women’s River 
Salt Jacket
patagonia.com 
We put this jacket through the paces in 
2019 and it came out on top. It’s made 
with Patagonia’s 4-layer waterproof and 
breathable H2No fabric, which served 
to keep our tester dry. Melissa Norris 
had this to say: “I wore this jacket on 
the Situk, Kanektok, and Agulowok 
rivers and beyond in 2019 and stayed 
dry throughout. I appreciate the design 
of the jacket, including the front 
zippered pockets, adjustable hood, and 
watertight cuffs.” The two-tone gray and 
purple coloration is eye-catching. 

Aquaz Dryzip Chest 
Wader
aquazfishing.com 
These waders are well 
designed, incorporating a 
100%-waterproof zipper, two 
water-tight chest pockets, two 
side hand-warmer pockets, two 
tool docks, integrated gravel 
guards, an elastic waist belt and 
adjustable suspender system. 
Our tester thought these waders 
are among the best he has ever 
worn. The lower body of the 
wader is made from four layers 
of AQUALEX, which provides 
protection from all that Alaska 
can dish out. This is the 
3rd generation of this 

wader and the continued improvement is 
evident. Many sizes are available. 

Simms Women’s G3 Guide Z 
Stockingfoot Waders
simmsfishing.com 
Like most Simms products, these waders 
perform well and kept our tester dry. The 
side zipper makes it easy to get them on 
and off. The high-waist conversion provides 
versatility with the ability to convert these 
into wading pants. Gore-Tex fabric insures 
breathability while keeping the wearer 
dry. Integrated gravel guards are a nice 
convenience.  

Redington Crosswater 
Youth Wader
redington.com 
Our youth tester, now 12 years old, 
finds these waders to be comfortable 
and easy to wear. The stocking feet 
provide warmth and cushioning; the 
DWR-coated material kept him dry 
without overheating on warm days. 
He likes how you can convert these 
waders to waist-high wading pants. 
The integrated gravel guards are 
convenient, as is the flip-out pocket. 
Our tester successfully paired these with 
Crosswater Youth Boots. 

Caddis Zippered Deluxe Plus 
Breathable Stockingfoot Wader
caddiswaders.com 
Our tester reported that this offering from 
Caddis is a great choice for wading in Alaska’s 
rivers. The zipper makes it easy to get the 
waders on and off and gives easy access 
to layers worn beneath the waders. This 
model is available in either stockingfoot 
or bootfoot models, features reinforced 
knees and seat, has two zippered 
accessory pockets, and showcases 
CaddisDry breathable technology. All 
seams are taped, glued and stitched. 
The waders come with a repair kit and 
wading belt; they are available in sizes S 
to XXL. 
Chota Caney Fork 
Wading Boots
chotaoutdoorgear.com 
The first thing that our tester noted is that these boots are easy to put on, 
thanks to the QuickLace system, which allows you to tighten and loosen the 
laces quickly. They are also easy to take off due to the integrated “Kick-Off” 
plate. He also noted that they were comfortable to hike and wade in. Chota’s 
Dual Density ATX100 rubber outsole provides excellent traction over a range 
of surfaces and the system is designed to accept steel or carbide cleats for added 
traction. Versatility is intrinsic to the boot, as the EVA insole and ¼-inch EVA 
footbed liner are both removable to accommodate a range of sock-foot sizes, as 
well as give the user the option for wet wading without waders when conditions 
allow like they did during record heat waves in Alaska in 2019. Other features 
include a leather upper and micro-screen ports for drainage. 

Orvis Men’s Pro Wader
orvis.com

Our tester liked how easy it is to move in 
these waders and that they are tough and built 

from multiple layers of Cordura fabric shell. 
He commented that the neoprene booties are 

exceptionally comfortable and that the waders 
kept him dry throughout many nasty days on 
the river in 2019. He also likes the kangaroo-

style, hand-warmer pockets. 

|| APPAREL: JACKETS AND PANTS

Grundéns Women’s Neptune 
Jacket & Bib
grundens.com 
This waterproof set was well received by 
our female tester. She said that they kept 
her dry in some very wet conditions, 
allowed for good range of motion when 
fighting big fish on the saltwater, and 
are more comfortable to wear than most 
rain gear. We believe that every saltwater 
angler needs a set of Grundéns rain gear 
when fishing in Alaska.

Columbia PFG Tamiami Hurricane Jacket
columbia.com 
This jacket is lightweight, packable, breathable, and 
waterproof. The hood fits well over a ball cap, and the 
jacket kept our tester dry in some wet weather. The jacket 
features sealed seams, coated zippers and both sun and 
wind protection.

Grundéns Tourney Jacket 
and Bibs
grundens.com 
This set is lightweight and allows full 
range of movement, but it is also 
tough and waterproof, which are 
essential characteristics for success in 
Alaska’s saltwater. Features include 
multiple pockets, and an adjustable 
hood, hem, and cuffs on the jacket. 
The bibs include multiple pockets 
and a double-layered seat and knee. 
We think that the two-tone, blue-gray 
pattern is eye-catching, making this 
gear both functional and stylish.

Drift Creek Outdoors Tundra Tech 
Men’s Hooded Rain Jacket Style 

#7600
driftcreekoutdoors.com

We liked that this jacket is both windproof 
and waterproof, which came in handy during 
some foul-weather weeks in the fall of 2019, 
where testers were pulling on silvers in rivers 

like the Tsiu, Kenai and Kustatan. Ample 
pockets allow for essential storage. Features 

include waterproof zippers, a large hood with 
visor and 3-way adjustment, fleece-lined chin 

guard, adjustable cuffs with Velcro, and a 
draw cord at the bottom hem. 

Grundéns Women’s 
Weather Watch Jacket 
and Pants
grundens.com 
This set sports an adorable 
matching design for both 
jacket and pants. They feature 
quality reinforced stitching 
throughout, convenient pockets 
inside and out, and incorporate 
smart design elements like 
elastic in the hood and Velcro 
in the sleeves. Our tester felt 
warm and protected from the 
elements in the jacket and 
especially appreciated the 
high-quality adjustable belt 
and two zippered pockets and 
another snapping side pocket in 
the pants. She also stated that 
the Velcro and zippers at the 
bottom of the legs made it easy 
to get in and out of the pants 
with boots on. 

Simms ProDry Jacket and Bib
simmsfishing.com 
Fishing in Alaska often means fishing in the rain. If you’re in a boat, good rain gear is essential. 
The Simms ProDry Jacket and Bib are 25% lighter than their predecessors, making them more 
comfortable and also allowing them to pack down for easier storage when not in use. ProDry 
products use waterproof, breathable 3-layer Gore-Tex. The jacket has YKK water-resistant 
zippers; a 3-point adjustable, tuck-away Storm Hood; two zippered chest pockets; two hand-
warmer pockets; an oversized collar; and the Cohaesive cord management system at hood and 
hem. It’s available in three colors and six sizes. The bib is made of the same material, features 
YKK water-resistant zippers; 2-way, full-length leg zippers; two top-load thigh pockets with 
plier sleeves; one zippered chest pocket; two micro-fleece lined hand-warmer pockets; and an 
adjustable lower leg hem. The bib is available in two colors. Our tester said he was astonished 
at how light and comfortable the ProDry Jacket and Bib are, yet so waterproof.

Grundéns Women’s 
Nightwatch Jacket

grundens.com 
This jacket is beautiful, 

light, warm and 
comfortable —easily a jacket 

that has become a favorite 
and a go-to jacket for our 

tester. It is easy to layer 
under this jacket. It is great 
for spring, summer and fall 
in Alaska. The zippers and 
inside cell-phone pockets 

are well designed and 
appreciated.
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Simms Challenger 
Fishing Jacket
simmsfishing.com 

This is a quality jacket for the 
elements, rain or shine, windy or 

calm. It is well designed with large 
zippered pockets inside and out, in 

addition to storm flaps and felt-
lined pockets. It is waterproof and 

breathable; comfortable to wear in a 
wide variety of conditions. The jacket 

has an adjustable storm hood and 
collar. Our tester really appreciated 

this jacket’s focus on details.

Columbia Men’s Silver 
Ridge II Stretch Pant
columbia.com  
Lightweight, comfortable 
and quick to dry, we thought 
these were great pants for the 
traveling angler. The pants are 
available in a range of colors, 
waist and inseam sizes. 

Under Armor Men’s Ridge 
Reaper Raider Pants
underarmour.com  
Quiet, waterproof, windproof, and 
comfortable, these pants are a fine 
choice for outdoorsmen in Alaska. Our 
tester loved the fit of these pants and 
found them to be very easy to move in. 
Articulated knees and four-way-stretch 
fabric contribute to the functionality of 
this garment. Pockets are adequate and 
properly placed.

Patagonia 
Men’s Snap-Dry 
Hoody
patagonia.com 
We appreciated the comfortable feel and 
technical performance of this garment. 
Worn both as a top layer during cool and 
dry conditions, as well as a sub-shell layer 
during typical wet fall conditions, this 
hoody combines a stretchy face fabric with 
fast-wicking insulation. The combination 
provides for freedom of movement and for a 
garment that breathes and dries quickly. It’s 
lightweight, which increases its packability. 
Testers also commented that the hood fits 
well over a standard baseball cap. 

Mammut Women’s Aconcagua 
Light Hybrid Jacket

mammut.com 
Our tester found this jacket to be multi-

functional; well-suited as a top layer when 
actively hiking to the river, as well as a mid-layer 
when wading and casting for trout and salmon. 

It seamlessly combines the moisture-wicking 
properties of fleece with the wind protection of a 

shell, and the warmth provided through insulation. 
It’s available in three colors and five sizes.

Black Diamond Women’s Cirque Shell
blackdiamondequipment.com 

Our tester likes the range of motion she has while fishing 
in this jacket, and also commented that the protection 

from wind and water is paramount in choosing this 
shell. It sports an adjustable helmet-compatible hood, 

a chest pocket that can house your phone, and hand 
pockets. It’s made from 4-way stretch, double-weave 

fabric and treated with DWR. This shell comes in 
multiple sizes and three colors.

Eddie Bauer Women’s 
MicroTherm 2.0 Down 
Hooded Jacket
eddiebauer.com  
This jacket is in its second version 
and received several improvements 
over the original. These include a 
more comfortable fit that promotes 
greater mobility, more room in 
the chest, a slightly longer length, 
softer fabric and drawcord hem. 
Our tester loved that the jacket 
is super-comfortable, light and 
warm. It features 800 fill-power 
goose down, a windproof ripstop 
polyester shell treated with DWR, 
ample pockets and stretch side panels for mobility and breathability. Eddie 
Bauer’s MicroTherm construction creates warmth with minimal bulk through 
streamlined micro channels coupled with premium goose down.

Mammut Men’s Broad 
Peak Light Down Jacket
mammut.com  
This lightweight jacket provides 
exceptional warmth and weather 
protection. It works nicely as 
a top layer and beneath a shell 
when the weather turns snotty. 
We like how it fits into the 
side pocket when stowing for 
travel. Mammut offers this jacket 
in three colors and five sizes.

Helly Hansen Women’s Moss 
Insulated Coat

hellyhansen.com 
This 3-in-1 coat incorporates an outer rain 
coat and inner snap-out lining, giving the 
wearer three options. It’s often both cold 

and wet in Alaska, even in the summer and 
especially on the saltwater, so this coat was 

a winner in our tester’s mind after several 
stormy outings. The insulated rain coat offers 

full waterproof and windproof protection. 
It’s available in five sizes and two colors.

|| APPAREL: JACKETS AND PANTS || APPAREL: LAYERING
FisheWear Allagash 

Soft-shell Skirt
fishewear.com  

This skirt is named for FisheWear 
owner Linda Leary’s favorite river 

in Maine. It is stylish, attractive and 
functional. It features three fleece-lined 

pockets, a full zipper and is woven, with a 
fleece lining. Fish Alaska Publisher Melissa 

Norris loves wearing this skirt paired with 
FisheWear leggings. This updated version is 

nice and short which appeals to our female 
testers. It’s super warm, easy to wear, and looks 

great with everything.
Salmon Sisters Heart 

Fish Quarter Zip
aksalmonsisters.com

This garment is slimming 
and very soft. It has thumb 

holes that are functional and 
appreciated. The shirt is well-
designed with great stitching 

and a comfortable neck 
zipper. This is a suitable shirt 

for layering, if desired. The 
fish print design is adorable. 

Peak Warmer Base Layer
peakbaselayer.com

This base layer incorporates odor-
reducing and heat-distributing tech 

to keep you at optimal performance 
while reducing your stink. We’ve come 

a long way from the original thermal 
underwear. The Warmer layer works as 
a base layer when it’s cold and a single 

layer on high-activity days when it’s 
cool out. The four-way stretch fabric 

is comfortable and breathable, and 
thumbholes in the sleeves are useful. 

Coldpruf Women’s 
Platinum Crew
coldpruf.com 
They are attractive, warm, soft and 
very comfortable. These base layer 
tops and bottoms kept our tester 
warm and happy to have them on. 
They are quality gear and a real 
must have. 

ExOfficio Women’s 
Wimico Hoody 
exofficio.com 
The shirt is light, like a 
butterfly wing, and attractive 
enough to wear camping, 
fishing or out to lunch. The 
snaps are well designed. Our 
tester appreciated the side 
pockets and the seemingly 
non-wrinkling fabric.

Simms Fishing Products 
Katafront Hoody
simmsfishing.com 
Our tester really enjoyed this 
comfortable fishing hoody. It is warm 
and stretchy enough for great range 
of motion. This hoody incorporates 
water-shedding forearms and works 
great for layering when adding a 
waterproof shell. It includes roomy 
pockets inside, a zippered chest 
pocket and a well-designed adjustable 
hood. The Hex Camo Carbon 
pattern is tight. 

Carhartt Force Utility Knit Legging
carhartt.com

The leggings are built tough, made for work 
and designed for comfort. They feature 

sweat-wicking, odor-fighting, stretchy fabric as 
well as reinforced knees and abrasion-resistant 

pockets. The garment fits close to the body and 
the straight waistband helps reduce the gap in 
the back. Leggings are available in three color 

options and many sizes, including tall and plus 
sizes. The fabric is durable in that Carhartt way.

ExOfficio Women’s 
Hyalite Hoody 

exofficio.com
This hoody provided sun 
protection for our tester, 

and the lightweight, quick-
drying, moisture-wicking polyester material is comfortable 

and functional. Design features include a wrap-over design at 
the neck which enhances air flow and sun protection, thumb 

loops and a hood. The garment is available in five sizes and five 
colors and makes a great first layer.

Patagonia Women’s Tech 
Fishing Skort
patagonia.com 
Made from fast-drying fabric, this item combines 
shorts and a skirt into a hybrid garment made 
for warm-water wading and also works great for 
over your leggings when your breathable waders 
come off.. The lightweight 
polyester/spandex blend 
is treated with a DWR 
finish, and the skort 
sports four pockets—two 
in front and two in the 
waistband. Our tester 
reported that she liked 
the length of the skort 
and the stretchy fabric.

Columbia Women’s 
Anytime Casual Skort
columbia.com 
This garment is designed for 
active women, and combines 
Columbia’s UPF 50-rated 
fabric with their Omni-Shield 
water repellency. This skort, 

available in many colors and four sizes, is the 
perfect throw on after fishing when you wader-off 
and find yourself in second-skin style leggings.
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Sierra Designs 
Women’s 
Whitney Hoodie
sierradesigns.com 
This hoodie is packed with 800-fill 
DriDown, which kept our tester dry and 
cozy in cold weather in 2019. It is equipped 
with several pockets, elastic cuffs, oversized 
hood, and stows into a zippered pocket. It’s 
available in four colors and five sizes.

AFTCO Women’s 
Electra Leggings
aftco.com 
These leggings are 
comfortable and breathe 
well, thanks to the 4-way 
stretch of the AFLEX 
fabric and the breathable 
mesh panels built into the 
sides of the leggings, as 
well as behind the knees. 
The item also features an 
integrated pliers pocket, 
anti-microbial treatment, 
and AFGUARD stain 
resistance.

Duluth Trading Co. Men’s Black 
Hills Windfront Hooded Jacket
duluthtrading.com 
This softshell-like jacket became an instant 
favorite last fall during a rainy spell, and we 

appreciated the lack of 
bulk when going about 

our tasks. The zip-off 
hood is a nice feature 

and we love the 
nylon/spandex 

4-way flexing 
fabric which 
keeps you 
comfortable 
and doesn’t 
restrict range 
of motion.

|| APPAREL: 
LAYERING

|| APPAREL: ACCESSORIES
Promar ProGrip Gloves
promarnets.com 
These gloves are a must have for various tasks 
while fishing. Our tester used them when pulling 
anchor in the river, when pulling in crab pots 
and handling Dungeness crab, and when halibut 
fishing both early and late season. The fleece lining 
keeps your hands warm while the outer glove keeps 
your hands dry and protected from the elements 
and rough surfaces. Next time you hold up a big 
halibut for a picture, you’ll be glad to have a pair 
of these onboard. They are available in both orange 
and blue and in L or XL. 

Rep Your Water No 
Pebble Mine! Hat

repyourwater.com
This hat features a sockeye 
salmon and the No Pebble 
Mine message on the gray 

cotton-twill front, and 
couples with a black mesh 
back. It’s a sharp-looking 

hat that says it all. 50% 
of the proceeds from this 

hat goes to the Bristol Bay 
Defense Fund. 

Arcade Belts Guide Slim
arcadebelts.com 

This stylish belt provides both form and function. Made from elastic tech webbing, the belt is secured with a non-slip, 
low-profile, metal-alloy buckle. It is 1.25 inches wide and fits up to 37-inch waists. It comes in five colors: black, 

wine, grus green, golden rod, and aztec. We are big fans of Arcade Belts for wading and general wear. 

Conner Handmade Hats 
Legionnaire Recycled 
Waterproof Sun Cap
connerhats.com 
The hat has a nice back sunshield with a 
size adjuster. It is waterproof, adjustable 
and easily packable. Our tester found it 
to be soft and comfortable.

Sunday Afternoons 
Charter Escape Hat
sundayafternoons.com 
The hat is attractive, light 
and easily packable. The neck 
strap is well designed and 
glides easily. It has a sturdy 
brim that holds its shape. Our 
tester appreciated the sizing 
adjustment and a hidden 
pocket inside the hat.

Oomingmak Nelson Island’s 
Diamond pattern Nachaq
qiviut.com 
This might be our tester’s favorite qiviut 
item of all time. Super soft and warm, 
this smokering by Oomingmak Musk Ox 
Producers Co-Operative in Anchorage, is a 
great neck warming layering piece for a day 
on the water. It’s natural beauty also works 
well for everyday wear.
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|| APPAREL: FOOTWEAR || APPAREL: FOOTWEAR

FisheWear Groovy 
Grayling XTRATUF 
15-Inch Legacy 
Boots
fishewear.com
Combining the unequaled 
performance of XTRATUF 
Legacy boots with the style 
of FisheWear’s Groovy 
Grayling pattern made 
these a smash hit with our 
tester in 2019. Melissa 
Norris had this to say, 
“FisheWear and XTRATUF 
are two of my favorite 
brands, and both are so 
well suited to Alaska that 
this partnership is a perfect 
match. I love these boots!” 

Rock the FisheWear pattern while staying warm, dry and secure 
no matter the conditions. These are the first XTRATUF boots 
in black!

XTRATUF Women’s 
Salmon Sisters 6-Inch 
Ankle Deck Boot 
xtratufboots.com
This boot is 100% waterproof, 
has anti-microbial moisture 
wicking, front and back pull tabs, 
a comfortable insole, and is slip 
resistant. The neoprene lining and 
the front and back loops make this 
boot extremely easy to get on and 
off. The color and salmon design is 
striking. Our tester constantly gets 
compliments about these boots. 
They are comfortable, the sole is 
sturdy and provides good traction.

Muck Boots Men’s 
Arctic Ice Mid 
muckbootcompany.com
These are quality boots, sturdy and well made 
for year-round use. Our tester appreciated 
the comfort in summer and warmth and 
great traction in the snow and ice. These 
boots are fleece lined and very comfortable; 

the shorter length makes them well suited 
for a wide variety of applications. 

The neoprene top is especially 
appreciated by our tester for 
comfort and ease of removal. 

XTRATUF Women’s Salmon Sisters 
Mermaid Life 15-Inch Legacy Boot 
xtratuf.com
XTRATUF Legacy boots are the finest fishing boots 
on the market, and many of our testers will testify to 
that fact. This version, built specifically to fit women, 
also features a mermaid-pattern print on the liner of 
the boot, designed by the Salmon Sisters, and they are 

really cute. Key features of this 100% waterproof boot 
include: a slip-resistant chevron outsole, triple-

dipped shell which creates extra-tough 
and watertight boots, and 
hand-layered construction 
which adds flexibility and 

increases comfort, while also 
increasing strength. 

Lowa Renegade GTX Mid WS
lowaboots.com
Crafted for any terrain, these boots 
provide good traction and repel water. 
Our tester appreciates the quality of 
these boots. They are attractive, durable 
and easy to lace. The craftsmanship is 
excellent; they are made to last. These 
boots are great for hiking in a variety of 
weather conditions, and are comfortable 
and breathable.  

Kamik Jessie 
Women’s Rain Boot

kamik.com
These boots are lightweight 

and flex well with movement. 
Our tester likes that they 

are easy to slide on and 
off. Unlike other rubber 

boots, they have a soft 
and comfortable interior. 

They have an extremely 
comfortable insole that makes 

these rainy-day boots feel 
more like wearing a sneaker.  

XTRATUF Men’s 
Leather 6-Inch Ankle 
Deck Boot
xtratuf.com
These over-the-ankle boots 
are breathable, with great 
insoles that add comfort and 
allow the user to wear these 
boots all day. They include 
well-designed loops for ease 
of sliding boots on. The slip-
resistant, non-marking tread 
is greatly appreciated and the 
waterproof leather looks great.  

Danner Women’s Trail 2650
danner.com
Our tester loved how light and flexible these 
hikers are. They were comfortable out of the 
box. The reinforced heel and the back loop are 
much appreciated. The toe box is spacious. The 
shoe is attractive and has become a favorite of 
our female tester.  

LaCrosse Women’s Alpha Range
lacrossefootwear.com
Our tester likes the feel and performance of this 
12-inch-tall work boot. It combines rubber and 
neoprene for warmth and performance in wet 

conditions. Features include a jersey-knit liner 
that is quick to dry and wicks moisture, 

integrated kick-off plate, and 
neoprene gusset. They are 
one of the most comfortable 
rubber boots available. 

Bogs Women’s 
Rainboot Solid
bogsfootwear.com
These boots were very comfortable and 
were easy to wear all day long. They 
have good grip and traction on the 
tread. Our tester appreciates the handles 
crafted into the top of the boot for ease 
of putting them on and off. 

Danner Women’s Explorer 650
danner.com
These hiking boots provide amazing 
ankle support and are well equipped for 
mountain hiking. Our tester hiked 3.9 
miles with a 2,598-foot elevation change. 
She would recommend them to anyone 
who loves to adventure. 

Kamik Sharon Lo
kamik.com
Our tester liked the ease of slipping these 
ankle boots on and off. They are 100% 
waterproof, so are a good choice on the boat, 

trail or in muddy conditions 
during your daily 
routine. At 6 inches 
tall and 1.9 pounds per 
pair, they are easy to 

take with you to be 
prepared for wet 

weather. 

HOKA ONE ONE Men’s Speedgoat 
Mid Gore-Tex 2
hokaoneone.com
HOKA is known for their supportive footwear, 
and these boots definitely live up to the 
company’s reputation. These boots somehow 

manage to feel incredibly stable, supportive, 
and rugged, while also feeling lightweight, 

flexible, and comfortable. Our tester 
described the sensation as “bouncy” for 
lack of a better term, and he noticed the 
all-day comfort these boots provide.

KEEN Men’s Howser II
keenfootwear.com
These are one part shoe, one part slipper, and 
100% comfortable. Our tester is a big fan 
of KEEN footwear, and immediately fell in 
love with how comfortable these shoes are; 
most likely due to the new KEEN.CUSH 
technology featuring PU, cork, and memory 
foam to contour to your feet. The brand 
refers to them as “indoor/outdoor shoes” 
online and we agree with that description. 

These would be at home in 
camp or on the couch. 

We found them to be 
as comfortable as a 

slipper with the 
support and 

rubber outsole 
of a shoe for 

versatility.
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|| POLARIZED SUNGLASSES

|| KID'S GEAR

Costa RX Waterwoman
costadelmar.com
These performance glasses will 
help women anglers see better 
into the water and look better 
while doing it. Our tester loved 
the feel and function of these 
polarized glasses. They sport 
a narrow-fitting large frame, 
with angled temples. Customers 
have the choice of four different 
frame colors, and three lens 
options. Publisher Melissa 
Norris is an ardent Costa 
sunglasses fan. 

Smith Hookshot 
smithoptics.com
Smith has been making fashionable performance eyewear for a long 
time. The Hookshot is yet another winner from this iconic brand. 
These are equally at home on the river or at the beach. We tested 
the dark amber tort frame with ChromaPop polarized copper lenses. 
ChromaPop polarized copper is one of the most versatile for angling, 
performing well in a wide range of light conditions. Megol nose and 
temple pads provide comfort for all-day angling.

WILEY X WX Omega
wileyx.com

WILEY X makes a wide range of sunglasses 
aimed at the angling market. We tested the 
WX Omega with Kryptek Neptune frames, 
prescription polarized-polycarbonate copper 
lenses with solid emerald mirror. Our tester 

commented that the prescription turned out 
spot-on, and the glasses proved to be very 

comfortable during long days on the water. 
The glasses come in a black, zippered clamshell 

case and include a cleaning cloth and a leash 
cord with rubber grips. The WX Omega is 

stylish, comfortable, functional, and meets or exceeds the ANSI Z87.1 industrial standards 
for high-mass and high-velocity impact protection. Combat fishers take notice.

Maui Jim Sugar Cane 
mauijim.com
Our tester tried the Lilac Sunset frame color 
and Maui Rose lens choice and liked them. 
Both comfortable and good-looking, she 
reported optical acuity when looking into 
Alaska’s rivers for fish to catch. Multiple 
frame and lens colors are available.

Costa Tuna Alley Readers 
costadelmar.com
Combining both polarized sunglasses and 
magnifying readers, these glasses are handy for a 
lot of the population that’s getting older, which 
includes many of the testers on our staff. The 
bifocal lenses are seamless, and the magnifiers are 
available in three magnifications: +1.5, +2, and 
+2.5. Glasses are available in two frame colors 
and two lens colors. 

Kenetrek 10” Grizzly Boot 
kenetrek.com
The first thing our youth tester said is that these boots are comfortable 
when hiking and warm when he sat glassing for game. Our youth 
testers often have cold feet, so this is a real positive endorsement. He 
said that his feet stayed dry even when hiking through creeks and 
wet terrain. Among the many features of these quality boots are the 
removable 6 mm liners that have three layers of materials quilted 

together. Kenetrek 
starts with a layer of 
Cambrelle, which is a 
durable and excellent 
wicking material, then 
adds 400 grams of 
Thinsulate insulation 
which provides warmth 
without bulk, and 
finishes with 3 mm of 
wool felt for insulation 
even when damp. These 
liners are more durable 
and much less bulky 
than traditional felt 

liners, and are the reason our tester’s feet stay warm and comfortable. 
Other features include snug-fitting leather uppers made of heavy-
duty 6-ounce oil-tanned leather and incorporate a snug-fit lacing 
system with the Power D-ring that secures the ankle area of the boot 
for maximum support. Handmade natural-rubber bottoms with 
supportive steel shanks are scent free and waterproof and the Kenetrek 
Talon outsole utilizes the finest rubber compounds to give you the 
grip, durability, and support you’ll need to climb anything. The deep 
relief and open tread pattern give serious bite in snow, mud, or dry 
ground. The Grizzly is available in 10” or 13” heights and can be 
completely rebuilt when the bottoms wear out.

The North Face Boys’ Resolve 
Reflective Jacket 
thenorthface.com
This lightweight shell is perfectly suited 
for young outdoorsmen. It’s waterproof, 
breathable, fully seam-sealed and 
comfortable to wear. Our tester said that 
he likes the feel of the brushed collar 
lining. Other notable features include 
zippered hand pockets, center front 
zipper with a Velcro closure for added 
protection, elastic cuffs, chin zip guard 
and hood. This product is available in 
five color combinations and six sizes.

Under Armour Kid’s 
Mallowpuff Down Jacket 
underarmour.com
Our adorable tester looks great in 
this jacket. The loose-fitting jacket 
gives her room to run, which she 
loves to do, and keeps her warm 
when fishing from a boat and in 
wintery conditions. The hood, 
cuff and hem all have a binding 
to keep heat in. The jacket also 
features hand-warmer pockets 
and 550 fill-power down; it’s 
breathable and repels water.

|| KID'S GEAR

Huk Youth Packable Jacket
hukgear.com
Our young testers ask for rain jackets that are 
light, windproof and waterproof, comfortable 
to wear and easy to pack. This jacket checks 
all those boxes. In addition to being quick to 
dry, it also features vents for letting out body 
heat when hiking, and conveniently packs 
into its own pouch. Available in two colors 
and four sizes. 

Icebreaker 
Kids’ Merino 
200 Oasis Long 
Sleeve Crewe 
and Leggings
icebreaker.com
These Merino wool 
base layers are warm, 
breathable, non-
itching, odor resistant 
and machine washable. 
Our littles love them.

Polarized Mini Shades
polarizedminishades.com
Perfect for your little ones, these glasses are 
light, comfortable, provide eye protection and 
allow your young ones to see into the water 
just like their angling mentors. We appreciate 
that this company provides a replacement 
service—they call it their Hide ’n Seek Loss 
Warranty—should the glasses get lost or 
broken. They are available in a range of colors 
and in models for ages 0-3, 3-7, and 8-12.
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All Good SPF 
30 Kid’s Mineral 
Sunscreen Spray
allgoodproducts.com
This sunscreen is kid-
friendly, and includes natural 
ingredients for healthy 
protection from the sun. 
We like that it is easy for 
our kids to apply it, which 
increases the chance that 
they will use it. 

Buff Junior 
CoolNet UV+
buffusa.com
Our junior field tester loves 
the awesome Mosaic pattern 
on this item. And her mother likes 
the sun and wind protection that this piece of 
apparel provides to her daughter. The ultra-
stretch fabric features UPF 50+ sun protection. 
It can be worn 12 different ways including 
mask, beanie, balaclava and headband. 

Hot Chilly’s Youth Originals II 
Print Crewneck and Tight 
hotchillys.com
Our junior tester loves the feel of this crewneck and tight. 
They are soft on the skin, wick moisture, are designed 
with a 4-way stretch for greater range of motion, and 
include UPF 30 protection. The pattern we tested—called 
Critters 462—is bright, cheerful and eye-catching. Also 
available in four other colorful patterns. 

Bogs Kids Rainboot 
Slip On Solid 
bogsfootwear.com
Our tester likes how the 
side handles make it easy 
to get the boots on and 
off. They feature a non-slip 
outsole and are completely 
waterproof. Bogs offers lots 
of options for kids’ boots, 
in both solid colors and 
bright patterns. Many of 
our kid testers give their 
boots high marks.  

|| KID'S GEAR || LUGGAGE, PACKS AND CASES

SealLine Bigfork Dry 
Daypack 
seallinegear.com
This 30L pack is a good size for 
a day on the water. The shoulder 
straps are comfortable and the 
bag is big enough for plenty 
of gear, but not so big that it 
becomes difficult to find items 
without emptying the bag. The 
roll-top closure is watertight. We 
appreciated the integrated bungee 
system for attaching other items 
to the pack as well as securing the 
pack to the boat. 

Yeti Panga Backpack 28
yeti.com

The Panga goes beyond waterproof. It is truly 
submersible. In fact while driving over a mountain 
pass our tester noticed it expanding like a balloon 

with the increase in altitude. It holds air so well, 
that if it’s fully zipped closed, it will float even with 
a lot of stuff inside. That is thanks to the Hydrolok 

zipper. Panga gear, while not legal for this use, could 
be used as throwable flotation devices. If you want 

a small backpack that will absolutely keep your gear 
dry, this is the one for you. You can leave it out in a 
Situk rainforest torrential 3-day downpour and rest 

assured, your stuff will be dry. It comes with DryHaul 
shoulder straps for comfort, and removable waist and 

chest straps. It has a carry handle on top and numerous 
lash points on the back and sides. Inside, it is one big 

compartment with a stowaway mesh pocket and an 
interior sleeve to house small items. It is 20” tall by 

12.5” wide by 7” from front to back.

SealLine Pro Dry Pack 120L 
seallinegear.com
Totally waterproof, built tough, with lots of 
capacity; this is an ideal pack for transporting 
your gear to Alaska and then to use it in all 
weather conditions on any adventure. We 
especially like using these bags on float trips, 
since they are bulletproof, waterproof and 
float, and over the years we have learned how 
to easily fit 50 pounds of gear into a bag this 
size. Testers still remember watching one of 
these packs float down the Kisaralik River and 
disappear, only to be found floating downriver 
several miles later.
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Plano Double-Sided 
Adjustable Tackle  
Organizer Large
planomolding.com
This box provides storage on two sides 
and comes with a variety of removable 
dividers so that you can customize the 
size of the compartments. On one trip 
we used large compartments to transport 
a variety of saltwater jigs. On another, 
we shrunk the average compartment size 
and used it to carry spinners for coho 
and a variety of beads for trout. The 
adjustability makes this a very useful 
storage system. 

Plano XL ProLatch StowAway
planomolding.com

The XL ProLatch StowAway features a 
large, open compartment that is 14” long 
by 14.375” wide by 3.25” deep. What we 
really like about it is it’s a great container 

to house hard-to-store gear for specific 
fisheries. Need a box to hold bags of halibut 

grubs? How about another to house your 
flashers and bumpers? This box is a great 

solution for these kind of situations. What’s 
more, they fit in boat seat boxes. Organize 

fishing gear for specific fisheries in the 
boxes, store them on a shelf in the garage, 

then grab the ones you need for the specific 
fishery you’re hitting.

Yakima Products TopWater Rooftop 
Fishing Rod Box
yakima.com
The TopWater is a fully 
enclosed rooftop rod 
box that will hold up to 
eight fully-rigged rods 
with protective foam 
pads, retention straps and 
individual rod slots to 
keep your rods suspended in place, safe, and it prevents 
the dreaded “rod mating” that happens when rods 
are transported haphazardly. It is 102” long, 9” deep, 
and 18” wide. It will hold one-piece rods up to 8 feet 
long; longer rods can be broken down to fit in the box. 
There is additional space below where the rods hang to 
store small items like low profile tackle boxes. No more 
placing rods in the truck bed and hoping they make it 
to the destination intact!

Nanuk 918 
Medium Series 
Case
nanuk.com
With interior 
dimensions of 14.9” 
x 9.8” x 8.6”, we used 
this case to transport 
camera and audio gear. It 
works well. The PowerClaw 
latching system functions smoothly, 
and the case keeps out water and debris, which 
are critical aspects when transporting sensitive electronic 
equipment into the bush. We like that it is built with 
stainless-steel hardware and that it accepts a padlock.

Tilley ADO6-Intrepid VI Travel Bag
tilley.com
This waxed-cotton travel bag features five 

pockets and 
plenty of 
internal space. 
Our tester 
got several 
compliments when 
toting the bag around Alaska in 2019. 
The front flap secures with two leather 
straps, and the bag has a zipper top and 
a detachable leather shoulder strap. It’s 
made well. 

|| LUGGAGE, PACKS AND CASES || CAMPING

SJK Slumberjack Tough Cot
slumberjack.com
This cot is solid and sturdily built. It is easy to set 
up. It provides a firm rest as is; or can be used with a 
sleeping pad if desired. It is quiet, comfortable and a 
great choice. 

Hilleberg Nallo 3 GT
hilleberg.com
This 3-man tent offers tons of vestibule space and is very 
lightweight for an all-season tent, weighing only 6 pounds 13 
ounces. It’s made with Kerlon 1200 fabric and has 9 mm poles. 
We like that Hilleberg tents perform great, are 
easy to set up, and are built to handle 
bad weather. 

MSR Miniworks EX Microfilter
msrgear.com
If you are a backcountry angler, hunter or hiker, 
then you know the importance of having a good 
water filter when traveling in the wild. This 
is a good one. It’s compact and lightweight, 
and can filter a liter of water in 60 seconds. 
It’s 99.9999% effective at removing bacteria 
like E.coli and Salmonella, as well as protozoa 
including Giardia and Cryptosporidium. 
The system is rated to filter 2000 liters in its 
lifetime, which far exceeds what most of us will 
do with it. The filter combines a ceramic surface 
and carbon core; the combination removes dirt, 
silt, bacteria and protozoa while improving the 
taste of the water. 

EGO 40 Liter Roller Cooler
egofishing.com 
The cooler is both stylish, thanks to the Kryptek camo pattern and finish 
work by EGO, as well as functional. The luggage-style retractable handle 
and wheels make it very convenient to 
use this cooler. It’s large enough to fit 
multiple days of food, and compact 
enough to fit into a reasonable 
footprint. We found the insulation 
to be effective and it kept food and 
beverages cold for several days when 
using Arctic Ice packs. It features 

2-inch-thick insulated walls, a hard 
ABS plastic top and bottom, 

waterproof TPU fabric 
body, and a zipper 

closure. 
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Klymit Versa Blanket 
klymit.com
This blanket is super light, easy to pack and 
feels cozy and warm. It is versatile as its 
name states. The blanket has hand and foot 
pockets that are user friendly. The blanket can 
be easily converted into a pillow or using a 
bungee adjustment, becomes a shoulder wrap. 
A built-in foot box is great for keeping the 
blanket in place.

Klean Kanteen Kid 
Classic Sport 12oz
kleankanteen.com
This stainless-steel bottle 
was clearly designed for 
kids and hits the mark. 
The 12-ounce size makes it 
manageable for young kids 
to handle. It includes a spill-
proof sport cap with a soft 
silicone spout, loop so it can 
be attached to a youngster’s 
backpack, and comes in 
some bright colors. 

Katadyn Vario Filter
katadyn.com 
This filter eliminates 
all the things you don’t 
want to drink in your 
water: sediment, bacteria, 
protozoa, cysts, algae, and 
spores. It improves the taste 
of the water by removing 
impurities and chemicals, 
and most importantly 
makes the water safe to 
drink. It fits directly onto 
a Nalgene bottle and filters 
about one liter per minute. 
It uses a ceramic filter that 
is rated for 2000 liters, and 
is lightweight and portable. 
We never head to the bush 
without a filter like this. 
This is one of the best 
personal water filters on  
the market.

|| CAMPING

Kicker CushBT headphones
kicker.com
These headphones are comfortable to wear 
and produce good sound. The 3.7V lithium-
ion battery offers 20 hours of wireless use 
and takes 2.5 hours to charge. In addition 
to Bluetooth connectivity, they also have a 
⅛-inch stereo input. Max output is 112dB 
for when you really need to pump up the 
jam. Some of us like to rock out on the river.

LitraTorch 2.0 & Head Mount
litra.com
We put this LED light and head mount 
to the test on Ship Creek in the wee-
morning hours this past summer, and we 
are very impressed with 
not only the battery 
life, but also the sheer 
amount of light output. 
It also comes in handy 
around the campsite 
and the house!

Outdoor Tech Rhinos
outdoortechnology.com

Wireless tech is supposed to make things easier, 
and boy did these headphones deliver. These 

are the only rugged and waterproof headphones 
we’ve been able to find. We really like the fact 
that they connect to your device very quickly 

when powered on, sound great, and have 
amazing battery life. We were also surprised by 

call quality using the built-in microphone.
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Yeti Rambler 30 Oz Tumbler 
yeticoolers.com

This product is well designed. It holds 
liquids both hot and cold for a long 

time. The MagSlider Lid design is 
easy to work with. It keeps ice for an 

amazing length of time. Yeti Tumblers 
are a go-to item for traveling and 

outdoor adventures. 

Sea To Summit 
Expander Travel Liner

seatosummit.com
This sleeping bag liner is handy 

to have while camping. It can 
make your sleeping bag warmer 

and it’s soft and comfortable. 
During warm nights, you can 
use the liner as your blanket. 

Most often, we’d use the liner as 
a bottom blanket and drape the 

sleeping bag over the top. 

Yeti Hopper M30 Soft Cooler
yeti.com
Yeti upgraded their popular Hopper soft cooler to provide a wider, easier-to-access opening. 
Instead of a zipper, they engineered their HydroShield magnetic, leak-resistant seal. The 

Coldcell closed-cell foam offers the cold retention 
you’ve come to expect, and the Dryhide high-
density fabric shell resists mildew, punctures 
and UV rays. The RF-welded seams provide a 
leakproof interior liner as well as a waterproof 
exterior. Carry handles both on top and on the 
sides gives you options regarding how you want 
to carry it, and lash points on both sides allow 
you to attach items of your choice. It also comes 
with a removable shoulder strap. Using a 2:1 
ice-to-can ratio, you can expect to carry 20 cans of 
your favorite beverage plus several pounds of ice; 
volume is 30 L.

Coleman Cold Springs 4-Person Dome 
Tent With Porch
coleman.com 
This tent is easy to set up. It holds up well in windy 
conditions. The zippers are high quality and easy 
to use. Our tester found the tent and awning were 
well designed. The tent and awning are spacious and 
comfortable for two people. It is well ventilated, and 
sports nice interior pockets.

Yeti Rambler One Gallon Jug
yeti.com
The One Gallon Jug is exactly what you 
need for a group of anglers. Are you 
and five of your friends going out on 
a six-pack charter? This is the jug you 

want. You can fit more 
than two pots of coffee 
in it. It keeps things hot 
(or cold) all day, and 
since it’s made out of 
stainless steel, it’s tough 
as well as rust resistant. 
The MagCap is a nifty 
device to help keep you 
from losing the lid. 
Simply place the cap 
upside down on top 
of the lid, and strong 
magnets hold it there 
while you pour. It has 
a heavy-duty stainless-
steel carry handle with a 

rubber grip, and it’s dishwasher safe, too.

YOLI Adventure 64
getyoli.com 
This 10’ x 10’ Instant Canopy is great for entertaining 
at home or on the go. It is easy to transport with 
a carrying case and quick to set up. The posts are 
designed to insert stakes in the ground for windy 
conditions. This canopy provides a quick shelter 
from rain or sunlight and is a must-have for outdoor 
gatherings. It provides shelter for up to six people.

|| CAMPING || COOKING
LEM Products MaxVac 250 Vacuum Sealer
lemproducts.com
This unit works well to seal fish and game. Our tester used it 
extensively in 2019 and reported that the seals are looking good on 
frozen fish. The unit is designed to seal up to 250 times without 
stopping, has a locking lid that you only need one hand to operate, 

has both 
automatic and 
manual sealing 
modes, and 
includes both 
a roll holder 
and cutter.

LEM MaxVac 
Quart Vacuum 
Bags
lemproducts.com
These 8” x 12” bags 
are well suited to 
accommodate a 
pound of fish. They 
are made from 
tough, 3.5 mm, 
puncture-resistant 

plastic and are reusable. This size bag features 
an easy-open tear notch. Bags will work in 
most sealers (not chamber machines), and 
feature a parallel channel design which helps 
remove all the air when vacuum sealing. Bags 
have a space for labeling date and contents.

Smokehouse Products Big Chief 
Drying/Grilling Screens

smokehouseproducts.com
This is a must-have for those that like 
to smoke their own fish and game, 
and for those chefs who like to cook 
fish on the grill. Safe to 550oF, these 
screens are non-stick, dishwasher safe 
and made from PFTE Teflon. We 
used them when smoking salmon 
in 2019 and they worked great. In 
the past, our smoked salmon strips 
would stick to the racks, and it would 
take a bit of time to get them clean. 
Using these screens has eliminated 
the cleanup, and the fish strips slide 
easily off the screens.  

Salmon Sisters Taco 
and Fajita Seasoning

aksalmonsisters.com
Our tester likes the flavor 

produced from this 
combination of salt, garlic 

and chili. Try some the next 
time you want to make fish 

tacos. It is comprised of 
cayenne, chili flake, mild chili 

powder, coriander, cumin, 
garlic, oregano, paprika, 

salt, and Malabar pepper, 
and comes in a two-ounce 

resealable jar.

Summit Spice and Tea Company 
Smoked Salmon Dry Brine
summitspiceandtea.com
This 22-ounce bag includes brown sugar, 

kosher salt, bay leaf, 
clove, garlic, ginger, 
and juniper. It’s a 
unique combination 
that gives your 
smoked salmon a 
sweet and savory 
flavor. Our tester is 
a big fan of Summit 
Spice and Tea 
Company’s products 
and this one is a 
keeper, just like the 
smoked sockeye that 
resulted from using 
this brine.
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GSI Outdoors Glacier Stainless Base 
Camper Medium Cookset 
gsioutdoors.com 
This cookware stacks together neatly in a mesh 
bag. It is very light and portable. It is a great set 
for cooking a fabulous outdoor meal. The lid and 
pot handles are well insulated and stay cool to 
the touch. These stainless-steel dishes clean up 
very easily. The vents on the lid are designed for 
draining pasta on the spot.

Coleman Roadtrip X-Cursion Propane Grill
coleman.com  

Our tester loves using this grill. It is very portable. It 
is designed to be collapsible and rolls on wheels. The 

DripTrap removable water pan works well for catching 
drippings. The drip tray and grills are easy to clean. It 

closes down securely for travel or storage. The controls are 
easy to use, and the grill provides even heat.

Lodge 7 Quart Oval 
Oyster Enameled Cast 
Iron Dutch Oven
lodgemfg.com  
This Dutch oven has become a 
primary cooking tool for a wide 
variety of meals. It is extremely 
versatile and has a large capacity, 
perfect for family or entertaining guests. It is attractive 
enough to leave on the stove between uses. Heat spreads 

evenly across the Dutch oven; it is nonstick, and easy to clean up. The enamel cooking surface 
does not react to ingredients. It can be used in marinating, roasting, baking, sautéing, frying, 
cooking in the oven, as a serving vessel and storage container in the refrigerator. Our testers 
love the look and versatility.

|| COOKING

Camp Chef Pro 90X Three-Burner Stove
campchef.com

This unit is an indispensable tool for cooking for a large group in basecamp. The 
three burners are powerful, putting out 30,000 BTUs each, and allow you to 

cook multiple items at once. The three-sided windscreen aids in protecting the 
burners from wind, and the matchless ignition makes it quick and easy to light 

them. We like the leveling feature in each leg and the folding side shelves. It’s 
built well, and some might consider it heavy at 59.5 pounds, but the legs fold in 
and the whole unit becomes compact and fits in a carry bag. We’re sure that this 

stove will be the foundation of our base-camp kitchen for many years to come. 
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