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Photography by Eric Striffler

Bernette Schoenster of East Hampton finally decided to move to Florida 
after realizing that her husband, an electrician, was going to have to 

work until he was 77 if they stayed. “I’ve seen a lot of people work until 
they’re 77,” she said. “And when they retire, they die.”

The region’s punishing housing crisis is  
driving many lifelong East Enders into exile.  

Here are some of their stories. 
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Bridget Moynahan is best known as an 
actress (“Blue Bloods,” “Sex and the 
City,” “Coyote Ugly”) and former cov-
er model, but now she is dipping her 
toe — so to speak — into the world of 
books, with “Our Shoes, Our Selves,” 
co-authored with journalist Amanda 
Benchley and featuring photography 
by Melanie Dunea.
 Moynahan, an East End resident, 
will be one of the writers participating 
in the East Hampton Library’s Authors’ 
Night on Saturday, August 10, in the 
“555” field in Amagansett. The local li-
brary’s largest annual fundraiser offers 
up about 100 authors — some world-
famous, some up-and-coming — talk-
ing to guests and signing copies of their 
books.
 “Ask any woman about her favor-
ite pair of shoes, and the answer may 
surprise you,” teases the back cover of 
“Our Shoes, Our Selves.” Inside, 40 ac-

Bridget Moynahan has co-written “Our Shoes, 
Our Selves,” with Amanda Benchley, published by 
Abrams. Independent/Melanie Dunea
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Plans are afoot to 
attend EH Library’s 
Author’s Night
By Bridget LeRoy
bridget@indyeastend.com

complished women — from Misty Co-
peland to Bobbi Brown to Katie Couric 
— share memories and stories through 
their stilettos and sneakers, combat 

boots or slippers. The result is an in-
sightful series of interviews and por-
traits proving that sometimes the soles 
of our feet are somehow connected 

to, well, our souls. It also explores the 
human connection with inanimate ob-
jects, how we hold on to sentiment, and 
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By Zachary Weiss

This one’s for the ladies! Opened ear-
lier this summer by Patricia Assui Reed, 
Sag Harbor newcomer Matriark is a ha-
ven for all things created by the wom-
en-owned brands we know and love. 
 “Matriark is inspired by the pow-
er of women leaders — past, present, 
and future — and the positive impact 
fostered by female leadership,” Reed 
told The Independent. “By support-
ing the businesses of only women-

Where The Women’s 
Things Are
Matriark fosters feminism 
in Sag Harbor

owned partners and organizations, 
Matriark’s mission seeks to foster 
women’s equality through commerce 
and community.” 
 Among them, there’s Amrose, Alix 
of Bohemia, Amaio, By Alona Jewelry, 
Chufy, Eugenia Kim, Le Monde Beryl 
Shoes, Daphne Verley, Flavia del Pra, 
BKLN Clay, Mary Ping, Maryan Nassir 
Zadeh, Marlette, Missoni, Sissa Brasil, 
Sold Out, and Tibi. 

Amrose crocheted sneakers are 
hand crocheted, exclusive to 

Matriark, $160

 “Girl, Stop Apologizing” by 
Rachel Hollis, $25

Seven All Around neon orange ballet 
fl ats, made with upcycled fabric and 

designed by Heesung Choi, $175

Sold Out x State of Escape neoprene 
tote, $335


