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There are lots of LED panels on the 
market, many offering adjustable 
colour temperature between 
tungsten and daylight. But there 
is only one that measures the 
ambient light using its built-in 
light meter, then can automatically 
match its own colour output. That’s 
the unique offering of the new 
American-designed Softpanels 
Autocolor LEDs. The light meter 
also measures the output of the 
LEDs, too, so if you dial in 2750K, 
for example, you know it’s exactly 
what you’re getting out. 

In use, you just hit the Auto 
button on the back, and the light 
does its measurements, then sets 
the LEDs to match the ambient. 
We tried it in daylight, tungsten, 
mixed daylight and halogen and 
fluorescent, and it was fast, easy 
and accurate. It also displays the 
white-balance in Kelvin, so you can 
dial in the figure precisely to your 
camera. Fast, simple and removes 
the guesswork.

You can also manually dial in a 
Kelvin figure if you know the colour 

 
SPECIFICATIONS

Output: Equivalent to 1000W 
tungsten soft light, 2900 lux/ 
269FC at 1.2m/ 4ft

Wattage: 100

CRI: >95

Colour temperature: 2700-
7200K

Power range: 0-100%

Lamp life: 65,000+ hours

Power input: 90-260V AC, 
V-Lock or Anton Bauer 
batteries

Panel dimensions: 
30.48x60.96cm/1x2ft

Weight: 7.5kg/16.5lb

RIGHT The 
Softpanels LED 
light, shown with 
the supplied 
honeycomb grid, 
is unique as it 
can automatically 
match ambient 
colour temperature. 

SOFTPANELS 1X2’ 
AUTOCOLOR LED

 £1795/$1795  www.softpanels.video

temperature of your sources or 
have used a meter. There’s a button 
marked Skin, that automatically 
warms up the light compared to 
your setting by the equivalent of 
adding an 81B warm-up filter – 
ideal for healthy skin tones.

The quality of the light is 
beautiful, with a very soft and 
even tone. The brightness can be 
dialled in from zero to 100%. And 
we could measure no differences in 
brightness across the whole width 
of the panel. The panel also comes 
with a honeycomb grid, to control 
light spill, and a gel holder if you 
want to really change the colour.

It’s silent in operation, and is 
slimline at just 12.7cm/5in deep. 
It runs off the mains but can be 
ordered with an Anton Bauer or 
V-lock battery fitting, too, for no 
extra cost so you can take it on 
location. There’s also DMX control.

The 1x2ft panel we tested is  
also joined by a 2x3ft panel in the 
range, which takes two Anton Bauer 
or V-Lock batteries and costs £3195/ 
$3195. And Softlight, which is run 
by two ex-Litepanel boffins Kevin 
Baxter and Fred Holmes, will soon 
launch a huge 3x4ft panel at £5995/ 
$5995.

But all in not perfect. The build 
quality is solid and professional, but 
to assemble the panels for either 
landscape or portrait operation 
takes some fiddling with different 
yokes that can be a bit cumbersome. 
The supplied bag means the whole 
kit needs to be disassembled when 
you pack it away. And the power 
and data lead between the head 
and power pack isn’t very long. So 

mounting it at a distance, such as 
on the end of a boom, will need a 
longer lead.

The other slight issue is that 
distribution is handled from the 
USA, so you pay online in US dollars. 
Any UK imports are then subject to 
2.9% import tax and VAT at 20%, 
which brings the price in sterling to 
roughly the same as the dollar price. 
Official worldwide distribution is 
being set up at the moment. AD

 Pro Moviemaker Rating: 8/10
A unique LED panel that offers 
an easy solution to getting colour 
temperature right

 Pros: Lovely light output and 
always the right colour

 Cons: Must buy in dollars, fiddly 
to assemble

LEFT The downside 
is that the power 
lead between the 
head and power 
pack isn’t very long.
BELOW The 
brightness of the 
panel can be 
dialled in from zero 
to 100. 
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