
 

Magic Decal Paper for Laser Printers and Photocopiers only 

Clear Magic Decal Paper gives a nearly transparent finished decal and is best for light coloured, 

unpatterned surfaces. The colour and texture of the surface to which it is applied will be clearly 

visible through the finished decal.  

White Magic Decal Paper gives a white background to your printed design, obscuring the colour and 

texture of the surface to which it is applied. This decal is best for dark or highly coloured surfaces.  

Inside your pack you will find 2 different kinds of paper – a laminating sheet and a printable decal 

sheet. You will need: a laminating machine, a bowl of water, scissors or a craft knife, paper towels or 

a lint-free cloth and an electric oven or a microwave oven. IMPORTANT: All ovens vary; you may 

wish to do a test piece before moving onto your main piece to check whether the temperatures and 

times stated are appropriate for your oven. 

Prepare your decal paper  

Your decal paper needs to be thoroughly dry before you can print onto it. Before printing your decal 

paper, remove each sheet from its storage bag and leave it in a warm, dry place or heat gently with a 

hairdryer from a distance of at least 30cm. If the decal paper is not dry then your printed image may 

bleed or drag. This problem is more likely to occur during cold damp months or if the paper has been 

stored somewhere cool and damp.  

Create your design 

Edit the size and shape of the image you wish to transfer on your computer. Reverse all images and 

text. Make sure that your image will fit onto your decal sheet and also onto the object you are 

transferring onto. Test the size and resolution of your image by printing onto plain paper first. 

Print your decal 

Do not turn on your laser printer until you are just about to print; if it gets too hot, it may melt the 

decal. When printing more than one sheet, turn the printer off in between each print. Print onto the 

blank, glossy side of the decal paper. Set your print quality to ‘Photo Quality’ or similar, set the paper 

type to ‘Thick Card’ or similar, select the correct paper size, then print. If using a photocopier, use 

the bypass tray. 

Laminate your decal 

Preheat your laminator to Medium High (120°C to 140°C). Remove the protective sheet of tissue 

paper from the laminating sheet. Place the laminating sheet on top of the decal sheet with the 

blank, glossy side of the laminating sheet facing the printed side of the decal sheet. Laminate the 

two sheets together, then gently try and peel apart the two sheets at a corner, if they come apart 

easily, laminate them again at a higher temperature. 

Cut out the decal  

Use a pair of scissors or a craft knife to cut out your image. If you have trouble seeing the edge of the 

image, hold it up to the window or a light. If you are using the white decal paper, any border you 

leave around your image will still be visible after the decal has been applied. If you are using clear 

decal paper, you can leave a small border because it will be transparent. 

Prepare the decal  



 

Place your cut out decal on a flat surface with the back of the laminating sheet facing up (your decal 

should be face up with the text reversed). Wet the backing paper by dabbing over the whole of the 

surface with a damp cloth or sponge. Let the water soak in for about 30 seconds. The laminating 

sheet backing paper should begin to slide over the printed decal, do not remove it yet. 

Apply the decal  

The surface you are applying your decal to should be clean and free from dust and oil, wet it with 

water before applying the decal. Dip the cut out decal into a bowl of water for a few seconds. Then 

slip the decal off the already saturated laminating paper (see Step 6) onto your chosen surface. The 

white paper on the front of your decal should remain attached at this stage. 

Remove water and air bubbles  

If the decal is not perfectly positioned, you can use gentle pressure to carefully slide it into place. 

Then, use a rubber scraper or a lint-free cloth to remove any water or air bubbles from under the 

decal. Use gentle pressure and work from the centre of the decal to the edges. It is important to 

remove all of the water; otherwise white spots can appear on the decal after it’s been heated.  

Slide off the paper 

Now remove the white paper from the front of the decal. Carefully slide the paper off with one 

hand, using the other hand to gently hold the decal in place as it is exposed. Then gently remove any 

remaining water or air bubbles as before and carefully wipe around the decal to remove any glue 

residue that may have been squeezed out along with the water. The decaled piece must be 

completely dry before moving onto the next step. 

Heat cure your decal 

Place the decaled piece in an oven preheated to 180°C for 10 minutes. If you don’t have an oven, 

bake the piece in a microwave for 4 minutes instead. Microwaves don’t heat evenly, so if possible 

we recommend turning the decaled item upside down after 2 mins before heating it for the further 2 

mins (do not do this if it will bring the surface of the decal into contact with the microwave plate) 

Allow the piece to cool 

Leave your decaled piece to cool. Do not touch the decaled surface until the piece has cooled 

completely because the decal may smear or crease if touched whilst hot. The decal will harden as it 

cools and will harden further over time. 

Peel off the protective film 

Peel off the thin protective film on the surface of the decal. If you have difficulty peeling it off, stick a 

piece of sticky tape over corner of the decal, then peel it off the sticky tape, the corner of the film 

should lift with the tape. Once the film has been peeled off, a very glossy, strong decal should 

remain. If the decal is not glossy then it has been heat cured for too long; the longer it is cured for 

the stronger it is but this makes the surface matt instead of glossy. 

Additional Information  

• Your decal will continue to harden over time but it will initially be vulnerable to scratching.  

• This decal should not be placed where it can make contact with foods or beverages; it could 

be used to decorate the outside of a mug for instance but should not be used on the rim or 

interior of the mug.  



 

• Do not expose the decal to volatile thinners such as MEK, Xylon, acetone, alcohol etc.  

Washing Instructions  

To prolong the life of the decal we recommend hand washing your finished project with a soft 

sponge or cloth and normal washing up liquid or detergents. We do not recommend using scouring 

pads or metallic scrapers on the decal or putting your finished project in the dishwasher. 


