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Essential Wedding Tips 
Wedding Planning Timeline 

Essential tip 1 

Selecting Your Wedding Date 

You should eliminate certain dates, such as holidays, proms, sporting events 
and busy times of the year. You will find that prices will be higher and the 
availability will be limited in June and August. Saturday weddings are likely to 
be more convenient for your guests, but Fridays and Sundays will be more 
affordable. Weekend weddings that are followed by a Monday holiday are a 
real convenience to your guests. 

1 year to the wedding 

• Buy the engagement ring. 

• Pick your wedding date. 

• Reserve the ceremony and reception hall. 

• Reserve the person performing the ceremony. 

• Book the florist. 

• Select the caterer. 

• Select your bridesmaids and the groomsmen. 

• Prepare the wedding budget. 

Essential Tip 2 

Booking A Florist 

Flowers can set the tone of your wedding and enhance any location. Select 
your flowers to match the style of your wedding. Seasonal flowers will be the 
least expensive and the easiest to obtain. When visiting a florist, know your 
wedding date and bring some photos of flower arrangements you like. 
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9 months to the wedding 

• Buy Your Wedding Rings. 

• Begin the guest list. 

• Select the wedding music and reserve the musicians/band or DJ for the 
reception. 

• Book the photographer. 

• Book the videographer 

• Register for gifts. 

• Order your wedding dress and bridesmaids' dresses. 

Essential Tip 3 

Finding The Right Caterer 

• Plan As Early As Possible. If you plan in advance, you will have more 
negotiating power. 

• DO NOT Hire The First Caterer You Meet. It is very important to meet 
with several and COMPARE their offerings and prices before making a 
final decision. 

• Always Insist On A "Tasting". You want to make sure the the food that is 
being served to your guests meets your requirements. 

• Get A Complete Breakdown Of Costs. Most caterers will quote by the 
person. You should ask them to break this down into what you are 
paying for food, labor taxes, etc. This will make it easier for you to 
compare prices. 

• Get Everything In Writing. You don't want any mix-ups on your special 
day. Make sure you get the price, services and menu in writing. 

6 months to the wedding 

• Choose your cake. 

• Complete your honeymoon plans. 
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• Order the invitations and announcements. 

• Choose the floral arrangements, corsages, and boutonnieres 

• Book the transportation for the wedding. 

Essential Tip 4 

Choosing Your Photographer 

This may be the most important choice you will make, as this will be your 
record of your special day. Choose a photographer whose business is wedding 
photography. Have them show you a portfolio of there work. Plan shots with 
your wedding party and closest friends and relatives. Most important-
communicate with your photographer and let them know what photos you 
want and get everything in writing. 

3 months to the wedding 

• Order tuxedos. 

• Finalize the guest list. 

• Mail the invitations 

• Schedule date and time for rehearsal. 

• Reserve rooms for out of town guests. 

• See your doctor for blood test or health certificate if required. 

• Get final dress fitting. 

• Order your keepsakes. 

Essential Tip 5 

Choosing Your DJ 

Choosing a DJ is very much like choosing your photographer, you want one 
who is experienced with wedding receptions. You should make a list of songs 
that you want played, but it should be a short list. Let your DJ be somewhat 
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flexible in the music he plays. Not everyone at your reception will like the 
same music as you and you don't want everyone sitting instead of dancing. 

1 month to the wedding 

• Pick up your marriage license. 

• Write the thank you notes. 

• Send the wedding announcement to the newspapers. 

• Mail your wedding announcements. 

• Pack for your honeymoon and confirm your reservations. 

• Pick up the wedding dress and tuxedo. 

• Attend the ceremony rehearsal and rehearsal dinner. 

Other 'Best Of' Wedding Tips 

Wedding Invitation Postage 

If you’re on a strict budget, be sure to consider postage costs when choosing 
your wedding invitations. Some larger styles of invitations and announcements 
or more unusual shape styles have to be mailed using higher postage, and 
while it might not seem like that much difference, it can add up when sending 
out dozens of wedding invitations. 

Two Looks for One Big Day 

If you’re going to have black and white photographs taken, you may need to 
change your makeup - the soft colors usually worn by brides don't show up 
well in black and white pictures, and often photographers suggest wearing 
more intense neutrals and darker lipsticks. 

Choose Well for Your Friends! 

When you’re picking out bridesmaid dresses, remember that your friends are 
on budgets. Even if they're absolutely gorgeous, don't pick a gown that is 
going to make it difficult for them to purchase. They're mostly likely only 
going to wear it once, and they're not going to love you if you pick something 
that costs two hundred dollars or more, especially considering that they also 
have to pay for shoes, bridal shower, shower gift, wedding gift, lodging, 
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transportation and more. Don't forget to pick out a nice bridesmaid gift for 
your friends as well! 

Don't Kiss Off 

You can take a few extra steps to make regular lipstick more longwearing. 
Before applying lip color, smooth a bit of foundation over your lips - this will 
make your lipstick go on more evenly as well as help it stay on longer. Outline 
your lips with a lipliner, then fill in lips with the liner as well. Using a lip brush, 
apply one coat of lip color; blot with a tissue. Apply a second coat of lip color. 
If you’d like, you can top your lipstick with a product such as English Idea’s 
LipLast, which seals in lipcolor and sets it for longer wear. 

Sending Wedding Announcements 

If you're sending wedding announcements, mail them either the day of or the 
day after the wedding. Wedding announcement wording usually refers to the 
wedding taking place in the past, so you don't want them to reach their 
destinations until after you've tied the knot. 

Natural Nails 

If you're going to have close-up photos of your hands, it's important that you 
have a professional manicure the day before the wedding. Some of the best 
choices are a pale pink shade of polish, or a French manicure that would give 
you a natural-but-better look. If you're dead-set against using nail polish or 
are allergic to it, have a manicure without polish - your cuticles will look nice 
and neat, and the manicurist can buff your nails so they look shiny and 
healthy. 

Bridesmaid Dress Options 

If you want to save some money on bridesmaids' dresses, try outfitting your 
maids in prom or homecoming-style dresses or formal gowns from the misses' 
or womens' department in your local department store. Or, choose a color and 
let them choose their own style of dress. Options like these often cost much 
less than regular 'bridesmaids' gowns. For some ideas on bridesmaid gifts, 
check out weddingsolver.com! 

Wedding Invitation Tips 

When you address your wedding invitations, try to avoid using "and guest" 
when you can. If you don't know the name of the person coming with your 
invited guest, then call the person who will be receiving the invitation and ask 
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what name should be used on the invitation. If you can't find out, go ahead 
and use 'guest.' The personalization and thoughtfulness of finding the name 
will make your invitation extra special. 

Best Man 101 

The duties of a best man include being an assistant to the groom and the head 
of the groomsmen; he also is in charge of the bachelor party, getting the 
groom to the church, paying the officiant, signing the marriage license, 
holding the rings and giving a toast at the reception. He has a lot of 
responsibility and its also traditional to give him a nice gift at the rehearsal 
dinner to say thank you for all of his hard work! 

Wedding Invitations: Same Address, Different Names 

If you're inviting two people who live at the same address but have different 
last names, list their names on separate lines on the wedding invitation, in 
alphabetical order. For example, the outside envelope would read Mr. Gary 
Gray / Ms. Britney Spears and the inside would read Mr. Gray / Ms. Spears 

Taking Care of Tattoos 

If you want to cover your tattoo for your wedding, try using a product such as 
Leg Magic from CoverMark Cosmetics. Their products are budge-proof and will 
last all day long. 

  

Choosing Wedding Favors and Decorations 

When deciding what wedding favors and decorations to use, there are some 
questions you can ask to help you choose: Do you want something that will 
feature your names and wedding date? Do you want something that will be 
fun to play with at the reception? Do you want to give something that's 
useful? Do you want something that will last for a long time? Do you want 
something that will be part of the table decorations? Do you want a favor that 
will express both of your interests or personalities? 

Just the Way You Are 

Don't make big changes such as getting a perm, coloring your hair, etc. right 
before your wedding. Have these treatments done well in advance in case 
something needs to be fixed in time for the wedding. 

Short Hair 
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If you have a very short hairstyle, be sure you don't get your hair cut too far 
in advance of the wedding. Short hairstyles tend to grow out fairly quickly and 
you want to make sure your style looks like you want it to and not 'grown-
out.' 

All Together Now 

If you can, buy your wedding gown and bridesmaids' dresses at the same 
shop - often there's a discount, sometimes it will also include shoes and 
jewelry from the same store. 

Two Dos in One 

If you're going to remove your veil or headpiece after the wedding ceremony, 
make sure your hairstylist takes this into consideration when she's doing your 
hair - you don't want your style to become messed up when you make the 
transition. 

Ax Some Appetizers 

If you're having appetizers or hors d'oeuvres at your wedding, consider nixing 
them altogether or cutting the variety in half. People don't notice how many 
kinds of appetizers there are, and between dinner and cake there's usually 
enough food to skip them. 

Dress for Less 

You can get excellent prices for a brand-new dress if you buy one from a bride 
who ended up not getting married. Check the web, local newspapers and 
consignment shops for never-worn gowns at good prices. 

Wedding Credit 

If you and your beloved are paying for your own wedding, or are given money 
but are handling the financial end (bills and such), it's a good idea to have a 
separate credit card specifically to pay for wedding costs. It's a good way to 
keep all your wedding transactions in one place, and if you have billing 
disputes often the credit card company will help you out. 

Workout Buddy 

� 	9
www.mgdstore.com



Workout with a buddy. Exercising with a friend will keep you motivated and on 
the right track. Your routine should be fun, not a chore. Maybe add music to 
your routine too. 

First Things First 

Before you start any planning whatsoever, make sure you know your exact 
budget. Spare a small budget for your bachelorette party too, you do deserve 
it! You have actually made the first step in this regard with the premium MGD 
Store complete kit! The bride-to-be satin sash along with the other 
accessories will make you stand out and look your best, so get ready to party! 
It's not fun to make big plans and then have to cancel them because you can't 
afford them - going into your planning with a specific dollar amount in mind 
can save you a lot of heartache.  

Good from the Get-Go 

Decide up-front, from the *very* beginning, who is going to pay for what. 
Make a huge master list of everything you'll need to buy/rent and mark off 
which things you're paying for, what your parents are paying for, what the 
groom's family is buying, etc. There will also be things that pop up 
unexpectedly - decide *now* who is willing to pay for extras. It's not always a 
fun task, but knowing early on who's paying for what can eliminate 
uncomfortable scenes and nasty arguments later. 

Creative Wedding Favors - Give Them a Couple 

If you're looking for unique wedding favor ideas , try to collect brides and 
groom cake toppers: antique, flea market, kitschy, handmade, plastic, cartoon 
characters. Present each couple with a set as a favor. In a quirky and 
charming way, it reminds your guests that every couple is as unique and 
special as you are, and makes for a great icebreaker at the dinner tables. 

Hair Scare 

Make sure that you have a practice hair session a month before the ceremony, 
and the final cut two weeks before the wedding. Don't forget to bring your veil 
so you will have a true idea of the final effect. 

Cutting the (Cake) Costs 

If your cake budget is tight, consider eliminating some or all of the following, 
which usually add to the expense of the cake: fruit fillings, fondant icing, 
handmade sugar flowers, deep (rather than pastel) colors, unique shapes. 
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More Dress $$-Saving Ideas 

If you don't have a big dress budget but don't like the idea of renting a gown, 
you can try to find another white formal dress that will look just as pretty for 
far less money. White prom dresses, white bridesmaids' dresses, and other 
white formals can start at just $100 and come in beautiful, affordable styles. 

  

Free Makeup Help 

If you're clueless about what makeup to wear for your wedding but don't have 
the budget to pay for a professional makeover, make a trip to your local 
department store cosmetics counters. They often do makeovers for free and 
will show you application techniques and help you choose your colors. 

Dress Cost-Cutters 

If you don't have a big dress budget, consider renting a dress from stores that 
also carry rental tuxedos, etc. This is a good, practical option if you're not 
sentimental and don't mind not keeping the dress you're married in. 

Bridal 911 

Make sure you're prepared for emergencies on your big day: take along a 
purse or bag containing items such as Band-Aids, clear nail polish, needle and 
thread, aspirin, an extra pair of hose, and other things that might come in 
helpful in a pinch. Give them to a bridesmaid to keep for you. 

Pre-Wedding Workout 

Set reasonable goals. Maybe try walking or biking for 20 minutes every other 
day. You can increase gradually as you feel more fit. Always start each 
workout session with a warm up and end with a cool down period. Stretch 
slowly and don't forget to breathe. 

Changing the Day 

If you're on a tight budget, consider having your wedding anytime but on a 
Saturday evening. Saturday nights are generally the most expensive when it 
comes to banquet halls, catering, etc. You'll save a lot by having the wedding 
on another evening or even during the morning or afternoon. 

How Many Do We Have? 
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How many attendents you choose to have is totally up to you. Traditionally, 
informal weddings had up to three attendents, semi-formal had up to six, and 
formal had up to twelve. But nowadays anything goes! 

Quickie Cost Cutters: Guest List 

Looking for places to cut costs? A good place to start is the guest list - you 
may need to face up to the reality of having a so-so wedding with everyone 
and his brother invited, or the wedding you really want with fewer guests. 
Close friends and family are usually shoo-ins, but do you really need to invite 
all of your dad's fraternity brothers from college? Unless your parents are 
footing the entire bill, try to keep guests to the 'must-haves.' 

  

Runaway Runner 

Unless your church provides it for free, consider skipping purchasing a runner. 
They're often slippery, easily torn and can cause people to trip. 

Shoe Savings 

To save money for the guys' attire, have them wear their own dress shoes 
instead of renting them from the tuxedo store. It will cost less and they'll be 
more comfortable. 

Workout Variety 

Vary your workout. If you bike on Monday, play volleyball on Wednesday, and 
swim on Fridays, you won't get bored. Remember, doing different types of 
exercises, means you are using different groups of muscles. This will help in 
all-over conditioning and fitness levels. 

Cutting Centerpiece Costs 

Instead of using costly flower arrangments for reception centerpieces, 
substitute potted flowers or flowers grown in baskets lined with moss - if you 
plan in advance, you can even grow them yourself!? 

Outdoor Beauty 

Getting married outdoors under the sun? Don't forget to apply the sunscreen 
before you put on your makeup - a burnt bride doesn't look good! 
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Cutting Costs 

You can have an elegant wedding at a reasonable price! Hit the stores with a 
pad of paper and a pen and comparison shop. Go to wedding rental stores, 
they carry everything from pew bows to gazebos! Remember prices are 
negotiable. I bought a 600.00 gown for 450.00 because I asked for a discount. 
Don't be afraid to dicker. 

Foregoing Flowers 

If you're strapped for cash, try cutting out all but the most important flowers 
(such as the bride's bouquet) and using candles instead. They cost less and 
give weddings an incredibly romantic atmosphere. 

Don't Go Overboard 

It's not a good idea to go over your budget or go into debt in order to pay off 
your wedding. Beginning a married life together is a difficult transition as it is, 
and having a debt because of your wedding only adds to the financial 
problems. 

Don't Hide Behind Your Hair 

When deciding how to wear your hair for your wedding, keep in mind that if 
you have long hair, it can tend to hide your face and the neckline and 
shoulders of your dress. Pulling at least the sides back or up will bring your 
face back into focus and let everyone see the beautiful dress you spent so 
much time choosing! 

Limit the Maids 

If you’re on a tight budget, try to limit the number of attendants. It will reduce 
your flower bill (bridesmaid’s bouquets can be very expensive), the number of 
attendant gifts that you’ll have to purchase and the the cost of a bridesmaid 
luncheon and the rehearsal dinner. 

No-Fade Lipsticks 

For kiss-proof lips, try using a transfer-resistant lipstick such as Revlon 
ColorStay or Maybelline's Budge-Proof. You can also try Lipink, a formula that 
will stay on for up to 24 hours. 
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From Planning to Your Dream 
Wedding 

If you are like most women, you have been planning your wedding since you 
were just a little girl. As you grew up you probably went through hundreds or 
maybe even thousands of scenarios for your wedding. From the style of your 
dress to the theme of your wedding, these may have changed as you grew 
older and your sense of style developed. Or perhaps you have had one 
wedding fantasy that has stayed with you from a very young age. Regardless 
of whether the wedding plans taking place in your imagination have changed 
from day to day or year to year or whether they have remained the same, 
chances are this will all change when you start planning for real. From the 
moment the special man in your life proposes, you begin planning your 
wedding all over again. Only this time it is for real. This article will discuss 
some of the highlights for planning a wedding. 

The process of planning a wedding starts with choosing a date. Once you have 
this set you can proceed with everything else but a great deal rests on the 
date. It may dictate factors such as your style of dress, the theme of the 
wedding, the design of your invitations and the colors you choose. Consider 
the date carefully. You may want to impulsively pick a date just weeks away 
but this won’t give you much time to plan properly. Consider selecting a date 
at least six months away. Work with your fiancé to choose a few dates and 
then begin contacting banquet halls and churches to ensure you can reserve a 
place for the wedding ceremony and the reception on the date you choose. 
You may want to avoid days that coincide with other significant family events 
such as birthdays and anniversaries but in some cases this may be 
unavoidable.  

Once you set a date for a wedding, it is time to make your guest list and 
inform everyone on the guest list of the date you have chosen. If the wedding 
is only a few months away, you can go ahead and send out invitations as soon 
as you can get them designed and printed. However, if the wedding date you 
have selected is more than a few months away consider sending out save the 
date cards approximately 6-8 months before the wedding. This lets others 
know when the wedding can take place so they can mark it on their calendars 
but does not require them to make a commitment just yet.  

Creating your guest list can be a challenging part of planning your wedding. 
One important factor to consider is the maximum number of guests allowed in 
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the banquet facility you have booked. Ideally you would have a general idea of 
the number of guests to expect before you starting looking for a facility for 
your reception so you can choose a suitably sized location. You will also have 
to consider the rate charged for each guest at the reception. This is especially 
important if there is a tight budget.  

Once you get through the logistics of choosing a date and location and inviting 
guests the fun part of the planning process starts. If you are like most brides 
your next step will be to start dress shopping. This is actually a good idea 
because finding the perfect dress can take time. Also, once you find this dress 
it will take awhile for the dress to be made and you will then have a number of 
fittings to ensure the dress fits you perfectly. 

After you have decided on a dress other planning considerations may become 
much easier. For example if you were unsure of a theme, you may feel more 
confident once your dress is selected. The types of flowers you choose, colors 
and styles for bridesmaid dresses and favors for the wedding will also become 
easier decisions once you have selected a dress because you will want to 
make decisions that will compliment the dress perfectly.	

When Everyone Else Involved Is a Bridezilla 

The term bridezilla was coined to describe brides who behave badly during the 
process of planning their wedding day as well as on the wedding day. This 
includes, but is certainly not limited to, brides who complain loudly and often 
about every detail in their wedding, brides who subject their bridesmaids to 
harsh treatments and allow little input into decisions regarding their attire, 
brides who make difficult demands of service providers and brides who 
generally have unrealistic expectations for the wedding. However, in many 
cases the bride may not be the problem at all. There may be others involved 
in the process of planning the wedding who take on this bridezilla role on 
behalf of the bride. This may include the groom, the parents of the bride or 
the groom, friends or family members or even an overzealous wedding 
planner. This article will discuss how brides can deal with situations where 
someone involved in the process of planning the wedding is acting like a 
bridezilla. 

The easiest bridezilla situation to handle is one where it is the wedding 
planner who is out of control. Ideally the couple would have carefully screened 
potential wedding planners to ensure they selected someone who was not only 
highly recommended but also was a good match for the couple in terms of 
personality. However, even the most carefully couple may find themselves in a 
situation where they are faced with a problem of dealing with a wedding 
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planner who is out of control. In this case the easiest and most logical solution 
is to fire the wedding planner. This may put the couple back a few steps but in 
the long run it will be the best decision for the couple and plans will go more 
smoothly with this person no longer involved. In most cases the contract 
signed will include language on how these issues will be resolved and there 
will not be disputes. Most wedding planners provide their own contracts for 
just this reason. 

Unfortunately when the parents of the bride or the groom are the ones 
behaving badly it is not as easy of a situation to resolve. The mother of the 
bride is notorious for being the one who interferes the most in wedding plans 
but there are certainly cases where the mother of the groom is the 
troublemaker. Either of the fathers can also cause problems. Unfortunately in 
these cases, firing the offending family member is not possible. However, 
there may be tactful ways to divert the parent away from the planning 
process. For example the couple may sit down with the parent and thank them 
for all of the help but let them know they don’t want to continue to be a 
burden and will start handling more of the responsibility in the wedding 
planner. This gets the couple out of the difficult situation without mention of 
the bad behavior by the parent. How this type of situation is handled will 
depend on the type of relationship the couple has with the parents. Some 
couples may be able to point out the rude behavior and have the parent 
realize the mistake. Other couples who point out this type of behavior risk 
having the parent not attend the wedding because they are insulted. 

Friends of the bride and groom can also sometimes be troublesome during the 
process of planning the wedding. They may interfere where their help is not 
needed or want, speak rudely to service providers or make decisions they are 
not authorized to make. Again, how these situations are handled will depend 
on the individual and the relationship with the couple. Some couples may be 
able to speak directly to the offending friend about the problems and work 
together to resolve the problem. Other couples can get around the problem by 
simply not including the friend in the planning and keeping discussions about 
the planning to a minimum. In most cases the friend will realize her help is 
not needed. 

Setting a Date for Your Wedding 

Sometimes one of the hardest decisions a couple will have to make in regards 
to their wedding is the date for the wedding. The bride to be may eagerly blurt 
out yes when the groom to be proposes marriage, the couple may be positive 
they want to have their wedding in a certain location and the bride may have 
known what type of dress she wanted since she was just a little girl but 
picking a date for the wedding usually does not go as smoothly. This article 
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will discuss some of the problems which many couples encounter when it 
comes to setting a date for their wedding and will provide advice on how to 
choose a wedding date. 

One of the problems many couple have in regard to selecting a wedding date 
is deciding on a season for the wedding. This decision can be difficult because 
the couple has difficulty deciding what type of wedding they want. Each 
season invokes a different type of wedding and deciding on the beauty of a 
spring wedding over the romance of a winter wedding can be a difficult 
decision. Couples should carefully consider the advantages and disadvantages 
of each season and make their decision based on which season would result in 
an ideal wedding for the couple. 

Another problems some couples experience, especially couples with large 
families, is selecting a date which interferes with another family event or a 
holiday. Very large families seem to always have at least one family member 
who is having a birthday, anniversary or other significant event. Thoughtful 
couples will want to avoid allowing their wedding to overshadow another 
important event in the family but if this is not possible they should make 
every effort to minimize the impact on the other event. 

Still another problem couples may face when selecting a wedding date is 
pressure from friends or family members to select a particular date or time of 
year for the wedding. This is most often likely to occur in situations where 
there is someone else involved in the process of paying for the wedding. This 
is because those who are involved financially may feel as though they have 
the right to influence these important decisions. In this situation the couple 
will have to decide if they should pay for the wedding themselves so the other 
people do not feel this way. However, there may also be situations where the 
other person attempting to influence the date of the wedding is not paying for 
the wedding and is not otherwise involved in the planning. The couple should 
consider the reason for the other person wanting this date but should not give 
into this wish if they have valid reasons for selecting a different date.  

Finally, one of the most obvious reasons couples have trouble setting a date 
for the wedding is one or more of them is having cold feet. This can be a 
difficult decision to deal with because neither of them may realize this is the 
problem so they may continue to struggle to select a date. In this case the 
easiest way to deal with the problem is to allow it to take its course. The 
couple will likely realize the wedding is not meant to be eventually and decide 
on how to handle the situation as well as the relationship. They may decide to 
postpone the wedding plans indefinitely until the relationship is more secure 
or they may decide it is best to end the relationship. This is a very personal 
decision for the couple. 
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Your Invitation List 

One important wedding planning task which must be considered before the 
happy couple begins scouting potential locations for the wedding ceremony 
and reception is the guest list. It is very important to give the guest list some 
consideration before looking at ceremony and reception locations because you 
want to select locations that are large enough to accommodate all of your 
guests. Likewise you do not want to select locations that accommodate many 
more people than you have on your guest list especially if budget is a concern. 
This is because larger reception halls are going to be costly and will likely 
require the couple to pay for a minimum number of guests in order to reserve 
these larger spaces.  

The process of beginning to create a guest list should naturally begin with 
creating a list of the closest beloved family members and friends to the 
couple. This is the most obvious starting point because these are the people 
who the couple truly wants to have with them to celebrate on the day of the 
wedding. Depending on the size of the family and the number of friends the 
couple has this list may be very long, very short or somewhere in between. 
Regardless of the size of this original list, it will include those whose presence 
will truly be appreciated at the wedding. 

Next the couple will have to consider who is footing the bill for the wedding. If 
the couple is paying for the wedding themselves, this makes the guest list 
easier. When the couple pays for the wedding they are not obligated to include 
guests requested by either sets of parents. However, they may still wish to do 
so. When one of the parents or both sets of parents are contributing to the 
cost of the wedding, the guest list becomes trickier. This is because the 
parents may wish to include additional guests. These guests may include 
friends or colleagues of the parents. The parents may also wish to include 
more relatives the couple may not know well but whom the parents feel 
should be included on the guest list. The parents may also wish to include 
acquaintances who have invited the parents to the weddings of their children 
as a form of reciprocity.  

Regardless of who is paying for the wedding the couple will have to consider 
inviting those who invited the couple to their own wedding. Whether or not the 
couple chose to attend the event, there is social pressure to include these 
individuals on the guest list especially if the couple sees the other couple on a 
regular basis or they share common friends who may mention the upcoming 
wedding. In this case it is a matter of politeness and not wanting to offend 
those who thought highly enough of the couple to include them in their own 
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wedding day. However, when the budget is tight, it is acceptable to eliminate 
these people from the guest list especially if the wedding reception will be a 
relatively small one. 

Couples also need to consider the relationships among members of the guest 
list. This is especially important if there are members of the guest list who will 
not likely be able to behave civilly at the wedding ceremony or reception. This 
is most often the case in families where there has been a bitter divorce or 
some other type of family dispute. It may also be the case among former 
friends who have had a falling out. These situations can be very tricky to 
handle and it may be necessary to leave some people off the guest list to 
avoid uncomfortable situations for the couple as well as other guests. In an 
example where the brides parents have undergone a difficult divorce and it is 
not feasible for them both to attend the bride would have to decide to have 
only one of them present or neither of them. This is a difficult and very 
personal decision which will have to be given careful thought before the final 
decision is made. 

Considerations on the Wedding Dress 

Most brides to be had no hesitation when their fiancé proposed. They may 
have knew this day was coming and responded with an enthusiastic yes before 
the fiancé even got the question out. Even if they were completely caught by 
surprise by the proposal, they likely responded quickly after a moment or two 
of stunned silence. However, when it comes to selecting a dress for the 
wedding day most brides to be have a lot more trouble making a decision. 
They may waffle between two dresses or even have trouble narrowing their 
choices down to less than ten options. This article will provide tips for brides 
to be who are struggling to select a wedding dress for their big day. 

Most brides to be find that choosing a wedding date really helps to narrow 
down their choices right away. In fact many brides can cut the suitable options 
available in their local wedding gown shop by 50% by choosing a date. This is 
not true for all brides though. That is because most brides easily make this 
decision because they are not willing to wear a wedding gown which is meant 
for summer for a January wedding. Likewise they are not willing to wear a 
wintry type wedding gown for a June wedding. However, there are always 
some brides for whom the season does not matter and they want the perfect 
dress even if it is not appropriate for the current season.  

We recommend beginning the process of wedding dress shopping right from 
your own home. Spend some time looking at online retailers and wedding 
magazines to get yourself started. Once you begin looking through pictures of 
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wedding gowns you will begin to learn what you do like and what you don’t 
like. This will save you a great deal of time in the long run because you can 
look at hundreds of pictures online or in magazines in just a fraction of the 
amount of time it would take you to try on the same number of dresses. 
However, if you do your homework, you can walk into a bridal shop with a 
good idea about the types of dresses you want to try on. You should still go 
into the dress shopping experience with an open mind but won’t have to try 
on everything in the store to figure out what you like. 

We also highly recommend limiting the number of people you take with you 
when you go dress shopping. This is critical because the more people you 
bring with you the more opinions you will hear about each dress and this will 
make choosing one much harder. You should also be careful about who you 
will invite to come dress shopping with you. You will want to bring along 
trusted friends or family members who will be honest with you about how a 
dress looks on you without being offensive. You don’t want someone who will 
be afraid to tell you that a dress does not look good on you but you also don’t 
want someone who will hurt your feelings during the process. Shopping for a 
wedding dress is supposed to be a fun experience so keep that in mind when 
you invite others to come along. 

Do you really need a hand-made wedding dress with beads and diamantes? 
You have plenty other options to consider: 

• Consider wearing your mother or grandmother’s wedding gown – assuming 
they still have them. Can you imagine the pride on their faces as they watch 
you stroll down the aisle toward your future husband wearing the very gown 
they wore doing the same thing?  

• Think that gown is a bit out of date? If you don’t like the style, consider 
hiring a seamstress to update the cut a bit. You can often find a seamstress 
or tailor for around $100 – well less than the cost of a new, off the rack 
wedding gown!  

• Why not opt for a second-hand wedding dress? It’s probably only been worn 
once anyway and you can get a once expensive dress for half the price. 
Check out consignment shops or thrift stores to see what they have to offer. 
Better yet, check out ebay.com. Again, if you can get a great deal on a gown 
and only need some alterations, a seamstress will be only a fraction of the 
cost to buy the gown outright.  

• Consider buying an evening gown/cocktail dress from a department store. 
Look around prom season. These days, many prom dresses can look like 
wedding gowns. A lot of specialty shops will run specials prior to prom 
hoping to cull their inventory. You can come across a great deal on a 
beautiful dress and look like a prom queen in the process! You may want to 
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look around for closing out sales or liquidation sales at bridal shops in your 
area. 

• Another option is to rent your wedding gown.  

• Consider shopping online at a discount wedding store or even e-bay. You 
won’t get the pampering you do at a bridal shop, but you can save up to 
40% by going this route! You can have the dress altered locally if it doesn’t 
fit just right.  

• Finally, you can realize incredible savings on your dream gown by picking 
one out and asking a local seamstress to copy the design. This probably 
won’t be the most cost-cutting measure, but you can have a designer gown 
for about half the cost you would pay directly from the designer. If you find a 
good seamstress, they should be able to copy the design for a significant 
savings. What would be even better than that? If you or someone you know 
sews! Pick out a pattern at the local discount store, buy the fabric and 
notions, and make the dress your own, for a fraction of the cost!  

What about the veil? Many brides these days eschew the traditional veil over 
the face in favor of a more contemporary design. That’s fine and even 
beautiful. It’s all a matter of preference!  

You have another option. Want to know how to make your own wedding veil? 
It’s much easier than you think! Follow the directions below and you can have 
a headpiece that’s amazing!  

 • Start with a base. Many stores such as Claire’s have cheap tiaras 
that can serve as your base. If you’re not quite into a tiara, just have on hand 
some craft wire and some plastic combs to hold the veil in place.  

 • Have a glue gun on hand. Get some tulle and attach it to whatever 
base you have. If it’s a tiara, just glue directly to the headpiece. If it’s combs, 
you’ll need to create a “halo” to attach the tulle to. Add the combs so you can 
put it in your hair. Most tiaras come with built in combs.  

 • Simply glue the tulle to your base and add any embellishments 
you want – flowers, baby’s breath, etc. Add accents like ribbons and bows for 
a special look.  

 
Also consider having simple flowers or baby’s breath in your wedding coiffure. 
It’s a beautifully simple touch to a beautiful day that will make you look like a 
goddess in the process!  
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One note here about hair and makeup. You could splurge and have a beauty 
shop do you and your bridal party’s hair, but that’s an extra expense that is 
really un- needed. Once again, call on family or friends to help. When it comes 
to make-up, the best look is your natural look. Most people want to see the 
bride dressed up in her finery but looking like the same gal they know. No 
need to cake on foundation if you normally don’t wear it. Go for some light 
eye shadow, mascara, a little blush and a pale lip color. You know how to do 
your own makeup – do it on your wedding day too.  

Now that you’re outfitted, what will your groom wear?  

The traditional choice for the groom is a tuxedo. If you were to buy a tuxedo, 
the average cost would be somewhere between $300 and $500. Check in thrift 
stores, consignment shops, and online to find discounted tuxes. Buying off the 
rack will run you a lot more money. Renting is probably the way to go to 
realize the ultimate savings on the groom’s attire. Renting a tux will run 
anywhere from $50 to $100 typically. That rental will include cuff links, shoes, 
vest, and tie. Many places offer the grooms tux rental free when the wedding 
party rents from the same store. Be sure to ask about a perk like this. Yet 
another great consideration when outfitting the guys in your wedding party is 
to have them wear nice suits or even casual slacks and a nice shirt. Not every 
wedding party has to be ultra formal; it’s all up to you!  

Deciding On a Wedding Venue and Theme 

Choosing your wedding venue will undoubtedly be one of the biggest decisions 
you’ll make as an engaged couple, so it’s good to start considering your 
options right away. If you’re not sure where to hold your wedding, 
www.weddingideasmag.com has got some top tips to help you decide. 

The venue you pick will determine the amount of guests you can invite, the 
location of your wedding and, of course, the theme and styling, too. You need 
to allocate a good proportion of your wedding planning time and budget to 
finding your dream venue because there are so many different options to 
consider and look at. From manor houses to stand-alone tipis, there really is 
something out there to suit every kind of couple, it’s just a matter of making 
your own decision. 

First and foremost, “decide on the type of wedding you want. Next, set a 
budget with careful consideration as to how much you can afford for your 
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dream venue. You should also discuss with your partner whether exclusivity is 
important to you – if it is, this might make it more costly.” 

You could start looking at country house wedding venues with larger 
capacities. If you’d prefer a wedding more intimate and low-key, just 
surrounded by close friends and family, then perhaps a garden marquee is 
more your thing. Once you know what best suits you as a couple, you can 
then start writing your guest list and begin searching for places to suit your 
requirements. 

Budget is a key factor for most couples when considering which venue to 
book. “Before you put down any money for deposits, it’s worth chatting to the 
in-house co-ordinator to see if there are any deals or offers they can gift you 
for choosing to go with them. Sometimes they may give you the bridal suite 
and some complimentary rooms, or offers on welcome drinks and canapés. 
They might also be able to recommend suppliers that they regularly work 
with, who could offer discounts based on the repeat custom that the venue 
provides.” 

Try to visit the venue at least once if they’re hosting a fayre or wedding show, 
so you can see the venue all dressed up as it would be on your wedding day. 

Whether you plan on getting married in a church and transferring your guests 
to a separate reception venue, or plan on having the ceremony and evening 
party all in the same place, it’ll need to be a suitable location. When 
considering a location, most couples pick somewhere that is either near to 
where they currently live, or a place where either the bride or groom grew up. 
You should also keep in mind how long it takes to get to either venue (church 
or reception) because this might have an impact on your day. You should also 
consider if it’s a little off-the-beaten track, because you don’t want your 
guests getting in a flap and running late if they can’t find the place. Similarly, 
if your ceremony venue and evening venue are separate, will you be putting 
on transport to transfer guests? This will need to be budgeted for. Finally if the 
location is in the rural countryside, what are the options for guest 
accommodation? You need to know this in advance, because it’s courteous to 
include overnight options in with your invitations. 

When to book? 

It’s perfectly normal for couples to book their chosen wedding venue 12-18 
months before their wedding date, giving them plenty of time to plan their 
perfect day. The big popular wedding venues up and down the country get 
booked up a long time in advance during the peak, summer wedding season, 
so we advise that you book as soon as you’ve found ‘the one’. 
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If however you’re planning a wedding in just a few months you might get 
lucky and be able to book a date at the last minute due to a cancellation, so 
you can still get last-minute bargains. Once your wedding date is secured and 
you’ve paid the deposit you can then move on to considering how you’ll style 
it. 

The theme of your wedding will be directly influenced by the wedding 
venue you’ve chosen and this is, without a doubt, one of the most fun 
decisions a couple will make during the process of planning a wedding. It is 
not necessary to choose a theme for your wedding but it can certainly help to 
give the wedding a more defined personality. Also, having a particular theme 
for the wedding can make it much more fun for the guests. This article will 
provide some information on how a couple can integrate a theme into all 
aspects of their wedding and will also provide some advice on choosing a 
theme. 

Couples who wish to incorporate a particular theme into their wedding plans 
should make a decision fairly early on in the wedding planning process about 
the type of theme they want to have. It is important to make this decision 
early because most couples start shopping around for invitations, thank you 
cards and personal stationary approximately five to seven months before the 
wedding date. This will give the couple plenty of time to select these items, 
order them and have them delivered in time to send the invitations out at 
least three months before the wedding date. Selecting wedding invitations 
that coordinate with the theme of the wedding will give guests a sneak 
preview of what to expect at the wedding.  

If the wedding invitations can be used to give guests a sneak preview of the 
theme for the wedding the favors can be used to send guests home with a 
memento of the wedding which will always remind them of the theme. 
Incorporating the theme of the wedding into the favor for the guests is a good 
idea because it helps to create a memory for the guests. When favors are 
chosen without a great deal of thought or consideration they are often 
discarded shortly after the wedding. However, when the favors are chosen 
carefully to be tasteful reminders of the wedding the guests are much more 
likely to hold onto these items.  

From the invitations to the favors there are many opportunities for the couple 
to tie the different elements together to coordinate with the theme. The 
bride’s gown, the groom’s attire, the cake, the place settings, the music, the 
food and the floral arrangements can all be tailored to really match the theme 
of the wedding and create a sense of cohesion. The couple will have to decide 
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how many of these elements they want to incorporate into the theme. It is 
possible to allow the theme to extend to all elements of the wedding without 
appearing cheesy but is also easy to overdue the theme. For this reason the 
couple should be careful to avoid making tacky decisions.  

Finally, while finding ways to incorporate a theme into every aspect of the 
wedding may not be difficult many couples find selecting a theme to be a 
considerably more difficult decision. The best advice we can offer is for the 
couple to select a theme that is truly meaningful to them. This is important 
because as much as the couple wants the guests to have a good time the 
wedding is for the couple and they will regret their decision if they are not true 
to themselves. We also recommend selecting a theme which will be fairly easy 
to incorporate into a number of different elements of the wedding. This is 
important because an obscure theme may sound like a great idea but if the 
couple is not able to find more than a few coordinating design elements the 
guests may not even be able to determine whether or not there was a theme 
to the wedding. 

Wedding Dance Etiquette 

Some brides and grooms involve the entire wedding party in a dance 
production that involves hours and hours of practice, but there is nothing 
wrong with a more traditional approach to the wedding dance.  

After the introduction of the bride, groom, and the rest of the wedding party, 
the bride and groom traditionally share the first dance. For the next dance, 
the father of the bride dances with the bride, and the groom dances with the 
bride’s mother. After that, the bride’s father dances with her mother, and the 
groom asks his mother to dance, and then the groom’s parents dance with 
each other. Each of the groomsmen, starting with the best man, may dance 
with the bride, and the groom may dance with the bridesmaids. These can be 
for entire or partial songs, depending on the length of the reception. 
Eventually, all the wedding guests should have some time on the dance floor. 

You can modify traditions and plan according to your personal needs and 
desires. The main goal of dancing at weddings is for the guests to have fun 
celebrating the new couple. 

Here are some General Wedding Dance Tips: 

- For the first dance, choose a song that you love and one that speaks to the 
relationship between the bride and groom. 
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- Practice dancing to the song before the wedding. If either of you has little or 
no experience on the dance floor, take a lesson from a professional. A few 
ballroom dance lessons can make a big difference between feeling clumsy 
and having confidence to dance in front of others. 

- If your wedding dress is long or has a train, bustle it so you don't trip over 
it. 

- Wear shoes that are comfortable for dancing. If you aren't used to high 
heels, wear lower heels or flats.  

- After the bridal couple dances, and all of the traditional dances are satisfied, 
many couples choose their song list for dancing based on who will be 
attending, just to show respect for the people who have taken time out of 
their busy lives to share the experience. 

Here are some tips on selecting the song list for dancing: 

- Start out with music that is milder in content.  

- Let the guests know that the music will change as the afternoon or evening 
progresses, so they can enjoy the earlier part of the night and leave when 
they sense the transition to something that might make them 
uncomfortable. 

- Include the parents of the bride and groom in song selection. You don't need 
to let them choose every song, but giving them some choice shows that you 
respect and care enough to make them happy. 

Here are some of the most common and fun Wedding Dance Trends: 

- A choreographed bride and groom ballroom dance that is clearly well 
rehearsed. This typically takes hours of dance lessons and preparation. 

- A surprise bride and groom dance that has been choreographed to shake up 
the reception. This typically starts out slow and romantic. Then the music 
stops, the bride and groom look at each other in mock surprise, and then 
they bust out some moves that have the guests doubled over laughing.  

- Wedding party dance that looks like a stage production. What better way to 
bond with your bridesmaids and groomsmen than spending your evenings 
leading up to the big day in a dance studio? 
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Hiring a Wedding Photographer 

The photographs taken on your wedding day will serve as cherished 
mementos of your wedding day for years to come. Your wedding portrait will 
likely hang in a prominent location in your home. You will likely include a 
wedding photo with your thank you notes. Close family members may also 
display your wedding photo in their home. With so many people seeing these 
photos you want to be sure they are the very best. With so much riding on 
these photos it is a good idea for the couple to take this decision very 
seriously. This article will provide sage advice for how to select a wedding 
photographer. 

First and foremost a couple should not even consider hiring a wedding 
photographer without seeing his portfolio. This is so important because the 
portfolio will give the couple the best indication of the quality of photographs 
the photographer is capable of taking. The couple should look for a number of 
things when viewing these photos. Obviously they should examine the 
pictures for clarity, lighting shadowing and other elements. The pictures 
should be clear, the lighting should appear natural and there should not be any 
shadows distracting from the subject of the picture.  

The technical quality of the photos is not all the couple should look for. They 
should also examine the photos to see how natural the subjects of the photos 
look. This is important because they want themselves as well as their friends 
and family members to appear natural in the pictures and not overly posed. 
The couple should also note whether or not the photographer takes a wide 
range of photos in many different poses or whether he seems to have only a 
limited number of creative poses. The couple should also note if the 
photographer seems equally comfortable taking pictures in indoor settings and 
outdoor settings.  

In addition to examining the portfolios of the wedding photographers it is also 
important to interview the photographer. This is important because the couple 
will be sharing the most important day of their lives with this person so they 
want to be sure it is someone they are comfortable with. The photographer 
will likely spend awhile with the bride in her home before the wedding where 
he takes a number of shots of her preparing for the wedding. He will also 
likely drop by the location of the ceremony to take similar shots of the groom 
with his groomsmen.  

After the couple has had the opportunity to examine portfolios and interview 
the wedding photographers they should be almost ready to make a decision. 
The last factor they will have to consider is the price for the photographer’s 
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services as well as the cost of the photographs. Some photographers will 
charge a flat rate for their services which includes an assortment of 
photographs. They may also have prices for additional prints. Other 
photographers may just charge a flat fee for their services and a set of proofs 
which the couple can use to order additional prints. Some couples prefer only 
paying for the proofs because they want to make decisions about the number 
and size of prints they order after they see the proofs. All of these details 
should be carefully detailed in the contract and the couple should be sure of 
these details before they make a commitment and sign the contract. 

Even more than photographs, a wedding video truly captures the spirit and 
magic of your big day—in living color. According to www.bridalguide.com, the 
best way to find a reliable videographer “who works in the style you want is to 
get recommendations from friends and family. Your wedding photographer 
might be able to provide you with a list of names, too; some photographers 
may even offer videography as part of their services. Or, try the Wedding & 
Event Videographers Association (weva.com). You can gauge a particular 
videographer's style by first checking out his or her website, where you may 
be able to view sample reels. If the videographer doesn't have a web site, or if 
it's poorly designed, take it as a sign that he or she is not technologically up to 
speed. And if that's the case, keep looking! When you start meeting with 
potential videographers, ask to see an example of an entire, edited tape from 
one wedding instead of a "best of" demo—this is the most effective way to 
gauge the quality of the product you're actually going to get.” 

Hiring an Entertainer for Your Wedding 

After months, or maybe even more than a year, of planning most couples just 
want to have a good time at their wedding and not worry about anything. 
However, one of the planning aspects of the wedding planning which can help 
to make this possible is good planning by the couple. This is because hiring 
the right entertainer for their wedding can really make a difference in the 
amount of fun the couple has as well as the amount of fun the rest of the 
guests have at the wedding. This article will provide some practical advice for 
hiring an entertainer for your wedding.  

The first step in hiring an entertainer for your wedding is deciding whether you 
want to have a DJ or a live band for your wedding. There are advantages and 
disadvantages to both options. The couple should consider these advantages 
and disadvantages as well as their personal preferences in making this 
important decision. The advantages to hiring a DJ are it typically less 
expensive than hiring a live band and the DJ will likely have a much larger 
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song list than a band will have. The advantages of a live band are that they 
can be more dynamic than a DJ and they will produce a more powerful sound.  

Once the couple has decided between a DJ and a band it is time to start 
seeking out recommendations from trusted sources. Consider asking trusted 
friends and family members for recommendations. This is the best option for 
finding great performers because your friends and family members are likely 
to give you unbiased opinions of these performers. The entertainers they 
recommend may include entertainers who performed at their own weddings or 
entertainers they have seen perform at other weddings. Based on these 
recommendations the couple can narrow down a large number of available 
performers to just a few entertainers. Once this is done the couple can 
interview these few entertainers. Most wedding entertainers will have demo 
videos the couple can view to get a feel for the entertainer’s style which 
makes it easy for the couple to choose the performer they feel will do the best 
job at the wedding.  

Once an entertainer is selected for the wedding it is very important to begin 
contract negotiations with the entertainer. Ideally the couple will have started 
the process of selecting the entertainer well before the wedding date. It is 
recommended that this process start around 5-7 months before the wedding 
date because great entertainers are often booked well in advance. Searching 
for an entertainer early will help to ensure the performers are not already 
booked but the first stage of contract negotiations should be to define the date 
and time of the wedding. This will ensure the entertainer will not book another 
wedding for this date and time. The contract for the performer should also 
include the fees for the services of the entertainer and the services he is 
expected to provide. Most experienced wedding entertainers will have an 
existing contract but the couples should carefully review this contract before 
signing it to ensure all of the items they want included in the contract are 
covered. Most entertainers are happy to make small amendments to the 
contract as long as the couple’s requests are within reason.  

Finally, once the entertainer is booked for the wedding the process is not 
completely over. The couple will still be in contact with the entertainer before 
the wedding date. Approximately two weeks before the wedding the couple 
should contact the entertainer to confirm the details of the wedding including 
the date, time and location. During this time they should also provide a song 
list. 
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Wedding Flower Rules & How to Choose the Perfect Bridal Bouquet 

Choosing your flowers is one of the most exciting parts of wedding planning. 
You want your wedding flowers to be beautiful—and so does your florist. To 
make that happen www.theknot.com suggests: 

• Be Open Minded About Flower Types 

There are a ton of flowers available year-round, like roses, hydrangeas, 
carnations, alstroemeria, callas and orchids, just to name a few. Knowing just 
this one piece of information can make your flower plan go much more 
smoothly. 

• Be Open Minded About Color 

Flower colors are never exact. Rely on your florist to help you understand the 
undertones of different varieties; for example, red ranunculus have orange 
undertones that stand out when paired with cool colors. Also remember that 
many of the photographs you see online or in magazines can be misleading; 
when the photographer is color-correcting for skin tone and lighting, it may 
adjust flower colors beyond what is realistic. 

• Consider How the Flowers Will Photograph 

Your colors may be purple and white, but mixing two colors contrasting colors 
without any shading can look like polka dots in pictures. Instead you might 
want to add in lavender and gray green foliage to give it a softer look. 

• Make Your Wedding Bouquet a Priority 

Never skimp on your bridal bouquet. It is the one floral design that will be on 
your mantel, your bedside table, at your mother's house, your in-laws' house 
and on your desk at work in photos for the next 50 to 60 years—you had 
better like it! 

• Stick to a Single Hue 

If you are on a limited budget, go monochromatic for a bigger impact. A 
monochromatic color scheme looks more organized and really gives your 
ceremony and reception a pop of color that is sure to wow even in the 
smallest amounts. 

• Reuse Your Blooms 

One way to save money on your flowers is to make your flowers do double 
duty. Design ceremony flowers in such a way that they can be redistributed for 
display at the reception. Including vases for the bouquets to decorate the 
head table is a great way to reuse the bouquets that you have already paid 
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for. Once photos are completed the bouquets are often left lying about 
anyway. 

• Know Your Budget 

The most difficult and least productive meetings are the ones where no budget 
is given. You wouldn't go to buy a car without telling the salesman in advance 
if you are in the market for a Lexus, Volvo or a Focus. 

• Break Tradition 

If you aren't planning a traditional wedding, then your flowers certainly don't 
have to be traditional either. And there's no need to limit yourself to roses and 
calla lilies. Work with succulents whenever possible. Pull in fruit and 
vegetables like pomegranates, kale, apples—whatever speaks to the wedding 
and a bride's vision. You also don't have to limit your containers to clear glass 
vases—if it will hold water it can hold your flowers. 

• Simplify Your Bridesmaid Bouquets 

If you are on a tight budget, remember, it's your day—not your bridesmaids'. 
Make your bouquet perfect. Theirs can be smaller and simpler—and therefore 
less expensive. And if you're on a tight budget, don't ask 20 girls to be in your 
wedding. Twenty times anything is a lot! 

• Get a Stem Count 

Make sure that you get a detailed proposal from every florist you meet with 
and if possible, ask them for the exact count of each flower that will be 
included. This helps you to understand what is driving the cost since flowers 
are expensive. Also, it eliminates disappointment on your wedding day when 
you expected a large, lush arrangement as described but instead got a 
minimal amount of blooms and lots of filler. If you don't like or want greenery 
say so! 

There are a few things that you need to consider when putting together a 
personal hand bouquet for your wedding: 

1. Your taste and personality  

There's no right or wrong choice, so just go for the ones you like. Keep in 
mind your wedding budget and the availability of your favorite flowers. 

2. Your bouquet's special meanings 

It might sound sentimental, but a flower bouquet that is filled with personal 
meanings and reminds you of a precious moment might be the one you want. 
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If your fiancé proposed to you with a bouquet of lilies, having lilies in your 
bridal bouquet will remind you of the day you decided to be his wife. You can 
also opt for flowers with close to your heart meanings.  

3. The bouquet style 

When choosing your wedding bouquet style, make sure that your bouquet will 
match your wedding dress and your own figure. A cascade bouquet will 
overwhelm a petite bride, while a small posy of pansies might not pair well 
with a tall bride. There are no set rules, but you should always remember to 
consider the proportions. As per www.bridestory.com, "a bouquet should 
neither overpower your look nor get lost in it." 

4. Your wedding theme and color palette 

It can help you to decide the colors that should dominate your bouquet. You 
would want your wedding to be as cohesive as possible. 

5. Your wedding florist 

After you've collected some awe-inspiring flower bouquet styles and 
arrangements as inspiration, you need to take them to your wedding florist. 
Floral arrangement is a craft that requires skill and experience, and different 
florists usually specialize in different styles.  

Deciding on the Wedding Menu 

Deciding on the menu can be a challenging issue for many couples. This is 
because there are not only a wide range of options available but there may be 
a number of dietary restrictions the couple is also considering. This article will 
discuss some of the issues involved in selecting a menu for a wedding and 
provide strategies for helping a couple to deal with this process. 

The very first decision a couple will have to make in regards to the menu for 
the wedding is the type of food they plan to offer. This may include options 
such as a sit down dinner with multiple courses, a buffet featuring one or 
more entrée items, hot or cold appetizers. The menu may be professionally 
catered or prepared by a friend or family member who is skilled in the kitchen. 
Also, there are a number of options to consider in regard to drinks. There may 
be an open bar, cash bar, non-alcoholic beverages only or the inclusion of a 
champagne toast.  
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The budget for the wedding will figure prominently into the process of making 
these decisions. Sit down dinners where the guests have a choice between two 
or more entrees will be more expensive than a buffet featuring one or more 
entrees. Likewise the buffet options will typically be more expensive than 
receptions featuring appetizers and dessert only. Once the couple determines 
the type of menu they can afford, they should also consider which type of 
reception they would prefer. For example a multiple course sit down dinner will 
take longer than a buffet line so if the couple has other activities planned they 
may want the dinner portion of the evening to be kept short. 

Many couples get caught up in worrying over dietary constraints that close 
friends or family members may have. These may be medical induced 
constraints such as requiring a low sugar or low salt diet or requiring the 
omission of foods that trigger allergic reactions or they may be based on 
personal preference such as eating a vegetarian or vegan diet due to certain 
beliefs. There may be religious limitations on the type of food guests are able 
to eat. In general the couple should not allow these dietary constraints to 
dictate the menu decisions unless the majority of the guests share these 
dietary limitations. However, if there only a few guests who have special 
dietary needs the couple can plan a menu based on their personal preferences 
but request special meals for these few guests. Most caterers will provide a 
few special meals either at no extra cost or for a very small fee. 

Finally, couples should realize this is their wedding day and should make 
decisions they will be happy with instead of worrying too much about making 
everyone else happy. It is very important for the couple to celebrate in the 
way that will be most meaningful to them because this is a day they will 
remember forever. There are certainly couples who will not be happy unless 
they have the most elegant menu possible while others will be happy with a 
much simpler menu. Whether that means filet mignon in the most elegant 
reception hall or cheeseburgers at a local restaurant doesn’t matter as long as 
the couples will enjoy and cherish the celebration. 

Food can take a huge chunk out of your wedding budget. It's often difficult to 
figure out what's acceptable as it is an area in which expert's (etiquette or 
otherwise) opinions vary widely. It can also be difficult to choose what type of 
food to serve at your reception...especially when you consider all of the 
different varieties of food available to you.  

If you are having your reception at a hall that offers food service as part of the 
package, choose your menu wisely. A steak and lobster meal at your reception 
will be quite expensive and is not really viable when throwing a wedding on a 
budget. There’s nothing wrong with an elegantly prepared chicken breast for 
your wedding meal. Perhaps offer a vegetarian alternative like fish as well. 

� 	33
www.mgdstore.com



Beef tends to be more expensive than poultry or fish, so be completely 
committed if you must have steak, you’ll pay for it!  

Consider having hors d’ouevres if your reception hall will be catering. Almost 
always, these will be cheaper than a sit down meal, and guests can enjoy 
them just as much. Here are some general tips for your wedding dinner 
catered by your reception hall:  

• It's a myth that a buffet-style meal is less expensive than a served one. In 
reality, buffets require more food and more labor so their cost is higher.  

• If you are working with a smaller group (say 40 to 70), piggyback onto 
another group's menu. This allows the hotel to buy in bulk and lowers your 
price. 

• Whenever possible, order in bulk yourself. 

• Consider other main entrees besides beef and chicken. Chefs can do a lot of 
things with pastas and the price is usually very reasonable  

• Allow the chef to try out his new, original recipes with your group. Most 
welcome the chance to be creative and lower the price per serving in 
exchange for the group's feedback. Be careful that it's not something too 
exotic, though. Lamb or swordfish might not appeal to everyone in your 
party! 

• Negotiate house wine price with dinner versus a specialty wine.  

• Find out how the caterer/hotel taxes food. If gratuity is part of the taxed bill, 
the cost will be more.  

• For halls that will allow you to bring in your own caterer, the key here is to 
shop around. Check with a local family restaurant and see if they have bulk 
meals they will offer for your reception. Almost all will or at the very least, 
will try for the money.  

Designing Your Wedding Cake 

For most brides the dress is considered to be one of the most important 
decisions the bride will make during the process of planning her wedding. Most 
brides also agree that selecting a cake designer and designing the perfect 
wedding cakes it the second most important decision the bride will make. 
These two items are considered to be so important because they are two 
symbols of the wedding which are most likely to be remembered by the guests 
at the wedding. Wedding guests are likely to talk about the wedding for days 
or even weeks after the wedding and the two things they are most likely to 
talk about are the dress and the cake. For this reason most brides feel a great 
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deal of pressure about choosing these items. This article will provide some 
advice on designing your wedding cake. 

First and foremost a couple should choose an experienced and reputable cake 
designer to assist them in designing their wedding cake. We are all for giving 
others a chance to break into an industry but be honest with your self about 
whether or not you would really want to take a chance on a cake designer with 
little or no experience on the most important day of your life. By all means do 
your good deed by hiring an inexperienced cake designer looking to break into 
the business for your birthday or anniversary but go with someone who has 
the experience you can trust for your wedding cake. Seek out 
recommendations from trusted sources such as friends or family members and 
ask for references  and check these references carefully- from cake designers 
who do not come personally recommended to you. 

Once you begin meeting with cake designers always ask to see samples of 
their previous work. This is incredibly important because you will likely notice 
the cake designer has a particular style. The cakes may all be different but 
you will likely notice there are some style elements which are common to 
many, or all, of the cakes she has designed. If there is anything about this you 
do not like it might be time to eliminate this cake designer because you will 
not likely be 100% satisfied with your wedding cake. 

It is also very important to consider the overall attitude of the cake designer. 
Ideally you want to select a cake designer who listens to your expectations but 
is realistic about whether or not these expectations can be met. This is 
important because the last thing you want is a cake designer who promises 
you they are capable of designing an outrageous cake only to have the cake 
crumble during your wedding. Likewise you don’t want to deal with a cake 
designer who is not willing to take some risks and insists you have a 
traditional cake when this is not what you want.  

Once you have selected a cake designer to design, bake and assemble your 
wedding cake you should work closely with the cake designer during the 
design process to ensure the cake you receive is perfect for your wedding. 
During the design process the cake designer should be able to provide you 
with sketches to give you an idea of what the cake will look like. Now is the 
time to speak up. If the cake is round and you want a square cake don’t be 
afraid to voice your opinions. If the cake uses a lot of colored icing and you 
want to stick to white, speak up. Most professional cake designers will not be 
offended and will be happy to make changes. 
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Favors for Your Wedding 

Giving out wedding favors is an excellent way for couples to show their 
appreciation to the guests who attended their wedding. These small gifts 
should be selected to be meaningful and meant to be a cherished memento of 
the wedding day for the guests. However, many couples have a great deal of 
trouble selecting favors for their wedding. This article will provide some tips on 
selecting wedding favors. 

First couples should carefully consider the theme for their wedding. This is 
important because selecting a wedding favor that coordinates with the theme 
can help to tie the theme together. Additionally, a wedding favor which relates 
to the theme of the wedding will help wedding guests to remember details of 
the wedding more accurately because the favors will serve as a visual cue to 
the memories of the wedding day. 

Next they should consider the budget they have set for purchasing favors for 
their guests. In general the cost of favors is not very expensive. However, 
when you consider you must purchase one for each guests, or couple, 
attending the wedding the cost can quickly add up. Even if the cost of the 
favors is only $3 per favor a wedding with three hundred guests would need a 
budget of $900 to accommodate these favors. However, couples who have a 
shorter guest list may be able to purchase more expensive favors for their 
guests. 

When selecting favors it is important to carefully consider how the favor will 
be received by the guests. This is important because the couple wants to give 
a gift which will be well received. The favor they select should have some 
value to the guests. This may mean the favor is something useful or the favor 
is something which will be cherished by the guest in some other way.  

Finally, couples will have to consider whether or not the favors they select 
come wrapped or whether the couple will have to wrap these favors 
themselves. This is an important consideration because wrapping hundreds of 
favors just weeks or even days before the wedding can be very time 
consuming, tedious and stressful. For some couples the decision between one 
favor and another is sometimes made based on whether or not the favors 
come pre-wrapped just because the couple realizes this is not a task they will 
want to take on right before the wedding day.  

Shopping for wedding favors can seem tedious at times. Whether the couple 
visits traditional stores or shops online they will likely see many options for 
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wedding favors and after awhile it can be very difficult to remember which 
favors they really liked or didn’t like. It can also be difficult to remember per 
unit prices, wrapping options and details associated with the wedding favors. 
For this reason we recommend taking notes on each favor the couple is 
seriously considering and even taking snapshots or printing pictures, if 
shopping online, to make comparisons much easier. Then once the couple has 
a chance to compile the information they need to make a decision, they 
should wait a day or two before making the final decision. Taking this break 
between the time the couple comparison shops and the time when they make 
the actual decision will give them the chance to consider everything involved 
and make the best possible decision. It is far too easy to rush to make a 
decision and wind up regretting the decision. 

These favors can be elegant, fun, or practical. Here are some great 
suggestions for fun and unique wedding favors.  

• Divinity fudge makes delicious cheap wedding favors. Wrapped up in white 
tulle and tied with a white ribbon it would be beautiful. Add a tag; you make 
yourself, with a little message like "Love is divine". Cut out the tag with 
scallop scissors and punch a hole for the ribbon. One warning, divinity 
doesn't come out well in high humidity.  

• Regular candles are nice too for cheap wedding favors. Wrap in tulle and tie 
with ribbon. Stick a small flower in the ribbon. 

• Tree seedlings, such as citrus or any kind of tree, are something everybody 
would love. They will always remember your wedding with this unique 
wedding favor idea. Wrap the plastic pot to disguise.  

• Flower seedlings or seed packets are a nice wedding favors. Wrap in anyway 
that is appropriate for your wedding. Tie with ribbon, raffia or paper ribbon. 

• Make wine glass markers from wire and beads. You can find instructions at 
the craft store. One is enough for a wedding party favor. Place in a small box 
and tie with ribbon.  

• Sachets made from lavender. Make a small bag from lace. Sew up three 
sides, put the lavender in and sew up fourth side. Attach a small silk flower. 
Potpourris in drawstring bags made of lace or tulle are pretty. They smell 
nice too. You can use any kind of bag that's easy for you to make. 

• Everybody loves herbs. Buy small ones and place plastic container right into 
a small terracotta pot. Put some moss around the top to disguise the plastic 
planter. Include a pretty tag with instructions for care and attach to a ribbon 
tied around the pot.  

• A strawberry plant is another live wedding favor idea. It can be presented in 
the same way as an herb. Anything of this nature that is in season is 
appreciated. 
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• Candies, such as M&Ms in your wedding colors, Kisses or Hugs, mints, a 
wonderful piece of chocolate or any kind that you would like, look great in a 
cupcake liner. They come in different sizes and colors. Get M and M’s in your 
wedding colors, place them in plastic bags and tie a ribbon on them.  

• For an outdoor wedding, consider buying umbrellas for a dollar a piece at 
the dollar store. Wrap them in ribbons with your colors. This, of course, is 
for a smaller wedding only, but can be a great gift to help shield guests from 
inclement weather or the sun. 

• Buy plain chocolate bars in bulk or get the miniature version. Print out new 
labels on your computer that you personalize for yourself and wrap them 
around the bars. 

• Make your own CD using your favorite songs. Include the First Dance song, 
the cake-cutting song and all the traditional songs. Make CD covers with 
your picture on it and gave all your guests a copy of the CD. You can also 
make general mix CD’s with all of your favorite songs on it – not just the 
wedding ones!  

• For a Christmas wedding, give each guest a Christmas ornament. Take a 
plain ball type ornament and use a paint pen to personalize with your name 
and the date of your wedding  

• Do you and your intended share a love of something unique? Are you big 
Nascar fans? Love to golf? Rabid about a sports team? Gear your favors 
around these unique characteristics that are you.  

Top Five Wedding Gift Ideas 

You're invited to a wedding—what should you get the happy couple? 
www.thespruce.com outlines some fun recommendations that could be 
tailored to any couple’s interests: 

1. Money 

While it may seem impersonal or uncreative, money is my number one 
recommended wedding gift. Most young couples are saving for something big 
– a house, a car, a piece of furniture, or are still paying back their student 
loans. Money may also help them have an extra-special honeymoon or let 
them order some extra photos for their album. While it's rude for a couple to 
ask for money, it is never rude to give cash. If you still want to give a personal 
wedding gift, combine the two: attach a check to a beautiful picture frame, a 
kitchen gadget, or a long letter detailing your wishes and advice for their 
marriage. 
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2. An Expensive Item Off of Their Registry  

Often the more expensive items on a couple's registry are dream wedding 
gifts that they don't think they're actually going to get. Whether you're 
wealthy enough to buy such a wedding gift on your own, or you organize other 
guests to all chip in, you'll be making dreams come true. And yes, some 
couples do dream about owning high-end kitchen appliances or deluxe vacuum 
cleaners. 

3. A Luxurious Hotel Room for Their First Night as a Married Couple 

Start their marriage off right by giving them a night to remember before they 
take off for their honeymoon. Check with the bride's mother or the maid-of-
honor to ensure reservations have not already been made, and give your gift 
early so that they'll be able to include it in their plans. In the event that the 
room is already taken care of, consider calling the hotel and arranging for a 
couple's massage or other relaxing spa treatment. 

4. A Wedding Gift to Stand the Test of Time  

Whether it's a bottle of scotch or fine wine with instructions to open on their 
tenth anniversary, a gorgeous vase, or piece of art, give a gift on which the 
couple will be able to look fondly and say "Our friend John gave us that for our 
wedding." 

5. Make Their Honeymoon Extra Sweet 

If you've ever been to the place where the couple is honeymooning, use that 
knowledge to get them a gift certificate for your favorite local restaurant. You 
could also upgrade their plane tickets to first class, give them a camera to 
help them take great pictures, or give them some spending money tucked 
inside a guidebook of the area. If the couple is open to adventure, consider 
booking a day trip with a local tour group. What couple wouldn't love to spend 
the day snorkeling with sea turtles or zip-lining through the jungle? 
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Let the FUN Begin 

Nice & Naughty Bachelorette Party Games 

Planning a bachelorette party is one of the easiest parts of a wedding to plan. 
It’s even easier now that you’ve got the MGD Store bachelorette party set and 
have everything handy for an unforgettable fun night with the girls. There are 
literally hundreds of ideas for things to do and a myriad of options for games. 
Many of those ideas are a bit on the racy side, but there are plenty that that 
are just plain clean fun.  

For example, one popular bachelorette game involves asking the guests to 
become poets. Ahead of the party, take 50 index cards and on half, write 
romantic things, like "roses", "cuddly", etc. On the other 25 cards, write very 
non-romantic words or phrases, like "nose hairs" or "ironing". Then have each 
guest draw one card from each pile. They should then create a silly poem 
based on the two very different words or phrases they have chosen, for 
example, "Roses are red, your nose hairs are ewwwww." 

One fun game that is sure to engender at least a few laughs is "name that 
item". Take a paper bag (a fabric bag is better if you have one) and fill the bag 
with typical "male items". The items might include a razor, a money clip, a tie, 
shoe polish, etc. Seal the bag, or fold it over really well. Then have each guest 
feel the bag and try to guess the contents. Have them write their guesses on a 
piece of paper. After everyone has had a chance to feel the bag, the contents 
are shown and the person with the most number of correct guesses gets the 
bag of male-oriented items. 

Here's a fun idea. This game might take the whole of the bachelorette party, 
but it's a fun one that involves all the guests, helps them get to know one 
another and provides video proof you all had a good time. You need video 
cameras for this game, so if the host only has one camera, be sure to ask 
guests to bring more video cameras. Make sure you also have enough blank 
tapes for this game. 

Depending on the number of guests at the party, you'll divide the party into 
two or more groups. It's best to divide the group into teams small enough so 
that the whole team can get into one car. So you'll have maybe five women on 
each team. You'll give each team a video camera, blank videotapes and a list 
of "scavenger hunt" type activities they must perform and tape.  
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Some video scavenger hunt ideas include having a complete stranger sing the 
national anthem, having a member of the team sing "I wish I were an Oscar 
Meyer hot dog" in the meat section of the grocery store and taping a stranger 
who can do a good impersonation of John Wayne.  

The teams should be given a specific amount of time in which to complete 
their assigned tasks and then return to the party location (ideally, a home, in 
this case). The videos are viewed and the teams vote on the team that did the 
best. Bonus points are given for the team that creates their own stunts. 

Bachelorette party games are not only designed to bring fun to the party, but 
sometimes to help people get to know one another. This might be a good 
opportunity for the bride's best friend to get to know the sister of the groom, 
or for the bride to get close to the groom's cousin or niece. So an icebreaker 
game isn't a bad idea.  

This isn't perhaps the most intellectual of an icebreaker game, but it will likely 
break the ice early in the evening before you head out to other events. Play a 
game called "I never..." and see who takes the most drinks. So the first 
woman says, "I never..." and completes the sentence. The women who have 
done the thing the first woman says she's never done take a drink. Then the 
next woman claims to have "never" done something.  

Some suggestions for this game are: "I never ..."  
• Lied about my age 
• Lied about my weight 
• Shoplifted 
• Got a speeding ticket 
• Ran naked through my house 

If you want to include some naughty games, the possibilities are endless. The 
games and activities can just barely stretch into the naughty category or they 
can be all-out embarrassing dirty games. 

Before planning any of these games, make sure the bride is willing to play 
long with them and is outgoing enough for the "public naughty" games. You 
don't want to put her on the spot or make her feel uncomfortable. However, if 
she's game and willing, many of these games are very popular and extremely 
fun for girls who enjoy a good time. So bring out your wild side and enjoy a 
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dare card game with your best friends. The MGD Store playing cards, along 
with the unique set of tattoos designed to match various personalities will 
pack your night with memorable moments.  

First up is "Suck for a buck". Buy a plain white T shirt and letter on it with 
fabric paint, "suck for a $", attach Lifesavers candy to it and have the bride-
to-be wear it. When you go out that evening, try to solicit men to suck the 
lifesavers off the T-shirt. At $1 a man, this is a nice way to pay for a few 
drinks while you're out as well! 

If the bride isn't comfortable with the Lifesaver idea, have her wear a candy 
necklace or bracelet instead and have the men simply bite off a piece of the 
candy necklace/bracelet.  

How about the game where you ask the guests which of them would like her 
virginity back? The women who say yes line up and are each given a 
maraschino cherry in a bowl. They are told they have to eat the cherry without 
using their hands. Doesn't sound so hard, right? In fact, it gets a little tougher 
and messier when the host then adds a squirt of whipped cream to each bowl 
and the women have to find and fish out the cherry all without using their 
hands. 

This activity isn't quite so naughty, but it could be, depending on the bride's 
expressions. As she opens her gifts, and this is assuming there are gifts at this 
bachelorette party, someone writes down all her expressions as she opens 
each gift. So there might be "oohs" and "aaahs" and "how cutes" coming from 
the bride. Once she is done opening gifts, someone says, "If we were outside 
(bride's name) hotel room on her wedding night, this is what we'd hear" and 
you then list the various expressions and comments she made while opening 
her gifts.  

Believe it or not, there are hundreds of products you can buy for steamy 
bachelorette parties. From fake penises to pin on pictures of hunks on the wall 
to portable stripper poles, it's all out there. How about a penis piñata? You 
could make a game out of who gets to hit the piñata. Turn any drinking game 
into the piñata game. For example, if the guest would normally take a drink, 
instead they hit the penis piñata. You could fill the piñata with the always- 
popular candy, but you could also fill it with sex toys, just to add to the 
spiciness of the game. 

If the bachelorette party is going to be held at a bar or somewhere other than 
home or in a hotel room, there are a myriad of activities you can come up 
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with to entertain the girls. For example, create a series of challenges. One 
challenge might be to wander up to a man at a bar. If he were munching the 
bar-supplied nuts, the challenge would be to say, "Mmmmm. I love a man 
with salty nuts".  

Bridal Shower Games 

If you're hosting a bridal shower, there are literally hundreds of games to 
choose from. Some are silly, some are serious, but all are about having some 
fun with the bride before she's married. Remember that YOU are the queen of 
the night and the MGD Store bridal veil & rhinestones tiara is your most 
reliable accessory that will make you feel like that all night long. 

One fun game really puts the bride on the spot with regard to her knowledge 
of her husband-to-be's life. Prior to the party, have someone ask the groom a 
series of questions, such as where he was born, what his favorite food is, 
things like that. Then at the bridal shower, put the bride on the spot by asking 
her the answers to the questions. See how many she can get right (hopefully 
at least half!). If she does well, give the girl a prize; she deserves one. 

One all-time favorite game is toilet paper wedding dresses. This game involves 
separating the guests into teams consisting of at least 2 people and no more 
than 5. Give each team a roll or toilet paper (or 2) and have them fashion a 
wedding dress out of the toilet paper. One of the team members will volunteer 
as the model. Provide them with a "dress up trunk" filled with jewelry and 
shoes. They must make the dress out of the toilet paper, but they can 
accessorize with the provided jewelry, shoes, gloves and hats. Place a time 
limit on this (5 minutes is adequate) and have the bride vote on the best 
dress. Be sure to provide prizes for the winning team! 

Another fun game that's always a hit is making the bride get dressed while 
blindfolded. Tell the bride she is to pretend she's on her honeymoon and the 
power has gone off. She must prepare for her wedding night in complete 
darkness. Provide her with a suitcase filled with items and then blindfold her. 
She must get dressed in a certain period of time (2 minutes is adequate) while 
completely blindfolded and with no help from the guests. Include some silly 
items like oversized sunglasses, garden gloves or a flannel nightgown just to 
make it fun. This is a photo opportunity, so be sure someone is waiting to 
record the end result! 

Another fun game puts the shower guests more on the sport than the bride. 
In this game, everyone puts their purses in the center of the room. Create a 
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list of items commonly found in a purse and assign a point value and create a 
list of less common items and give them a higher point value. So you might 
give lipstick 2 points, a tampon 3 points, and sunglasses 5 points. But a 
granola bar could be 10 points and a staple remover, 15 points. Then go 
through the purses awarding points and give the person with the highest 
number of points (and therefore, the most items and probably highest number 
of unusual items) a prize. 

Before the shower, create bingo cards for this shower bingo game. In the 
squares, put pictures of items you think the bride will receive at the shower. 
So, boxes might include things like lingerie, towels and the like. As the bride 
opens gifts, have people mark off that item on their bingo card. If nobody gets 
a "bingo" give a prize to the person who marked off the most number of 
items. 

This next game is a derivation of a popular game that's often played at 
bachelorette parties and involves a stripper. This is the clean version. About 30 
minutes into the party, have the bride leave the room and pass out pieces of 
paper. Have everyone write on the paper everything they can remember about 
the bride's outfit, hair, etc. How many rings is she wearing? What color is her 
blouse? Is she wearing open or closed toed shoes? Once everyone is done 
recording their observations, the bride comes back into the room and a prize 
is awarded to the person with the best observation skills. 

Pre Wedding Reception Activities 

There are so many little details to worry about when planning a wedding some 
might get forgotten. One tiny detail that often gets overlooked is how to keep 
guests entertained before the wedding reception "officially" begins. 

There is no requirement that brides entertain their guests at all. After all, they 
have already attended your wedding ceremony (which was surely engaging 
and entertaining, right?) and they will soon get music, food and drink. What 
more could they want? It turns out, a lot. While the bride and groom are off 
having pictures taken, the guests are left to their own devices, chatting with 
other guests and wondering when the buffet will open.  

In that light, it's worth at least considering some pre-reception options for 
keeping wedding guests entertained until the reception begins. Here are a few 
options, some tradition, some not so, but still fun. 
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First, you can do the traditional thing and provide guests with drinks and 
perhaps some light snacks. If the wedding is in the summertime, how about 
providing lemonade and iced tea? Or if it's the winter, coffee and hot tea or 
even hot cocoa depending on the style of your wedding. Providing a light 
snack isn't a bad idea, either, and that can be some appetizer-type food or 
just nuts, especially if the meal will be heavy. 

Now, if you want to stray from tradition, there are many options. Some brides 
opt for entertaining the guests in the truest sense of the word. Clowns, 
anyone? How about live music?  

If you want to venture into the fun and funky, consult the party planning 
pages of a local children's or parent's magazine. Here, you can find people 
who will entertain your children at their birthday parties, but many of them 
will happily take on wedding jobs. You can hire a clown to make balloon 
animals for the kids (and adults) in attendance, or to juggle a few things. 
Some clowns are true entertainers and will happily get the crowd involved by 
fetching items out of women's purses and juggling them.  

Other non-traditional options for entertaining your guests include hiring a 
band to play music beforehand. If you plan to have classical music at your 
wedding, you can have a band come and play covers of current pop songs, or 
you can simply have your hired band arrive a bit early to entertain guests 
waiting for the full reception to begin.  

If there are many children at the wedding, it's not too expensive to hire a 
children's band to sing and entertain the children for a bit. Then if the kids are 
a bit bored at the reception, they'll still have the memory of the earlier 
entertainment with them. In addition, while the children are being 
entertained, the adults can have a chance to chat and they will surely thank 
the bride for thinking of them in that way. 

Some other options for entertaining your restless crowd before the festivities 
begin are to include them in the reception before it begins. This is a great time 
to ask people to sign the guest book and write something meaningful, since 
they will have more time than they would usually have as they file into the 
reception hall. 

If the reception and the wedding ceremony take place in the same location, 
but the bride and groom are off having pictures taken, it may not seem as if 
there's this dilemma of how to keep the guests entertained, but there in fact, 
is. 
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In this case, you can have servers circulate with appetizer trays or you can do 
something more elaborate, such as some of the suggestions above. One 
popular option doesn't involve entertaining the guests at all. Say the wedding 
is being held at a historic house or mansion. During the lull before the 
reception, guests can be given a tour of the property. If the wedding and 
reception are both being held at the couple's new home, a tour of the property 
might be in order (assuming the guest list is fairly small).  

Planning pre-wedding activities is a little something extra that's not required, 
but certainly fun and entertaining for the guests. If the bride and groom keep 
in mind the distance some guests have traveled and keep activities relevant to 
that level of fatigue, they're sure to hit on some winning activities. 

As you go about planning activities for the wedding, keep in mind other 
factors as well. Do many people have children with them? Will you provide 
childcare or will the children be participants in the activities? If you have 
several guests who are older, perhaps activities can be tailored in a ay they 
can participate as well. 

Some of the more popular pre-wedding activities include things like a group 
manicure. All the women in the wedding party or ho are close to the bride 
(and certainly this could include men if they like manicures and want to hang 
out with the ladies) head to a nail salon and get their nails done. This can be 
relaxing for many women and provide a welcome respite from the hustle and 
bustle of the wedding weekend. The men might choose to golf or play a game 
of tennis while this is going on. 

Many brides and grooms choose to provide structured activities for their 
guests prior to the wedding. If the wedding is on a Saturday night, for 
example, they might choose to provide a Friday activity, especially if most 
guests are local to the wedding. You might have a wedding luau. Many times 
pre-wedding activities center around bachelor and bachelorette parties, but 
what about a stag party that includes all the members of the brides and 
grooms families? You could plan some fun (and appropriate) games and head 
out to a restaurant for a night of fun and games. Be sure to limit the drinking 
and carousing as this might not sit well with some family members. 

Here is a fun activity that can be done right before the wedding. Have 
someone begin a gift basket. The theme of the basket is "advice for the 
couple" and could be started by the best man or maid of honor. They take the 
basket to someone else's house, perhaps an aunt or cousin and leave it on the 
doorstep. That person adds an item (a book on how to end spousal 
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arguments? Or a CD of romantic music?) and brings the basket to someone 
else's house. This activity can begin a week or two before the wedding and 
everyone should know it is coming around.  

The basket can also be circulated the weekend of the wedding, but this ill only 
work if everyone is local and if they know the basket is coming. In this case, it 
also might be helpful to have someone bring the basket to a house, collect the 
item and the take the basket to the next location, reducing the need to have 
each person take the basket to its next location. Once it's full, someone can 
be in charge of putting the basket items together, wrapping it all up to make it 
look nice and bringing it to the bride and groom. It can be delivered right to 
the wedding as a gift in and of itself. 

Whatever activities you choose, be sure to keep in mind the needs of your 
guests and the limitations of those guests. If you want to plan an activity that 
includes everyone, and you choose golf, but grandpa is in a wheelchair or uses 
a walker, that might not be the best activity to plan. 

Wedding Reception Games & Activities 

We've all been to receptions that are standard - we welcome and celebrate the 
new married couple, watch them dance, and enjoy cake with them. But 
creative couples often enjoy active weddings, coming up with fun games 
that include the entire guest list. 

Including the guests is an excellent way to get people out of their chairs, 
meeting people they might not otherwise know and feeling like they are truly 
a part of the celebration, not just observers.  

One fun and active game that can be played by all your guests, including 
grandma as well as the young children, is "want it now". 

In this game, you designate a master of ceremonies (if you have a DJ for your 
wedding reception, this person can serve as the DJ). The MC will have a list of 
"wants" prepared before the reception. Everyone sits at their tables, and waits 
to hear the command. The MC says he wants a person with painted toenails. 
All the women with painted toenails run to the front of the room, toward the 
MC. Each time a table sends someone to the front first, they get a point. 

Points should be tallied during the course of this game and prizes awarded at 
the end of the game. Be sure to have some obvious "wants", as is the painted 
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toenails, or a man with a mustache or a child with a pink dress. But also 
include some surprises, like "a man with a brown purse" which will require a 
man to find a woman at his table with the brown purse and run up to the front 
of the room with that. 

Another fun wedding reception game that includes all your guests is musical 
chairs using men as the chairs. All the men line up and kneel on one knee. 
The women begin playing the game of musical chairs, but when the music 
stops, they must find a knee to sit on. No "chairs" are removed during the 
version of the game, but instead people are eliminated when either the man 
falls down when the woman finds his knee or when the woman falls down. 
Both are out either way, and if both fall down, they are also both out then (as 
well as perhaps a bit bruised). This is a fun game that often brings on gales of 
laughter and adds to a relaxed reception atmosphere. 

If many guests are traveling a good distance to the wedding or don't know 
many other guests, it's always fun to include a game that will allow them to 
now only get to know each other but the bride and groom as well. For this 
game, you'll need a MC again, which can be a very outgoing member of the 
wedding party or the DJ. The reception guests are broken into two groups, 
which can be as simple as having people count off "1, 2, 1, 2" and so on until 
the entire guest list is either a "1" or a "2". Then the two groups band 
together for the duration of the game. 

The DJ, or MC, offers a series of questions relating to the bride and groom. 
The teams should work together to answer the questions, then as quickly as 
possible provide the answer. The bride and groom will confirm if the answer is 
correct or not. This is an excellent way for otherwise "stranger" guests to get 
to know one another and have some fun in the process. It's also an excellent 
way to get to know the bride and groom!  

Organizing games at a wedding reception is a great way to get people 
involved and make them feel they are truly a part of the celebration. It's also 
a way to fill time, if the wedding planners know this isn't a "dancing" group or 
if you want to loosen people up for a long night of celebrating. Whether a 
small or large wedding, reception games work for just about any group. 

In addition, don't assume wedding reception guests will be offended or 
annoyed by these active games. Most people report to wedding planners they 
truly enjoy being more active and having fun games to play during a wedding 
reception. 
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Some brides these days are turning wedding receptions on their head and 
creating super long receptions that run through the night and into the 
morning. If this is you, planning some activities for those long nighttime 
hours is essential. 

Generally, if an all-night reception is planned, it goes something like this: the 
wedding is held in the early evening and reception follows. By about midnight, 
many of the guests will have left and the group that is remaining (generally 
the younger guests, but not always) will continue to dance and party and revel 
into the early morning hours. At some point, breakfast will be provided and 
everyone will go home to crash.  

Why do you need activities for such a reception? The answer is simple. You 
want to keep people entertained through the nighttime hours, you want to 
keep them at the reception and not let them give in to driving home to crash 
and sleep and you want to provide them with a real party. Let's face it: if they 
are willing to hang in with you for the duration, they deserve something for 
their effort. 

First, you need to be fairly organized about the activities you plan. Consult 
with your DJ about these activities and leave it to him or her to keep things on 
a schedule. Do not plan to cut cake in the middle of the night. That activity 
should take place during the more traditional evening hours, so those not 
intending to stay all night can leave. However, if you're determined to keep 
your guests all night, you could hold one activity back with the hope it will 
keep guests in the house longer. 

Depending on your guest list, you might hold off on the father-daughter dance 
until after midnight, or you could save a few toasts for the late night hours. In 
any event, having some other fun events is a great idea. 

As guests begin to fade, bring in a piñata, which you can find shaped like a 
wedding ring, a bridal dress or a champagne flute. Fill it with a variety of 
goodies. Candy is always popular, but you could also fill it with silly toys found 
in the carnival section of the party store. Have the DJ play a spirited song and 
let everyone have a chance at the piñata. Do this on the dance floor and really 
let people have a swing at it. There should be plenty of room. Once the piñata 
breaks, everyone can enjoy a taste of sweet candy or can enjoy some silly 
little carnival game or toy. 

People who stay for the duration of the wedding are going to need a rest. Plan 
a photo presentation or video viewing for this purpose. You could have 
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someone who's familiar with PowerPoint create a photo presentation or have 
someone put together a video of photos. Do this around 2 or 3 am and have it 
last a good half hour to 45 minutes. This gives everyone a chance to sit down 
and relax and also gives the DJ a chance to sit, have a rest and rejuvenate for 
the next round. 

In that same vein of allowing the guests a little relaxation, one activity that 
some brides employ is a non-activity. If the wedding is outside, you can 
provide inflatable mattresses and have some torches lit. If guests ant to sit 
down and relax, they can do so on the mattresses and still be part of the 
activity while resting. If it's been a long day and someone needs to rest, those 
reception room chairs don't seem the most comfortable. If the reception is 
indoors, think about providing large pillows for guests to sit on or create a 
corner with inflatable mattresses and lots of fabric. This can be a chatting area 
where people can go to rest but still be part of the fun. They can chat and 
catch up with other guests and then head back for more partying when they're 
rejuvenated. 

Nothing is worse than having a wedding reception filled with seated 
guests who look tired and maybe a little bit bored. Maybe this wedding 
doesn't feature a DJ and rockin' music. Or maybe the crowd isn't into that 
whole dancing thing. 

What to do? It's not that hard. There are a myriad of activities you can plan 
that will not only engage and entertain the guests, but also help them get to 
know each other and - most importantly - the bride and groom just a little bit 
better. 

Here's one that's fun and might remind you just a little bit of a football game. 
Make a placard for each guest. On one side, letter "Bride" and on the other, 
"Groom". Someone, and if you have a DJ it can be him or her, or the best man 
or maid of honor, asks a series of questions. They might be simple, like "who 
was born in New York City"? Or they might be more complicated, such as 
"who, at 6, broke their leg when they were playing with their German 
shepherd puppy"?  

Guests don't yell their answer, but rather show their placard, turning it to the 
"bride" side of they think the question pertains to the bride or to the "groom" 
side if it's the opposite. The guests' guesses can be revealing, but even more 
revealing, are the true answers. It's a great, fun way for everyone to get to 
know a little more about the bride and groom. 
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One word of caution about the above activity: Keep ex-boyfriends and ex-
girlfriends out of the questions and don't ask anything that might be a little 
too revealing or too risqué. Remember, grandmothers and grandfathers and 
young children will likely be present! 

If it's too much work to create signs for each person, you can create just two 
and create two teams - a team of men and a team of women. Grouped 
together, the teams can work together to decide on the answer and answer as 
a group. This "men versus women" concept is always popular and sure to be 
fun for everyone. 

One silly game that's always a hit really puts the groom in the spotlight. How 
well does he know the feel and touch of his new wife? In this game, everyone 
finds out. You can do this several ways. You can enlist just the wedding party 
in this game, or as many of the wedding guests that want to participate.  

Line each participant up and blindfold the groom. Put the bride somewhere in 
the mix, and send the groom on a hunt for his bride. The participants can 
either shake the groom's hand or give him a kiss on the cheek. In some 
versions, he might feel their hair or their leg. The details are up to you. 

Depending on how far you want to take this game, you can add a fun element 
to it that is sometimes popular. You have the groom feel the leg of each 
participant. The best man, or other male member of the wedding party, rolls 
up his pant leg, puts on a garter and has the groom feel that. The groom has 
to kiss whoever he thinks is his bride, while still blindfolded. Often, he ends up 
kissing a man. 

For an activity that allows the guests to be audience members instead of 
participants, consider the game of "feed me". In this game, the bride is seated 
and the groom is (again) blindfolded. He's given a piece of food and then spun 
around a few times so he's a little bit dizzy. Guided only by the helpful words 
of his new bride, he has to find her and get the piece of food into her mouth. 
Be sure to have the wedding party shadowing him so there are no accidents.  

Once the groom has fed his new wife, the tables are turned and she is 
blindfolded and must find him.  

A few notes about this activity: when feeding the bride, don't use wedding 
cake or a piece of bread with dip. In other words, don't use anything too 
messy. If the groom has a hard time finding her mouth, he might likely smear 
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the food on the bride's face and that is something that won't make a bride - 
prettily made up just hours before - too happy.  

Bridal Bouquet Activities 

When a bride orders her wedding bouquet, it might not seem that any 
"activities" will come from it other than as a thing for the bride to hold. But 
the bridal bouquet can be the source of many interesting activities and 
meaningful gestures. 

During there ceremony there are all kinds of possibilities. Certainly you can go 
traditional and have a flower for both the mother of the bride and mother of 
the groom. The moms, in particular, love this activity and guests usually 
appreciate it as well. But what if you turned that traditional gesture on its 
head and supplied flowers for both the mothers and the fathers?  

If the bride supplies flowers to both the men and women, there are a couple 
of ways to do this. What if dad's flower was enclosed in a verse that he will 
then get up and read at the ceremony? What if it was a flower to recognize 
the members of the family who have passed, and it gives dad an opportunity 
to recognize those family members? 

If the bride chooses not to have a unity candle, but wants some gesture like it, 
she can have her bridal bouquet designed by having several small bouquets 
put together. At an appropriate time during the ceremony, the bridal bouquet 
is "broken up" and various people might receive a share, such as the mothers 
and fathers of the bride and groom. 

Now, if the bride wants to hang onto her bridal bouquet during the wedding 
ceremony, but is willing to have some fun with it at the reception, there are a 
few options there as well. How about a dance involving the bridal bouquet? 
This is silly, but fun. The bridal bouquet is on display somewhere near the 
dance floor and guests must guess a flower that's in the bouquet before they 
can enter the dance floor. The first few guests might not have a problem as 
some flowers are obvious, like roses and tulips, but others might give people 
pause. Of course, this won't work if the bridal bouquet is all roses or some 
other single and obvious flower but for a traditional mixed bouquet, it can 
work well. 

For a naughty touch, the bride can hide her garter in the bridal bouquet and 
actually put it on her leg before the groom takes it off. Or she can have a 
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couple of breakaway bouquets that are wrapped in garter belts, so hers 
doesn't get thrown, but instead the tiny bouquets with garter belts attached 
are thrown. 

When it comes time for the bride to throw her bouquet, there are several 
options. Some brides choose not to keep their bouquet and simply pluck one 
flower out of it before chucking the whole thing during the bridal bouquet toss. 
This is an alternative to having a special bouquet set aside for throwing, and 
there are others as well. 

Are there are a lot of single women coming to the wedding? Maybe one 
thrown bouquet won't be enough. Many brides these days are opting for 
something a little more fun. There are a few options, really. One popular 
option is to have the florist create several small bouquets and then bundle 
them to look like one bouquet. They are tied lightly with a ribbon. When it 
comes time for the bouquet toss, the bride unties the ribbon, and throws the 
"bouquet" which is actually several little bouquets. Several women will catch 
the bouquet, rather than just one. 

Buffet Table Activities 

Most wedding receptions include a buffet-style meal where everyone stands in 
an enormous line waiting while those at the food table decide if they want 
Italian or Ranch dressing on their salad. 

There has to be a more unusual way to get people to their food, and a faster 
one at that, right? There are several fun options you can employ to feed your 
guests quickly and with a minimum of groans of hunger. 

Here are some fun options. 

One of the most popular is the number system. Each table is assigned a 
number and the MC or DJ calls numbers at various intervals. The people at 
that numbered table then find the buffet and begin their feast. You can place 
the numbers in a variety of locations. For the most utilitarian version, just 
place the number in the flower arrangement on the table. 

Some brides don't like this look of numbered table as if at a convention. In 
that case, you can put the numbers under the flower arrangements, or under 
the chairs. If you have place cards at the tables, you can write a small number 
somewhere on the card so people know which table they're sitting at. For a 
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fun variation, you can have the florist play around with the table floral 
arrangements. If the arrangements are going to have a dozen flowers, you 
could have the florist add one extra flower to table "one", two extra flowers for 
table "two" and so on and make the guests figure out which number table 
they are based on how many extra flowers they have in their arrangement. 

The flower method could be cost-prohibitive, of course, if you have a large 
guest list and many tables. 

Now, if the number system doesn't thrill you or make you think "unique", 
there are other options. Each table can have a color and the DJ simply 
calls out the color name. Depending, again, on how many tables you have 
at your reception, you could coordinate the tablecloths with the color of the 
table. So you might have white, pink, lavender, beige, and yellow tablecloths, 
and the guests sitting at that table simply move to the buffet table when the 
color of their tablecloth is called. 

Another popular option for moving people easily to the buffet table involves 
having a little fun with your guests. You provide each table with a buzzer, 
either a bell like you might find at a store, or a small silver bell. Just 
something they can buzz or ring. The DJ or MC asks a trivia question, or a 
question about the bride and groom. The tables buzz in with their answers. 
The guests at the table with the first correct buzzed answer move to the buffet 
table. You repeat the process until everyone is finally on their way to getting 
some grub. 

The trivia method is an especially fun way to help guests to get to know one 
another, as they might have to work together to come up with an answer. If 
your guests are hungry, you're sure to hear muffled groans and sighs of 
exasperation. But even with the small complaints, this is always a crowd 
pleaser because it's fun and gets everyone involved. 

Now, this next option is fun but can engender a bit of jealousy sometimes. 
When people get their place card, whether it's placed on the table, or they 
pick it up when they look at the seating chart, you can put a number on it. But 
not everyone at the same table will have the same number. If you have 100 
guests, for example, you might choose to have 10 people at the buffet table at 
a time. So each person would be assigned a number 1 through 10. 

In the same scenario as above, the DJ or MC will call a number and those 
numbers will head for the buffet table. There are sure to be more than one 
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person from each table heading for the buffet table, but the guests at each 
table won't get their food at the same time. 

This staggered feeding can be fun or a nuisance, depending. It solves the 
problem of half the room being finished with their meal while waiting for the 
"later" table to finish theirs before the festivities start, but it can also mean 
that one or two guests might be long done with their food (or wanting to head 
back for seconds) when others at the table haven't even eaten yet. 

Centerpiece Activities 

The question of who will get to take home the centerpiece can sometimes be a 
central discussion at reception dinner tables, particularly if the centerpiece is 
particularly pretty or original. 

Making a game of who gets the centerpiece, then, can be an amusing 
diversion and one many guests will enjoy participating in. Here are some ideas 
for giving away that reception table centerpiece. 

How about a game of 20 questions? Give each guest a piece of paper and a 
pen or pencil. The MC or DJ asks a series of 20 questions, but first gives the 
guests the basic background information, that is, that the answer is an 
animal, place, person or thing. Once that's taken care of, people can shout out 
questions and the MC or DJ will answer yes or no, and whoever figures out the 
answer first gets the first centerpiece, and that particular table is done 
playing. The game is repeated until one person at each table has won the 
centerpiece. 

One of the most popular ways brides give away the table centerpieces is to 
put a number on the bottom of the centerpiece and give each guest a number. 
At some point in the evening, a number is called, each guest checks his or her 
number and whoever has the called number gets the centerpiece. There are 
many ways to put a twist on this traditional activity. 

For example, you might provide each table with a number, but make it a lower 
number (ie. between 1 and 10) and the DJ or MC could move from table to 
table and have each guest do something a certain number of times. So, at the 
first table, for example, the guests might need to do "head, shoulders, knees 
and toes" six times and whoever does it first gets the centerpiece. Or, at the 
second table, the guests might be required to sing the alphabet 3 times or 
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sing "twinkle, twinkle, little star" three times and whoever does that first get 
the centerpiece. 

Another fun activity for divvying up the centerpieces is to require guests to 
produce a certain item. The DJ or MC moves from table to table, announcing 
what guests at that table will be required to produce in order to get the 
centerpiece. Maybe it's a Georgia quarter or a mint, or a doctor's appointment 
card. Whatever it is, the guest at each table who produces the requested item 
will get the centerpiece. 

You can always make it easy and offer the centerpiece to the oldest person at 
the table, or the one who took the most number of years to finish college. 
Perhaps you could create an activity where the person who has the strangest 
talent (as voted on by the tablemates) wins the centerpiece. Then, if possible, 
that person might show off the talent for the entire reception party.  

If you like musical chairs, you can play a game of musical dollar bills in order 
to give the centerpiece away. Someone takes out a one-dollar bill and music 
begins playing. Everyone at the table passes the dollar bill around the table 
and when the music stops, whoever is left holding the bill gets the 
centerpiece. Or this game can be played a bit more traditionally with the 
person with the bill being eliminated, and the game continuing until only one 
person is holding the bill. That person can then be awarded with the 
centerpiece. Or, for a fun twist, the bill can be passed around and when the 
music stops, the person holding the bill is told to return it to the person who 
first supplied it. That is the person who gets the centerpiece. 

Some fun, and fairly traditional, ideas include the birthday person getting the 
centerpiece. At each table, the person who has a birthday closest to the 
wedding gets the centerpiece. Or if there are married couples at the table, the 
couple who have been together the longest can get the centerpiece, or the 
couple who were married most recently. Perhaps the centerpiece should go to 
the person with the longest hair, or the strangest shoes (again, this would be 
voted on by tablemates).  

Dance Floor Activities 

Dancing is an essential component at most wedding receptions. We look 
forward to the couple's "first dance" and the bride's special dance with her 
father. It's also a place to get loose and funky, if you're a guest or a member 
of the wedding party. 
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But what if the wedding planners decided to add some fun and surprise to the 
dance floor by adding fun activities there? This doesn't mean a rousing version 
of the "Bunny Hop", which, while maybe essential, is hardly unique.  

There are, however, many fun games and activities you can add to your dance 
floor activities that are sure to be a hit. 

Try a fun game of the "chicken dance". Ok, so that doesn't sound too original. 
But if most of your guests are just sitting at their tables, watching a few brave 
couples dancing, or just finishing their meals, you might want to get everyone 
up and having fun. Try this game. 

The DJ announces a number. Everyone looks under his or her chair, where 
there is a number. Depending on the number of guests at the wedding, there 
might be only numbers "1" and "2" or more, up to 5.  

So, say the DJ announces number "4". Each person checks under their chair to 
see what their number is. These numbers can be written simply on a piece of 
masking tape and affixed to the underside of the chairs when the reception is 
being set up. Each "4" in this scenario will head to the dance floor to do the 
chicken dance with the other "4s". Not only does this get people out of their 
chairs and on to the dance floor, they get to know other wedding reception 
guests they might not otherwise know. 

One dance floor activity that's gaining popularity is to bring in a dance teacher 
for the wedding reception. As a kind of pre-dance activity, the teacher will 
quickly walk people through their paces on the dance floor, perhaps teaching a 
bit of the waltz or, for something completely different, a little bit of the tango, 
before the music officially begins and dancing commences.  

Having a dance teacher do a bit of teaching not only livens up the reception 
right from the start, but it gets people out on the dance floor who might 
otherwise be too self-conscious normally to get out there and let it all hang 
out. And practically speaking, it will likely make the wedding guests feel more 
confident in their skills before the "official" dancing begins. 

Another fun activity to get everyone on the dance floor, including even the 
most reticent, is something you can refer to as the "snowball" dance. This is a 
good way to jumpstart the dancing at the beginning of the evening.  
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Here's how the "snowball" dance works. The wedding party, bride and groom 
included, will head to the dance floor for a fun dance. The music for this dance 
should be fast, something with a disco beat or a fast song that most people 
have at least a passing familiarity with. After a bit of wedding party dancing, 
the music stops. The female members of the wedding party move into the 
crowd and bring back one male each. The male members of the wedding party 
do the same, but they bring in female guests. The dancing then begins again. 
This is repeated until all the guests are dancing. It's truly a snowball effect! 

Fun Wedding Music Activities 

Music is as much a component of a good wedding as food and drink. You can 
have a wedding without music, but it's likely it will seem a little quiet and dull. 
So whether you have a full live band, a string quartet, a DJ spinning tunes or 
recorded music from a boom box, it should be included. 

But music's not just for dancing. There are a myriad of activities you can plan 
around the music that will add an element of fun to your wedding.  

One popular idea is to play musical chairs. Sure, this is a fun kid's game and 
you don't want to insult your guests in any way, but you can have some fun 
with this version of musical chairs. The chairs can be just about anything, 
from chairs lined up from the food tables, to the floor, if you think your guests 
might be open to sitting on the floor (and then having to get up and down 
again). One fun option is to use the men as the chairs - they kneel on the 
floor, with one knee on the floor and the other bent. The women sit lightly on 
the men's' knees as they are playing musical chairs. When either the man or 
woman falls down, that couple is out, until one couple is left. 

Some brides and grooms like to play musical chairs in order to give away the 
table centerpiece, which many guests like to take home. Instead of assigning 
a number and awarding the centerpiece to the person in possession of that 
number, you have each table play musical chairs until the person left standing 
is the one that gets to take home the centerpiece. 

How about a rousing game of "name that tune"? This is a game that's best for 
a smaller, intimate wedding where everyone knows the bride and groom well. 
Prior to the wedding, whoever is planning the wedding should get a list of 
favorite songs of both the bride and groom. Create a CD of those songs, and 
then create a game of "name that tune". Guests can be divided into teams 
and then be played just a small snippet of each song.  
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After guests hear that first snippet, they can then "bid" on how quickly they 
can name the tune. So one group might say they can name the tune in 10 
seconds, while the other group might say 5 seconds. Once one group has 
bowed out, the other group will then have to "name that tune". This is a fun 
game that gets everyone involved and which the bride and groom are 
particularly delighted by. 

Depending on the style of the wedding, there are many fun games you can 
play to get the bride and groom out on the dance floor. Now, if this is a very 
large and very elegant wedding, this option might not work since there is 
certain decorum to maintain, but for a casual, fun, family-centered wedding 
some of these games can be fun.  

If guests want to "call out" the wedding couple onto the dance floor, they can 
be asked to get out on the dance floor themselves first and hula hoop or 
perform their own version of a break dance. Much in the way guests 
sometimes have to "perform" to get the couple the kiss this is another way to 
get the guests involved and having fun in order to create fun wedding 
memories for the bride and groom.  

Fun Wedding Photo Ideas 

Pictures are an integral part of any wedding. Newlyweds are usually thrilled to 
get their pictures back from the photographer so they can relive their special 
day. But there are many special activities you can build into a wedding that 
involve photos. 

One fun idea that many brides employ is to take photos of everyone as they 
arrive at the wedding, almost like you do at a high school prom or company 
Christmas party. You can provide a backdrop and couples can pose either for a 
paid photographer or for whoever happens to pick up the camera. These 
pictures can be taken with a Polaroid camera for instant fun or with a 
disposable camera. If you want slightly higher quality photos, go for a digital 
camera.  

This can be an excellent way to keep guests busy and happy until the "official" 
reception begins with the arrival of the bride and groom.  

As an extension of that idea, you can take instant photos and create 
scrapbook pages or memory book pages with the photos. There can be 
supplies on hand so guests can create pages on site, or pages can be pre-
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made and photos simply placed into the prepared spaces. If guests don't want 
to create pages on site, or the bride doesn't want this particular activity going 
on, the photos can be saved for later. As a gift for the bride and groom, 
someone can create memory books with these photos.  

If Polaroid cameras are used, another option is to have the people in the photo 
sign the Polaroid photo and place that in a basket somewhere. The bride and 
groom will enjoy looking at the photos later. 

While it's not a particularly unique idea, many brides like to provide disposable 
cameras on each table at the reception so guests can capture candid shots of 
the reception and the table guests. These photos can be added to the 
newlyweds' wedding album or they can be placed into a separate album 
showing the wedding from the guests' perspective. 

Another fun activity sure to be entertaining is to create a "silent photo guess" 
area. Here's how this works: before the wedding, someone close to the bride 
and groom collects pictures of the bride and groom at various stages in life. 
The photos should depict the bride and groom doing things, not at Christmas 
or with their first birthday cake. In other words, the photos should include 
some action, but it shouldn't be obvious in the picture what has taken place or 
where the person is.  

Much like a silent auction, people will come along and look at the photos, then 
take a silent guess as to what the photos show. They can write their guess on 
a piece of paper and put it in a numbered basket that corresponds with the 
number on the photo. Reading these guesses during the reception is 
entertaining and sure to be amusing. The bride or groom can provide the real 
answers. This is a particularly fun activity at a relatively small, family wedding 
where the participants know the bride and groom very well.  

If you want to provide an area for guests to have their photos taken but aren't 
thrilled with the "prom night" idea, how about having a photo corner set up 
somewhere in the reception hall or facility. Here, the wedding photographer 
will take candid shots of wedding guests. They might be couples, but could 
also be entire families, friends having a good time, or the groom being carried 
on the shoulders of the best man. Whatever the pictures end up being, they 
provide a fun, "let it all hang out" area for the wedding guests and a surprise 
for the bride and groom. Since they will likely be busy with all the reception 
details and having the time of THEIR lives, they might appreciate knowing 
their guests had a pretty good time too, as evidenced in the photos. 
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Kids Wedding Reception Activities 

Not all brides and grooms want to exclude children from their wedding. Many 
are happy to welcome children into their wedding both as members of the 
wedding party and as guests. 

Having children at a wedding, however, poses a myriad of problems. Do you 
leave the children to their own devices and hope they behave and don't get in 
the way? Do you provide a room with childcare so they are "present" but not 
too much under foot? Perhaps the best solution is a simple mix of both, with a 
smattering of fun built in. 

First of all, if children are invited to the wedding, take into consideration the 
ages of the children. Babies will have to stay with mom and/or dad, for a 
variety of reasons. So planning to have all the children in another room might 
not be feasible. But if the children are toddlers up to about age 12, you can 
provide a separate room for them with childcare and a make a number of 
activities available to them. 

If the children will be in a separate room at the reception, you can provide a 
coloring table, perhaps a TV with an appropriate movie ready to roll, and some 
board games. That could probably be enough for the duration of the wedding 
reception. Be aware of a few things: there should be a ratio of at least 1 adult 
for every 5 children if the children are toddlers, or 1 adult to every 10 children 
if the kids are older. Don't expect the kids to take up the activities on their 
own, but rather tell the childcare provider to get the kids involved in the 
activities by doing them him or herself. 

What if the children will be part of the reception festivities? What activities can 
be geared specifically to children at the reception? There are plenty of things 
you can do, really. You can certainly plan a coloring table at the back of the 
reception hall or room. There, you can provide loads of paper, coloring books, 
markers and crayons. Paints are not recommended, for obvious reasons, and 
moms will thank you if you remember to supply the kids with washable 
markers and crayons only.  

The art table can be more than just coloring, however. Buy a huge bag of pipe 
cleaners. Kids can amuse themselves for long periods of time, making 
animals, odd figures and the like. Make sure you have at least 20 or more pipe 
cleaners for each child, however, as children can go through these quickly. 
Think about "clean" clay, the new products that don't stick to anything and 
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don't leave a trace on furniture. With a few different colors, kids can create a 
variety of figures, faces or forms.  

Many brides like to plan more formally for their small guests. There are 
several options if this is the route you want to take. One popular option is to 
have paid entertainment on hand just for the children. This can take place in a 
separate room or toward the back of the reception room or hall if it's large and 
the guest list is big. You can hire a clown or a balloon artist. You can have 
someone braid the children's hair and provide temporary tattoos. If there is a 
separate room available, you can even hire a children's musician to come and 
entertain the kids. The options are endless.  

If no plans are made for the children, but they arrive at the wedding expecting 
entertainment, you'll have to make some plans. One option is a "child only" 
dance, which allows only the children on the dance floor. This is not only cute 
to watch, and could be entertaining as well, but it will bring a smile to the face 
of every grandma and grandpa present.  

Wedding Cake Activities 

Upon arrival at the wedding reception, many guests head for the cake table so 
they can admire the cake. Some time later, the bride and groom come along 
for a picture opportunity and the grand cutting of the cake. Then everyone 
enjoys cake and it's gone. Believe it or not, there are many more activities 
that can make the wedding cake more about fun and less about tradition. 

Of course, watching the bride and groom push cake into each other's mouths 
is a long-enjoyed tradition, but there are many more fun - and less messy - 
activities to consider as well.  

One new option that's gaining popularity is to have cupcakes instead of a 
cake. This is a method that is usually more affordable than having a cake and 
it can be a lot of fun. Cupcakes are decorated in alignment with the wedding 
theme, just as a cake is, but the cupcakes are instead arranged on tiered cake 
plates and displayed on a cake table until it's time to eat them. The cupcakes 
can be simply handed out on plates to each wedding guest. 

Now, what's fun about using cupcakes instead of a whole wedding cake is you 
can save money, certainly, as many reception halls and caterers charge a per 
slice fee to cut and serve the wedding cake, but you can also build activities 
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into the cupcake presentation. For example, the cupcakes that are for the 
bride and groom can have a different decoration than the ones for the guests.  

As an extra touch, you can have the baker include a special prize in one or 
several cupcakes. A small charm or tiny toy can be baked into the cupcake. 
Whoever gets the charm wins a special prize. These prizes can range from a 
gift basket or gift certificate to a restaurant to a dance with the bride or 
groom. 

Some brides like to use a Southern tradition and have charms baked into the 
wedding cake. Similar to the idea above for cupcakes, this involves baking 
small charms or tiny toys (but usually charms) into the cake. Those who get 
one of the charms are said to have good luck. You might even consider having 
charm bracelet charms baked into the cake, which are then made into a charm 
bracelet for the bride. 

Not everyone enjoys cake. How about an activity for those who won't be 
eating cake? They can be required to do the "Macarena" or the chicken dance 
during the time when everyone else is eating cake. If they manage to do the 
dance continuously while the other guests enjoy cake, they win a prize. Or 
they simply get to sit down, as now they are tired! 

In keeping with the dance during cake theme, how about a requirement that 
in order to get cake, a guest must perform an impromptu dance first? Or there 
could be trivia questions about the bride and groom or about popular culture. 
Guests must correctly answer the questions before getting their cake. There 
could be competitions among tables or individuals for most questions 
answered correctly. 

Many people believe that once the cake is cut, they are free to leave if they 
wish. Since cake cutting usually comes after the meal and after dancing and 
other traditional celebration activities, many people take the opportunity to 
leave the party after the cake is cut and enjoyed. 

If the bride and groom want their guests to stay after the cake is eaten, it is 
worth some extra effort to build some activities into the cake-cutting event so 
people will stick around longer. This can be as simple as telling people not to 
leave, or can be more subtle and fun.  

For example, each person could receive a slip of paper with his or her cake. 
These slips of paper could be prepared ahead and provided to the catering 
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company with instructions that one folded strip of paper be placed on each 
plate with the cake. The paper might give an agenda for the rest of the 
evening or might ask its recipient to perform a little dance, to head over to 
give the groom or bride a kiss, or might ask them to take the flower girl out 
on the dance floor for a spin. The unknown will keep all the guests guessing 
and provide some entertainment as the instructions are carried out. 

Wedding Guest Book Activities 

Traditional brides don't have to have traditional guest books. Certainly you can 
purchase a standard guest book and ask your guests to sign it, but there are 
so many more guest book-like activities that are more unique. 

Let's move from the popular to the less well known. One very popular option 
allows guests to sign a picture of the bride and groom. Simply take a picture 
of the bride and groom and have it matted in a mat several inches larger than 
the photo itself. Place a frame around this, but don't include the glass or 
Plexiglas frame. You'll add this later. Some people prefer to use "bulldog" clips 
to keep the mat together instead of putting the picture in the frame. The 
picture can be framed after the wedding. 

Most couples choose a nice photo of themselves for this picture/guestbook 
option, although if there's a formal engagement photo, this is an excellent way 
to preserve that photo and show it off to friends and family. If photos are 
taken before the wedding with the bride and groom in their wedding attire, 
you can certainly use this photo. Many couples opt to either leave the mat 
empty or they place a temporary picture in the mat and add a wedding picture 
later.  

Be sure to have a nice Sharpie marker handy and place the picture on either a 
sturdy easel or on a table where guests are sure to see it. 

Another option is instead of providing a picture of the bride and groom to sign, 
the guests are provided with a picture of themselves! Simply provide a 
Polaroid camera and assign someone the job of taking pictures of the guests 
as they arrive at the reception. Once the picture is dry, provide a Sharpie and 
they can sign the picture, make a note to the bride and groom or hand draw a 
silly picture. It can be whatever the guest wants it to be. This is a unique, and 
personal, way for guests to "sign in" at the wedding.  
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Whoever handles the taking of the pictures should also handle putting them in 
an album of some sort. A scrap booker might provide a special memory book 
with the Polaroid pictures in it, or the pictures can simply be placed in a nice 
album and presented later to the bride and groom. 

Many guests don't give a great deal of thought to the guest book. They whiz 
by the guest book table more concerned with getting their cocktail and hitting 
the dance floor. If this is a concern, provide a "traveling" guest book. Send 
each guest something either to sign or decorate before the wedding. 

In this "traveling" guest book scenario, there are several options. One of the 
easiest is to send each guest a small piece of paper and ask them to write 
something meaningful or thoughtful for the bride and groom on it. The pieces 
of paper are returned prior to the wedding (to ensure a better response, 
provide a self-addressed stamped envelope with the paper) and can be 
compiled in some meaningful way for the bride and groom and presented to 
them on their wedding day. 

If the guest list is a creative or particularly close group, there is one other 
option that is even more meaningful. Again, in a scrapbook fashion, send each 
guest a piece of paper to sign or decorate. The paper should be the size of a 
photo album, so it might be a 6 x 6 piece of paper, an 8 x 8 piece of paper, or 
even 12 x 12, if the guests are up to that larger size.  

In a letter that arrives with the paper, the guests are instructed to create a 
memory page for the bride and groom. They might include photos, quotes, 
little anecdotal stories, or combine all of these with stickers or 
embellishments. It's thoughtful, meaningful and personal and it's an excellent 
way to include guests who might not be able to attend the wedding, but would 
still like to be a part of it. 

Wedding Toast Activities 

Giving a toast is a responsibility that puts fear in the speaking hearts of most 
members of a wedding party. While it's not usually something that is 
particularly long or involved, it's public speaking (which doesn't sit well with 
many people) and really puts people on the spot. 

If you are planning a wedding and know that most members of this wedding 
party are hams who won't mind the whole "public speaking" thing, then by all 
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means keep the toasts traditional with dad, the best man and others taking 
their expected turns at the microphone. 

But if you're looking for something different, either because you want to save 
putting people on the spot, or you simply want to do something different and 
fun, read on.  

First, you can certainly take the whole toast thing off the agenda if you wish. 
There are no rules requiring a toast at any wedding. Weddings should be 
unique events and reflect the personalities of the bride and groom.  

But if you want to do something a little different, there are options. You can go 
the video route, which asks people to essentially make a toast on camera and 
then the video is given to the bride and groom later. This isn't a particularly 
unique idea, but it does solve the issue of not wanting to put people on the 
spot and still gives everyone a chance to say something special to the bride 
and groom.  

If your guest list includes many outgoing people then consider "pass the 
microphone". This can work in several ways. You can either be silly with it, or 
deadly serious. Most people like silly. Say dad takes the microphone first. His 
last name ends with T (so, let's say dad's last name is Smith). He must find 
someone whose first name begins with a T (Tom? Tony? Tina? Theresa?) and 
pass the microphone to that person, who then gives a toast. 

This method of giving toasts does put people on the spot (certainly before the 
fun begins you can warn them so if they are really uncomfortable, they can 
escape to the restroom or bar) but it can also be a lot of fun. Getting people 
when they least expect it and then asking them to remember something funny 
or meaningful about the bride and groom can result in interesting, funny and 
truthful results. 

You might also decide that one person at each table be required to give a 
toast. Number the tables and at various intervals, have the MC or DJ call a 
number, which will require guests at that table to decide amongst themselves 
who will give the toast at that table. Certainly, more than one person can if 
they like, but there will likely be at least one ham at each table who will enjoy 
standing up and toasting the newlyweds. 

Say you have plenty of public speakers in the group, and finding willing toast 
participants won't be a problem. But you think the subject matter might be. 
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There's an easy solution to this problem. You can provide open-ended topics 
for the toast speakers. Say you are providing an "open mike" toast 
arrangement, where anyone can request the microphone and offer a toast. 
The DJ, MC or someone else in the wedding party (perhaps the maid of honor 
or best man) can offer the speaker a surprise topic, which might be pulled 
from a champagne flute or drawn out of the floral arrangement on the head 
table. There might be slips of paper to choose, or just one sheet of paper with 
several ideas. 

The speaker might choose to finish this sentence, "I remember when (groom's 
name here) was a little boy, he always ..." or answer this question, "When was 
(insert bride's name here) at her silliest? Tell us the story". You might have to 
give each speaker a minute or two to collect their thoughts, but you're sure to 
have some interesting stories, some unique anecdotes and some different 
perspectives on the bride and groom. 

Post Wedding Activities 

For many couples, the wedding is not over once the reception is. Depending 
on the location of the wedding and the couple's relationship with their families, 
often there are other activities that follow the main event. 

One of the most obvious is a breakfast the day following the wedding. This is a 
time for everyone to touch base with each other, check in on how everyone did 
and perhaps share memories of the night before. This breakfast activity can 
be as simple or elaborate as you like. Some people like to have this breakfast 
at a relative's house because that is friendly and familiar and more conducive 
to everyone hanging out and enjoying themselves. It can be potluck style or 
catered. You can also meet up at a restaurant. 

Many families like to have the bride and groom open presents the day after 
the wedding. There are many who believe the bride and groom are required to 
open presents in the presence of family for good luck. In that case, building in 
the opening of presents is essential. This can be a simple gathering of friends 
and family or you can turn the present opening into an all-out activity, where 
each item is opened, demonstrated or displayed and discussed in great detail. 

Opening gifts doesn't have to a dry activity. You can add some silly fun. How 
about starting with the smallest and moving to the largest gifts? Or working in 
the reverse order? You might even create a game. Everyone has to guess 
what's in each gift prior to its being opened. (Of course, people can't guess on 
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their on gifts.) Someone can be in charge of keeping a tally and whoever gets 
the most right, wins a small prize. 

The women in the bride's family might want to help her pack up her gown (or 
send it to the dry cleaners) and preserve her wedding bouquet. This can easily 
be done at home and the women (particularly those who are crafty) might 
want to get started on preserving the flowers as well. 

In the crafty light, some brides might want to plan a scrapbook party for after 
the wedding. You won't have photos back from the photographer, but you can 
scrapbook many other wedding events, such as pre-events like manicures, 
various parties and the candid photos take by wedding guests the night 
before. More than being focused on the photos, this activity gives the women 
a chance to reflect on the events of the wedding, laugh at all the fun ties and 
journal and preserve memories before some are lost. It will also help the bride 
feel as if she's partly in control of all those photos before she leaves on her 
honeymoon and takes yet more photos. 

If gifts were opened on this "day after the wedding", crafty groups might want 
to make thank you cards. Choose a design long before the wedding, perhaps 
even making a prototype as well. Then have all the supplies on hand and give 
everyone good ideas about how the cards should be made. Even the men can 
get on this act, helping to fold the cards, perhaps handling any computer work 
and even getting their fingers on glue and scissors. Send the bride and groom 
off with these homemade cards so when they get back from their honeymoon, 
all they have to do is jot off a quick note. 

Some brides and grooms plan activities the day fter the wedding that are 
designed to help everyone calm down, relax and unwind after what has likely 
been a busy weekend. In this light, you can plan a picnic at the park and bring 
along games to play. You might pack a football, a volleyball net or items to 
play baseball. You might bring along water guns or a dartboard. Whatever it 
is, the idea here is to have some fun and blow off steam. Make your own rules 
when playing the games. It really doesn't matter. Today is about relaxing, 
unwinding and spending some quality time with friends and family before the 
special weekend is over. 
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Conclusion 

How about all those tips for getting the flawless wedding you have 
always dreamed about? 

At MGD Store, we strive to offer the Best quality materials and a 
pretty awesome customer care.  

So don’t shy away from sendings us some love  

at hello@mgdstore.com  

or visit www.mgdstore.com for news and special promotions!

� 	69
www.mgdstore.com

mailto:hello@mgdtore.com
http://www.mgdstore.com

