
Pruning: -
Starting after all the leaves had fallen and the canes have lignified. As early as the 1st of December and no
later than the 1st week of January. Pruning only on dry cold days if possible. On wet days we can pull the
canes down from the wires and out of the vineyard.

Pulling down: 
Cut the tendrils first and pull down the canes. The canes will come out more easily if they are pulled down
rather than sidewise. We will then pile them up in small piles (brace size) to be taken out of the vineyard to
be burnt.

Dispose of canes: 
If previous year’s vines were diseased  Canes to be disposed of before budburst on or about the 1st of
April.Otherwise canes to be left in middle of row and mulched into ground with mowing (ideal scenario).

Tying down: 
This operation should start only when the sap starts flowing and the canes are a bit more flexible. In the
depth of the winter canes are brittle and may break when bent. To be completely finished by the 1st of April
when we expect budburst. Small buds are extremely tender and would drop at the slightlest touch. One
bud = two bunches, 6 buds= one bottle.

Budrubbing: 
Starting when the shoots are about 8 inches. To finish as soon as possible, and no later than flowering time
at the end of June/beginning of July. A second pass may be necessary. Budrubbing could be divided on two
tasks, watershoot removal and shoot selection at the crown. During this time we will also carry out flag
shoot removal to control disease. 

Wire positioning: 
Before tying down, the first foliage wire should be dropped under the fruiting wire. Then, in May, it can be
lifted to hold the first growth. The exact date is determined by the amount of growth. The position on the
post depends on the length of the shoots the wire needs to hold. Immediately after lifting the first wire, the
second wire should be dropped to under the fruiting wires. The second foliage wire to be lifted when the
shoots are 10 to 20 inches over the first foliage wire. 

Tuck in: 
Some of the canes would not be long enough to be hold by the wire when the wire was lifted. A couple of
weeks later tuck in should follow. Same after lifting the second wire. There should be two passes  of tucking
in. 

Leaf stripping: 
This task has several functions: 1, open the canopy to allow the wind through to dry the bunches, 2, expose
the grapes to the sun to raise their temperature and help with ripening, 3, allow the spray to reach the
berries, 4, increase picking speed as the bunches are more visible. It should be finished just before bunch
closure for it to fulfil all intended functions.

Topping canes: 
Canes should be topped when they reach 10inches over the post tops. It is better to do several passes
cutting the tip of the vines as they reach that height, than waiting for all the canes to reach that height. The
shoot responds to tip cutting by growing laterals. If the canes are too long at the time of cutting, they send
laterals around the fruit area.
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