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Since launching the Mossy Earth Membership in July we’ve received some really 

useful feedback from you guys. We wish to implement it all as soon as possible but 

in the meantime, we’d like to begin by outlining the membership.  

In this document we explain the current state of the membership and where we 

wish to take it in the coming weeks and months. 

But firstly, we’d like to say a big thank you for becoming one of our first members! 

We’re excited by the huge impact we can have together and all the features we’ll 

be launching in the coming months. As usual, please feel free to reach out to us with 

any questions, suggestions or an informal chat about the projects. 
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We plant your 24 trees (or more for custom memberships) across our four 

projects at the best time of the year for each project. This means some 

months you will receive no photos, some months you will receive many in one 

go and some months we will assign you recently planted trees. 

Every four months we’ll invite you to vote on a rewilding impact project. 

These will be varied, and we would love to hear your suggestions on future 

rewilding actions. The first vote is planned for the end of September to be set 

up in October and November …watch this space! 

The first Mossy Earth guide will focus on Sustainable Travel. Matt will publish 

this guide late September. We aim to create a collection of guides that cover 

a variety of topics relating to a low-impact lifestyle and are updated on a 

regular basis with new suggestions and ideas. 

Your introduction email contains a simplified carbon assessment. If you’d like 

to discuss your footprint in greater detail let’s have a call! Having a chat with 

our members is a great experience and gives us the opportunity to 

understand you better and present Mossy Earth properly. So please feel free 

to reach out to schedule a call, we really mean it! 

We’re clearly much better at tree planting than coding… Nevertheless, we 

have great short-term ambitions for our customer accounts. In the upcoming 

months we will transition towards a more functional system that will also 

display useful statistics such as tree numbers and CO2 sequestrated, as well 

as all your tree photos and GPS coordinates and the latest updates for each 

project. 

Your Membership at a 

Glance 



Introduction 
 

 

 

The aim of this membership is to connect you with a handpicked set of reforestation and 

ecosystem restoration projects that each have a unique story and genuine mission. 

 

From the onset our goal has been to guarantee that your monthly contribution fully offsets 

your carbon footprint. We aim to do so in the most transparent way possible, hence the 

photos and GPS coordinates for every tree as well as project updates and seasonal 360-

degree photos.  

We believe it’s best to focus first on helping you reduce your carbon footprint as much as 

possible and to offset the remaining CO2 emissions through reforestation. For this reason, 

we think it is important that you, as one of our members, have an estimate of your carbon 

footprint. The general assessment we send out is accurate enough to understand whether 

the membership covers your carbon footprint. Nevertheless, should you wish to have a 

more in-depth estimate or an alternative membership plan, we are always available to call. 

To further assist you in reducing and managing your footprint, we will send you a low-

impact living guide every two months. 

Taking this as a solid base we then decided to add a special rewilding project every four 

months to further your positive impact on the environment and shine a light on some very 

worthy ecosystem restoration projects. We’ll invite you to vote every four months to pick 

the next project.  

Finally, we hope that by bringing together a group of people with a common mission we’ll 

be able to find many synergies. Please feel free to share any tips and information as well as 

connections to interesting projects and ecosystem restoration causes. We promise to 

always be available to answer your questions and hear your opinion so please feel free to 

reach out at any time and we’ll find some free time to call and chat with you. 

 



Tree Planting 
 

 

 

Reforestation is the core of your membership and we want to do it the right way! 

 

Every tree is native to the region where it 

is planted and a local forest engineer 

plans and oversees the interventions in 

each one of our four projects. Together, 

we carefully select the mix of species and 

the most adequate distribution of the 

trees in each hectare. Our aim is to create 

native forests that harbour flourishing 

self-sustaining wild ecosystems capable 

of coexisting with the human populations 

in the region. 

 

 

Our Projects 

We currently have four projects in three countries. You can read all about them by 

following the links to the project pages below. We will introduce you and update you on 

each project when your membership trees are planted in those projects. 

• Wildfire restoration (Portugal) 

• Foraois – reforesting Ireland (Ireland) 

• Native oak woodland regeneration (Portugal) 

• Healing clear cuts (Romania) 

We aim to have a UK and a US project up and running by the end of 2019.  

Reforestation in wildfire areas of 

Western Iberia. 



 

Batch Planting & Proving Additionality 
 

To ensure we are as efficient as possible we do our planting in batches. This means that we 

will not be planting in all projects every month of the year but instead in one or two 1-

month windows in each of the projects at the most suitable time of year. The reasons for 

this are: 

 

1. Guaranteeing we have the best weather conditions possible when planting to give 

your young trees a good start in life. 

 

2. Taking advantage of the economies of scale achieved by planting in larger numbers. 

 

The final advantage of batching is that it allows us to be very clear in proving the 

additionality of our reforestation.  If you are unfamiliar with this term it means being able 

to prove that your contribution planted a specific tree and it would otherwise never have 

been planted without your action. Batches allow us to have a finite grouping we can assign 

individuals to and close when full and then track the survival rates as an ongoing cohort. 

We will never move on to assigning people to a new batch until the previous batch has been 

filled. Thus, ensuring your contribution always leads to an extra tree planted. 

This means some months you will receive no photos, some months you will receive many 

in one go and some months we will assign you recently planted trees.  

 

Nursery in Portugal 



Counting & Photographing 
 

Once planted we count all the trees and 

photograph 70% of the them. The other 30% 

are left out as an unassigned buffer.  

We mark each sapling with a small white pebble 

to ensure we never repeat a photo. Not all 

photos will be as beautiful as this one to the 

right because some of our tree species are 

deciduous which means they are planted 

without leaves. Planting trees in this dormant 

state is excellent to increase survival rates. As 

such, when you get an “ugly” leafless twisted 

twig you will be happy to know it is in fact a tree 

with higher chances of survival than many of its 

greener neighbours!  

 

  

Top: Green and pretty! 

Bottom: Ugly but healthy! 



Planting Patterns Mapping & GPS coordinates 
 

In some projects we plant in straight lines in others we use a scatter pattern. However, we 

always leave spaces between copses of trees to create a natural mosaic of forest and 

openings.  

The GPS coordinates for all trees planted in the 2017/2018 season have been gathered 

through hectare batching. This means that we isolate blocks of 200-300 trees and then 

randomize the correct number of GPS coordinates in each area. As such, when looking up 

one of your trees, you will never be more than 30-100 meters from finding it. 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming features 

We aim to improve our mapping in the 2018/2019 season by using an adapter on our 

cameras to record an individual coordinate for each and every photo. We will report on the 

results of this small experiment at the end of the season.  

We also aim to improve the sectioning of our planting areas so that, in addition to the GPS 

coordinates, you have another reference point you can use to find your trees. Our planting 

areas will be divided into batches, based on planting dates, and groups of 100 trees based 

on their position in each hectare. We are also working on publishing a visitor’s guide for 

each one of our projects to help you find your trees with the least amount of complication, 

as well as taking advantage of beautiful hikes and local cuisine in the area …the wine in the 

Douro Valley is well worth the trip! 

  

Map of the Wildfire Restoration project 



Planting timeline 2018/2019 
 

Healing Clear Cuts – Fagaras Mountains – Romania | November & March 

Wildfire Restoration– Douro Valley – Portugal | November – February 

Native Oak Woodland Regeneration – Vouzela – Portugal | November – February 

Reforesting Ireland – Clare County – Ireland  | October - April 

 

 

Upcoming Planting Projects 
 

We have received multiple requests for UK and US projects as we have many members in 

these countries. As such, we aim to launch a project in each one of those countries in 

2019. We are currently in research stage and gathering possible candidates. Any 

suggestions you might have are welcome! 

 

 

Third Party Verification 
 

We currently do not have any third-party verification process setup. This is something we 

want to have soon. It means that, in the meantime, our best third-party evaluation comes 

from you, our members.  

As you know we send you the photos and GPS coordinates of your trees. We also make 

available the full set of photos and GPS coordinates of all trees planted by Mossy Earth 

members each month. This means you can check and see your tree ID, photo and GPS 

coordinates are all unique and assigned to you alone.  

Besides the photos and GPS coordinates we invite you to visit the projects and try to find 

your tree which, as we mentioned above, should become easier after this planting season 

and the improvements in mapping and visitor guides. Oh, and please don’t book a flight to 

go see your tree… it beats the carbon offsetting purpose! 



Rewilding Impact Projects 
 

 

A distinctive characteristic of Mossy Earth to date has been our focus on rewilding and 

ecosystem restoration. This means that we consider our impact on the existing ecosystems 

when planning our reforestation projects.  However, we also have projects unrelated to 

reforestation which focus only on high impact projects that benefit the ecosystem as 

whole.  

To date we have established structures for a variety of mini-projects in this model: 

• The protection of old growth forests in the Romanian Fagaras mountains by 

supporting the salaries of rangers that patrol these areas. 

• The execution of controlled fires in central Portugal to reduce fuel availability in 

areas where native forests have been lost and make room for land management 

options such as the introduction semi-wild grazers and reforestation. 

• Setting up camera traps in the Fagaras and Western Iberia to help scientists monitor 

animal populations and the effectiveness of different conservation strategies. 

We also have many other project ideas in the pipeline including: 

• GPS tagging an animal and allowing all members to track its progress. This would bee 

useful for conservationists tracking black and Egyptian vultures, wolves and even 

red deer. 

• Building nesting platforms for mating birds. 

• Supporting the re-introduction of various species such as the ibex which is missing 

from central Portugal. 

• Rebuilding traditional pigeon houses to help reinforce their wild numbers and create 

a sustainable source of fertilizer. 

• Installing bee hives in the plantation areas 

• Support the protection of whales while raising awareness to their role in carbon 

sequestration 

• The restoration of underwater kelp forests 

 

We are certain these projects will have an amazing impact on the ecosystems they aim to 

improve. They will also keep this membership fresh and dynamic. 



Guides & Courses 
 

 

 

It’s not always straightforward how one can reduce their impact on our ecosystems and 

environment at large. From the onset the goal of this membership has been to gather and 

make knowledge available to help you do so successfully.  

 

 

Upcoming Guides 
• Sustainable travel 

• Refusing single use plastic 

• A low-impact diet 

• Food sourcing 

• Commutes and regular travel 

• Sustainable clothing 

• Low impact on a budget 

 

The guides will be released every two months with the first written guide being published 

late September. 

  



Customer Accounts 

 
 

While we have been planting trees, taking photos and GPS coordinates, working with 

drones, databases, 360-degree images and other cool tech, the work of coding our website 

comes a bit slower to us… As such, when we had the idea to launch a membership our 

priority was figuring out what it would look like and what we could include. We have now 

gathered plenty of feedback and ideas from brainstorms and now have a very concrete idea 

on how we are going to make your membership become 10 times cooler! At the core of this 

transformation will be a personal account with Mossy Earth. 

 

In the short term we want to create the essential functionalities of your account: 

• View all your tree photos & GPS for each month in one dashboard 

• View the full Mossy Earth database of trees in one dashboard 

• Access the project update pages for each one of your projects 

• View your transactions 

• Update your billing details  

• Built in referral structure 

• Increase or cancel your membership 

 

In the medium term we want to add some more ambitious features: 

• Mossy Earth Forums to replace Facebook 

• Map with all your trees and rewilding impacts 

• Instant alerts for new camera trap projects 

• Live project webcams during planting 

• CO2 sequestration estimates 

 

Please bear with us while we get things up and running. Great things ahead!  

  



Team & Communication  
 

 

 

 

We hope that by now we have convinced you we truly like to keep a close relationship 

with our members. To date we have called with many of you from different countries and 

different backgrounds including a composer, a naturopath, a gaming commentator, 

someone who works at a national park, professional climbers, a consultant, a lawyer and 

many more. We would like to use your feedback to shape our membership and make the 

experience of restoring wild ecosystems together as amazing as it genuinely is.  

Here are our details: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duarte de Zoeten 
 

Matthew Davies 
 

• Facebook: Search for Duarte de 
Zoeten in the group 

• WhatsApp: +351916512805 
• Skype: search for 

duarte@mossy.earth 
• Email: duarte@mossy.earth 

• Facebook: Search for Matthew 
Davies in the group 

• WhatsApp: +351932202427 
• Skype: matt@mossy.earth  
• Email: matt@mossy.earth 
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