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Travel Safe with the ONLY Crash Tested Dog Cage in the World  IN THIS ISSUE 

As many of you know, Gail and I started 
Bravepoint Kennels in only May of this year 
(2017).  We had the domain name for years as 
Gail used it when she was breeding her 
German Shorthaired Pointers. So, we 
thought it would be a perfect name for our 
new business. 

As some of you have noticed, Bravepoint 
Kennels is a division of Liverpool Consulting 
Group Inc., which is Norm’s consulting firm. 

In the few short months since we received 
our first inventory, we have sold and shipped 
VarioCages all over the country, from BC to 
Atlantic Canada and even the Yukon! 

Gail and I have been vendors at a number of 
shows in Eastern Canada and the reaction to 
the Variocage 
Single we have 
on display has 
been “WOW”.  

And then we 
show them our 
Double Max in 
our Dodge 
Caravan and 
they are truly 
amazed.  

Caring for your VarioCage 

I like to take care of my VarioCage the same way I 
take care of my car and why not, the cage is 
powder coated steel with some rubber pieces. 
And dogs do track a lot of sand and dirt into the 
cages so here is what I do. 

I remove everything from the cage as well as the 
tethers. Then I get someone to help me remove it 
from the car. I like to work on it on the ground so I 
put it on the black mat that came with your 
VarioCage as it likely needs cleaning too. Try to 
avoid direct sunlight if you can. 

I find that most of the sand and dirt is between 
the two pieces of the bottom and top of the cage. 
So, I hose them off first. Then i get my car 
washing bucket with a bit of car soap and the car 
“washing mitt” and go over all parts of the 
VarioCage, inside and out. Then I rinse just as you 
would do for a car. Lift one end of the cage so you 
can rinse out the overlap top and bottom pieces.  

To dry it, I like to use my leaf blower. If you don’t 
have one, any chamois will do. Once it is 
completely dry I use Armor-All or any other 
rubber protectant on the rubber pieces on the side 
bars. And to finish it, i use a car spray detailer over 
all the metal parts, wiping it dry afterwards. Now 
your VarioCage will look like new again! 

  

 

Caring for your VarioCage 
A brief guide on how to care for your MIM Safe 
VarioCage product. 
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Do you have an older dog? 
As dog lovers, we often have many and of varying ages. 
Our older dogs may not compete anymore, but they 
certainly don’t want to be left at home. 
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Some Assembly Tips 

If you have bought a VarioCage from us, then you 
will likely have received my “Cheat Sheet” on how 
to make the assembly easier. 

Page # 2 

New Products 

We have two new products to show you, a new 
MIM Safe Cover for your VarioCage and Some 
really nice mats for your VarioCages from East 
Coast Lobster Rope Mats. 
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Additional help 

For additional help or support, please reach out to 
me, Norm, at 1-343-998-4070, or by email at 
bravepoint-kennels@outlook.com 
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Do you have an older dog? 

Many of us have had dogs all our lives and just like 
us they grow older and have special needs. We 
have 3 German Shorthaired Pointers, ages 15, 9 
and 4. Every morning we walk the 3 of them about 
1.8km on our trails, and yes, the 15-year-old 
comes with us. In fact, leaving her at home would 
upset her more. And so, while she doesn’t trial any 
longer, we still have to take her with us to  

shows. She insists on being a part of the action.  
While I can lift Terra into the car or truck, Gail has 
a little more difficulty and so we use the Dog Walk 
Aluminum Telescopic Dog Ramp from 
Kleinmetall. It folds up small and can be easily 
added to the things you carry to show or just to 
the park. It is secure and we have had a 
Leonberger try it at a show so we know it is 
strong. 

 

Some Assembly Tips 

If you have bought a VarioCage from us, then you 
will likely have received my “Cheat Sheet” on how 
to make the assembly easier. While not a 
complicated process it is tedious and not to be 
started after a few glasses of wine. 

You need a lot of room to put each piece aside, 
before assembly. Inside a garage works well, on 
tables even better but not necessary. Each piece is 
separated from the others by foam sheets so use 
them to lay down under each piece, to protect 
them, until needed to assemble. 

The instruction manual is the first thing you will 
see, but the first piece you need is the “bottom” of 
the VarioCage which is at the bottom of the box. 

Probably the most important thing to remember 
is that if you are installing a bolt and it gets tight 
and is only part way in, STOP, it means it is not 
going in straight. All bolts should go in with just 
your fingers until it comes time to tighten. At 
most, use the long end of the allan key and only 
use the short end of the key to tighten up when 
you are sure everything is right. 

 

VarioCage Doubles (all) 

When you get to the front doors, put a couple of 
pieces of painters’ tape on the sill of the right 
door. The reason is that when you put the divider 

in, there is a chance you might scratch the door 
sill. Also put a piece of the white foam on inside 

floor of cage while putting in the divider. 

Again, so it won’t scratch when installing it. When 
the divider is in, and bolted in place, take off the 
tape, and remove the white sheet foam. Here is a 
picture of what I mean. 

 

What to do with the rubber mat? 

The VarioCages come with a rubber mat. While 
some like to cut it to size and place it in the cage, I 
prefer to use it under the cage to prevent any 
slipping. When inside the cage, it becomes 
difficult to clean the bottom of the cage. 

 

VarioGates 

When you open the VarioGate box, the front 
doors should be one of the first thing you see. 
Before removing it from the box, open each door, 
one at a time and put a piece of electrical tape on 
the door sill right where the door hydraulic arm 
will contact door sill. Leave it there until installed 
in the car.  This will protect the sill from scratches. 

Remove when installation is complete. See 
picture above.  

 

Additional help 

Still have questions when preparing for or doing 
the assembly and installation? Give me a call as I 
am only too happy to help you. My number in 
Ottawa is 1-343-998-4070 and if it is long distance 
for you, I am happy to call you. Alternatively, we 
could also Skype the call so I can see how it is 
going. 

 

 

New Products 

We are pleased to introduce two new products to 
our inventory. The first is a new product from MIM 
the makers of the VarioCage. This is both a mat to 
protect your bumper as well as a privacy/warmth 
cover for your VarioCage. I think it will be a big 
seller in Canada with our cold winters! The MIM 
Safe Cover. 

 

The second new product are beautiful mats for 
the inside of your VarioCage or any other crate. 
They come to us from the East Coast Lobster 
Rope Mat 
company in 
Nova Scotia 
and are 
custom 
sized for 
our 
VarioCages. 
Aren’t they 
beautiful? 
They come 
in 9 colours. 
Here are 
the gray 
ones in our 
VarioCage 
Double Max. 

 

Thank you! 

And finally, a big THANK YOU for all your 
support, questions, tips and guidance as we began 
our new business. We will send out another 
newsletter in the fall. 

From Norman and Gail   

https://www.bravepoint.ca/collections/dog-accessories/products/dog-walk-aluminum-telescopic-dog-ramp
https://www.bravepoint.ca/collections/dog-accessories/products/dog-walk-aluminum-telescopic-dog-ramp
https://www.bravepoint.ca/products/mim-safe-variogate-universal-cargo-barrier
https://www.bravepoint.ca/products/mim-safe-cover-and-mim-safe-cover-plus
https://www.bravepoint.ca/products/mim-safe-cover-and-mim-safe-cover-plus

