
When it comes to great food, service and the largest selection of Texas 
Craft Beer and Wine in Van Zandt County, you can’t beat Duke’s 
Burgers & Sports Co., located at the northeast corner of Hwy. 64 

and I-20 in Canton. 
Duke’s Burgers & Sports Co. is the latest busi-

ness venture created by owner and company 
President Joe Zoubi.  

Duke’s Travel Plaza opened in May 2011 
and includes Taco Casa and Duke’s BBQ.  

In July 2014, Zoubi opened The Beef 
Jerky Outlet followed by SweetFrog 
Premium Frozen Yogurt in July 2015. 

Zoubi said he always had plans to 
open a world-class gourmet burger 

restaurant in Van Zandt County so 
he and his team launched Duke’s 

Burgers & Sports Co. which 
opened in December 2015. The 
concept was executed by Zou-
bi’s son Rami who serves as the 
company’s vice president and 
general counsel. 

“We came up with the idea 
for a burger joint and sports bar 
after realizing that many towns 
in East Texas don’t have a good 
place to watch big sporting 
events and enjoy a high quality 
burger,” Rami said.  “When I 
first heard the idea, I thought 
it was brilliant. It is rare to 
find a sports bar and grill that 
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Proverbs 14: 1
Every wise woman 
buildeth her house: 

but the foolish 
plucketh it down with 

her hands.
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Residents of four communi-
ties along Highway 80, includ-
ing those in Gladewater, Min-
eola, Grand Saline and Wills 
Point, enjoyed a trip down 
memory lane June 18 with the 
Highway 80 Progressive Car 
Cruise making stops in each 
community.

This year’s iteration of the 
cruise began in the Gladewater 
community in the early morn-
ing before moving along to 
Mineola. The cruise then con-
tinued to stop in Grand Saline 
around lunchtime, and then 
concluded in Wills Point.

Each stop of the cruise in-
cluded a wide variety of mu-
sic and entertainment, with 
the Wills Point portion of the 
cruise including awards being 

Car cruise brings classics to county

Participants line up along the street in Wills Point in preperation for the final judging. 
Photo by Ayla Rightenour

See CAR CRUISE, page 9A

With temperatures across 
East Texas pushing triple dig-
its and the first day of summer 
passed, local fire departments 
are once again cautioning resi-
dents to exercise caution if they 
plan on burning brush or trash. 

Every city in Van Zandt 
County has ordinances in place 
that ban the burning of brush 
or trash within the city limits. 
While permits are not required 
to burn in VZC (outside the 
local city limits), a few guide-
lines should always be followed 
when burning brush or garbage 
to limit potentially hazardous 
situations.

Tips for those planning to 
burn any brush or trash:

-Have a water hose or fire ex-
tinguisher within reach.

-You are only allowed by 
state law to burn in an approved 
barrel or cement lined pit for 
burning trash.

-You can only burn household 
trash that is made on the prem-
ises. 

-When burning in a barrel 
or pit, always use a screen or 
cover.

-Stay with the burn barrel 
while it is burning, do not leave 
it unattended.

Rising temps 
increases 
fire risks

See FIRE RISKS, page 10A

By Pam Millican
Correspondent

The Grand Saline School 
Board received 50 applicants 
for the superintendent’s post 
which was recently vacated by 
the resignation of Trish Elliott. 

After several rounds of in-

terviews, the board has chosen 
Micah Lewis as its lone final-
ist for the positon. 

Lewis currently serves 
as Frankston Independent 
School District superintendent.

He previously served as su-
perintendent at Liberty–Eylau 
ISD. 

Lewis began his teach-
ing career in Will Point ISD 
teaching math and coaching. 
He has served as an assistant 
principal, assistant superin-
tendent and deputy superin-
tendent at various school dis-
tricts across Northeast Texas.

Lewis graduated from 

Grand Saline High School in 
1988  and said he is looking 
forward to raising his three 
children in Grand Saline.

After the mandatory 21-day 
waiting period, GSISD trust-
ees will hold a special meet-
ing to vote on Lewis’ official 
hiring.

GSISD names lone finalist superintendent

Micah Lewis

Duke’s brings craft movement
to Van Zandt County

Story and photos 
by Brad Blakemore 
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emphasizes high quality 
food using locally-sourced 
ingredients. Our goal is to 
provide the best of both 
worlds right here in Van 
Zandt County.”

Rami was born and 
raised in Dallas and is a 
graduate of Texas A&M 
University-College Sta-
tion. He earned a law de-
gree at SMU’s Dedman 
School of Law. 

Rami practiced law for 
four years as a corporate 
labor and employment at-
torney in Raleigh, N.C., 
and in Austin before join-
ing the family business in 
early 2015. He said his top 
priority was to expand the 
Duke’s brand in Van Zandt 
County and beyond – start-
ing with Duke’s Burgers. 

“Before we opened the 
restaurant, we knew we 
wanted to bring something 
unique to the area that of-
fered high quality food us-
ing Texas-sourced ingredi-
ents,” Rami said. “People 
can get a burger almost 
anywhere, but we wanted 
to be different. There are 
so many incredible craft 
burger places in Dallas, 
Austin and Houston, so we 
thought – why not bring 
one here?” 

Corporate Director of 
Business Operations Sally 
Zoubi, no relation to Joe 
and Rami, has been a big 
part of opening new busi-
ness ventures. “Prior to 
the burger restaurant, my 
role with the company has 
been to work on the fran-
chise aspects of the com-
pany,” Sally said. “This 
new concept has given the 
company room to be cre-
ative and unique. Joe and 
Rami have so many great 

ideas and this latest addi-
tion is a great complement 
to our group.” 

Rami said being part of 
the community and using 
local resources is impor-
tant.

“We are strong believers 
in doing business locally 
when at all possible,” he 
said. “Before we opened 
the burger business we 
knew we wanted to bring 
something new to the area 
representing the very best 
Van Zandt County and 
Texas has to offer.”  

Any successful restau-
rant always starts with 
great service. As soon 
as you walk in the door 
at Duke’s Burgers, you 
are greeted by the staff 
with “Welcome to Duke’s 
Burgers.” The restaurant 
offers its staff higher than 
average pay and health in-
surance to attract and keep 
great employees, Rami 
said.

“The quality of service 
and restaurant experience 
is the most important key 
to our success and it re-
quires a team effort to de-
liver high quality service 
to our customers,” he said. 
“And attracting and retain-
ing good employees is ab-
solutely necessary for us 
to consistently exceed that 
standard.” 

Rami said Restaurant 
Manager Joshua Tave and 
Assistant Manager Can-
non Dean have played 
key roles in making sure 
Duke’s is exceeding cus-
tomer expectations. 

“We take great pride 
in providing our custom-
ers with high quality food 
and service and bringing a 
great, fast casual restaurant 

experience to Van Zandt 
County and the surround-
ing areas,” Tave said. 

According to Rami, 
striving to be the best also 
includes working with the 
quality food ingredients. 
For instance, the beef pat-
ties are not ordinary fro-
zen rounds or pre-formed 
ground chuck. Duke’s 
Burgers uses freshly 
ground Black Angus beef 
patties made from all-
natural, never frozen beef 
from 44 Farms in Cam-
eron. Rami said they tested 
more than four different 
beef sources, mixing and 
matching different cuts of 
meat, before choosing to 
go with 44 Farms. 

“We wanted all-natural 
beef that was free of ste-
roids, antibiotics and other 
artifi cial additives, and we 

wanted beef from cattle 
raised in Texas,” Rami 
said. “We are a beef state, 
after all.” 

But beef is just one part 
of building a great burger. 
Duke’s, Rami said, prides 
itself in making everything 
from scratch whereever 
possible. This includes 
dipping sauces, Mexican 
churros and the hand-bat-
tered and breaded appetiz-
ers. 

To get local fl avor, the 
restaurant has partnered 
with Graham’s Edgewood 
Market. “One of our big-
gest goals was to source 
all of our products locally 
or in Texas when we can’t 
fi nd it here in Van Zandt 
County,” Rami said. “Most 
all of our produce comes 
from Graham’s in Edge-
wood and you can tell 
the difference with every 
single bite. Our vegetables 
are fresh, crisp and juicier, 
thanks to our decision to 
use local produce provid-
ers.”

With more than 20 
Texas craft beers in the 
line-up, most all domestic 
beers and a wide selection 
of Texas wines, Duke’s is 
the ticket for a great Texas 
beer and wine experience. 

“A big focus of ours 
was to offer our customers 
something they couldn’t 
fi nd in the area without 
going to a larger market,’’ 
Rami said. “There has 
been an incredible boom 
in the craft beer industry 
in Texas, with many new 
breweries producing ex-
cellent beers of all kinds, 
and we have worked really 
hard to bring these to this 
area. 

“Before we opened, 
most of these beers were 
only available in DFW or 

a few places in Tyler. We 
wanted to pioneer the craft 
beer movement here in Van 
Zandt County.” 

And what’s a sports bar 
without sports? Sports 
entertainment is a big fo-
cus at Duke’s Burgers & 
Sports Co. With 11 big 
fl at screen TVs, customers 
can view a great line-up of 
professional and college 
sporting events including 
tennis, golf, UFC fi ghting, 
boxing, basketball, football 
and more. 

Duke’s also subscribes 
to select pay-per-view 
events and will be showing 
the UFC 200 Cormier vs. 
Jones match July 9, Rami 
said. 

 “We are the only estab-
lishment between Mes-
quite, Rockwall and Ty-
ler to carry these events,” 
Rami said. 

Rami said his favorite 
menu item is the mush-
room Swiss burger made 
with Portobello mushroom 

slices and onions sautéed 
in Worcestershire sauce 
and two slices of Swiss 
cheese but there’s also the 
Tejas melt, a new menu 
item featuring 100 percent 
natural beef topped with 
white American cheese, 
grilled onions and jalape-
nos served with chipotle 
ranch on Texas toast. 

“We are constantly 
working on our menu to 
keep it fresh and to offer 
something people can’t 
fi nd without going to Dal-
las,” Rami said. 

Now that the sports grill 
is open, there are already 
plans to enhance the venue. 

“We plan on opening up 
our outdoor dining patio 
in a few weeks to further 
improve the customer ex-
perience,” Rami said. “Our 
outdoor area will also be 
dog friendly for those who 
want to bring man’s best 
friend, and we are explor-
ing the possibility of hav-
ing small live music acts.” 
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of Marshall, Houston & Weatherford
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WE BUILD ANY SIZE

I WILL BEAT THE PRICE OF ANY SAME
SPEC BUILDING... GUARANTEED!
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Check Out Our
Website:

www.MetalBarnsAndGarages.com

Shops • Garages • Barns • Equipment Sheds • Metal Roofs
METAL BUILDINGS OF ALL SIZES

Includes all labor, tractor work and concrete slab with moisture barrier and 

electric stub.  Standard doors (1) 10x10 roll up or 10x7 garage door and (1) steel 

walk-in door. (Pad dirt may be extra). We use all the best materials starting with 

6x6 ground contact poles with a lifetime warranty and a 40 year warranty on our 

painted metal. We offer a 4 inch 3000 psi concrete slab reinforced with 3/8” rebar.

24x30x10   -   30x30x10   -   30x40x10   -   30x50x10

903-407-7627

Duke’s Vice President and General Counsel Rami Zoubi with Corporate Director of Business 
Operations Sally Zoubi in front of the sports grill’s selection of more than 20 Texas craft beers.
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Duke’s Burgers and Sports Co. Restaurant 
Manager Joshua Tave displays one of the res-
taurant’s menu items. 
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