
OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE OF THE

SHADOW SYSTEMS



INTRODUCTION
The SG9 will assure reliable functioning and long 
service life as long as it is properly maintained. This 
manual will cover the recommended procedures for 
field stripping, cleaning, inspection and lubrication 
of your SG9 pistol.
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FREQUENCY OF 
MAINTENANCE
You should follow a regularly 
scheduled maintenance program 
to ensure the reliable functioning 
of your SG9 pistol. Your pistol 
should be properly cleaned and 
lubricated to prevent corrosion 
and to remove accumulated debris 
that could affect the functioning 
of your SG9 pistol.

Your SG9 should be field stripped, 
cleaned, lubricated and inspected 
as follows:

1. When brand new, before firing

2. After each time it is fired

3. As required based on frequency 
of use, exposure to elements 
and storage conditions

PROPER PROCEDURE 
FOR SG9 PREVENTATIVE 
MAINTENANCE 

FIELD STRIPPING
The SG9 semi-automatic pistol 
should be field stripped into its 
major components every time it 
is cleaned. Cleaning without field 
stripping, by merely locking the 
slide to the rear and inserting the 
cleaning rod from the muzzle, can 
cause dirt, oil, and solvents to build 
up inside of the pistol causing 
malfunctions. 

In order to field strip your SG9 
pistol, THE PISTOL MUST FIRST 
BE COMPLETELY UNLOADED. To 
unload your SG9 pistol, proceed  
as follows:

UNLOADING PROCEDURES
1. Point the pistol in a safe 

direction. Keep your finger off of 
the trigger and out of the trigger 
guard.

2. Press in on the magazine release

3. Remove the magazine

4. With your finger off of the 
trigger and out of the trigger 
guard, lock the slide open by 
pushing up on the slide release 
lever while pulling the slide to 
the rear with your other hand

5. Once the slide is locked to the 
rear, both visually and physically 
inspect the chamber and the 
magazine well of the pistol to be 
sure that no ammunition remains 
in either place. 
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SLIDE REMOVAL
Once you have verified that the 
pistol is unloaded by following the 
above steps, the slide is removed 
as follows:

1. Pull back the slide and release 
to close the action

2. Point the pistol in a safe 
direction, and then pull the 
trigger. You will hear the firing 
pin move forward.

3. Hold the pistol in either hand so 
that four fingers grasp the top 
of the slide as shown (Figure 4).

4. With these four fingers, 
pull and hold the slide back 
approximately 1/10 of an inch. 
 
NOTE: If you pull the slide too 
far to the rear, it will rest the 
pistol trigger to the forward 
position. If so, repeat the steps 
of unloading the pistols as 
noted above.

5. Simultaneously, pull down and 
hold both sides of the slide 
lock using the thumb and index 
finger of your free hand (Figure 
5).

6. Push the slide forward until 
it is fully separated from the 
receiver (Figure 6).

BARREL REMOVAL
7. Push the recoil spring assembly 

slightly forward while lifting it 
away from the barrel.

8. Remove the recoil spring 
assembly.

9. Lift the barrel from the slide.

Further disassembly by the 
user is neither required nor 
recommended and should only be 
performed by certified gunsmiths 
or armorers.

CLEANING THE FIELD 
STRIPPED PISTOL
BARREL: Once field stripped, the 
barrel and chamber are easily 
cleaned from the chamber end 
using a bore brush and solvent. 
Standard firearm solvents can 
be used on the pistol. The inside 
of both the chamber and barrel 
should be wiped completely dry 
using clean patches once they 
have been thoroughly cleaned.

SLIDE: The slide rail cuts should 
be cleaned of dirt and debris by 
using a clean patch on the end of 
a toothbrush type cleaning tool. 
The breech face and the area 
under the extractor claw should 
be held muzzle down and cleaned 
with a toothbrush type cleaning 
tool and should be absolutely dry 
and free of any dirt and debris 
after cleaning. All other exposed 
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areas of the slide should be 
checked for cleanliness and wiped 
or brushed clean as required. 

FRAME: The frame should be 
checked for cleanliness. Exposed 
parts in the frame may be wiped 
with a clean, soft cloth that has 
been slightly dampened with a 
quality firearm cleaning solvent. 
All solvent should be then wiped 
from the parts so that they are 
clean and dry. 

LUBRICATING THE 
FIELD STRIPPED PISTOL
To properly lubricate your SG9 
pistol after it has been thoroughly 
cleaned and dried, use a clean 
patch that has been slightly 
dampened with quality gun oil. 
Wipe the outside of the barrel, 
including the barrel hood and 
lugs, the inside top of the slide 
forward of the ejection port where 
the barrel hood rubs against 
the slide and the opening that 
the barrel slides through in the 
front of the slide. One drop of 
oil should be spread along the 
entire length of each slide rail cut. 
Most importantly, a drop of oil is 
needed (Figure 10) where the rear 
end of the trigger bar touches the 
connector at the right rear corner 
of the frame. 

This will assure proper lubrication 
of your SG9 pistol without 
over lubrication. SG9 pistols do 
not require large amounts of 
lubrication to operate properly. 

WARNING: Do not put oil or 
solvent inside of the firing 
pin channel it could cause 
contamination of primers and 
failure to fire. 

REASSEMBLY
Reassembling the SG9 pistol 
is carried out by reversing the 
disassembly procedures.

INSPECTING YOUR 
SG9 PISTOL
1. UNLOAD: Be certain that the 

pistol is unloaded by following 
the steps of the unloading 
procedure at the beginning 
of this manual

2. EXTERNAL INSPECTION: 
Inspect the outside of your 
pistol for dirt, corrosion, or any 
visible damage. Pay special 
attention to the sights, trigger, 
trigger safety, slide release 
lever, magazine release, and 
extractor

3. FIELD STRIP AND BARREL 
INSPECTION: Field strip the 
pistol, remove and inspect the 
barrel for dirt, leading, bulges, 
cracks or obstructions. 

4. FIRING PIN SAFETY CHECK: 
Take the slide (with the barrel 
and recoil spring assembly 
removed). Pull rearward on the 
lug of the firing pin (Figure 16). 
Pull the firing pin all the way to 
the rear of the slide, and then 
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ease the firing pin forward until 
it stop in contact with the firing 
pin safety. Do not allow the firing 
pin to snap forward against the 
firing pin safety, as damage to 
the firing pin or firing pin safety 
may result. Then press the firing 
pin forward with your forefinger 
using moderate force. The firing 
pin should not slip forward past 
the firing pin safety and should 
not protrude from the breech 
face of the slide. 

5. FIRING PIN: Hold the slide 
muzzle end downward, and 
press in on the firing pin safety 
with your fingertips. The firing 
pin should move downward, and 
the tip of the firing pin should 
protrude from the breech face. 
Light pressure may need to be 
applied to the firing pin lug of 
brand new pistols to assist the 
firing pin in moving downward. 

6. FIRING PIN CHANNEL: Hold the 
firing pin safety depressed with 
your fingertips, and vigorously 
shake the slide from end to end. 
You should be able to hear the 
firing pin moving freely in the 
firing pin channel. 

7. EXTRACTOR: Look across the 
breech face to inspect the 
extractor for cleanliness and  
to be sure the extractor claw 
is not broken.

8. EJECTOR: The ejector in the 
frame of the pistol should  
appear intact, check for  
damage or cracks.

9. SLIDE STOP LEVER TEST: Pull 
upward on the slide stop lever 
and release. The lever should 
snap down sharply into the 
frame. If the lever is sluggish, or 
remains in the upward position 
have the pistol examined by a 
certified armorer.

10. REASSEMBLY AND TRIGGER 
SAFETY CHECK: Reassemble 
the pistol. Be sure that the 
pistol is unloaded and cycle 
the slide to reset the trigger 
to the forward position. With 
the pistol pointed in a safe 
direction, grasp the sides of 
the trigger without touching or 
depressing the trigger safety. 
Attempt to pull the trigger 
to the rear. The trigger safety 
should prevent the rearward 
movement of the trigger and 
the pistol should not fire. 

11. TRIGGER RESET TEST: Be sure 
that the pistol is unloaded and 
pointed in a safe direction. 
Pull the trigger and hold the 
trigger to the rear. You should 
hear and feel the firing pin 
fall. Pull the slide to the rear 
and release it, allowing it to 
snap forward. Now release the 
trigger. The trigger should reset 
to its forward position. Repeat 
several times.

12. MAGAZINE INSPECTION: 
Inspect all magazines for dirt 
or visible damage. Take special 
care to look for spread or 
damaged feed lips or broken 
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magazine followers. Press 
down on the follower with 
your fingertip and release. The 
follower should spring fully 
upward and should not stick 
inside the magazine tube.

13. SLIDE LOCK OPEN TEST: Insert 
an empty magazine into the 
pistol. Pull the slide fully to 
the rear. The slide should lock 
open repeat using each of your 
empty magazines.
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