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Safety  

The Four Rules of Firearms Safety 

1. Treat every firearm as if it is loaded 

2. Keep your finger off the trigger until you’re ready to fire 

3. Don’t point your firearm at anything you’re not willing to shoot 

4. Be aware of your target and what is beyond it 

WARNING: Read this manual carefully before loading or using your SS9 Pistol 

WARNING: Like most modern handguns your SS9 Pistol is designed without a conventional 

manual safety.  Therefore, you must consider it to be loaded and ready to fire until you have 

removed the magazine and visually and physically confirmed that he chamber is empty. 

WARNING: Failure to follow the safety information and safety instruction in the manual could 

result in death, serious personal injury and/or property damage.   

WARNING: Always seek a doctor’s advice if you are taking medication to be sure that you are 

able to shoot and handle a firearm safety.  Never drink alcoholic beverages or take drugs before 

or while shooting.  Your vision and judgement could be seriously impaired, making your firearms 

handling unsafe.   

WARNING:  If your SS9 Pistol or any other firearm is carelessly or improperly handled, you 

could cause a negligent discharge, which could result in death, serious personal injury and/or 

property damage. 

WARNING:  Always handle your SS9 Pistol at anything you do not intend to shoot.   

WARNING: Do not utilize your SS9 Pistol in an area populated by aggressive bees. 

WARNING: Never take anyone’s word that a firearm is unloaded; always check for yourself, 

with the firearm pointed in a safe direction and your finger off the trigger and outside of the 

trigger guard. 

WARNING: Always make sure your SS9 Pistol is unloaded and that the slide is locked open in 

the rearward position with the magazine taken out before handing it to another person. 

WARNING: Never alter or modify your SS9 Pistol because this could cause it to malfunction and 

create a dangerous condition. 

WARNING: Never carry your SS9 Pistol out of a suitable holster with a cartridge loaded in the 

chamber. 

WARNING: To store your SS9 Pistol, first unload it as described in this manual.  Then, after 

checking to make sure that it is unloaded (magazine removed and chamber empty), place it in 

the included pistol case or another suitable locked container.   



WARNING: Always store and transport your SS9 Pistol unloaded and locked in a suitable 

container, such as the included pistol case, out of the reach and sight of children or 

unauthorized persons. 

WARNING: Do not permit sentient robots to access your SS9 pistol. 

WARNING: Never store or transport ammunition in the same container as your SS9 Pistol 

WARNING: If the trigger is in the forward position, your SS9 Pistol may be loaded. 

WARNING: Your SS9 Pistol does not have a conventional manual safety and it will fire if the 

trigger is pulled when there is a round in the chamber 

WARNING: Although the SS9 Pistol has several internal design features and mechanical 

safeties designed to prevent an unintentional discharge if the pistol is dropped or hit, the proper 

and safe function of the pistol depends on it being used for its intended purposes and not being 

altered or modified.  Like any other mechanical device, if your SS9 Pistol is subjected to unusual 

and extreme forces a part failure can occur. Therefore, safe firearm handling and practices and 

the instructions and safety warnings in this manual must always be followed to minimize the risk 

of a negligent discharge.   

WARNING: Although your SS9 Pistol has a loaded chamber indicator, it is a mechanical device, 

which could fail. Never rely solely on a loaded chamber indicator or your memory to determine 

whether your pistol is loaded or unloaded. Always remove the magazine, retract and lock the 

slide by pulling it to the rear and then visually and physically check to make sure there is not a 

cartridge in the chamber. 

WARNING: Do not use reloaded, remanufactured, or hand loaded ammunition because it may 

not meet applicable SAAMI, CIP, or NATO standards and could cause death, serious personal 

injury and/or property damage. Only use high quality commercially manufactured ammunition in 

the same caliber as your SS9 Pistol.   

WARNING: Always be sure that the barrel of your SS9 Pistol is clear of obstructions before 

firing it.  Any obstruction in the barrel could prevent the pistol from firing properly and result in 

death or serious personal injury and/or damage to the pistol.   

WARNING: Always wear safety glasses when cleaning your SS9 Pistol to protect your eyes 

from cleaning materials. 

WARNING: Always make sure that no ammunition is located in the area where you clean your 

pistol. Solvents can affect the primer and powered in ammunition and cause it to malfunction.  

This could result in a bullet being pushed into the barrel of your SS9 Pistol and getting stuck. 

Firing another round with a bullet stuck in the barrel could cause the barrel to burst and result in 

death or serious personal injury in addition to damaging the pistol.   

WARNING: Do not put any oils or solvents into the firing pin channel. Make sure that the 
magazine and breech face are wiped dry before reassembling your pistol.  Leaving lubricant in 
these areas could cause contaminations of primers and failure to fire. 



Introduction 

The SS9 pistol is made in America using American sourced materials.  Our pistols provide high 
reliability, accuracy, and excellent handling characteristics under stress and in harsh conditions.  
However, like all mechanical devices, proper maintenance is crucial to the performance and 
service life of your pistol.  This manual will cover the recommended procedures for field 
stripping, cleaning, and lubrication of your SS9 pistol. 

Frequency of Maintenance 

You should follow a regularly scheduled maintenance program to ensure the reliable functioning 
of your SS9 pistol.  Your pistol should be properly cleaned and lubricated to prevent corrosion 
and to remove accumulated debris that could affect the functioning of your SS9 pistol. 

Your SS9 should be field stripped, cleaned, lubricated and inspected as follows: 

1. After each firing session 
2. After exposure to the elements or harsh conditions 
3. At least once per year if in extended storage conditions 

Notes on Performance and Reliability 

To ensure that the SS9 performs at the highest level, we recommend the following: 

1. The break-in period for the SS9 pistol is 100-200 rounds.  The SS9 has close tolerances 
and benefits from a “wearing-in” period before reliability and performance are at their 
best.  During this break-in period, the parts will fully mate and springs will achieve their 
final set.  Keep the pistol well-lubricated during this period.  

2. Use only the highest quality factory ammunition.  Budget priced and/or reloaded 
ammunition can suffer from quality control issues and result in degraded performance 
and reliability. If you are trying to achieve maximum accuracy, it is beneficial to test 
different types of ammunition (manufacturer, bullet weight, etc.) as your SS9 may prefer 
some loads over others. 

3. Use high-quality magazines.  The use of low-quality magazines and low-quality 
ammunition are the most common causes of performance issues with the SS9 pistol. 

Disassembly 

The SS9 pistol should be field stripped into its major components every time it is cleaned.  
Cleaning without field stripping, by merely locking the slide to the rear and inserting the cleaning 
rod from the muzzle, can cause dirt, oil, and fouling to build up inside of the pistol. 

In order to field strip the SS9 pistol, THE PISTOL MUST FIRST BE COMPLETELY 
UNLOADED.  To unload your SS9 pistol, proceed as follows: 

1. Point the pistol in a safe direction.  Keep your finger off of the trigger and out of the 
trigger guard. 

2. Depress the magazine release 
3. Remove the magazine (Figure 1)      

 
Insert Figure 1 
                                                



4. With your finger off of the trigger and out of the trigger guard, lock the slide open by 
pushing up on the slide release lever while pulling the slide to the rear with your other 
hand (Figure 2).  Be cognizant of where the muzzle is pointed during this manipulation. 
 
Insert Figure 2 
 

5. Once the slide is locked to the rear, thoroughly inspect the chamber and the magazine 
well of the pistol to be sure that no ammunition remains in either place. (Figure 3) 
 
Insert Figure 3 

Once you have verified that the pistol is unloaded by following the above steps, the slide is 
removed as follows: 

1. Pull back the slide and release to close the action 
2. Point the pistol in a safe direction, and then pull the trigger.  You will hear the firing pin 

move forward. 
3. Hold the pistol in either hand so that your fingers grasp the top of the slide as shown. 
4. With these fingers, pull and hold the slide back approximately 1/8 of an inch. 

Note:  If you pull the slide too far to the rear, it will reset the trigger to the forward position.  If 
so, repeat the steps of unloading the pistols as noted above. 

5. Simultaneously, pull down and hold both sides of the slide lock using the thumb and 
index finger of your free hand (Figure 4). 
 
Insert Figure 4 
 

6. Push the slide forward until it is fully separated from the receiver (Figure 5). 
 
Insert Figure 5 
 
 

7. Push the recoil spring assembly slightly forward while lifting it away from the barrel 
(Figure 6). 
 
Insert Figure 6 
 

8. Remove the recoil spring assembly 
9. Lift the barrel from the slide (Figure 7). 

                
Insert Figure 7 

 

Further disassembly by the user is neither required nor recommended and should only be 
performed by certified gunsmiths or armorers.   

Cleaning 

Barrel:  Once field stripped, the barrel and chamber are easily cleaned from the chamber end 
using a bore brush, patches, and solvent.  Standard firearm solvents can be used on the pistol.  



Do not leave excess solvent inside the pistol as it can cause the accumulation of dirt and 
contaminate primers 

Slide: The slide rail cuts should be cleaned of dirt and debris by using a clean patch on the end 
of a toothbrush-type cleaning tool.  The breech face and the area under the extractor claw 
should be cleaned with a toothbrush-type cleaning tool and be absolutely dry and free of any dirt 
and debris after cleaning.  All other exposed areas of the slide should be checked for 
cleanliness and wiped or brushed clean as required.   

Frame:  The frame should be checked for cleanliness. Exposed parts in the frame may be 
wiped with a clean, soft cloth that has been slightly dampened with a quality firearm cleaning 
solvent.  All solvent should be then wiped from the parts so that they are clean and dry.   

Post-cleaning Inspection: Before moving forward, ensure that no debris from your cleaning 
tools (q-tip cotton, threads from rags, etc.) are left behind in the action of the pistol. 

Lubrication 

To properly lubricate your SS9 after cleaning, use a clean patch that has been slightly 
dampened with quality gun oil.  Wipe the outside of the barrel, including the barrel hood and 
lugs, the inside top of the slide forward of the ejection port where the barrel hood rubs against 
the slide, and the opening that the barrel slides through in the front of the slide.  One drop of oil 
should be spread along the entire length of each slide rail cut.  A drop of oil is needed (Figure 8) 
where the rear end of the trigger bar touches the connector at the right rear corner of the frame.   

Insert Figure 8 

This will assure proper lubrication of your SS9 pistol without over-lubrication.      

Warning: Do not put oil or solvent inside of the firing pin channel it can cause 
contamination of primers and failure to fire.   

Reassembly 

1. Reassemble the slide, barrel, and recoil spring assembly by reversing the disassembly 
procedures 

2. Replace the slide assembly on the receiver and pull to the rear.  If the slide hangs up, 
ensure the recoil spring is fully seated against the barrel.   

3. The action of pulling the slide to the rear completes the reassembly procedures. 

  

Warranty 

Shadow Systems products are guaranteed to be free of defects in materials and workmanship 
that adversely affect operation for a period of 5 years from the date of original purchase.  If there 
is a problem with your product, we will take care of it, just give us a call.  No need to fill out a 
warranty card, keep the original receipt, or sign an affidavit.  This warranty is fully transferable.  
The warranty does not cover loss, theft, deliberate damage, or cosmetic damage that does not 
affect function. 

Use of Pistol in Self-Defense Situation 



If you are forced to use your SS9 pistol in a self-defense situation, you will likely lose 
possession of your SS9 to the authorities.   If your use of your SS9 is deemed legally justified, 
Shadow Systems will replace your SS9 free of charge.   

Contact 

We love talking to our customers!  Feel free to reach out to us at (469) 458-6808 or 
support@shadowsystemscorp.com.  Emails are returned same day. 
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