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dufresne dream big  
partners with sleep in 
heavenly peace. 
Dufresne Furniture & Appliances’ Dream Big Program Gives the Gift of Sleep to Local Children 
in Need as Major Mattress Sponsor for Sleep in Heavenly Peace Winnipeg.

Tuesday, September 21, 2021: Winnipeg, Manitoba – Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP) Winnipeg is 
excited to announce that 140 children in Winnipeg are on their way to receiving a better night’s 
sleep, thanks to a new partnership with Dufresne Furniture & Appliances’ Dream Big program.

In 2021, SHP Winnipeg bed installations and fundraising events were limited due to pandemic 
restrictions. Since June, SHP Winnipeg had a waitlist of 140 children and almost as many bed 
frames in stock, but no mattresses.   

After hearing of the shortfall, Dufresne Furniture & Appliances stepped up to help with a 
donation of 140 mattresses through its Dream Big program.

“As an organization, we are committed to improving the quality of life for kids and families in 
our community,” said Mark Dufresne, CEO of The Dufresne Group. “With this gift, and the hard 
work of SHP volunteers, 140 children will get the good sleep they deserve in a bed of their own. 
We look forward to continuing our partnership with SHP to help ensure even more kids in need 
have a safe, comfortable place to sleep.”

Dufresne Furniture & Appliances not only generously donated mattresses to clear SHP 
Winnipeg’s current waitlist of children in need of a bed but have committed to partnering 
with SHP Winnipeg to continue to supply mattresses going forward, as SHP Winnipeg’s major 
mattress supplier and program partner.

“Having Dufresne Furniture & Appliances’ Dream Big program join us on our mission allowed 
us to immediately address our entire waitlist,” says Jim Thiessen, Chapter President. “Parents 
broke down in tears of gratitude when we phoned them to say we were ready to install beds 
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for their children. This donation and partnership also allowed us to accept new applications for 
beds again and within weeks, over 60 families applied for a bed for their children, a testament 
to how large the need is in our community”.

Dufresne Furniture & Appliances’ Dream Big program will also be partnering with SHP 
throughout the year to host bed building events and tackle the continuing need for beds 
together, ensuring more children get off the floor and receive a “good night’s sleep” sooner.

Details of the first Dufresne Furniture & Appliances Dream Big program bed building event:

• Date: Saturday, September 25th, 2021

• Time: 10:00 am -1:00 pm

• Location: Parking Lot of the Dufresne Furniture & Appliances store at 1750 Ellice Avenue, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba

The public and the media are welcome to stop by to learn about SHP and the Dream Big 
program, and to contribute to their ‘Drive-By Donation Drop-Off’ – where volunteers will be 
collecting new twin-size bedding/bed-in-a-bag, new pillows, cash or cheque donations. All 
donations will receive a charitable tax receipt.

About Sleep in Heavenly Peace Winnipeg:

Established in January 2020, Sleep in Heavenly Peace Winnipeg is a non-profit charity made up 
of a group of volunteers dedicated to building and delivering handmade beds; new mattresses 
and bedding to local children. SHP Winnipeg is committed to building a stronger community 
by partnering with Manitoba organizations, to get children off the floor and create a sense of 
worth and dignity for families most in need. To learn more, visit:  
www.shpbeds.ca/chapter/mb-winnipeg/

About Dufresne Furniture & Appliances’ Dream Big Program:

For the last decade, Dufresne Furniture & Appliances has been helping kids dream big by 
donating new mattresses to local children in need through its Dream Big program. To date, the 
Dream Big program has given over 600 mattresses to kids in need in 12 communities 
across Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Northwestern Ontario. To learn more, 
please visit: www.dufresne.ca/pages/dreambig 


