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CHAIR AND  
GENERAL MANAGER’S 
REPORT

In 2021 Tactile Arts had a highly productive year 
despite the continuing challenges of COVID-19. 
The organisation delivered a varied and dynamic 
series of exhibitions, workshops, artist residencies 
and retail pop ups and presented three successful 
craft fairs, each returning to iconic  
Darwin locations.  

Despite the restrictions on international and 
domestic tourism, local support across all areas of 
programming was strong. This support was crucial 
and ensured Tactile Arts was not only relevant 
to the local Top End community but also to its 
members and arts and crafts practitioners.  

A continued focus on developing stakeholder 
relationships and lifting the organisation’s profile 
lead to the introduction of a VIP event into the 
Craft Fair program and saw Tactile Arts invited 
to represent the Top End in a series of nationally 
recognised interiors events, alongside its 
Australian Craft and Design Centre peers.  

Tactile Arts made significant advancements in 
achieving its strategic goals with grants awarded 
for rebranding the organisation and multi-year 
funding for staging its three annual major events.  

A well-attended fundraising evening at the 
Darwin Railway Club saw Tactile Arts develop 
a new audience of stakeholders and facilitated 
investment into key equipment for ceramics 
production, which coupled with a substantial 
investment into the facilities by the Northern 
Territory Government resulted in upgrades across 
all Tactile Arts studios. 

Introduction of a gallery retail space and 
continuation of retail pop ups at the Craft Fairs 
lead to the highest performing year on record for 
retail sales which not only generated income for 
Tactile Arts but created additional revenue avenues 
for practitioners. As did the reinstatement of kids 
and family programs with a series of Kids School 
Holiday Arts and Crafts workshops that created 
more employment opportunities for tutors and 
nurtured the next generation of craft practitioners 
and lovers. 

We would like to thank the management 
committee, staff and volunteers for their 
unwavering dedication to the organisation. 
Without their ongoing work, commitment and 
support, Tactile Arts would not be able to thrive. 
We would also like to thank our many members, as 
without them we would not be able to look forward 
to an eventful and fruitful future.

Rebecca Renshaw 
CHAIR

Tessa Duke 
GENERAL MANAGER
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TREASURER’S 
REPORT

The auditor’s report has been received and is available to members.  

INCOME
The organisation’s income for 2021 was $437,739 ($835,936 - $398,197 non cash In kind support) 

Tactile Arts key income stream is our core funding from Arts NT of $68,798.

New grant funding was acquired from CBFC for the growth and development of the Craft Fairs.   
In 2021 the first of three annual instalments was received $133,419. These funds are shown as income and 
have been proportionately expensed over the year predominately in the areas of advertising, venue hire 
and wages for a craft fair co-ordinator. 

Other key areas of income that contributed to overall income include: 

INCOME STREAM 2021 2020

Workshop Fees $68,856 $65,118

Craft Fair Fees $60,742 $44,451

Membership Fees $19,864 $14,851

Studio, Kiln, Equipment Hire $27,596 $21,727

Exhibition Commission $12,704 $7,572

Exhibition Fees $6,118 $4,727

Parliament House Shop Commission $10,763 $6,094

Fundraising and Donations $12,761  $11,397
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EXPENDITURE 2021 2020

Workshop costs (tutor & materials) $40,445 $47,232

Minor equipment  $5,925 $53,842

Craft fair hire fee $59,342 $29,369

Advertising & marketing  $39,137 $18,550

Repairs and maintenance expense is showing $225,190 ($31,266 2020).  This represents the maintenance 
to the Tactile Arts building done by the Government during 2021 and is offset by their in kind contribution 
showing as income.  It is not an out of pocket expense paid by Tactile Arts. 

Over the past few years Tactile Arts has upgraded their studio equipment via capital grant funding.  
Depreciation for the 2021 financial year was $24,087, leaving a closing written down value of total assets 
of $74,266. This will continue to be depreciated over the coming few years. 

Overall Profit/Loss 31 December 2021 $10,436  ($68,006  2021) 

Clement Chun Wai Ng 

TREASURER  

17 May 2022

TREASURER’S 
REPORT

EXPENDITURE
Staff wages and superannuation continue to be Tactile Arts’ main expenditure in 2021 total being $149,196 
($152,756 in 2020).  This covered staff in the roles of General Manager, Program and Administration 
Officer, and Retail Shop Coordinator. 

Key areas of overall expenditure include:
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Promoting and supporting a vibrant and sustainable 
arts and crafts community in the Top End, 
facilitating the development of emerging and 
established artists, craftspeople and designers to 
encourage the highest standards of workmanship. 

A world in which the handmade is valued and art is 
valued in everyday life

MISSION VALUES

VISION

Tactile Arts acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we live, meet,  
exhibit and celebrate craft. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and future. 

• Inclusive and welcoming 

• Creative 

• Ethical and transparent 

• Acting with integrity 

• Sustainable 

• Encouraging, collaborative, supportive 

• Inspirational and of quality



2021 SNAPSHOT
CRAFT FAIRS
Net Income $61,304

37
3,116
1,870
$36,030
$10,450

11
146
2,395
339
$54,496
$16,854

17
325
9

28
$68,856
$26,876

EXHIBITIONS
No. of Exhibitions 
Exhibiting Artists 
Visitors 
Works Sold 
Artwork Sales 
Net Income  

TACTILE ARTS SHOP
Shop Stockists 
Visitors 
Works Sold 
Artwork Sales 
Net Income  

WORKSHOPS
Tutors 
Participants 
Established Workshops 
Newly Introduced  
Workshops 
Workshop Sales 
Net Income 

MOTHER’S DAY
Stall Holders 62
Visitors 3,500
Artwork Sales $71,411
Net Income $6,155

DRAGONFLY
Stall Holders 70
Visitors 3,500
Artwork Sales $75,810 
Net Income $6,197

CHRISTMAS
Stall Holders 115
Visitors 5,000
Artwork Sales $301,875 
Net Income  $48,952

TOTAL
Participating Artists 447
Visitors 17,836
Works Sold* 2,209
Artwork Sales $539,622
Net Income  $115,484

MEMBERSHIP & SUBSCRIBERS 2021 2020 INCREASE
Members 267 258 3%

Website Visitors 25,843 18,903 36%

E-News Subscribers 2,291 2,212 3%

Facebook Followers 4,190 3,840 9%

Tactile Arts Instagram Followers 2,391 1,699 40%

Tactile Arts Shop Instagram Followers 640 391 63%

*excluding craft fair artwork sales



Tactile Arts returned to delivering its planned 
annual program of major events in 2021, which 
included the Mother’s Day Craft Fair (Darwin 
Waterfront, May), the Dragonfly Craft Fair 
(Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern 
Territory, July) and the Christmas Craft Fair 
(Darwin Convention Centre, November). This 
followed a significantly interrupted year in 
2020, as the COVID-19 pandemic forced the 
cancellation, postponement, and relocation of  
two of its three events. 

In response to the new normal of COVID-19 event 
requirements, all major events continued to be 
subject to approval by the Northern Territory 
Government’s Department of Health. Event Safety 
Plans were required to demonstrate commitment 
to the health of the greater community with contact 
tracing, signage, venue capacity management and 
COVID-19 emergency response procedures all 
required to be in place. 

Despite these changes indicating the risk 
associated with staging events during a pandemic 
crisis Tactile Arts successfully secured multi-year 
funding from the Community Benefit Fund:  
Major Community Event Grant in late 2020 to 
support delivery of its three annual Craft Fairs  
from 2021 to 2023.  

A total of $394,880 was awarded for the three-year 
period with the funds being directed to key areas 
of expenditure including administration, design, 
marketing and promotion, equipment purchases, 
and equipment and venue hire. 

This support reflects the position that Tactile Arts 
Craft Fairs’ hold in Darwin’s events calendar, with 
locals and visitors alike anticipating the three 
annual events. These Craft Fairs are famed locally 
and nationally for bringing together some of the 
Top End’s most talented and skilled artists and 
craftspeople, exhibiting an abundance of handmade 
artworks and functional wares. 

CRAFT FAIRS

TACTILE ARTS
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CRAFT FAIRS

Our events give makers the opportunity to sell their 
work, connect with other creatives and a craft-
loving audience as well as to further develop and 
promote their art and craft businesses. 

Tactile Arts has maintained a high level of delivery 
in staging its events, despite the flexibility required 
in applying the latest COVID-19 requirements and 
has continued to develop its events with numerous 
new stallholders exhibiting a diverse array of work 
of an increasingly high standard.  

2021 saw a continuation of Tactile Arts partnership 
with the Darwin Waterfront for the delivery of the 
Mother’s Day Craft Fair on Saturday, 8 May, and a 
return to a venue partnership with the Museum and 
Art Gallery of the Northern Territory and their new 
eatery, Saltwater@Bundilla Café, for the Dragonfly 
Craft Fair held on Sunday, 18 July.  

In a significant development, the weekend-long 
Christmas Craft Fair at the Darwin Convention 
Centre was expanded to include a special VIP 
shopping event on Friday evening. Invitations were 
extended to local dignitaries, NTG ministers, council 
delegates, local business leaders, arts industry 
peers and Diversability Collective members, a new 
initiative that provided NDIS participants access to 
the event at a time that would be less busy. 

The VIP event included formalities emceed by  
John McNeur from Pathways NT, a welcome to 
country by Richard Fejo Jnr, opening speeches by 
Minister for Disabilities, Kate Worden and  
Tactile Arts Chair, Rebecca Renshaw, and was 
attended by approximately 150 invitees including  
Her Hon. Vicki O’Halloran and Tactile Arts Patron, 
Claire Martin.  
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EXHIBITIONS

Tactile Arts gallery presented eleven exhibitions in 2021 which included a showcase of four Artists in 
Residence (Dawn Beasley, Katie Bradley, Jo Victoria and Kaye Leach), three aboriginal art centres  
(Injalak, Yarrenyty Arltere Artists and Merrepen Arts), a group show from the Free Space Studio, and  
two diverse members’ exhibitions to open and close the year, Reef and Space and Time, featuring over  
150 works from 68 members.  

COVID-19 travel restrictions forced the postponement of Victorian artist Pamela Kleeman-Passi’s 
participation in the schedule; the space was well utilised however with a curated show of ceramic works 
from Tactile Arts collection. With an update to the restrictions, we were thrilled to still welcome Victorian-
based artist and long-time member, Andrea McKey, later in the year for a sell-out exhibition of miniatures 
and jewellery titled Alchemy.  

Highlights of the 2021 program included: 

The Garden of Alchemy featuring impressive porcelain installations 
inspired by botanical forms from ceramic artist and Artist in 
Residence, Dawn Beasley. This exhibition treated viewers to an 
immersive, otherworldly experience through an exquisite foray into 
growth, decay, re-birth and renewal in the natural world.  

THE GARDEN OF ALCHEMY

Of the same, an exhibition by artists of the Free Space Studio featuring  
a vibrant collection of works from 18 artists working with disability.  
The exhibition was a joyous exploration of life and self and included 
painted and illustrated works on paper and canvas, photography and 
digital prints. 

OF THE SAME

Kulabbarl (Billabong) presenting a range of works made by artists, 
weavers and screen print designers at Injalak Arts and inspired by the 

Gunbalanya billabong that lies metres behind the Art Centre, a site 
intricately woven into the fabric of Gunbalanya, a source of sustenance 

and creativity. The exhibition featured works on bark, paper, woven fibre 
works as well as screen print designs from over 25 artists.  

KULABBARL

TACTILE ARTS
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EXHIBITIONS

Waltja Tjutja: Family a collection of painted and stitched soft sculptures 
from the Yarrenyty Arltere Artists. This dynamic exhibition was 
presented by Salon Art Projects as part of their August exhibition series 
and marked the fifth consecutive year of collaboration with Tactile Arts.   

WALTJA TJUTJA: FAMILY

Clay an exhibition of ceramics from Tactile Arts collection. 
 An unexpected gap in the 2021 exhibition schedule provided a prime 

opportunity to curate an exhibition from works on permanent display in 
the Ceramics Studio. The works have been collected over four decades 

from artists participating in the residency program and from visiting 
masterclass tutors. Artists whose works were featured in the exhibition 
include Peter Anderson, Sandra Black, Kevin Boyd, Bill Connor, Annette 

Copland, Ian Currie, Greg Daly, Janet Deboos, Claire Freer,  
Victor Greenaway, Vincent McGrath, Kathrin McMiles,  

Jeff Minchum and Bryan Truman.  

CLAY

Out of the Darkness, a Celebration of Life an exploration of techniques 
developed during Katie Bradley’s time as an artist in residence in Tactile 

Arts Printmaking Studio. Whilst Bushfires and COVID-19 dominated 
our global perspective, Katie joined the growing local movement to 

show with respect the beauty to be found in our unique, important and 
often nocturnal local fauna. 

OUT OF DARKNESS

Tactile Arts would like to thank Leonie McNally and Cecily Willis for their assistance researching the Clay 
collection, and Leonie McNally for the loan of works from her personal collection. 
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The Tactile Arts Shop outperformed all previous 
years in 2021, with a total of $36,030 in sales 
recorded across its permanent and pop-up outlets. 
This was an increase of 17% on the highest  
pre-COVID sales recorded in 2019 and occurred 
despite the continuation of COVID-19 affected 
visitation to the Northern Territory, where border 
closures to international tourists and cruise ship 
passengers coupled with limited interstate visitors 
resulted in 3,116 visitors to the Parliament House 
shop, a reduction of 34% from 2019’s pre-COVID 
levels but a 52% increase from 2020 when the 
retail outlet ceased trading for seven weeks due  
to the pandemic outbreak.  

As the Parliament House outlet recorded 
comparable sales to 2019 the increase in 2021 
revenue can be attributed to the introduction of 
a dedicated retail space in Tactile Arts Gallery 
and the success of the retail pop-up stall at the 
Christmas Craft Fair.  

Following its February introduction, the gallery 
retail space proved to be highly successful, with 
visitors purchasing fewer items but of greater value 
than their Parliament House counterparts. The 
gallery retail displays were curated to complement 
each exhibition which provided particularly popular 
with visitors to the Clay exhibition where sales of 
$2,023 were taken over a two-week period  
(24 Sept-10 Oct) and matched the October 
Parliament House takings.  

The Christmas Craft Fair pop-up stall at the 
Darwin Convention Centre proved to be equally 
as successful, with the festive season event 
extended to include a special VIP evening and 
two consecutive days of trading which resulted in 
sales of $2,774 across the weekend. In addition 
to significantly increasing retail sales the Craft 
Fair pop-ups assist in growing awareness of the 
Parliament House outlet and its stockists with  
the local market. 

The launch of the online shop in October the 
previous year continued to welcome orders from 
local, interstate, and international purchasers 
offering the flexibility of click and collect, as well 
as shipping, an option that was utilised by a local 
customer base and reflected the growing trend  
of purchasing artisanal and handcrafted  
products online.  

Over the course of the year the retail shop 
welcomed two new suppliers, bringing the total 
number of shop stockists to forty-two, including a 
core team of fifteen artists who volunteered their 
time to staff the shop and assist with administrative 
duties throughout the year.  

RETAIL SHOP
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WORKSHOPS

Support for the workshop program continued to 
be strong in 2021 showing a 5% increase in income 
from the previous year’s unprecedented sales. 
This reflected ongoing border closures and travel 
restrictions due to COVID-19, with many people 
redirecting their discretionary spending into the 
local economy.  

There was a total of 59 workshops scheduled in 
2021 with 325 participants engaging with the 
program. This included 110 attendees to the Kids 
School Holiday Arts and Crafts workshops that 
engaged children and their families with Tactile 
Arts current exhibitions and artist residencies and 
promoted a growing awareness of the organisation 
with a broadening demographic.  

Highlights of the 2021 program include:  

Ceramic Design and Wheel Throwing with Sophia 
Golavanevskaya. Sophia ignited the passion 
of ceramics in her students with a number of 
participants transitioning from student to studio 
hirer to continue honing their newfound skills. 
With workshop offerings spanning beginner to 
advanced, Sophia’s students were challenged with 
new ideas, throwing, and altering various forms and 
developing their own project ideas. 

Beginners Glass Fusing and Slumping and Fused 
and Slumped Art Glass Coral Bowls with award 
winning glass artist Christine Stewart.  
Following completion of an artist residency in 
Central Australia, Christine travelled to Darwin  
 

and quickly became immersed in art glass 
production at Tactile Arts studios, where she 
shared her extensive skills and knowledge with a 
growing group of passionate glass artists through 
her workshops and the monthly studio session with 
the Darwin Fused Glass Group.     

Lino Block Printing with internationally renowned 
painter and textile artist Kieren Karritpul from 
Merrepen Arts at Nauiyu, Daly River presented 
during Merrepen Arts group exhibition,  
Breathing Life. The workshop introduced students 
to the fabric printing techniques that Kieren is 
renowned for.  

Kids School Holiday Arts and Crafts which 
activated the gallery and studios during the school 
holdiays with fun and educational workshops for 
budding artists such as Anthony Calder Artist 
Study; Cardboard Creatures; Ceramics; Cyanotype 
and Foam Printing; Georgia O’Keefe Artist Study; 
Matisse Undersea Collage; Block Printing Patterns; 
Monoprinting Nature; Paul Klee Artist Study, and 
Still Life Fruit. Workshops were facilitated by 
Frances Ricketts, Betty Franklin, Hilary Jones, Janie 
Andrews and Tactile Arts Programs Coordinator, 
Ned Roberts. 

Long-standing programs such as The Magic Garden 
with Ingrid Gersmanis, Silver Jewellery Making 
with Marianne Eichenberg and Introduction to 
Lampworking (Beadmaking) with  
Debra Senjuschenko remained the stead-face  
of the program. 

TACTILE ARTS
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ORGANISATIONAL

Staff and Management Committee Members as at 31 December 2021.

STAFF

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Tessa Duke, General Manager  
from January 2019

Margot Nelson, Retail Coordinator  
from August 2021

Jack Osborn, Studio Technician 
from September 2021

The business of the Association must be managed by or under the direction of a Management Committee. 
The Committee may exercise all the powers of the Association except those matters that the Act or 
the organisation’s Constitution requires the Association to determine through a general meeting of 
Members. The Management Committee consists of an elected person to fill each of the following positions: 
Chairperson, Vice-chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer. The Management Committee shall have the ability to 
co-opt additional members for specific tasks to a maximum of seven members.  

A committee member holds office for two (2) years with half the committee to retire each year at the next 
annual general meeting unless the member vacates the office under clause 31 or is removed under clause 
32. Members may not serve more than four (4) consecutive two-year terms on the Committee. 

Rebecca Renshaw has worked for the past 19 years with industry specialists, 
museum staff, educators and artists. Her in-depth experience spans public 
programs, education, visitor services, membership, volunteering, marketing 
and communications and governance for the gallery, museum and arts sector. 
Renshaw has a Bachelor of Ceramic Design from Monash University and a 
Masters of Arts Management from the University of Melbourne. She has worked 
for Heide Museum of Modern Art in Melbourne and the Museum and Art Gallery 
of the Northern Territory. Currently she is employed as the Communications 
Manager for Artback NT and Business Manager for the Art Association of 
Australia and New Zealand.

CHAIRPERSON
Rebecca Renshaw
Appointed February 2019
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ORGANISATIONAL

Jocelyn Tribe is a Darwin based printmaker with a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree 
from Victorian College of the Arts. She has extensive experience in cross-cultural 
art projects, from urban to remote communities and is committed to the growth 
of the arts sector in the Northern Territory. 

Tribe has worked across Indigenous, refugee, mental health and non-Indigenous 
contexts expanding on community development from a creative and collaborative 
perspective. She encourages the practice of art to be invitational and trauma-
informed while being dedicated to creating spaces that are accessible, inclusive 
and person-centered. 

She believes that mindfulness and heartfulness actions such as art making have a 
profound potential for both personal and interpersonal healing. Tribe is honoured 
to have the opportunity to be a Management Committee member and is also 
humbled to have been nominated by the Members of Tactile Arts to join in  
the development of such an important space that holds many possibilities for 
social change. 

Sarah Lacy has been a member of Tactile Arts (TA) for 6 years and was proudly 
elected on to the Management Committee in 2019, a good fit since she is 
passionate about both handicrafts and good governance. In 2020 Sarah increased 
her responsibility becoming TA’s Secretary and Public Officer. Sarah recently 
worked as a governance advisor for five years, working to build strength and 
stability in Aboriginal corporations by advising and upskilling directors in 
governance and management. This involved running workshops and supporting 
processes around good decision-making, board responsibilities, strategic 
planning, and financial management. Sarah holds a Masters in Social Science 
(International Development), a Graduate Certificate in Indigenous Policy 
Development and a Bachelor of Arts (Fashion Design). Sarah has a long history of 
working with and supporting grassroots, community organisations. 

After a long hiatus from designing clothes, Sarah found inspiration in becoming a 
mum to launch a bright and colourful range of clothing and accessories specifically 
designed for babies and kids living in the tropics. Sarah designs and crafts all items 
from her home in Darwin. Since its launch in 2017, Xan and Gran has been a staple 
at the Tactile Arts craft fairs. Darwin and the Top End has such a rich tapestry of 
local artisans and handcrafters and Sarah is proud to be part of the leadership 
team with Tactile Arts, the key body supporting this vibrant community of artists. 

VICE CHAIRPERSON

SECRETARY

Jocelyn Tribe

Sarah Lacy

Appointed June 2018

Elected June 2019

TACTILE ARTS
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I have over 20 years’ experience as an artist, an arts educator and an arts 
administrator working in medium to large organisations internationally and 
here in Darwin. These roles have equipped me with experience in all aspects of 
leadership, management and governance including but not limited to: Strategic 
planning; Finances, resource management; Staff professional development; Event 
management; Gallery and studio management; The equipping and maintaining 
of studios and assets; Policy and practice documentation; Compliance to 
constitutions, company and government policies .

More importantly, I have been an active member of Tactile Arts for over 6 
years. I am a current studio hirer and have relevant experience as a craft fair 
stall holder, a shop volunteer, an exhibitor, an artist-in-residence and I am just 
about teach the first of several workshops. As such I have experienced all the 
different aspects of the organisation and feel well placed to represent members’ 
interests. I understand the need for transparency and excellent communication 
between the committee and the members that it represents. I believe firmly in 
the value of Tactile Arts as a members’ association promoting and working for 
the benefit of local artists and craftspeople.As a practicing artist I also have a 
good understanding of the grant application process having successfully gained 
a Churchill fellowship for Excellence in the Visual Arts, and a grant from the 
Australian Council for the Arts. 

I am an active Tactile Arts member who has a strong belief in the value of the 
Tactile Arts organisation within the Darwin community. The outstanding facilities 
form a central hub from which the organisation enriches the arts and crafts sector 
for personal, cultural and financial benefit. 

My professional skills, built over 20 years, provide a sound foundation which allow 
me to contribute to Tactile Arts. I have multi-layered experience in strategy, grants 
management, governance and community development.   

I have been a member of Tactile Arts for 3 years in which time I have benefitted 
from workshops, numerous gallery openings, being a stall holder at markets and 
the use of studios. Being a Tactile Arts member has introduced me to the arts and 
crafts community of Darwin which is vibrant and energetic. Being a member of the 
Tactile Arts Management Committee allows me to contribute to an organisation 
that I value and respect for the benefit of the wider community. 

GENERAL MEMBER

GENERAL MEMBER

Dawn Beasley

Deb Katona

Elected 21 June 2021

Appointed October 2021

ORGANISATIONAL
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Professional experience: 

• Qualified Secondary Arts and Crafts teacher 
Melbourne State College/University 
Taught primarily ‘disadvantaged’ teenagers 
Collingwood, Victoria, 10 years 

• Singer - rock, jazz and blues  
Melbourne and NT, over 45 years 

• Aboriginal Studies tutor  
Alice Springs, 1 year 

• Actor 5+ years 

• ABC Broadcaster 14 years 

• ESL volunteer teaching casual 

And now I’m a hobby ceramicist, after taking a course at TA and never looking 
back! Been a member of Tactile Arts for around 6/7 years. In that time a very 
regular user of the ceramics studio. 

Volunteering - using my media experience and contacts to promote TA, TA Fairs, 
Exhibitions and various individual artists:

• writing press releases for events and artists 

• helping with website copy (occasionally) 

• parliament house shop (casually) 

• general helping out with exhibitions/clean-ups etc. 

Spending around 4 out of 5 days per week ‘pottering’ around TA, I get to meet and 
befriend a lot of members, I get a pretty good look at how the place works and 
areas where I think we might be able to improve. Thought I’d put my hat in the ring 
after all these years. 

Looks like there might be quite a few good people interested in being a board 
member, but I’m happy to give my services if you think I can provide another 
perspective that may be beneficial. 

GENERAL MEMBER
Annie Gastin
Elected 21 June 2021

ORGANISATIONAL

TACTILE ARTS

19



MARKETING

Andrea Mckey, Wishing Stone, embroidery and felt.

Glass kiln? Caption Sandra Lancaster Company, stoneware year?

Caption? also need a high res image Caption?

Caption?Caption? 

CRAFT FAIRS
Tactile Arts Craft Fairs are renowned for showcasing  
the work of some of the Top End’s finest art and craft  
practitioners. These events offer visitors an incredible  
array of high-quality handcrafted items to purchase  
directly from the makers and feature one-of-a-kind  
ceramics, hand printed textiles, natural beauty products, 
original artworks, fine woodworking plus much more.

These events attract up to 5,000 visitors each and are 
held at prime Darwin locations three times a year,  
Mother’s Day Craft Fair (May), Dragonfly Craft Fair (July), 
Christmas Craft Fair (November).

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE
longest running program of its kind in the Northern Territory.  
It supports artists and artisans to develop their practice 
and promotes skills transference between our local  
creatives and interstate participants.

Our Artist in Residence program welcomes applications 
year-round from practitioners working in a broad range of 
mediums including textiles, printmaking, glass, jewellery, 
and ceramics.

ABOUT
Tactile Arts is a member based, not-for-profit organisation  
that has been showcasing and promoting makers of  
contemporary art and craft in the top end of the  
Northern Territory since 1973.

We actively support artists and craft practitioners at  
every stage of their careers by providing access to  
multiple platforms from which to develop skills both  
creatively and professionally.

We welcome new members and visitors to Tactile Arts. 

Find us at the following locations:

GALLERY
Tactile Arts Gallery presents a dynamic schedule of  
exhibitions to over 5,000 visitors each year.

Located in the grounds of the Museum and Art Gallery of 
the Northern Territory we showcase outstanding art and 
craft from Territory practitioners and inspire our audiences 
with program highlights from across the country.

Our annual program features monthly opening events and  
a curated selection of items in the Gallery’s retail space.

STUDIOS
We support the production of art and craft in the Territory 
by providing access to specialised studios and equipment 
that cater to a range of mediums including textiles,  
printmaking, glass, jewellery, and ceramics.

Our studios are a lively creative hub that foster skills  
development across all levels of experience.

Space can be hired within the studios, and we welcome 
visitors to witness the exciting world of craft production.

SHOP
Tactile Arts retail outlets offer a wide range of unique 
products produced by Top End practitioners. They are 
the perfect place to find that special gift or a piece of 
Territory craft for home.

Our range of cards, jewellery, children’s books, homewares 
and clothing means there’s something for everyone.

You can find our outlets in the foyer of Parliament House, 
at Tactile Arts Gallery, at Darwin’s makers markets 
throughout the year and on our website.

Tactile Arts Gallery  
and Studios

19 Conacher Street, 
The Gardens,  
DarwinNT 0820

Tuesday to Sunday, 
10am to 4pm

Tactile Arts Shop

Parliament House 
15 Mitchell Street, 
Darwin City 0800

Monday to Saturday, 
10am to 2pm

WORKSHOPS
Tactile Arts offers a vibrant and diverse range of workshops  
throughout the year. Our program is designed to engage 
participants at all skill levels across a range of mediums 
and features kids’ programs, professional development 
and masterclasses. Our workshops are presented by  
professional craft practitioners who bring a wealth of 
experience to their classes.

If you’re interested in developing your creative skills or 
trying something new, then visit our website to book your 
next workshop today.
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MEDIA

ADVERTORIAL

This Saturday, 8 May between 9am and 
3pm the lawns of the Darwin Waterfront 
will be transformed into a creative  
marketplace as Tactile Arts presents  
its annual Mother’s Day Craft Fair. 

With over 60 local artists, designers, and makers showcasing 
their beautiful handmade wares you will be sure to find an  
extra special gift for your mum this Mother’s Day, and no 
doubt a little something for yourself too.

There will be plenty to explore, including silver, glass, and  
woven jewellery, ceramic plates and platters, colourful  
hand-dyed fabrics and silks, bunches of hand-crafted flowers, 
handmade cards, original artworks, and organic beauty  
products, plus much more, all made right here in the Top End.

Take advantage of Tactile Arts gift-wrapping service for your 
purchases and enjoy a delicious meal at one of the Waterfront’s 
many restaurants, in between perusing the beautiful stalls. 

Kids will love the art and craft activities, between 10am and 
2pm at Tactile Arts stall, and while you’re there why not pick 
up a ticket or two for the famous Craft Fair raffle, which will 
put you in the draw to win one of three gift baskets, full to the 
brim with lovingly handmade items donated by Mother’s Day 
Craft Fair stallholders. All proceeds go towards supporting 
artists and craftspeople in our Top End community.

Images clockwise from top left: made by MARIYE, Salvation Jewellery,  
Lindsay’s Fine Turning, Handpainted in HumptyDoo. 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

WORKSHOPS NET INCOME

$21,334

$17,330

$26,876

2019 2020 2021

MOTHER’S DAY CRAFT FAIR

$10,955

$6,155

DRAGONFLY CRAFT FAIR

$4,082

$7,373

$6,197

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR

$5,610

$13,529

$48,952

CRAFT FAIRS NET INCOME

N/A

2019

2020

2021
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

EXHIBITIONS NET INCOME
$16,696

$12,019

$16,854

2019 2020 2021

RETAIL SHOP NET INCOME

$6,729

$4,881

$10,450

2019 2020 2021

SOURCES OF INCOME

Earned Income Core Funding Other Grants Sponsorship &
Donations

COVID-19 
Stimulus

38%

18%

40%

4%

34%

14%

19%

3%

47%

15%

31%
28%

3%

2019

2020

2021
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IMAGE CREDITS

ANNUAL REPORT 2021

24

COVER PAGE:  
Dawn Beasley, Alchemy, 2021, porcelain, gold leaf and pearlite.

 PAGE 7:  
Andrea McKey, Low Tide, vintage brush, wood, glass, fabric, polymer clay,copper, metal  
and found objects.

 PAGE 8:  
Marita Sambono, Stars, painting on paper, framed, 79 x 99cm.

 PAGE 9 (TOP TO BOTTOM):  
Dragonfly Craft Fair 2021, The Handmade Gypsy, Photographed by Catherine Buckley;  
Mother’s Day Craft Fair 2021, Jackie Oh No;  
Dragonfly Craft Fair 2021, Tactile Arts Tent, Photographed by Catherine Buckley.

 PAGE 10 (TOP TO BOTTOM):  
Christmas Craft Fair 2021, Artist Demonstration, photographed by Mark Sherwood;  
Christmas Craft Fair 2021, Speeches, photographed by Mark Sherwood;  
Christmas Craft Fair 2021, Welcome to Country, Richard Fejo Jr, photographed by Mark Sherwood.

 PAGE 11 (TOP TO BOTTOM):  
Leigh Zarimis, Holiday Time, posca markers and watercolour on paper, 91cm  x 71cm, 2020;  
Eve Nganjmirra and Isaiah Nagurrgurrba, Mandem (water lily) and Ngalmangiyi (long turtle neck),  
2021, textile;  
Dawn Beasley, Alchemy 2021, porcelain, gold leaf and pearlite, installation (detail).

 PAGE 12 (TOP TO BOTTOM):  
Katie Bradley, Bush Stone Curlew, 2021, mixed media on paper;  
Rhonda Sharp, Bird, soft sculpture, mixed media;  
Victor Greenway wheel thrown porcelain demonstration pieces 2003.

 PAGE 13 (CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT):  
Jo Victoria, Spiralis Pandanus, southern ice porcelain;  
Louise Brown, Bird’s Eye View of Reef, mosaic;  
Tactile Arts Gallery Space;  
Kaye Leach, Changing Sands Table, porcelain;  
Andrea McKey, Fantastical Birds,  hand made felt, embroidered.

 PAGE 15 (LEFT TO RIGHT):  
Cecily Willis Student Works;  
Christine Stewart, Fused and Slumped Bowl;  
Ingrid Gersmanis Student Works.



SPONSORS & PARTNERS

TACTILE ARTS GALLERY AND STUDIOS

19 Conacher Street
The Gardens, Darwin NT 0810

GPO Box 1479 
Darwin, NT 0801

admin@tactilearts.org.au 
08 8981 6616 
www.tactilearts.org.au

TACTILE ARTS SHOP

Parliament House 
15 Mitchell Street  
Darwin City NT 0800
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