
 

 

This Executive Order does not apply to the United States government.  Nothing in this 
Executive Order shall prohibit any individual from performing or accessing Essential 
Governmental Functions. 
 

11. Businesses covered by this Executive Order.  For the purposes of this Executive Order, 
covered businesses include any for-profit, non-profit, or educational entities, regardless 
of the nature of the service, the function it performs, or its corporate or entity structure. 
 

12. Essential Businesses and Operations.  For the purposes of this Executive Order, 
Essential Businesses and Operations means Healthcare and Public Health Operations, 
Human Services Operations, Essential Governmental Functions, and Essential 
Infrastructure, and the following:1 

 
a. Stores that sell groceries and medicine.  Grocery stores, pharmacies, certified 

farmers’ markets, farm and produce stands, supermarkets, convenience stores, and 
other establishments engaged in the retail sale of groceries, canned food, dry 
goods, frozen foods, fresh fruits and vegetables, pet supplies, fresh meats, fish, 
and poultry, alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages, and any other household 
consumer products (such as cleaning and personal care products). This includes 
stores that sell groceries, medicine, including medication not requiring a medical 
prescription, and also that sell other non-grocery products, and products necessary 
to maintaining the safety, sanitation, and essential operation of residences and 
Essential Businesses and Operations; 
 

b. Food, beverage, and cannabis production and agriculture. Food and beverage 
manufacturing, production, processing, and cultivation, including farming, 
livestock, fishing, baking, and other production agriculture, including cultivation, 
marketing, production, and distribution of animals and goods for consumption; 
licensed medical and adult use cannabis dispensaries and licensed cannabis 
cultivation centers; and businesses that provide food, shelter, and other necessities 
of life for animals, including animal shelters, rescues, shelters, kennels, and 
adoption facilities;  

 
c. Organizations that provide charitable and social services.  Businesses and 

religious and secular nonprofit organizations, including food banks, when 
providing food, shelter, and social services, and other necessities of life for 
economically disadvantaged or otherwise needy individuals, individuals who need 
assistance as a result of this emergency, and people with disabilities; 

 
d. Media.  Newspapers, television, radio, and other media services; 

 
e. Gas stations and businesses needed for transportation. Gas stations and auto-

supply, auto-repair, and related facilities and bicycle shops and related facilities; 
 

f. Financial institutions.  Banks, currency exchanges, consumer lenders, including 
but not limited, to payday lenders, pawnbrokers, consumer installment lenders 
and sales finance lenders, credit unions, appraisers, title companies, financial 
markets, trading and futures exchanges, affiliates of financial institutions, entities 
that issue bonds, related financial institutions, and institutions selling financial 
products; 
 

g. Hardware and supply stores.  Hardware stores and businesses that sell 
electrical, plumbing, and heating material; 

 
1 On March 19, 2020, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Cybersecurity & Infrastructure 
Security Agency, issued a Memorandum on Identification of Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers 
During COVID-19 Response.  The definition of Essential Businesses and Operations in this Order is 
meant to encompass the workers identified in that Memorandum. 


