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Given the current health concerns surrounding the outbreak of COVID-19, this bulletin will outline best 

practices for disinfecting dive equipment.  The following recommendations are based on information 

provided by the Center for Disease Control; they will also ensure your dive gear is not harmed in the 

cleaning process. 

 

Cleaning and disinfecting your gear: 

 

It is important to properly disinfect all scuba equipment, especially second stage regulators, masks, 

snorkels, and BC inflators.  According to the CDC, disinfecting is the process of killing germs on a 

surface after it has been cleaned.  To properly disinfect gear, first clean it as you normally would, then 

use one of the following solutions to disinfect the gear: 

 

 Diluted household bleach: 1/3rd cup per gallon of water (2% solution) 

WARNING: Exceeding the recommended amount of bleach will harm silicone components 

and can lead to equipment functioning improperly  

 Alcohol solutions with at least 70% alcohol 

1. Clean dive gear by first soaking in fresh water, then mechanically scrubbing with warm soapy 

water. 

2. Soak dive gear in diluted bleach solution (1/3 cup per gallon of water) for 20 to 30 minutes.  

3. Or spray dive gear with alcohol solution and allow to air dry, DO NOT soak in alcohol.  

4. Rinse all dive gear in fresh water after disinfecting and allow to completely dry before use.  

 

 

There are some commonly used products that are ineffective against coronavirus.  These include 

antibacterial and chlorhexidine mouthwashes and sprays.   

 

Of course, washing hands frequently and cleaning commonly touched objects is important.  Please 

continue to follow recommendations from the CDC and practice safe diving. 

Other helpful resources include the CDC website and the Divers Alert Network website. 

 

 
 

 


