
Book review:  Sketchbooks – Grayson Perry1 
 

 
 
 

 “Sketchbooks are a central plank of being an artist” 
 
 
by Daniel Skeffington 
 
 ‘Sketchbooks‘ testifies to Perry’s agency of his own extraordinary imagination. 
That is to say, it documents the genesis of his wide overve from conceptual 
doodles, studies and more elaborate renderings to how he uses them to inspire 
his finished work. “A sketchbook for me is a sacred artefact, more so than many 
finished works. The density of thought, the love of art and the sheer number of 
man-hours in each one loads them with huge meaning and memory for me”. 
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Themes, styles, influences, notes to self and plans of illustrations – particularly 
for us ceramic boffins, of his ceramic output, are detailed in chapter format each 
associated with various stages of his artistic journey.  
 
For ceramic makers the book provides a valuable insight into how one potter 
plans his work. In his introduction he explains; “At Art College we were 
indoctrinated with the notion that sketchbooks were a central plank of being an 
artist”. He further explains his constant ‘referring back’ to his sketchbooks inform 
the work he is currently making. Even one word, one line drawing, one idea of 
colour jotted down in past musings can spark a theme or illustration that can be 
translated into a finished work. 
 



 
 
The book is near to 200 pages, full-colour, super A4, perfect-bound with 
environmentally friendly paper stock. It’s a beautiful book, short on text, big on 



illustrations – letting these tell the stories. It’s a fascinating insight into an 
internationally renowned artists’ world. For the ceramic artist/maker the book’s 
value is a lesson to record ones ideas so as to refer back when planning new 
work. 
 
Grayson Perry’s work also features in the on-line series Surface Therapy –  
# 4 - ‘Layering – Stories’ on this website: 
CeramicSweetSpot.com/SurfaceTherapy/#4 
 
 
 


