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Gallery.  
 

(n.b. A significant portion of the following text has been taken from the Manly Art Gallery’s 
website, acknowledging the excellence of the collection.) 
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Details 
	
Address:    West Esplanade, Manly NSW 2095. PO Box 82, Manly, 
NSW 1655 
Phone:       +61 2 9976 1420 
Fax:           +61 2 9948 1400 
Email:        artgallery@manly.nsw.gov.au   
                  info@manlyartgallerycollections.com.au 
Website:    www.manly.nsw.gov.au/attractions 
Open:        Tuesday - Sunday, 10 am - 5 pm (Closed Mondays and    
  Public Holidays) 
Free Admission 
 
Ceramic collections contact for further information:  
Collections Curator Ms Katherine Roberts 
	
Link to an alphabetical l ist of Ceramic Artists 
represented:  
http://www.manlyartgallerycollections.com.au/ceramics_works_1.html	



	
	
	

	 	 	
  Pic taken from Manly Art Gallery website: Peter Rushforth 
 
 

About the collection 
 
Manly Art Gallery & Museum has been developing an important collection of Australian 
ceramics that traces the development of styles and techniques in Australia since 1945.   
 
Through an active acquisitions program and donations, the collection is evolving into one of 
Australia's most significant ceramic resources. As an important member of the Regional 
Galleries Association of New South Wales, this specialisation in ceramics is a key focus in the 
NSW network of public galleries. 
 
The now over 330 works in the collection by over 140 artists represent the diversity of 
techniques, aesthetics and artistic practice within the broad field of ceramics - from 
traditional wood-fired, salt-glazed and oxide-treated works and pieces influenced by 
Japanese and Chinese ceramics, through to contemporary, post-modern works. Functional, 
decorative and sculptural styles of ceramics are represented.   
 
Among the first works to enter the collection was a piece by Peter Rushforth titled Jug, a 



stoneware with salt glaze piece which was purchased from the 1968 Ceramics Exhibition. 
The ceramics collection includes works by many important Australian ceramic artists 
including Shona Wilson, Les Blakebrough, Angela Valamanesh, Amanda Shelsher, Melina 
Monks, Bill Samuels, Lex Dickson, Bill Kelly and Liz Williams, and overseas artists who spent 
time in Australia and contributed significantly to contemporary ceramics, such as Shigeo 
Shiga, Brian Truman, Shunichi Inoue, Mark Heidenreich, Harry Davis and Len Castle.  
 
In 1985, the Manly Art Gallery & Museum's growing collection was put on display 
permanently in the Lady Askin Ceramics Room. The exhibition and display of these works 
was made possible through The Lady Askin Bequest some years earlier. Works from the 
collection are on changing display.  
 
The Gallery hosts biennial exhibitions of contemporary Australian ceramics by members of 
the Australian Ceramics Association (formerly the Potters Society of Australia), from which 
the Gallery purchases works. The Gallery also receives donations from benefactors and 
artists which assist in further developing the collection. 
 
The Gallery’s website continues its account of its collection with the publishing of a report on 
the collection by Gillian McCracken. McCracken delineates the collection at the gallery into 
‘periods of influence’ – This is an easy guide for the student and enthusiast alike. The website 
also lists in alphabetical order those artists represented in its collection, but alas does not 
include images of these works. 
http://www.manlyartgallerycollections.com.au/ceramics_works_1.html 
 
 
 

I f  it ’s not on show – how do I get access? 
 
As of May 2017 Manly Art Gallery is under renovations so a significant proportion of 
the ceramic holdings are being stored off-site. If your need is of important academic 
study or for important referencing of your work, the gallery may offer assistance to 
view pieces in this storage.  
 
In approximately 2 years from May 2017, approx. mid 2019, the collection will again 
be stored on-site and will be available for viewing, if not on show, by contacting the 
Collections Curator Ms Katherine Roberts. Or by sending a request 
email to: artgallery@manly.nsw.gov.au   

 
 
 
 
 
	



	 	
	
            Pic taken from Manly Art Gallery website:  Gwyn Hanssen Piggot 
 

 
 
And while you’re here….. 
 
Should you have feedback, further information or comment please go to the 
contact page on CeramicSweetSpot.com. We welcome your input. 
	


