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hoT new gear

Weego 66 
Unless you’ve been living in a cave (in which case we sort of envy 

you) you’ve certainly heard about the new mini jump-starters that 
have hit the market in the past few years. Small enough to stow in 

the glovebox or a console compartment, these things have saved a lot of 
fishing trips that would otherwise have been lost to dead batteries. The one 
problem? You need a huge amount of power to jump start a diesel or a very 
large gasoline inboard, so up until now the utility of these jumpers has 
been limited by the size of your engine. That’s why Weego rolled out 
the new Jump Starter 66, which can handle gasoline engines up to 
10.0L and diesels up to 5.0L. It also has the add-ons found on 
other Weegos, like a flashlight, USB charger for 
cell phones and gadgets, and a 12-V port. 
Water/dust resistance is IP65 rated, the 
66 is good for up to 1000 charge/discharge 
cycles, starting/peak current is 300A/600A, 
recharge time is three hours, and the bat-
tery itself is a lithium-polymer. Price: $199. 
Visit myweego.com for more info.

Siren Marine MTc 
Boat owners who place a premium on 

security may want to check out Siren 
Marine’s new MTC monitoring and 

tracking system. With a base station that 
communicates via 3G and remote monitors, 
when something happens aboard your boat 
you’ll be alerted on your cell phone via the 
Siren app. GPS tracking is part of the deal, and monitors offer options and 
alarms for things like unauthorized entry, bilge water level, battery voltage 
level, and more. The system also gives you the ability to remotely control 
systems like an audible alarm, lights, and air conditioning on the Siren app. 

We had a Siren rep visit us and demo the system during a day on the 
Bay, and felt it will be of particular interest to boat owners who leave their 
pride and joy in a slip but live relatively far from the marina. They always 
have a little voice in the back of their head whispering about leaks and pump 
failures, and the Siren silences that voice. Think of it like Nest for your boat. 
Cost is $599. Visit sirenmarine.com for more information.

fusion Stereoactive
Has there ever been a small boat 

stereo designed to withstand 
the rigors of trot-lining for blue 

crab? One that can survive being dripped 
on, dropped on, and smacked by muddy 
chicken necks for hours on end, as they 
swing from their snoods? We don’t think 
so, and we’re pretty sure this kind of abuse 
wasn’t what Fusion had in mind when they 
sent us a StereoActive to try out. But after 
several torture-test trips on our crabbing 
skiff, the Fusion is none the worse for wear 
(though we’ve been told it now smells 
kinda funky). So if you wish you could add 
a seriously rugged and kick-a** stereo to 
your skiff, kayak, or paddleboard, we think 
you should check this unit out. 

The 40-watt waterproof (to IPX7 stan-
dards) StereoActive floats, attaches to an 
easy-to-install puck mounting system, takes 
your musical feed from radio, BlueTooth, 
or a USB, and has an internal lithium-ion 
battery that jams tunes for up to 20 hours 
between recharges. Kayakers and paddlers 
will love the oversized buttons, which line 
the top of the unit and are scalloped so you 
can press them with the end of your pad-
dle. We found that the end of a crab net 
works just fine on those big buttons, too, 
though we missed a Jimmy while turning 
up the volume—D’oh! Add the water-tight 
ActiveSafe, which clips onto the same puck 
mount under the StereoActive, and you can 
keep your phone or iPod dry and safe, too.

To our ears sound quality is as good as 
it gets for self-contained stereos like this, 
and while the volume doesn’t quite attain 
ear-splitting levels, it was loud enough 
that we felt it necessary to turn down a bit 
when some people on a dock about 100 
yards away seemed to stare. The unit is a 
bit pricy with a $299 MSRP, but as is often 
the case, you get what you pay for. Visit 
fusionentertainment.com to learn more.

Boomerang Retractable Fly Box
The fly guys among us will be interested in the Boomerang Retractable 

Fly Box, which attaches to a clip-on two-foot retractable Kevlar tether 
so it’s always close at hand. The two-sided box is waterproof, is said 

to hold up to 85 flies on each side (though we’re thinking that’s a stretch), 
and includes a rather shocking lifetime service policy on 
the gear tether (which is made in the USA). While the 
longevity of the plastic box remains a bit of a question-
mark, we’ve used Boomerang tethers before and these 
things are well-built and long-lasting. This model 
claims a four-ounce retraction force. Cost is around 
$20, and you can check it out at boomerangtool.com.
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