
 Romania – At Home with the Gypsies   
 Specialist music and cultural tour 
 2nd to 10th September 2017 

Songlines Music Travel, in association with  
Master Travel, invites music lovers and travellers 
alike on this wonderful opportunity to experience 
the real sounds of Romania. This trip will give 
you a unique insight into the music and heritage 
of this fantastic region, including visits to two 
legendary musical villages: Clejani, the home of 
Taraf de Haidouks, and Zece Prăjini, the home 
of Fanfare Ciocărlia. We will also experience 
the urban lăutari music of Bucharest and the 
gorgeous string band music of Transylvania.

 Highlights include:  
●  Meeting and staying with local villagers  

and musicians in Clejani and Zece Prăjini
●  Exploring the capital Bucharest and the 

Saxon villages of Transylvania
●  Visiting UNESCO world heritage sites and 

seeing medieval castles and fortified churches

All Songlines Music Travellers will receive an 
information sheet about the local music plus 
recommended recordings and DVDs.

In association with

Information & reservations
+44 (0)20 7501 6741

 tours@mastertravel.co.uk
www.songlinesmusictravel.com

Songlines Music Travel tours are operated by Master Travel Ltd.  Please see our booking conditions on the website.
For more details about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to: www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate 

Our ATOL number is 3800.



 What to expect 
Romania has a rich tradition of music which has been 
handed down by Romany people over centuries, and is  
being discovered more and more around the world.  
During the 9 day trip, we will get to know four different 
styles of Romanian Gypsy music; brass band music from 
Moldavia, Hungarian-influenced music in Transylvania, 
Wallachian music in Clejani and urban lautari music  
in Bucharest.

Accompanied by both Romanian and English speaking 
guides (Sven and Helmut) who are specialists in this 
music, this trip will take you on a week of wild, authentic 
Gypsy music and will allow you to spend time with the 
local villagers, as well as seeing some wonderful mountain 
landscapes and UNESCO world heritage sites.

 From Bucharest to Zece Prajini 
Our journey will begin in the capital Bucharest, where we 
will spend our first evening together getting to know each 
other over a dinner of typical Romanian food, local wine 
and traditional music. The next morning we will travel to 
the Moldavian village of Zece Prăjini in the north east of the 
country. The village is beautifully situated amongst rolling 
hills and meadows. The population is almost 100% Roma; 
many of whom are musicians, and it is home to one of the 
greatest Balkan brass bands, ‘Fanfare Ciocărlia’. We will 
spend 2 days and nights here, exploring the village and its 
surroundings, meeting the musicians and getting to hear 
their music and traditions. The highlight will be a concert in 
the heart of the village on the second evening.

 Onto Transylvania 
The following day, we will head to Transylvania, by travelling 
through a beautiful mountain landscape, passing by an 
impressive ravine and through a 1.2km pass through the 
Carpathian mountains. Transylvania was part of the Hapsburg 
Empire until the First World War and has a diverse population 
of Romanians, Hungarians, Saxon Germans, and Romany 
people. In the late afternoon we will reach Mediaş, where we 
will stay for 2 nights in a good quality hotel in the old town.

From our base in Mediaş we will go to Sighişoara, a 
UNESCO world heritage site and one of the most intriguing 
towns in the region. At its heart is a medieval citadel, which 
is remarkably well preserved. It is also the birthplace of the 
notorious Vlad the Impaler. We will visit the museum, clock 
tower and the atmospheric Monastery Church, reached 
by a long wooden staircase. We head to the village of 
Ceuaş for the evening, where we encounter a very different 

“The tour was absolutely brilliant; 
and really well organised by Helmut 
and Sven, who due to their personal 
Romanian connections (both being 
married to Romanians) and their 

knowledge of the history and music, 
really did an excellent job. I can’t see how 

it could be improved”  
Rob McFarlane, At Home with the Gypsies, 2015



Top facts about Romania and Gypsy music
● The Roma (popularly known as Gypsies) have their 

origins in northern India. After migrations westwards 
they were first recorded in Wallachia, Romania in the 
14th century.

● The Roma are famous as performers of music all over 
Eastern Europe. But apart from the panache with which 
they play, there isn’t a unified form of Gypsy music. 
They mostly assimilate what’s around them. 

● In Romania Gypsies were slaves until the 1850s. Zece 
Prajini (the home of Fanfare Ciocărlia) was a village 
given to freed-Roma slaves after abolition and it is 
thought that Clejani’s Gypsies were formerly in-service 
to a local landowner (boyar).

● There are several subgroups of Roma with typical 
trades - these include the Kalderash (copper-workers), 
Lăutari (string-players), Boyash (spoon-makers) and 
Ursari (bear-handlers).

● Romania’s most famous musical export is probably 
the Taraf de Haidouks from the village of Clejani. The 
village was known amongst ethnomusicologists for its 
Gypsy musicians, and the Taraf was formed in 1990 
after the fall of Ceausescu. They’ve since toured the 
world and count Johnny Depp and the Kronos quartet 
amongst their fans.

● As a brass band, Fanfare Ciocărlia are unusual in 
Romania where violins usually dominate. Some 
suggest it was the influence of Russian military bands 
over the border. Vodka, rather than plum brandy 
(țuica) is the preferred tipple here too.

● In Transylvania, the Szászcsávás band in Ceuş is central 
European in style. Transylvania didn’t come under 
Ottoman domination as Moldavia and Wallachia did.

Transylvanian style of music from the Lăutari de Ceuaş, 
otherwise known as the Szaszcsavas Band. It is led by fiddles 
backed by a rhythmic viola (called contra), sawing bass plus 
accordion and cimbalom.

 Clejani 
From Mediaş, we will travel south through the Transylvanian 
hills to Clejani, visiting Viscri on the way, a medieval fortified 
Saxon church and a UNESCO world heritage  
site. We will cross the Wallachian Plain and will reach Clejani 

by nightfall. Clejani has become known around the world 
through the Taraf de Haidouks, the most celebrated  
of Romanian Gypsy bands. We will spend 2 nights here, 
staying in simple accommodation with locals in the village. 
This will give us the opportunity to get to know the village 
and its residents to learn about the music traditions of the 
area. We will discover the characteristic instruments of 
Wallachian music – the fiddle, cimbalom and bass. In the 
evening there will be music, dancing, and expect potent  
food and drink!



 Urban Romany music in Bucharest 
After breakfast the next day it will be time to head back to 
Bucharest where we will visit some of the highlights of the city, 
seeing elegant boulevards, narrow alleys, lively squares and a 
rich architecture. The afternoon will be free for you to relax 
or explore more of the city if you wish. There are many hidden 
churches and fascinating museums, for instance the Village 
Museum (Muzeul Satului), with a great display of village 
architecture and culture. They also have a good selection of 
locally-produced CDs. We spend our final evening together 
listening to the urban music of Bucharest that is so much a 
part of the city’s landscape, before our departure the next day.

 Your travel leaders 
Sven Panthoefer studied history, politics and cultural 
studies, and works as an historian. He is an experienced 
guide and his interests are in the music of East Europe and 
in Romanian Gypsy music. Helmut Neumann is a specialist 
in the music scene of Romania. In 1996, he and Henry Ernst 
established a management and record label of groups such as 
the Fanfare Ciorcarlia and they have numerous contacts in 
East Europe.
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Saturday 2nd September: Bucharest
Upon arrival into Bucharest, check into the hotel and 
meet our Songlines Travel Leaders. Time at leisure to 
explore the city before dinner with typical Romanian 
food, local wine and traditional music.

Sunday 3rd September: Zece Prajini   
Travel to the Moldavian village of Zece Prăjini, in  
the northeast of the country, where we will spend 
the next two days staying with families in the village.  
The accommodation is simple but comfortable.

Monday 4th September: Zece Prajini    
Explore the village and its surroundings. After lunch  
we will meet some of the musicians and get to hear 
about their music and traditions. There will be a concert 
in the heart of the village and a friendly get together in  
the evening.

Tuesday 5th September: Medias   
Travel across the Carpathians into Transylvania, to 
Mediaş where we will stay in a hotel overnight.

Wednesday 6th September: Medias, Sighisoara, 
Ceuas    
Take a tour of Sighişoara, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site and one of the most intriguing towns in the region. 
Head to the village of Ceuaş for the evening, where we 
will hear music from the Szaszcsavas Band. We will stay 
overnight again in Mediaş.

Thursday 7th September: Medias – Clejani     
Visit Viscri, a UNESCO World Heritage Site before 
heading south, across the Wallachian Plain to reach 
the village of Clejani. Here, we will be accommodated 
simply by people in the village.

Friday 8th September: Clejani    
Explore the village of Clejani and meet its residents. 
Hear about their lifestyle and music and discover the 
characteristic instruments of Wallachian music. In 
the evening there will be music and probably dancing. 
Expect potent food and drink too. 

Saturday 9th September: Bucharest   
After breakfast, head back to Bucharest, where we will 
visit some of the highlights of the city. The afternoon is 
free for you to relax or explore. Our final evening will be 
spent listening to the urban music of Bucharest.

Sunday 10th September: Bucharest  
This morning our trip ends. There may be time for 
further explorations of the city before your flight home  
or onward travel.

Please note that this is a provisional itinerary only. The 
final itinerary will be confirmed in your pre-departure 
pack which will be sent to you 2 weeks before departure.
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Key:  Breakfast   Lunch   Dinner 



 The cost includes: 
● Accommodation: Eight nights’ accommodation on a twin  

share basis, either in hotel rooms or in simple guest rooms  
in the villages. Single rooms available upon payment of a 
supplement however these rooms are limited.

● Transportation within Romania 

● Meals as per the itinerary

● All visits and live music as per the itinerary

● English and Romanian speaking guides

● Pre-departure information

 The cost excludes: 
● International flights to/from Bucharest

● Airport transfers

● Travel insurance. Please ensure you purchase adequate insurance 
cover before you leave home.

● Tips to hotel staff, drivers and guides

● Alcoholic drinks, snacks or any purchases of a personal nature

● Anything not specified in the inclusions and itinerary above

International flights to/from Bucharest
We would be delighted to arrange your flights to and from Bucharest if you wish. Please contact the Master Travel office on +44 (0)20 7501 6741  
or tours@mastertravel.co.uk for current prices and availability. 

Please note that all itineraries in Romania are subject to change according to local conditions. Due to the nature of the tour, places are limited.

Single travellers: A single supplement of £275 is payable if you wish to guarantee a single room. This does not apply if you 
opt to share a twin room with a fellow participant.

 Tour price excluding flights to/from Bucharest: £1,550 per person  
 Secure your place with a £200 deposit with the remainder payable in instalments 
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