
 Japan: Tradition and diversity 
 18th – 28th March 2018 

Information & reservations
+44 (0)20 7501 6741

 tours@mastertravel.co.uk
www.songlinesmusictravel.com • www.mastertravel.co.uk

Songlines Music Travel tours are operated by Master Travel Ltd.  Please see our booking conditions on the website.
For more details about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to: www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate 

Our ATOL number is 3800.
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Songlines Music Travel, in association with Master Travel, 
invites music lovers and travellers alike to the Land of 
the Rising Sun, Japan. You will be fascinated by its mix of 
modernity and tradition. Immerse yourself in the variety 
of sounds and performances of Japanese music as we 
travel through Tokyo, Mt Fuji, Okinawa and Kyoto.

Accompanied by Paul Fisher, your UK tour leader, you 
will gain unique access to the artists and musicians of 
the region and listen to the best traditional music.

In addition, a superb cultural programme will 
complement the trip. You will visit temples and 
markets in Tokyo, a castle in Okinawa and cruise on 
Lake Ashi. You will also have the chance to attend a 
Geisha show and a Sumo performance.

 Highlights include: 

●  Private meetings and performances with artists 
in Tokyo, Okinawa and Kyoto

●  Enjoy a performance at Kabuki Theatre in Tokyo
●  Listen to a koto player and a Chindon 

performance
●  Enjoy live music in local bars
●  Enjoy a sumo tournament in Osaka and Geisha 

show in Kyoto
●  Visit Mt Fuji and cruise on Lake Ashi
●  Visit temples, shrines, castles around the 

country



Upon arrival at Narita or Haneda airport, you will be welcomed 
by an English-speaking guide and transferred to your hotel. In the 
evening, enjoy a welcome dinner with your group.

On the first day of your trip in Tokyo, you will visit the Asakusa 
area with its traditional theatres and temples. In the afternoon, 
you will watch a show in Kabuki Theatre, followed by an evening 
performance of Chieko Mori, a Koto player. 

On the following day in Tokyo, you will visit the Imperial East 
Garden and Tsukiji Outer Market, the Tokyo Tower and wander 
around the skyscrapers in the Shinjuku area. Spend the evening 
in local bars such as Mandala Venues of Star Pines Café or The 
Minami-Ayoma.

The third day will be dedicated to the visit of Hakone city, home 
of Mt Fuji. Travel by train to the 5th station Mt Fuji enjoying 
the commanding view of the Fuji Five Lakes area below. In the 
afternoon, enjoy a boat excursion on Lake Ashi and admire the 
view from the foot of the mountain, before experiencing the 
Hakone Ropeway, an aerial lift which links Sōunzan and Tōgendai 
via Ōwakudani valley.

On the next morning, back in Tokyo, you will explore the streets 
of an open-air market, Ameya Yokocho, and enjoy time in Ueno 
Park before visiting the famous Akihabara Centre, a cultural and 
shopping district for video games, anime, manga, and computer 
goods. In the afternoon, you will be transferred to Okinawa. After a 
walk around the Naha Kokusai streets, enjoy live music in local bars.

The next day will bring a visit to the Shuri Castle, where you can 
enjoy a sanshin performance with Mutsumu Aragaki on the beach. 

Before our domestic flight to Osaka, we will get the chance 
to visit the Umikaji Terrace, a Mediterranean-esque shopping 
terrace that oversees the pristine Okinawan sea. Once in 
Osaka, we will watch a sumo tournament followed by a 
chindon performance.  Chindon or “Japanese marching bands” 
traditionally perform in front of venues to promote special 
events. The word Chindon consists of the Japanese sounds chin 
and don to describe the sound of the instruments played.
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Tokyo

Our next step will be Kyoto, where you will visit the Kiyomizu 
Temple, an independent Buddhist temple, part of the Historic 
Monuments of Ancient Kyoto UNESCO World Heritage site. Then, 
visit the famous Heianjingu and Fushimiinari Shrine. In the evening, 
enjoy a Geisha show in Kyoto, heart of Japan’s geisha world. 

Still in Kyoto, you will visit the beautiful Tenryuji Temple and 
a Zen Buddhist temple, the Golden Pavillon, one of the most 
popular buildings in Japan. Then, visit the Nishiki Market and 
enjoy some dance performances at Gion Corner, place of Kyoto's 
professional performing art shows. There, you will appreciate 
kyo-mai dance performed by maiko dancers. In the evening, 
attend a Tsutomu Tanaka performance. 

On the last day of the trip you will be transferred to Nara. Walk 
within the Nara Park and visit the fascinating Todaiji Temple. Once 
back in Kyoto, visit the Kasuga Taisha Temple, the Nara's most 
celebrated shrine. It was established at the same time as the capital 
and is dedicated to the deity responsible for protection of the city.

The next day, after a farewell breakfast, you will be transferred to 
Kansai International Airport for your flight home. 

 Your Tour Leader 
Paul Fisher went to Japan for one month and 
ended up staying for 12 years. He started Far 
Side Music 25 years ago, selling Asian CDs and 
DVDs, producing albums for independent and 
major record companies and arranging concerts 

and tours around the world for primarily Japanese artists.  He 
has compiled numerous albums including the Rough Guides to 
Japan and Okinawa. He has also presented a continuous weekly 
radio show on Asian music for 20 years (FM Cocolo in Osaka 
and Resonance FM in London), and has made on location radio 
documentaries for the BBC, CBC and other radio stations and 
filmed cultural events worldwide for Japanese and American 
media companies. Paul Fisher also presented a TV show in 
Tokyo of studio performances of the artists featured on the 
Rough Guide compilations and written for many publications, 
including as a music columnist for the Japan Times. 
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Interesting facts about  
Japan and its music:

● The Japanese name for Japan is 
“Nihon” or “Nippon” which means 
“sun origin”.

● The city of Edo formally changed 
its name to Tokyo, meaning 
"eastern capital", in 1868.

● Japan is made up of 6,852 islands.

● Almost three quarters of Japan's 
land is either forest or mountains 
and is difficult to be made into 
farms, industrial or residential areas.

● Sumo is recognised as the national 
sport of Japan, although the most 
popular spectator sport is baseball.

● Japan has more than 50,000 people 
who are over 100 years old.

● Japanese trains are among the 
world's most punctual: their 
average delay is just 18 seconds.

● In Japan, tipping a server is 
considered rude.

Information & reservations
+44 (0)20 7501 6741

 tours@mastertravel.co.uk
www.songlinesmusictravel.com • www.mastertravel.co.uk

18th Mar: London – Tokyo  

PM: After your flight, you will be welcomed 
at the airport and transferred to your hotel 
Eve: Welcome dinner

19th Mar: Tokyo  

AM: Visit Engei Hall + Asakusa Kannon 
Temple 
PM: Kabuki Theatre and performance
Eve: Enjoy a performance by Chieko Mori, 
a Koto player

20th Mar: Tokyo  

AM: Visit the Imperial East Garden and 
Tsukiji Outer Market
PM: Visit Tokyo Tower and the Shinjyuku 
region
Eve: Visit local bars such as Mandala Venues 
of Star Pines Café or The Minami- Aoyama 

21st Mar: Tokyo – Hakone – Tokyo  

AM/PM: Transfer to Hakone and visit the 
5th Station of Mt. Fuji. Enjoy a Lake Ashi 
boat excursion, and visit Hakone Ropeway, 
and Owakudani Valley
Eve: Transfer to the hotel in Hakone 

 Japan: Tradition  
 and diversity 
 18th – 28th March 2018 
Key:  Breakfast    Lunch   Dinner 

22nd Mar: Tokyo – Okinawa  

AM: Visit Ameya Yokocho, an open air 
market, explore Ueno Park, and visit 
Akihabara Centre
PM: Fly to Okinawa and wander around 
the popular Naha Kokusai street
Eve: Live music in local bars

23rd Mar: Okinawa  

AM: At leisure
PM: Visit the Shuri Castle
Eve: Sanshin performance and workshop 
by Mutsumu Aragaki

Please note that this is a provisional itinerary 
only. The final itinerary will be confirmed in your 
pre-departure pack which will be sent to you 2 
weeks before departure.

24th Mar: Okinawa – Osaka – 
Kyoto  

AM: Visit Umikaji Terrace and then 
transfer to Naha Airport for Osaka
PM: Sumo tournament and enjoy a 
Chindon street performance 
Eve: Transfer to Kyoto

25th Mar: Kyoto   

AM: Visit Kiyomizu Temple and 
Heianjingu Shrine 
PM: Visit Fushimiinari Shrine
Eve: Enjoy a Geisha show

26th Mar: Kyoto  

AM: Visit the Tenryuji Temple
PM: Visit the Golden Pavilion, Nishiki 
Market, and Gion Corner
Eve: Enjoy a performance by Tsutomu Tanaka

27th Mar: Kyoto – Nara – Kyoto  

AM: Drive to Nara and visit Nara Park 
Todaiji Temple
PM: Return to Kyoto and visit Kasuga Shrine

28th Mar: Kyoto  

AM: After breakfast, transfer to Kansai 
International Airport for your flight home



Single travellers: A single supplement 
of £234 is payable if you wish to 
guarantee a single room. This does not 
apply if you opt to share a twin room 
with a fellow participant.

 The cost includes: 
● Accommodation: 10 nights in hotel 

accommodation on a twin share basis, 
with breakfast included. A single room 
is available on payment of a supplement

● Transfers to hotel/airport

● Ground transportation within Japan

● The services of a Songlines Music Travel 
Leader and local guide

● All visits and musical activities as per 
the itinerary

● Pre-departure information

 The cost excludes: 
● International flights to/from Tokyo/Kyoto

● Visas and travel insurance. Please ensure 
you purchase adequate insurance cover 
before you leave home.

● Meals not mentioned in the itinerary

● Alcoholic drinks, dinners, snacks or any 
purchases of a personal nature

● Tips to the hotel staff, drivers and guides

● Anything not specified in the inclusions 
and itinerary above

International flights to/from Tokyo/Kyoto
We would be delighted to arrange your flights to and from Tokyo/Kyoto if you wish. Please contact the Master Travel office on +44 (0)20 7501 6741 
or tours@mastertravel.co.uk for current prices and availability. 

Please note that all itineraries in Japan are subject to change according to local conditions. Due to the nature of the tour, places are limited.
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Kiyomizu Temple, 
Kyoto

Chindon performers, Tokyo

 Tour price excluding flights to/from Tokyo/Kyoto: £3,500 per person   
 Secure your place with a £700 deposit with the remainder payable in instalments 

Information & reservations
+44 (0)20 7501 6741

 tours@mastertravel.co.uk
www.songlinesmusictravel.com • www.mastertravel.co.uk

Early Bird
booking: £3,295 per person

valid only until  
18th January 2018

*After 18th January 2018, the tour price  
will be fixed at £3,500 for all travellers
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