
Songlines Music Travel, in association with 
Master Travel, invites music lovers and 
travellers alike on this wonderful trip to 
explore the rich, diverse sounds and culture of 
Colombia: “the land of a thousand rhythms”. 
For many lovers of Latin music, Colombia has 
the most interesting and vibrant music scene in 
South America at the moment. 

Accompanied by our experienced Songlines 
Travel Leader Russ Slater, you will gain unique 
access to the artists and musicians and share 
intimate knowledge of the places you will visit.

●  Experiencing the very best live music across 
Bogotá, Cali, Medellín, Baranquilla and 
Cartagena

● Explore the hip hop community of Medellín  

●  Immerse yourself in the rhythms and 
atmosphere of the Petronio Alvarez Festival

●  Visiting San Basilio de Palenque and its 
traditional communities

●  Exploring Colombia’s alternative hip hop 
scene as well as more traditional music genres

 Highlights include: 

Information & reservations
+44 (0)20 7501 6741

 tours@mastertravel.co.uk
www.songlinesmusictravel.com

Songlines Music Travel tours are operated by Master Travel Ltd.  Please see our booking conditions on the website.
For more details about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to: www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate 

Our ATOL number is 3800.

 Colombia: Where the heart beats 
 August 16 to 29 2017 



 What to expect 
Colombia is home to a rich history, stunning scenery,  
beautiful colonial architecture, and some of South America’s 
most welcoming people. It contains diverse music genres, both 
traditional and modern, which varies with each geographical 
region. This diversity can be attributed to the mixture of 
African, indigenous, European (especially Spanish) and 
modern American influences.

On this trip we will visit five contrasting destinations:  
Bogotá with its alternative scene, Cali, the home of salsa, 
Medellín, the heart of the country’s recording industry, 
Baranquilla, to get a taste for Cumbia music, and Cartagena 
with its Afro-Caribbean sounds. We will be able to discover 
the history of these regions, meet local musicians and 
communities and truly get to know the country through its 
sounds and traditions.

Throughout the 13 days, we will thoroughly explore the  
capital city, Bogotá, which was named UNESCO City of  
Music in 2012. The Petronio Alvares Festival will welcome  
us in Cali, and in the dynamic city of Medellín, we will visit  
some legendary recording studios. We will visit Barranquilla 
to make sure we hear some authentic Cumbia music, and 
Cartagena, one of the architectural gems of South America, 
will offer us exciting Afro-Colombian sounds of the  
Caribbean coast.

As well as all of this, we will get the chance to explore  
some of the cultural highlights of Colombia including the  
Gold Museum of Bogotá, the Zipaquirá Salt Cathedral, the 
beaches of Cartagena and regional culinary tours.

 Bogotá: UNESCO city of music 
Our journey will begin in the capital of Colombia, Bogotá, 
which is nestled among the magnificent Andes. In recent 
times, the city has become known as one of the trendiest in 
South America, with its hip bars, street art, vibrant market 
and colourful architecture. Here, you will find everything from 
classical, jazz, rock, hip hop, salsa, electronica, as well as a 
burgeoning independent scene.

We will spend our time in Bogotá thoroughly exploring the 
city. We will visit the historic centre known as La Candelaria 
which oozes colonial charm, visit the Gold Museum, enjoy 
panoramic views from the top of Cerro de Monserrate, and 
take in a culinary Food by Foot tour.

On an excursion to Matik Matik, we will meet with the leader 
of a number of local bands for an insight into their latest 
projects. Our evenings in Bogotá will be spent soaking up the 
buzzy atmosphere of live music in venues expertly suggested 
by our Songlines tour leader and the local guides. 

 Cali: Petronio Alvarez Festival 
No event in Colombia celebrates the country’s African 
heritage quite like the Petronio Alvarez Festival in Cali. Here, 
we will join thousands of Colombians at the world’s largest 
Afro-Latino festival to watch musicians from all over the 
Pacific Coast competing in categories like Best Folkloric Act, 
Best Experimental Act and Best Marimbero. 

 Medellín: the City of Eternal Spring 
Next, we will travel to Medellín, Colombia’s second most 
important city and cultural destination. It is known as the City 



Interesting facts about Colombia and its music: 
● Some of the best known genres of music in Colombia 

are the complex, rhythmic Cumbia, a mixture of 
Spanish, native Colombian and African music; and 
Vallenato, which is based around the accordion, the 
guacharaca and the caja vallenata (a larger version of 
the bongo).

● Although Salsa music was born among Puerto Ricans 
and Cubans, it soon spread to Colombia, and recently 
Colombian dancers have become world champions year 
after year.

● Colombia is one of the most biodiverse countries on 
the planet (per square metre)

● Two of Colombia’s most internationally recognized 
artists are Shakira, and singer-songwriter Jaunes, the 
most important Colombian artist of the last decade.

● Hip hop came to Colombia in the late 1980’s, when 
hip hop tracks by US artists such as NWA and MC 
Hammer spurred a break-dancing fever among the less 
privileged areas of Medellín and Bogotá. Hip hop has 
become an important medium for cultural resistance 
and social transformation in these communities.

● It is the only country in South America to have two 
different coastlines – on the Pacific Ocean and the 
Caribbean Sea

of Eternal Spring due to its warm climate all year round. The 
nightlife in Medellín centres around Parque Llera, where the 
bars and restaurants spill onto the streets and fill the air with 
salsa and reggaeton. 

Medellín is home to one of the most important record labels 
in Colombia: Discos Fuentes, which has been instrumental 
in producing some of the finest Colombian musicians since 
the 1930’s. We will visit this studio in addition to Merlin 
Producciones, home to the Puerto Candelaria collective, an 
innovative group of young musicians who are central to the 
city’s current independent scene.

We will also have time to visit the hip hop communities of 
Crew Peligrosos and Son Batá, hear about the legendary 
Carlos Gardel and gain an insight into what life was like in the 
times of Pablo Escobar. In the evenings we will check out some 
live music venues, to catch performances by bands such as 
Maite Hontelé and Los Hacheros.

 Barranquilla: Hotspot for Cumbia 
To sample some authentic Cumbia music, our journey will 
take us onwards to Barranquilla. After our morning flight, we 
will have the chance to explore the El Prado quarter, Founders 
Park, and other sights, followed by an evening of Cumbia 
music and salsa bars.  



 Cartagena de Indias 
From Barranquilla we will drive to Cartagena, a UNESCO 
world heritage site. Situated on the Caribbean coast, 
Cartagena’s old town is a beautiful mix of cobbled alleys, leafy 
plazas, massive churches and a walled historical centre. The 
city pulsates with the sounds of salsa, accordion-led vallenato 
and Champeta, which mixes African styles with local sounds.

Here, we will be able to relax on the beaches and explore 
the old town including the historic Castillo de San Felipe 
de Barajas. We will also meet some of the most prominent 
Palenquero musicians on Palenque Records, as well as visit 
some local record stores, and meet Champeta DJs.

Whilst in Cartagena, we will take a day trip to San Basilio 
de Palenque. This is one of the original walled communities 
that was founded by the escaped African slaves in the 17th 
Century. To this day the community has retained most of its 
musical and oral traditions as well as its Palenquero language, 
and this heritage has been recognised by UNESCO.

The end of our trip will find us back in Bogotá, when we will 
visit the unmissable Zipaquirá Salt Cathedral and take up our 
last chance to catch some local music, before we say farewell 
the next day.

The whole trip was excellent! The opportunities  
provided by the tour leader to meet local 

bands and have private performances were 
outstanding, memorable and very special.  

So was the group of fellow travellers.  
The two weeks passed by so fast and I enjoyed 

every minute. Many thanks to all involved.
Jane Foulsham on the Songlines trip to Cuba
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Bogotá; Local lady; Medellín; Cityscape of Cartagena 
Colombia with Church of Saint Peter Claver, Cartagena 
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 Your Tour Leader 
Russell Slater is a journalist and expert 
in Latin American music. He has written 
extensively about Colombian music for 
magazines like Songlines and The Wire, 
and was the editor of Sounds and Colours 

Colombia, a book that took a unique and new approach to 
discussing Colombian music and culture. He is extremely 
passionate about Colombia's newest generation of musicians, 
artists that are taking the country's tropical music (i.e. cumbia, 
salsa, bullerengue) into completely new territory. After 
successfully leading the tour last year, Russell has helped Songlines 
to create another truly immersive musical tour of Colombia. 

Information & reservations
+44 (0)20 7501 6741

 tours@mastertravel.co.uk
www.songlinesmusictravel.com
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Information & reservations
+44 (0)20 7501 6741

 tours@mastertravel.co.uk
www.songlinesmusictravel.com

Key:  Breakfast    Lunch 

Please note that this is a provisional itinerary only. The final 
itinerary will be confirmed in your pre-departure pack which 
will be sent to you 2 weeks before departure.

Wednesday 16th August: Bogotá  
AM/PM: Meet your driver at the airport and transfer to hotel. 
EVE: Meet our Songlines Music Travel Leader and rest of the 
group. Head out into the city for a welcome dinner. 

Thursday 17th August: Bogotá  
AM: City tour of Bogotá in the morning including Gold 
Museum and Monserrate Hilltop. 
PM: Drive to Matik Matik for a meeting with the leader of 
some local bands to hear about their latest projects. 
EVE: Live music at Matik Matik. 

Friday 18th August: Bogotá  
AM: Local Food by Foot tour. 
PM: Visit the Museo de Botero.
EVE: Enjoy dinner and some live music in the city. 

Saturday 19th August: Bogotá – Cali  
AM: Travel to Cali and check into hotel.
PM: Orientation tour of Cali including the Artisan market 
and Cali River.
EVE: Experience the rhythms and atmosphere of the 
Petronio Alvarez Festival. 

Sunday 20th August: Cali  
AM/PM: A full day in Cali to explore the city, including a 
salsa tour of the pioneering neighbourhood of Barrio Obrero.
EVE: Another chance to experience the Petronio Alvarez 
Festival, or an optional salsa tour where you will visit the 
most recognised salsa bars and salsatecas in Cali. 

Monday 21st August: Cali – Medellín  
AM: Morning at leisure.
PM: Flight to Medellín, transfer to hotel.
EVE: Dinner at city restaurant. 

Tuesday 22nd August: Medellín  
AM: City tour of Medellín including Parque de los Pies Descalzos, 
Parque de las Esculturas, Parque de los Deseos, Pueblito Paisa
PM: Visit a local record company to learn about their music 
projects.
EVE: Dinner at Oh La La Restaurant.

Wednesday 23rd August: Medellín  
AM: Visit a local record company to learn about their  
music projects.
PM: Graffitti and hip hop tour where we will visit the local 
hip hop communities of Crew Peligrosos and Son Batá. 
EVE: Head out for some live music in Medellín. 

Thursday 24th August: Medellín – Barranquilla  
AM: Fly to Barranquilla and transfer to hotel. 
PM: Explore Barranquilla, including El Prado Quarter, 
Founders Park, Carnival House and the Caribbean Museum.
EVE: Visit some Cumbia music/salsa bars.  

Friday 25th August: Barranquilla – Cartagena  
AM: Drive to Cartagena, check into hotel.
PM: Explore Cartagena’s cobbled streets of the old city on a city 
tour, including Ciudad Amurallada, Castillo de San Felipe and 
Bocagrande. Listen to some local street musicians in the Squares.
EVE: Dinner in the old town. 

Saturday 26th August: San Basilio de Palenque    
AM/PM: Take a day trip out to the village of San Basilio de 
Palenque, which we will explore with a local guide. Meet with 
local musicians and hear some live performances.
EVE: Champeta party. 

Sunday 27th August: Cartagena  
AM/PM: Day at leisure to check out some of Cartagena’s 
beaches and visit the Bird Sanctuary.
EVE: Visit some cumbia music venues.

Monday 28th August: Cartagena – Bogotá  
AM: Flight back to Bogotá and check into hotel.
PM: Visit the Zipaquirá Salt Cathedral, a day trip away from 
the capital. 
EVE: Explore more venues and clubs in the city.

Tuesday 29th August: Bogotá  
AM: After breakfast in the hotel transfer to airport for 
journey home.

 Colombia: Where the heart beats 
 August 16 to 29 2017 



Single travellers: A single supplement 
of £650 is payable if you wish to 
guarantee a single room. This does not 
apply if you opt to share a twin room 
with a fellow participant.

 The cost includes: 
● Accommodation: 13 nights in hotel 

accommodation on a twin share basis, 
with breakfast included. A single room is 
available on payment of a supplement

● Transfers between the airport and hotel

● Internal flights between Bogotá, Medellín 
and Cartagena

● Ground transportation within Colombia

● The services of a Songlines Music Travel 
Leader

● All visits and musical activities as per the 
itinerary

● Pre-departure information

 The cost excludes: 
● International flights to/from Bogotá

● Visas and travel insurance. Please ensure 
you purchase adequate insurance cover 
before you leave home.

● Meals with the exception of breakfast and 
one lunch 

● Alcoholic drinks, dinners, snacks or any 
purchases of a personal nature

● Tips to the hotel staff, drivers and guides

● Anything not specified in the inclusions 
and itinerary above

International flights to/from Bogotá
We would be delighted to arrange your flights to and from Bogotá if you wish. Please contact the Master Travel office on +44 (0)20 7501 6741 or 
tours@mastertravel.co.uk for current prices and availability. 

Please note that all itineraries in Colombia are subject to change according to local conditions. Due to the nature of the tour, places are limited.

 Tour price excluding flights to/from Bogotá: £3,595 per person   
 Secure your place with a £700 deposit with the remainder payable in instalments 

Information & reservations
+44 (0)20 7501 6741

 tours@mastertravel.co.uk
www.songlinesmusictravel.com

Early Bird
booking: £3,450 per person

valid only until  
1st June 2017

*After 1st June 2017, the tour price  
will be fixed at £3,595 for all travellers


