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Specialist professional and cultural study tour MASTER TRAVEL 

STUDY TOURS
Escorted tours with  
a personal touch

Who is it for?
• Early years professionals

• Childcare practitioners

• Individuals with an interest 
in exploring India and the 
country’s rich culture 

Highlights include:
• Visits to a range of early years 

organisations to learn about 
these establishments in India 

• Exhilarating safaris in Nagarhole 
National Park: the home of 
tigers, leopards and elephants 

• Explore India’s finest 
monuments including 
Elephanta Caves, Mysore Palace 
and Chamundeshwari Temple

PRESENTS
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I
ndia, whose cities slope from skyscrapers to slums, 
is a country of contrasts. The diverse economic 
circumstances of the population are reflected in the 
country’s early years education and childcare system, 

with an array of private, government-funded and charitable 
establishments created to meet young children’s educational 
needs. From initiatives aiming to take pre-school education 
into the slums to reach marginalised sections of society, 
to private, well-equipped nursery franchises growing their 
businesses across many areas in India, this trip offers 
unique guided visits giving an intriguing insight into this 
educational spectrum.

Mumbai 
Mumbai, a bustling metropolis settled off the shores of 
the Arabian Sea, will be our first stop after departing from 
London. Renowned for its famous Bollywood scene and 
vibrant bazaars, this city is steeped in history and culture. 

Master Travel, in association with Nursery World magazine, 
invites you on a trip of a lifetime around the captivating 
country of India. This unrivalled guided tour interweaves 
fascinating visits to a range of rural and urban early years 
organisations with a host of trips to some of India’s most 
beguiling cities, monuments and places of interest. The tour 
is tailored especially for early years professionals, and offers 
a unique chance to explore this wonderful country and its 
diverse array of early childhood services. 

INDIA

On our first full day we will embark on our first 
professional visit to the Door Step School. This inspiring 
programme, established by an NGO, works to promote 
education and literacy skills for children from urban 
slum communities, and to dispel the effects economic 
disadvantage can have on local children’s education. 
Afterwards, we will see a nursery at the opposite end of 
the spectrum: Podar Jumbo Kids. Representing one of 
220 franchises, this setting will show us private pre-school 
education in action. Our afternoon will be spent on an 
immersive tour of colonial Mumbai, discovering the Prince 
of Wales museum, enveloped in palm trees and housing the 
history of Mumbai, and the monumental UNESCO site 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus. 

The following day takes us to the Gateway of India 
where we will set sail to the UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
Elephanta Caves. Offering a picturesque, panoramic view of 
Mumbai’s skyline, this island is famed for its historical statue 
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Mahesamurti. In the evening, we will have the chance to 
explore the markets and maze of streets in Mumbai.

Mysore 
The following day we shall board a short flight to 
Bangalore and drive to Mysore. En route we will have the 
opportunity to discover Srirangaptana, a town steeped 
in spiritual sanctity and containing many religious and 
historical statues. After our arrival in Mysore, a city of old 
world charm filled with heritage mansions, we will spend 
the evening travelling to the Chamundi Hills to see the 
resplendent Chamundeswari Temple.

The next morning in Mysore will be spent exploring the city 
on a guided tour, including the vibrant, 125-year-old market 
with stalls displaying incense and local specialities. Our second 
professional visit will be to a local Anganwadi school, offering 
the chance to see government-run early years education in 
India. Following our study visit, we will spend the afternoon 

wandering around the magnificent Mysore Palace and the 
architectural wonder Kesava Temple in Somnathpur.

Nagarhole 
After a morning visit to the vivid flower market, with 
its colourful baskets of blossoming buds, we will drive to 
the lush Nagarhole National Park. Harbouring an array of 
animals including tigers, leopards and elephants, the park 
gives us the chance to explore the dense jungles in search 
of these riveting animals on an afternoon jeep safari.

Following breakfast on our first full day in Nagarhole, we 
will embark on a boat safari to explore the open sightlines 
along the river bank, allowing for impressive wildlife 
watching, before we embark on a visit to a local, rural school. 

Thrissur and Kochi 
In the afternoon we will travel to Thrissur, known for its 
sacred sights and colourful festivals, where we will visit the 

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT  INDIA
1.  Of the 440 million children in India, 4% of 

children never start school and 58% do not 
complete primary school

2.  The private pre-school market is rapidly expanding 
in India in franchises such as Kidzee and Eurokids. 
and is worth around $2billion

3.  Balwadis are pre-primary organisations run by the 
government, NGOs and charities to provide pre- 
school education for underprivileged children in 
urban slums and rural communities

4.  Anganwadis offer integrated health and non-
formal education services and are provided by the 
government to tackle malnutrition and lack of 
education

5.  Pre-school education is not compulsory. 
‘Playschools’ cater for 18 months to three-year-olds, 
lower kindergarten for three- to four-year-olds and 
upper kindergarten for four- to five-year-olds

6.  There has been little regulation of pre-school 
services in India, but Early Childhood Care and 
Education regulations are now in the process of 
being implemented

7.  In West Bengal, cows are required to have a photo 
ID card

8.  The children’s pastime snakes and ladders was 
created in India. Known as Moksa Patamu, the 
game’s aim was a moral lesson of karma: good 
deeds take you to heaven, ‘Moksa’, whereas bad 
deeds return you to a lower form of life, ‘Patamu’
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awe inspiring Punnathur Elephant Sanctuary. This visit allows 
us to have a close encounter with these majestic animals, 
which are held in high regard by locals as spiritual creatures 
who participate in temple rituals and religious processions. 

In the morning, we will visit an Balwadi or Anganwadi in 
Thrissur, before travelling onwards to our final destination, 
Kochi. After arriving in Kochi, we will have time to 
meander through the city or along the coastline to see the 
flowing Chinese fishing nets and St Francis Church. 

The next day, after our final professional visit to the 
Eurokids school, we will explore the sights and rich smells 
in the local spice market, where you can buy souvenirs of 
the taste of India. We will continue our excursion to the 
Dutch Palace and the Jewish Synagogue, some of the most 
resplendent examples of local architecture. The rest of the 
day will give us plenty of time to enjoy some shopping in 
this vibrant area. 

Early the following morning, we will begin our departure 
from India, and will leave with many wonderful memories 
of this once in a lifetime tour.

Thank you to Master Travel for making 
the tour a wonderfully memorable, 

thought provoking and inspiring visit 
on so many levels. It’s in my top 5 

experiences of visiting other countries and 
seeing their early years education.
Diane Chilvers, Early Years Education in India 2016



14 OCT LONDON – MUMBAI
 AM/PM: Flight from London to Mumbai

15 OCT MUMBAI   
 AM: Arrive in Mumbai 
 PM: Time at leisure to relax after your flight

16 OCT MUMBAI   
 AM: Visit NGO Door Step School 
 PM: Visit Podar Jumbo Kids Project

17 OCT MUMBAI   
 AM: Visit Gateway of India and sail to Elephanta 

Caves UNESCO World Heritage Sight
 PM: Walking tour of colonial Mumbai. Visit Prince of 

Wales museum

18 OCT MUMBAI – BANGALORE – MYSORE   
 AM: Short flight to Bangalore
 PM: Drive to Mysore including en route visit to 

Sriangapatna and Chamundeshwari Temple

19 OCT MYSORE   
 AM: Mysore city tour. Visit Anganwadi/Balwadi 

school. Visit to Mysore Palace
 PM: Excursion to Somnathpur to see Kesava Temple

20 OCT MYSORE – NARGARHOLE   
 AM: Visit Mysore flower market. Drive to Nagarhole
 PM: Game Drive in the Nagarhole National Park

21 OCT NARGARHOLE – THRISSUR   
 AM: Boat safari in the Nagarhole National Park and 

local school visit
 PM: Drive to Thrissur

22 OCT THRISSUR   
 AM: Morning at leisure
 PM: Visit Elephant Camp in Punnathur Kotta

23 OCT THRISSUR – KOCHI   
 AM: Visit Anganwadi/Balwadi school and proceed to 

Kochi
 PM: Afternoon walk through Fort Cochin area

24 OCT KOCHI   
 AM: Visit Eurokids school. Explore local spice market, 

Dutch Palace and Jewish town
 PM: Evening free for shopping

25 OCT KOCHI – MUMBAI – LONDON  
 AM: Flight from Kochi to London via Mumbai 
 PM: Arrive in London
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Accompanying you throughout the visit to 
India will be Ruth Thomson, deputy editor 
of Nursery World, the leading professional 
magazine and website for everyone involved in 
the care and education of young children. Ruth 
joined the title as features editor, becoming 
deputy editor in 2004.

As well as editing the practice section of 
Nursery World, Ruth is involved in the title’s 
supplements, website, conferences and 
exhibitions.

Ruth has extensive contacts throughout the 
sector and was a trustee of the Daycare Trust. 
She has chaired conferences and commentated 
on early years education on national media.

Tour 
leader 

for your 
group

INDIA



Single travellers: A single supplement  
of £425 is payable if you wish to 
guarantee a single room. This does  
not apply if you opt to share a twin  
room with a fellow participant.

THE COST INCLUDES: 
• Return economy flights from London.

• All transport services within India 
including internal flights.

• Pre-trip briefing meeting in London.

• Comprehensive briefing notes.

• The services of a UK tour leader 
throughout the trip.

• Local guides throughout the tour.

• Ten nights’ accommodation in twin-
bedded rooms with private facilities.

• Meals as per the itinerary.

• A full programme of visits and 
excursions as per the itinerary.

• All admission fees where applicable as 
specified in the itinerary.

THE COSTS EXCLUDES:
• Meals not mentioned in the itinerary.
• All personal extras such as tips, 

porterage, laundry, inoculation fees and 
drinks.

• Any optional excursions, tours and visits.
• Travel insurance.
• Visas- PLEASE NOTE: Due to changes 

made by the embassy, Master Travel are 
no longer able to apply for Indian visas 
on behalf of travellers. Visas have to be 
obtained personally by the individual 
travelling.

The cost of the tour is £3,895 per person 

Secure your place with a £750 deposit, with the remainder payable in instalments.  
Please note: deposits are non-transferable between tours.

CANCELLATION POLICY
If for any reason you wish to cancel  
your reservation, written notification  
of intention should be sent to  
Master Travel Ltd. Cancellations are 
effective on the day they are received 
by us. Please let us know the reason 
for cancellation. Please note that under 
NO circumstances will cancellation by 
telephone be acceptable. The following 
cancellation charges would come into 
effect if written notification is received:

More than 61 days before departure: 
Deposit only; Between 60 and 31 days 
before departure: 60% of total; 30 days 
or less before departure: 100% of total

Please note that all itineraries in India 
are subject to change according to local 
conditions. Due to the nature of the tour, 
places are limited. 

We will hold a briefing meeting in 
London one month before departure 
where you will have the opportunity 
to meet your tour leader and fellow 
travellers, as well as learn more about the 
places to be visited.

To book your place  
on this tour...
…please contact Master Travel:

Master Travel,  
FREEPOST (SE7045),  
London SE24 9BR 

Contact information:

UK Freephone 0800 58 77 329 
Direct line  +44(0) 20 7501 6741  
Email tours@mastertravel.co.uk   
Fax  +44 (0)20 7978 8317

www.mastertravel.co.uk

 

Early Bird 
booking: £3,745

valid ONLY until 29th May 2017

Early Bird booking for Master 
Travel Club members or Nursery 

World subscribers: £3,695
*After 29th May 2017 the tour price will be  

fixed at £3,895 for ALL travellers

Like us on Facebook: Master Travel

Follow us on Twitter: @MasterTravel1


