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Autumnal colours in the Blackwater Arboretum.

This family-friendly walk is all about seeing the autumn colours 
of the New Forest at their finest. It takes in the stunning trees of 
Blackwater Arboretum, continues with a short stroll through two 

wooded “inclosures” and returns via a part of the majestic Tall Trees Trail, 
which boasts some of the tallest trees in the UK. With trees starting to change 
their colours from mid-September onwards, a mid-October visit will see this 
walk at its most colourful.

The Walk
1 From the centre of the car park, pick up the signs for the Blackwater 
Arboretum. With your back to the pay and display unit cross the road and 
continue straight on along the wide avenue to the arboretum. Pass through the 
gate and take your time here to explore the circular trail at your leisure.

2 miles / 3.2km
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Terrain  Flat, and on good well-made paths most of the way round. One 
short stretch can be muddy after rain.
w

Map  OS Explorer OL 22 New Forest.
w

Starting point  Forestry Commission Blackwater car park. 
(GR SU 268047).
w

How to get there & parking  From Lyndhurst take the A35 towards 
Christchurch, and after two miles turn left into the Rhinefield Ornamental 
Drive (signposted ‘Rhinefield and Rhinefield House Hotel’). The 
Blackwater car park is located on the left-hand side, approximately half 
a mile along Rhinefield Drive. Pay by donation policy. Can get busy at 
peak times. Sat nav SO42 7QB. Alternative car park at Brock Hill, joining 
the walk at point 3. 
w

Refreshments  Coffee and ice-cream vans in the car park (at peak times 
only). Nearby pubs include the Oak Inn at Bank S 023 8028 2350  
www.oakinnlyndhurst.co.uk, the Swan Inn at Emery Down  
S 023 8028 2203 www.theswanlyndhurst.co.uk, and a range of pubs, 
restaurants and cafés in Lyndhurst.

Th
e Facts

Walking through the Vinney Ridge Inclosure.
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2 Exit the gate on the other side of the arboretum and continue straight 
on along a wide surfaced path. At a T-junction of paths turn right. You will 
be sharing the pathway with cyclists so do keep an eye out from time to time. 
Continue straight on along this pathway past a wide grassy path to the right-

Alternative
Parking
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hand side, and two crossing forest rides, and as the path bends to the right, 
follow it round. After 200m, the path is crossed by the Rhinefield Ornamental 
Drive with Brock Hill car park on the right.

3 Cross the road, and continue straight on, still on the wide surfaced path. 
After 250m or so, the path bends again to the right; follow it round, and 
continue straight on, past a wide ride crossing the path. After a further 350m, 
the cycle path turns to the left.

4 Leaving the wide path at this point, continue straight on along the wide 
grassy ride straight ahead to a T-junction of paths. Turn left, with the Rhinefield 
Ornamental Drive visible to the right-hand side. Continue straight on back to 
the car park. This section of the path follows the Tall Trees Trail.

What to look out for –
The tallest Douglas 
fir trees in 
England
Douglas fir is an evergreen 
conifer species native to western 
North America. It has very thick, 
corky bark, which protects it 
from fire and insect damage. The 
species is valuable for timber and 
the wood is hard and durable. 
The specimens here are thought 
to be the tallest in England at 
60m.


