
 

 

High Bradfield – 3.7 miles 

As the leaves turn golden, a walk through the woodlands surrounding Agden 
Reservoir reveals some cracking views of Peak District moors and farmland. 
Apart from the outstanding views out across the moors of the Peak District 
National Park’s eastern fringe, there is plenty of local history to immerse 
yourself in if you want to explore further.  

 

Fast Facts 

Time: 2 hours  
Terrain: Some steep sections on well-established paths  
Starting point: Jane Street, High Bradfield. (Grid reference SK 267926).  
How to get there & parking: High Bradfield is found to the north west of 
Sheffield, between the A616 and the A57  



Sat Nav: S6 6LG  
Refreshments: The Old Horns Inn 

 
 

The Walk 

 

1. Make your way along cobbled Jane Street, passing the pub and heading for 
the church. Just before you reach the churchyard, take the path on the left, go 
through the gate and walk down the hill. Turn right and head along the 
terraced path before passing through another gate and proceeding down a 
short set of steps. There’s a choice of paths; take the one on the right and head 
across the field. At the end of the fields, go through the gate and cross the 
road, picking up the path at the other side. 

2. After walking down the path, you’ll come to a wooden bridge that takes you 
across the overflow from Agden Reservoir. Follow the path around to the left 
and stick to it as it goes past the park in Low Bradfield and brings you out at a 
road. 

http://theoldhorns.co.uk/


3. Turn right onto the road and when you get to Windy Bank turn right again, 
following the sign for Derwent Valley and Strines. After walking beyond the 
dam wall, look out for the path on the right that takes you onto a path at the 
side of the reservoir. 

4. Head into the wooded area beside the reservoir. This is a simple path to 
follow, with the reservoir close by on the right. When you come to a fork in the 
path, take the one on the right. The path continues at the side of the reservoir, 
taking you alongside a moss-covered dry-stone wall amidst plenty of crunchy 
autumnal leaves. The path takes you up a small climb away from the reservoir 
briefly but then veers down to the head of the reservoir. Pass through a gate 
and turn left, heading towards the river you can hear flowing in the distance. 

5. Take the footbridge crossing the river. Once you’re at the other side of it, 
head up the bank and go through the gate, turning right onto the track at the 
other side. Continue along this path, with a dry-stone wall on the right that is 
eventually replaced by a metal fence. Soon after, there is a path on the right 
you should follow. It heads through a gate onto Yorkshire Water land by the 
reservoir once more. This permissive path takes you to the edge of the water 
and you need to turn left once you’re there. This is a really pleasant waterside 
part of the walk, passing pine trees and enjoying lovely views across the 
reservoir. It will eventually bring you out at a road. 

6. Turn right onto the road and look out for path number 93 on the left – it’s 
just before you get to the bridge and from it you can see the dam wall and 
reservoir on the right. The path takes you up the hill through Rocher End 
Plantation. It’s a steep climb, with trees turning autumnal colours all around. 

7. Head through a kissing gate and take the path on the right that heads 
slightly downhill at first. It takes you over a stream as it bends away to the 
right. Pass through another gate and follow the path to the right once more 
before continuing ahead on an obvious route. There’s a steep climb here, but 
as the path turns to the right it levels out. There are some beautiful views here 
out to the right over the reservoir to the moors beyond. The path you’re 
walking on rises gently, while there is a steep drop down to your right. Go 
through a gap in the wall and you’ll be in the churchyard at High Bradfield.  

Follow the footpath around the church and out of the gates at the far side to 
find yourself back on Jane Street where the walk started. On the way out of 
the church, look out for the unusual looking building on your left. This is the 
Watch House, built in 1745 to allow friends and relatives of the recently 
deceased to watch over the churchyard in case bodysnatchers should come to 



remove the dead. One of few such buildings to survive in the country, the 
Watch House is now a listed building. 

 

Check out Peak District Year Round Walks for walks like this 

 

https://countrysidebooks.co.uk/collections/the-peak-district/products/peak-district-year-round-walks?variant=5219976216612

