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ALRESFORD AND THE RIVER ALRE

A duck-thronged lake, a lovely old watermill, the River Alre (pron.
Ah-rl), and a path which ranks among the county’s best for waterside
interest and charm. These are yours to see and enjoy on this walk

from the ‘watercress capital’ of Hampshire.

Feeding ducks beside the Alre. The Alre is a tributary of the Itchen, which it
joins downstream of New Alresford. (NB)

The little town of New Alresford was planned and developed 800 years
ago as a centre for rural commerce. Broad Street, at its centre, dates from
that period and was made deliberately wide to accommodate sheep fairs
and other trade gatherings. At around the same time a high embankment
was constructed across the oddly-named River Alre, one of several chalk
streams that come together in this area of mid-Hampshire to create the
river Itchen. A very large lake was formed, the shrunken remnant of
which survives as Old Alresford Pond. The man behind all this was a
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Winchester bishop, Godfrey de Lucy, who had a palace at nearby
Bishop’s Sutton, the supply of fresh fish for which was almost certainly
the prime purpose of the great pond! New Alresford’s otherwise tranquil
history has been punctuated by some disastrous fires. One of the worst,
in 1689, severely damaged the church. This fire and a later one in 1736
destroyed so many buildings that nearly all the attractive, mellow
dwellings which characterise so much of the town today were built after
that time. The 19th century brought the railway, once important for
conveying local produce, including watercress, to distant markets –
hence the name, the Watercress Line, by which the preserved railway
between Alresford and Alton is popularly known.
The Globe pub lies in an area called ‘The Soke’ at the south-western

end of Old Alresford Pond, and we come to it at the last stage of our
walk. Telephone: 01962 733118 www.theglobealresford.com

THE WALK
From New Alresford’s Station Road car park follow Station Road north
down to join the town’s main street opposite the Bell Hotel. Turn right
for a few yards, then go left into the well-named Broad Street. Keeping
straight on down Mill Hill Lane at the bottom, soon you turn left along
Ladywell Lane, a cul-de-sac with flanking cottages and paths leading to
a hard-surfaced footpath with the River Alre to your right.
After a while on your left are the Alresford Memorial Gardens, on land

that was presented to the community in 1951 by the late Sir Francis
Lindley to commemorate the dead of two world wars.
The river is then straddled by Alresford’s beautiful and picturesque

old fulling mill. It bears on its end wall an ancient notice more than

� HOW TO GET THERE: New Alresford is bypassed by the A31, the
Winchester-Alton road, with turning-off points to it at roundabouts for
those approaching from either direction. The town also has direct road
links with Basingstoke and with the A272 at Cheriton, via the B3046.

� PARKING: The Globe has no car park, but parking space can sometimes
be found in Broad Street. However, the pay-and-display car park off
Station Road, by Alresford station, is normally the best option and so
our walk begins from there.

� LENGTH OF THE WALK: 3 miles. OS Map: Explorer 132 Winchester
(GR 588325).
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hinting at dire penalties for any who fish here without first obtaining
permission from the owner of the fishery.
Your path continues beside the river, and eventually swings right past

the end of a road called The Dean and into increasingly rural
surroundings, with trees overhanging the water and open country on
either hand. Soon you bridge the Alre’s fast flowing current as you skirt
an old and derelict riverside building. With swirling water now on your
left, continue to another footbridge over the water to your right. Cross,
then your path emerges through trees to join a lane, which you follow
ahead, going steadily uphill.
The path then levels out and you come to a gate which you pass
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through and follow a concreted lane going uphill to the right. This then
leads to a metalled lane which you cross and continue diagonally left,
onto a path which leads through the hedge on the opposite side. Keep
on up the hill, with open fields on your left and a hedge on your right,
not to mention a gorgeous view behind you. You pass over the peak
with fine valley views before dropping down to a further quiet country
lane, reached through the hedge on the right at the bottom.
Turn right onto this lane for a few yards, then turn left along a

signposted right of way which proves to be a very delightful hedged
green lane.
Within a short distance you will come to a cross roads of lanes which

you pass over. Then, shortly, you come to another junction where you
turn right along another hedged green lane. Follow this going downhill
to the right. When you reach the metalled farm road turn right along it.
Follow this road with a hedge on your left and houses on your right and
ignore all side turnings. The path then turns into a grassy path with high
hedges at the side. When you reach the point where a yellow footpath
sign on the right points to a gate, take this and beyond it, follow the left-
hand hedge along farmland with distant views of Old Alresford church
that looms up to your left. Pass through a wooden kissing gate and on
into the next field. There are now watercress beds on your left. Soon

The 15th century Globe welcomes children and well-behaved dogs, and is a
year round popular destination. (NB)
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you pass some cottages on the right, then you reach a metalled road,
with a flint wall facing you, to turn left.
Cross a small bridge above a clear, small tributary of the Alre and a

good spot for spotting fish. The hedgerows here when we walked the
route in late August were thick with blackberries and ripe sloes.
Soon the road swings left and begins to go gently uphill. Just before

you reach the main Basingstoke to Alresford road, by the 30 mph sign,
turn right along a narrow metalled footpath that passes more (disused)
watercress beds. Then pass Alresford’s Town Mill with its spectacular
multi-tiered cascade. The mill has now been converted into apartments.
At the end of the building, turn left and go up some steps to cross a
bridge with the river swirling noisily just below your feet. Join the main
road opposite the Globe Inn.
The Globe is a good place to stop for a drink and something to eat.

There is a pretty garden to relax in at the back with views across the
pond. Ask them to tell you about their annual Duck race each June!
After The Globe, continue up into Broad Street, passing the lovely Old

Fire Station building with its red door, to return to your car.
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This picture looks northwards along Old Alresford Pond and was taken from
the garden behind The Globe. (NB)




