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wording g u i d ei n v i t a t i o n
The invitation should include:
-  Names of  the couple
-  Names of  the hosts (tradit ional ly  the parents)
-  Ceremony date,  day of  week,  t ime,  location and potential ly  dress code or response date

The names of  the hosts should be l isted at  the top of  the invitation,  whether that ’s  one or both sets of 
parents,  you as a couple or  you can simply not ack k nowledge a host  and write ‘you are invited to’.
As t imes move for ward,  i t  is  becoming more and more common for celebrations to be ‘hosted’ by the family 
rather than just  parents.  So the trend is  moving more towards inclusive terms such as ‘ together with their 
famil ies’. 

The word ‘and’ in between two names tradit ional ly  implies that those people are marr ied. 
Names of  unmarried hosts  or  guests  should b e stacked,  but  there’s  no hard a fast  rules  with this. 
Most  couples  ignore this  rule  in  mo dern t imes of  to day.

The phrase “request  the honour of  your  presence”  is  typical ly  reser ved for  a church or place of  worship. 
I f  the wedding ceremony and reception are being hosted in the same location,  there is  no need for  a 
separate reception card.  At  the bottom of the invitation,  you can simply state “Reception to fol low ” or 
“Dinner and dancing to fol low ”.

Abbreviations are not used in tradit ional  wording such as,  middle names,  street information and state 
names.  They are spel led out.  But in modern t imes,  couples are optiong for  a more casual  approach. 
I f  you do choose to l ist  the date or  any other information in a more casual  manner,  be consistent across al l 
pieces of  the invitation suite,  i t  looks a lot  nicer!

E x a m p l e s
BOTH PARENTS HOSTING ( Traditional)
M r & M rs  O razio & Rosa A nastasi
To gether  with
M r & M rs  Charl ie  & Grace Attana
request  the pleasure of  the company of
Guest  Name at  the wedding of
Lauren & M ichael
S aturday the t went y four th of  Januar y
Two Thousand and Fi f teen
at  St  Patr ick ’s  Church
268 Grote St ,  Adelaide
at  t wo o’c lo ck in  the a f terno on
Reception to fol low
at J ohn D iFede Reception Centre
10 Freebairn St ,  Windsor  G ardens
at  s ix  o’c lo ck in  the evening
Formal  att ire 
K indly  resp ond by the f i rst  of  D ecemb er

Two Thousand and Four teen

HOSTING WITH FAMILY (Casual)
To gether  with their  famil ies
Lauren & M ichael
would love your  company at  their  wedding
S aturday,  24 Januar y 2015
2:00pm
J ohn D iFede Reception Centre
10 Freebairn St ,  Windsor  G ardens

Celebrations to  fol low

G I F T R E G I S T RY (Traditional)
Your presence at  our  wedding is  the greatest  gi f t  of  al l . 
However  should you wish to help us  celebrate with a  gif t ,  we 
have registered a gif t  l ist  with {Registr y  Name}.  We hop e that 
this  registr y  wi l l  make i t  more convenient  for  you to selec t 

something that  you k now we wil l  love.

W I S H I N G W E L L (Casual)
I f  you wish to honour us  with a  gif t ,  a  contr ibution towards 

our  wishing wel l  would b e greatly  appreciated.

In the end,  whatever wording and format you choose,  we suggest keeping these t ips in mind:

-  Use the correct  names for  invited guests wherever possible.  I f  you don’t  k now the names of  your  cousin’s  new 
b oyfr iend,  ask!  Using the correc t  names wil l  make p eople  feel  truly  welcome and honoured.

-  Do not pr int  “no gif ts” anywhere on your invitation suite.  Even i f  that  is  t ruly  your  preference,  this  message 
presumes your  guests  were planning to give you gif ts  to  b egin with.  Again,  ask your  family  and wedding par t y  to 
help communicate this  message -  however,  b e aware that  some guests  may insists  on giving gif ts.


