
Welcome to the first edition 
of Accademia Italiana’s newsletter! 

Each quarter we’ll share news and updates 
as a way to stay connected with our friends near and far. 

Although we were fortunate to be able to remain in operation throughout the pandemic, alternating between 
virtual and in-person instruction, we truly missed seeing our international students 

in the classrooms and workshops. 
This fall seemed to mark the end of that era. 

Our international students are back, including a record number of US study abroad students 
who are eager to enjoy learning about Italian design, art and history in one if Italy’s most beautiful towns. 

In 2020, AI became part of AD Education, a French-
owned international network of 16 private institutions 
with 22,000 students spread out over 67 campuses 
in France, Germany, Spain and Italy. 
These schools prepare young people to become 
creative professionals in fields that include 
design, graphic arts, culture, digital technology, 
communication, gemology and perfume-making. 
Our new affiliation with AD Education opens the 
door to collaboration with some of Europe’s top 
Design institutions, including other Italian schools 
such as IAAD in Turin and Bologna, in areas such 
as transportation design, luxury brand management 
and food and hospitality. 

Fashion Merchandising
While Accademia Italiana is known as a top Fashion Design institute, our 
industry-focused approach includes courses that are a great match for 
Fashion Merchandising students, such as: Marketing and Trends, Window 
Display Design, Collection Theory, Fashion Photography, History of 20th 
Century Fashion and Accessories Design. We’re currently developing 
a Fashion Management Bachelor’s program that will add several more 
courses suitable for Fashion Merchandising students.

AI now offers two-year master’s programs that are 
fully accredited by the Italian Ministry of Universities 
and Research (MUR) in areas of Fashion and Textile 
Design, Fashion Design and Management, Industrial 
Product Design, Graphic Design and Photography. 
The approach of these programs is interdisciplinary 
and experimental, with a strong professional 
development component. 
Students will work directly with external clients and 
will also learn to create their own start-ups. Instruction 
will be bilingual, in Italian and English and there is the 
option to divide the program between our campuses 
in Florence and Rome. There is a 10% tuition discount 
for students who have attended any of AI’s programs 
or come from partner universities in the US.
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Back in full swing!

What are you doing now?
I’ve been in Brooklyn for the past 4 or 5 years. After 
URI, I interned at a small fashion brand in New York 
and in my free time worked on my own brand, Rocky 
Clark. At the same time I worked at Tops baseball 
cards, running their e-commerce store. Now I’m at 
Candy Digital where they make virtual baseball cards 
(NFTs) while still working on Rocky Clark. 

In my senior year at URI, I made a 10-piece collection 
inspired by the pair of jeans that became our first 
Rocky Clark product. I used Italian organic denim and 
made the clothes in NY. It’s mostly menswear – jeans, 
denim jackets – but also any-gender accessories, 
t-shirts, hoodies and hats. 

Were you able to integrate what you learned at AI into your following 
academic or professional work?
Yes, I came up with idea for Rocky Clark in Florence, in one of the marketing classes at AI. The first 
item I designed for Rocky Clark was a pair of jeans, using what I learned in the tailoring and pattern-
making courses at Accademia Italiana. 

The students at AI were at a different level of creativity than I’d ever seen. To be hands-on with 
that level of creativity and freedom kind of gave me permission to have way more fun with clothing 
than I ever thought possible. The school really fostered that 
freedom and experimentation rather than putting it in a box or 

having students learn in a specific way. Culture came to life in that way.
At Accademia Italiana they foster that kind of creativity.

What do you remember most about 
studying abroad at AI? 

It was a fantastic time in my life. I went to Italy alone, 
didn’t know anyone, but I wanted that so that I could 
immerse myself in Italian culture. Being able to live in 
Florence, right near the Pitti Palace, being immersed 
in the day-to-day, exploring and getting to know the 
city – it was an amazing experience.

I was in the fashion show so that stands out for me. 
The fittings were fun, seeing the designs and then 
wearing them on the runway. Interacting with students, 
models, in a well-produced show – I learned by doing 
and observing. AI’s show was so well-produced, it 
didn’t seem like a school fashion show but was on a 
very professional level. The experience taught me so

much about 
what goes into 
a collection and 
a fashion show. I was able to bring that experience 
to Rocky Clark. Now it’s so fun to look back at the 
pictures with friends and to reminisce.

The art history class I took also stood out. We went to 
the museums with the professors, who spoke about 
the real works of art right in front of us. We had a private 
visit to the gallery where Michelangelo’s sculpture of 
David is, and there was a moment when the room was 
empty and it was just me and David, one-on-one with a 
masterpiece. It was a beautiful, special moment. 

Was studying in Italy as you had 
imagined? Were there any surprises or 
challenges that you didn’t expect?
It far exceeded my expectations. I got more homesick 
than I expected, but I used that to my advantage and 
didn’t let it hold me back. I spent very little time in my 
apartment. I was always exploring the city. 
Florence is such a walkable city, easier to navigate 
than I thought. Every day after class I would try to 
go to a new place. I got lost my first week but saw it 
as an opportunity to further entrench myself in the 
culture, the city. I’ve been back twice since I studied 
there, with a group of friends and then with my family. 
I remembered it like the back of my hand.

Do you have any advice for someone 
who is considering studying abroad at 
AI? 
Yes, I would 110% recommend it. 
I speak at URI once or twice a year and preach to the 
students to take the opportunity to study abroad. I 
know some kids don’t want to leave their friends and 
family behind, and I understand that. 
I battled that homesickness. But you’ll never get 
another opportunity like this, to spend 4 or 5 months 
in another country, just studying. 
Your only obligation is to show up to class, do your 
homework and the rest of the time you 
can explore. 

Interview: 
Joe Rotondo 
spring 2015 
study abroad student, 
University of Rhode Island

Did you know?…
AI organizes guided overnight and daytrips to 
important historic and artistic towns in Italy at no 
additional cost to our study abroad students. 
Here are some of our students enjoying a weekend in 
Rome…and (Pompeii)!

https://www.accademiaitaliana.com/en/
https://en.ad-education.com/
https://www.iaad.it/en/
https://www.accademiaitaliana.com/en/departments/master-degree

