
World-renowned Biker musician 
Charlie Brechtel and executive 
producer Dennis Sanfilippo have 
known each other for over 30 years. 
Long before Dennis won the California 
Lottery. The hardworking roofer turned 
music producer was in negotiations 
with Charlie and legendary Blues 
musician Deacon Jones to do an album 
together when Dennis called to let 
them know he won the Lotto in 1992. 
“Dennis called and told me he had won 
16 million dollars,” Charlie recalls. 

The musicians were leaping up and 
down for joy when Dennis called back 
about ten minutes later and said, “I 
didn’t win 16 million…” Charlie was 
crestfallen. “I rechecked my numbers,” 
Dennis said. “I won 32 million!” It’s no 
wonder that all his friends call Dennis 
“Mr. Lucky.”

Several years ago, Charlie was talking 
to Dennis about doing an album of 
motorcycle music. One of the songs 
was called “Rebel on the Highway.” The 
idea of doing a biker movie started 
right then and there. “I was telling 
Dennis about the movie’s plot about 
two years ago,” Charlie tells us. “We 
were just sittin’ in his living room and I 
was explaining that the film was all 
about two very American traditions, the 
Blues and bikers, music and 

motorcycles. But Dennis wanted to 
know what the actual story was about. 
I told him it was about God and the 
Devil and that Deacon Jones was gonna 
play the Voodoo King.”

“God and the Devil?” Dennis gasped. 
“How the hell are we gonna do that?” 
The story of the film Rebel on the 
Highway. is actually a nod to the 
legend of real life Blues musician 
Robert Johnson who was said to have 
sold his soul to the Devil in order to 

create the Blues for which he is 
famous. This Faustian legend has been 
told many times over the years. Usually, 
the Devil can be outsmarted by 
challenging him to a duel of some sort. 
In Rebel on the Highway., down on his 
luck biker/musician Charlie Brechtel 
makes a deal with the Devil for 
stardom, fame, and fortune. The only 
way to get back his soul is to challenge 
the Devil to a motorcycle drag race.

Dennis liked the idea right away and 
asked to see the script. “There ain’t no 
script,” Charlie told him, and then 
pointed to his head. “It’s all in here.” 

Believe it or not, Dennis believed in 
Charlie so much that he financed the 
movie. “I have seen him write a song in 
ten minutes and knew he could pull off 
a great story,” Dennis says. “All we had 
to do was capture the story that was in 
his head.” As it turns out, not having a 
script was just the first of many aspects 
of the film that flies in the face of 
traditional Hollywood wisdom. “Part of 
the success of this film is that there are 
no big name actors,” Dennis says. “In 
this movie, actors are not playing 
bikers. Bikers are playing actors.” In 
fact, the only professional actor in the 
picture is Mickey Jones, former 
drummer for Bob Dylan.

“Mickey was very ill when we made Ph
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REBEL ON THE HIGHWAY–THE MOVIE
M A D E  B Y  B I K E R S ,  F O R  B I K E R S

“When you race with the 
Devil, make sure you’re 

not low on gas.”

Charlie Brechtel and 
Dennis Sanfilippo

the movie,” Charlie says. “We had to 
shoot his scenes in a hospital bed and 
it was the last movie he made before 
he passed.” Mickey Jones got to see the 
finished film before he departed this 
world on February 7, 2018.

Though the great Deacon Jones 
appears as the Voodoo King, he too 
passed during the filming. “The thing 
that made making this movie important 
to me was putting Deacon Jones on 
film,” Dennis says. Deacon passed July 6, 
2017 right after the film wrapped.

There are many people to thank who 
helped make this two-wheeled dream 
come true. Besides Deacon Jones, the 
film features such Blues legends as 
Charlie Musselwhite, Guitar Shorty, and 
Guitar Mac. “Woody from the Buffalo 
Chip came on board and added 
legitimacy to the project, even 
appearing in the film,” Dennis says. 
“That was a big help.”

“We have biker legends and Hall of 
Famers in the picture,” Charlie says. “We 
have Tony Pan playing God! Berry 
Wardlaw of Accurate Engineering plays 
Archangel Michael. Rogue is in it. 
Bean’re starts the drag race with the 
Devil. Bobby Seger of Indian Larry’s 
plays a part. Nicky Boots is the Devil’s 
henchman. The list goes on.” There are 
also members of several one percenter 
clubs in Rebel on the Highway. to add 
just the right touch of true grit and 
realism.

The movie has been shown in 
theaters all over the country to rave 
reviews, and is starting biker movie 
nights at dealerships, bike shops, bars, 

and club houses from coast-to-coast. 
The film’s B-movie, grindhouse style is 
a tip of the hat to biker films past and 
includes touching tributes including 
one to Easy Rider chopper builder Ben 
Hardy.

“I saw Peter Fonda at the last Love 
Ride. I played after Buck Cherry and 
was the last musician on the Love Ride 
stage,” Charlie tells us. “I saw Peter 
hanging out backstage and asked his 
advice on making a biker film. He told 
me, ‘Don’t let anybody talk you out of 

your idea,’ and, man, I took that to heart. 
We broke every rule of movie making. 
Even when we did scenes, we had a 
few lines written, but improvised the 
rest.”

“Like Bean’re says in the climax of 
the film,” Dennis grins, “‘The only rule 
is that there are no rules.’” Movies are 
forever, and with this new breed of 
maverick, anti-Hollywood biker films 
coming from Charlie and Dennis, you 
can bet they’ll go down in biker history.

The success of Rebel on the 
Highway. has spawned a second biker 
film coming soon from the team called 
Rough Boys sponsored by Lucas Oil 
and Hupy and Abraham Motorcycle 
Attorneys. Viewers will have the 
chance to win a custom chopper built 
by Paughco and Mondo of Denver’s 
Choppers, as well as $10,000 in cash, 
by deciphering clues to a treasure hunt 
that are hidden throughout the film. 
Watch for details right here in 
Easyriders.

You’ll find the DVD or Blu-Ray  
of Rebel on the Highway. as well as  
the soundtrack album, T-shirts,  
patches, posters and more at 
rebelonthehighway.com

  —Dave Nichols
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