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“Fiery Fountains” Sidewall 

M.H. Birge & Sons, Buffalo, New York 
 

Birge Pattern No. 2964 
 

introduced in late 1924 for the 1925 season 
 
M.H. Birge & Sons was one of the most highly 
respected wallpaper manufacturers in the U.S. 
Established in 1834, the company printed its 
first papers in 1878, and remained an industry 
leader until its closure in 1982. 

The 1920s saw Birge transition from the design 
direction of Charles Booze and Edward B. Sides 
– who had been the firm’s lead designers since 
the 1880s – into a new era. In 1921, Sides hired 
a little-known watercolor artist named Charles 
Ephraim Burchfield to assist him in the design 
department, and Burchfield would work for 
Birge from 1921 until 1929. 

Before becoming one of the United States’ most esteemed watercolor painters, Charles Burchfield 
designed wallpapers for Birge, ascending to the role of design director upon the retirement of Sides in 
1927. During his tenure Burchfield would produce a range of work for the company, from traditional to 
startlingly modern, eventually earning the right to mark his papers with his name in the selvage. 

While it is not known who the designer of “Fiery Fountains” (our name) was, it was introduced in the 
collection of new patterns released in late 1924 for the coming 1925 season – smack in the middle in 
Burchfield’s tenure. One can’t help but speculate whether Burchfield had a hand in its utterly 
distinctive style, which would have been considered very avant-garde with its abstract rendering style 
and eye-catching palette – an entire room of this paper must have been a sight to behold. 

M.H. Birge & Sons was best known internationally for its exceptional hand-produced “leather” papers, 
which were used by the most sophisticated and affluent home owners and designers of the early 20th-
century (true tooled leather, which Birge also produced, was only accessible to the richest of the rich). 

Examples of Birge leather papers, as well as other designs from the 1880s into the postwar era, are 
held in the collections of the Cooper Hewitt Smithsonian Design Museum in New York, Historic New 
England in Boston, and the Victoria & Albert Museum in London. Bolling & Company offers the only 
authenticated selection of original antique examples of these rare papers in the world. 

Bolling & Company Pattern ID: 10403 

 
For more on the Birge “Fiery Fountains” paper, see next page.
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Wallpaper Brings Sunlight to the  
Priscilla Proving Plant 

Wallpaper Magazine, May 1925 
 
The Birge paper we’ve called “Fiery Fountains” enjoyed a unique 
moment in the spotlight with a May 1925 article published in 
Wallpaper Magazine under the byline “As told by an Editor of 
Modern Priscilla Magazine.” 

Modern Priscilla Magazine was an influential periodical aimed at 
“highly intelligent, home-abiding women” and Birge’s last-minute 
triumph in the Proving Plant redecorating endeavor was a 
marketing coup for the company. 

For a brief history of Modern Priscilla see: 
http://uwf.edu/dearle/enewsstand/enewsstand_files/Page859.htm   

http://www.magazineart.org/main.php/v/womens/modernpriscilla/
http://uwf.edu/dearle/enewsstand/enewsstand_files/Page859.htm
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