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BREAKING RELEVANCE

    June 1 - 21, 2018

    Reception: June 7, 5:00pm

MEMBER’S SHOWCASE

    June 23 - July 20, 2018

    Receiving: June 22, 9am - 12pm

    Reception: June 28, 5:00pm

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE

    May 22 - June 22, 2018

    Receiving: May 21, 9am - 12pm

    Reception: May 31, 5:00pm

    Removal: June 22, 9am - 12pm

MEMBER’S SHOWCASE

    June 23 - July 20, 2018

    Receiving: June 22, 9am - 12pm

    Reception: June 28, 5:00pm

Inspiration Inside 
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GALLERY & GIFT SHOP HOURS:
Mon - Fri, 9am - 4pm

Saturday, 10am - 2pm
The Visual Arts Center is a non‐profit art 
center open for the entire community. 

Open Studio
This is Art Your Way! Try a new class or 
save some cash with Open Studio. A la 
carte art & pottery studio sessions are 
just $30 ($24 members) for 3 hours of 
creative studio time with any available 
class and guidance from our talented 
instructors. Please call ahead for 
available classes. Open studio cannot 
be purchased online; only at the Front 
Desk. Choose from the following 
options:

    • Art Open Studio (with an Instructor), $30 ($24 member)

    • Beginner (with an Instructor) Pottery Open Studio, $40 ($32 member)

    • Advanced (w/out Instructor) Pottery Open Studio, $25 ($20 member)

VAC TO HOST “THE WINNER’S CIRCLE”
The Winners’ Circle Exhibit, the Art Council’s biennial show featuring the best 
work of the artists and craftspeople who are members of the Council’s affiliate 
organizations, will be held February 1 - February 28, 2019 in the Visual Arts 
Center’s Main Gallery. The show reception will be Thursday, February 5, at 5pm. 
The exhibit will accept artwork which, over the past two years, has won top 
prizes at exhibits held by the Council’s members - it showcases the very best 
creative work of a significant group of artists working in Southwest Florida. 
The Prospectus for the Winners’ Circle Show will be posted in June on the Art 
Council’s website and the 21 member organizations of the Council can also be 
found on the website, www.acswf.org.

ART CAMP IS MAKING A SPLASH!

Summer Art Explorer’s program has begun and it is fun 

to have young artists exploring their artistic abilities 

around the VAC.  There is still time to sign up for Summer 

Camp for the week of June 25th, and July 9th. Go to 

our website to register kids 8 - 14!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY SUZANNE BOWLES
On July 9th, Suzanne Bowles will celebrate her 80th Birthday with family and friends 
at a dinner at the Mountain Oyster Club in Tucson. This club is well known for its 
support and dedication to Western Art, partly through hosting an annual juried art 
show and sale that presents the work of some of the most highly recognized western 
artists, and in which Suzanne has had the honor of having her art included.
Suzanne was an active member of the VAC for many years, both through her 
attendance at the weekly Portrait Art Studio and teaching classes in portrait art. She 
introduced the idea of creating large format paintings of a celebrated Old Master’s 
works to decorate the building for the first Fine Arts Festival.  The work of Vincent Van 
Gogh was chosen to be honored for the first Festival and a reproduction of his night 
cafe scene was created in large format by artist members that covered the entire 
entrance to the VAC. Guests entered through the painting to attend the Fine Arts Ball 
and were greeted by a Van Gogh look-alike.  The Fine Arts Festival was a huge success 
and continued for many years with those old large format panels being painted over 
and reused for the Visual Arts Center’s artists to recreate the paintings of the next 
year’s selected “Old Master” - at least ten or more followed the first Van Gogh!
Suzanne and Bill were instrumental in establishing the Bowles Portrait Art Endowment, 
which continues to recognize and encourage excellence in Portrait Art.
Suzanne always referred to the VAC as her “home away from home” and in addition to 
all of her fond memories of the fun and creative activities she enjoyed there was the 
privilege of knowing all the wonderful people who became her art family. If you wish 
to send a birthday greeting to Suzanne, please address it to: Suzanne Bowles Birthday 
Celebration July 9, c/o The Mountain Oyster Club, 6400 E. El Dorado Circle, Tucson, AZ 
85715 - or to her home at 4267 N. Sabino Mountain Drive, Tucson, AZ  85750.

FIRST ONLINE PHOTO EXHIBIT JUST PARADISE
Congratulations to all who participated in the Visual Arts Center’s fist ever online 
exhibition! It got started in April, when we opened entry into our first digital exhibit 
to anyone around the globe, and received a great turnout. Those entries were judged 
by local photographer Donna Valenti and awards were handed  out at the “Pictures 
in Paradise” reception: 

Best in Show:  “Springtime in Paradise” by Jim Schwabel

Excellence Award: “Ribbit Ribbit” by Cheryl McClure

Merit Awards (in no significant order):

“Sandhill Crane Family” by Robin Hagan

“Flying Right” by Bruce Tompkins

“Springtime on the Front Range” by Susan Taylor

“Hanging Together” by Jane McDaniel

“Purple Water Lily” by Danielle Fischer

“Harbor Sunset” by Clyde Sweatt 

“Paradise” is currently on display at www.visualartcenter.org. If you want a copy of the 
hardcover book, you may order it online, call the Visual Arts Center Front Desk at 941-
639-8810, or stop in personally.  We will have a few copies available in the Gift Shop, 
but if you want one, we suggest you place an order by June 8th. 

Sip & Paint Party!

The Visual Arts Center will host a 
private “Sip & Paint” Party for your 

group of friends, organization, 
corporate function, birthday party, or 

any group of 15 - 40 guests. Soda 
pop parties are also welcome! 

Cost is $40 per guest, which includes 
painting supplies, aprons and wine or 
soda. If you wish, bring your choice of 

snacks, appetizers or desserts. 

To schedule your own private  Wine & 
Painting Party,  call (941) 639-8810. 

Blue Beach Umbrella by Nancy Fairchild

Congratulations 
To the People’s Choice Award Winner:

“Sentinel Barred Owl” by Jane McDaniel
in Pictures in Paradise
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Affiliate News
Affiliate groups are organized for members 
by members. For a detailed list of groups, 

meeting times and contact information visit 
our website. 

Artists in Action  meet Saturdays, 
10am - 12pm. Join an eclectic group 
of artists who come together to paint 
and share constructive advice. All VAC 
members at all levels and media are 
welcome ($2 per week donation).

Common Threads will meet at 1 p.m. 
on Friday June 15 at the VAC. You 
may come early to share a bag lunch 
and have conversation. Our program 
will be lead by Clora Hamilton and 
other weavers who have made small 
looms and will help us all make woven 
bracelets. If you have a small loom 
please bring it along with: Scissors, a 
large eye needle(s), beads, buttons, 
snaps, yarn, ribbons, and fasteners. You 
may not use all of these, but we may 
end up sharing amongst ourselves. If 
you don’t have these supplies in your 
stash, come anyway- most of us have 
lots of supplies and will share. Contact 
Pauline Klein at pmk3233@aol.com for 
more info.

Life Drawing sessions will resume 
in November. Live work with a nude 
figure model with your medium of 
choice ($10/session).

Peace River Painters meet Mondays 
at 8:00am at various locations to paint 
en Plein air. After June 4th, Peace River 
Painters will be on hiatus until the end 
of September when we will resume 
weekly paint-outs. However, we will 
be announcing a few dates during the 
summer in places where we haven’t 
painted very often or at all. For more 
info visit peaceriverpainters.com.

Portrait Studio meets every Thursday 
from 9:00am to 12:30pm. Join other 
VAC Member Artists and work on your 
portrait skills, in any medium, with a 
live model ($5/session).

IN THE GALLERIES
Water, Water Everywhere has anything and 
everything to do with water: boating, fishing, 
shells, beaches and more. View Water, Water 
Everywhere in the Main Gallery May 22 - June 
22.

The Member Showcase highlights member 
artists of all mediums, on display in the Main 
Gallery and Goff Gallery June 23 - July 20.

Breaking Relevance features the abstract 
work of artists John Dedo Christina and Roxie 
Vetter, on display in Goff Gallery June 1 - 21. 

FROM THE ENDOWMENT TRUST
The 2018 Palette to Palate event was held on 
Saturday, April 7 at the Visual Arts Center. The 
event was sold out. The purpose of this event is 
to enhance donor relations and raise funds for 
the Endowment Trust while introducing local 
artists to the community and showcase the Visual 
Arts Center as a venue for a variety of events and 
activities. The 2018 event exceeded all previous 
years in every criteria. Ticket sales totaled 13,500, 
art sales for ET reached $5,195 – both were an all-
time high. Net income was $8,811, also an all-time 
high. Total art sales reached $15,310 and last but 
not least, 14 gallons of wine were eagerly consumed. The artists and their works 
were spectacular. The mediums were diverse and their offerings were very upscale. 
All artists demonstrated ingenuity and tremendous talent. Catering by Michael’s on 
East of Sarasota once again presented a gourmet repast which is still being praised. 
The chocolate tower dessert was the piece de resistance and a work of art in and of 
itself. This event requires a year-long commitment by a small committee of six plus 
VAC staff support from Stacy Calvino and Kimberly Phillips. The behind the scenes 
effort required to produce this event required a tremendously dedicated effort by 
the committee. As Committee Chairman, I offer my sincere, personal thanks to Jane 
Spencer, Elaine Sinden, Kathy des Enfants, Paula McQueen and Denise Henry.

Becky Bovell
President, Endowment Trust

Sincerest Sympathies
It is with great sadness that we are letting you know that long-time Visual Arts 

Center Patron and Lifetime Member, Carolyn Hamilton, passed away on Monday, 
May 21st.  She was part of the fabric of the Visual Arts Center community, as a 

leader, collaborator and great friend.  She will be missed. Our thoughts are with 
her husband Tom and her family. If you wish to read more about Carolyn or 

donate in memory of Carolyn, please go to “Make a Donation” on our website.
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The Charlotte County Art Guild, INC. DBA The Visual Arts Center is a non profit, tax exempt organization, registered in the state of FL to solicit charitable contributions. 
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE. 1-800-HELP-FLA (435-7352) OR 

www.FloridaConsumerHelp.com. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.” FLORIDA REGISTRATION CH1731.

WE APPRECIATE OUR CORPORATE PARTNERS

VOLUNTEER LUNCHEON
We celebrated with 75 volunteers at the Isles Yacht Club on April 21st, where over 
220 volunteers were honored during the Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon. Thirty 
volunteers received pins for multi-year service to the Visual Arts Center, including a 
Gold pin for 15 Years of service presented to Denise Henry , and a Diamond pin for 20 
Years of service presented to Guy Emerich. Three Volunteers of the Year were honored 
for their special service to the Visual Arts Center during the year: Rick Hicks for his 
help during the hurricane, Dave Bise for his service during construction and Nanette 
Crist for her superb management of this year’s National Art Exhibit.

Is it Time to Renew?
To keep enjoying your membership 

discounts and benefits,  renew online 
at www.VisualArtCenter.org. 

Carolynn Becker

Jim Daniels

Dorothy Hubbard

Joy McGlone

Sally Rockefeller

Craig & Kim Seidell

Ken Voigt

Welcome new members
April New Members:


