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DIFFERENT STROKES
  May 20 - June 28, 2017

FOUR ARTISTS INVITATIONAL 3
  July 1 - August 30, 2017

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE
  May 20 - June 15, 2017

  Removal:
  June 15, 12pm - 4pm -or-
  June 16, 9am - 12pm

RECYCLE, RECLAIM OR RECREATE
   June 17 - July 20, 2017

  Receiving:
  June 16, 9am - 12pm

  Reception:
  June 22, 5:00pm

  Removal:
  July 20, 1pm - 4pm -or-
  July 21, 9am - 12pm

PEACE RIVER PAINTERS
  Sunset Views from The Wyvern

GINA BATTLE & LISE LINDSAY
  PRNAF Emerging Artists  

Inspiration Inside 
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FIRST FEDERAL GALLERY

REBECCA HALL

GOFF GALLERY

GALLERY & GIFT SHOP HOURS:
Mon - Fri, 9am - 4pm

Saturday, 10am - 2pm
The Visual Arts Center is a non‐profit art 
center open for the entire community. 

at the Visual Arts Center

Art explorer’s Club Starts June 5
Age 8 - 10 Mon - Fri, 9am - 12pm | Age 11 - 14, Mon - Fri, 1pm - 4pm

Each day a new project - pottery , jewelry, watercolor & more! 

Teen art Workshops Age 15 - 20
Weekly Half-Day Sessions | Consecutive Full-Day Workshops
Drawing, Stained Glass, Pottery, Jewelry & Pet Portraits! 
Camps run through June 30 - To register today call (941) 639-8810

Sponsor a camper
Art Explorer’s Summer Camp is fast approaching. Over the summer, we will serve 
close to one hundred kids and teens, from ages 8 - 20 for several classes and work-
shops. Our camps are a very special learning experience for local youth, and the Boys 
and Girls Club of Englewood who will also attend the camps. Please help us make 
Summer Camp a success!  There are a few ways you can help:

• Sponsor one week of summer camp for $75 per child
• Sponsor one week of camp, plus supplies for $125 per child
• Sponsor one child for 4 weeks of summer camp, for $260

Please contact us at (941) 639-8810 or stop by the Front Desk if you are able to help. 
You may also mail your sponsorship to the VAC.
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IN THE GALLERIES
Water, Water Everywhere is all about 
boats, fishing, beaches and everything 
water. Check it out in the Main Gallery 
until June 15. Our next receiving will 
be Friday, June 16 from 9am - 12pm for 
Recycle, Reclaim or Recreate. This exhib-
it challenges artists to use old materials 
in  new ways. See Recycle Reclaim or Rec-
reate on display June 17 - July 20 in the 
Main Gallery. 

Different Strokes features Pottery, wa-
tercolor and digital art created by Patt 
Bacon, Sandy Busher, Nancy Briechle, 
Paula Casey, Keith Charron, Nancy Con-
ti, Joanell Dyrstad, Nancy Gray, Margaret 
Kiepe, Bobbie Kratt, Sue Leffingwell, Lin 
Lieberman, Claude McCoy, Barbara Melot 
and Mitzi Souchak. Different Strokes is on 
display in Goff Gallery May 20 - June 28. 

Old Shrimper by Audrey Chiardio

EXPLORE THE LIBRARY
Have you ever wished you could draw or paint a portrait? 
If you are ready to pick up your brush or pencil the VAC 
Library has a selection of books to help you explore the 
subject of portraits and how to paint & draw them.  Re-
nowned oil portrait painter John H.  Sanden is the author of 
“Portraits from Life.” In his book he shares his effective ap-
proach to creating likenesses in oil. He uses a 9 principles 

technique to attempt to complete his portraits in one sitting. In “How to Draw & Paint 
Portraits” by Stan Smith, you will find lessons in seven mediums from acrylic to pastel. 
Each of the demonstrations gives a list of supplies and many step by step photos 
to follow along. Lee Hammond’s “How to Draw Lifelike Portraits from Photographs” 
showcases portraits drawn from photos in graphite. It instructs the self-learner with 
20 step by step demonstrations for drawing realistic likenesses and facial features. 
An experienced artist will appreciate “The Portrait Painters Problem Book” by portrait 
artist Paul C. Burns and Joe Singer.  The book examines solutions for coloring, light-
ing, and a list of common problems encountered by the artist and offers solutions in 
a series of twenty full color demonstrations. This is just a sampling of the many books 
that are available on this topic for our members to explore. Come and visit all the 
treasures at the VAC Library, a great benefit of your VAC membership. See you soon.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY
Help make snow flakes for Rebecca Hall this 
Christmas! Starting Wednesdays (July 12, 19,  26) 
and Thursdays (July 13, 20, 27)  we need your help 
making snow flakes that will dangle from the ceiling 
in Rebecca Hall in December. This is a “craft art proj-
ect” with a three step process.  The first week we will 
cut paper tubes into strips with scissors. The second 
week we will use hot glue guns to build the snow 
flakes.  The final week we will apply the Elmers glue 
to each snow flake and dip into green or gold glitter. 
All volunteers are needed between 11am and 1pm 

on each of the days. If you are interested in helping, please come by any of the dates/
times you are available. No RSVP is needed, just show up ready to make our next 
Christmas sparkle! 

ARTISTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Sculptor and Gift Shop artist Bob Richard 
has received a special honor: his work has 
been accepted to be on permanent display 
at the Peace River Botanical and Sculpture 
Garden in Punta Gorda, alongside the 
work of seven international sculptors. The 
sculpture, named Garden Seahorse, is ap-
proximately 5.5’ tall and 2.5’ wide. It’s made 
of African Mahogany with 12 coats of Tung 
Oil, on a granite base. Congratulations, 
Bob! Make sure to stop by the Gift Shop to 
see his other fantastic work for sale. Garden Seahorse by Bob Richard

OPEN STUDIO:
TAKE A CLASS FOR $20

Try a class this summer for $20 per day. 
Choose from a variety of media:
• Colored Pencil
• Open Studio All Media
• Beginner or Advanced Watercolor
• Photography
• Jewelery
• Pottery

Great opportunity to try something new, 
risk free! If you like your class, sign up for 
the session. Call (941) 639-8810 to regis-
ter. For a class schedule, visit www.visu-
alartcenter.org.
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Volunteer Corner
Calling all year-round residents! 

The Visual Arts Center has plenty of volunteer 
spots open this summer. We need friendly fac-
es to assist at the front desk and gift shop. If 
you have just a few hours, or plenty of extra 

time this summer, please call or email 
info@visualartcenter.org

WELCOME SHELLEY BELL
The VAC would like to welcome our new-
est team member: Gift Shop Manager 
Shelley Bell. Shelley is an award-winning 
photographer and long-time supporter 
of the Visual Arts Center. She is married 
with four kids, two grandkids and loves 
to create and photograph art. Shelley’s 
creativity and awesome photography 
skills will be put to good use in the Gift 
Shop, and we are excited to have her on 
board. Stop by, introduce yourself and 
help us welcome Shelley to the team! 

FINE ARTS FESTIVAL 2017 INSPIRED BY  

PABLO PICASSO
Fine Arts Festival Mural Competition: Submit a drawing, painting or image 
you would like to paint for the FAF 2017. Final work will be completed on a 
7x10ft board (in three panels) provided by the VAC. Final Work can be “in the 
style of” Pablo Picasso. FAF Committee will select the winning mural idea. Sub-
mission are due by June 30, 2017. Submissions should include Artists name 
and contact information, along with title of work. 

Exhibiting in the Fine arts Festival: Artists are invited to enter our FAF exhibit. 
Create your work “in the style of” Pablo Picasso. All work entered (maximum 
of 2 pieces) must be for sale at $350 or less. Please bring in your Artist’s Agree-
ment by June 30, 2017. 

Important FAF Dates:
• Artist’s Agreement due by June 30th
• Mural Competition Submission due by June 30th
• FAF Receiving Goff Gallery: Friday October 27th from 9am- 12pm
• FAF Removal Goff Gallery: Thursday November 30th

Now until June 8, You have a chance 
to bid on two fantastic items in a spe-
cial silent auction in the Gift Shop! Up 
for auction is a solid wood easel that 
will hold an extra large canvas. It has a 
cubby hole with door and a shelf.  The 
easel measures 74” (h) x 25” (w) x 24” (d). 
Second is a beautiful decorative metal 
wind vane donated by Paul Guilmette 
(inovationsinart.com). It is valued at 
$248. Bidding for both items starts at 
$50.  The auction ends June 8, the lucky 
winner will be notified by telephone.

EASEL & WIND VANE UP FOR AUCTION! 
BIDDING STARTS AT $50

Silent Auction!
SAVE THE DATE

The National Art Exhibition is one of the 
nation’s most prestigious juried exhibi-
tions of two-dimensional media. Online 
entry into the 2018 NAE will begin June 
12 and continue through December 10, 
2017. Enter at www.juriedartservices.
com. Watch for more details including 
the complete prospectus, available soon! 
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April New Members: 
Dave & Merry Bise

Donna Chase
Michael & Sharon Harrison

Karen Hawes
MaryAnn Isenberg

Thomas James
Fran Krausman

Jennifer & John Kaufling
John Kemp

John Ledford
Daniel Madia

Janice Murphy
Elaine Rudnick
Anna Saksen

The Visual Arts Center is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to the creation and enjoyment of the arts. Founded in 1961 by local artists, its 
mission is to inspire, explore, create and promote the visual arts in an effort to enrich community life. Supported by membership dues, programs, 

annual gifts and corporate sponsorships, membership is open to all.

Welcome New Members

WE WANT YOU!
to “like” us on Facebook:

www.facebook.com/pages/
Visual-Arts-Center-of-Punta-Gorda

WE APPRECIATE OUR CORPORATE PARTNERS

AFFILIATE NEWS
Artists in Action  •  Book Club  •  Common Threads  •  Jewelry Arts Group

Peace R iver Painters  •  Porcelain Artists  •  Portrait Studio
Affiliate groups are organized for members, by members. For a detailed listing of groups

and meeting times, including contact information, visit our website. 

Artists in Action meet Saturdays from 10am - 12pm. Join an eclectic group of tal-
ented VAC Member Artists who come together to paint and support each other with 
friendship and constructive advice. All painters at all levels and media are welcome. 
($2 per week donation).
Peace River Painters meet Monday mornings at 8:30am. Plein air painting for VAC 
Member Artists. Next event is June 5 at Snook Haven: 5000 E Venice Ave, Venice, FL 
34292. For info visit peaceriverpainters.com.
Portrait Studio meets every Thursday from 9:00am to 12:30pm.  Join other VAC Mem-
ber Artists and work on your portrait skills, in any medium, with a live model. ($5 per 
session)
Common Threads, Life Drawing, Woodcarvers & JAG will start again in the fall.

Is it Time to Renew?
You can renew your membership online 

at www.VisualArtCenter.org. Visit the 
‘membership’ page under ‘get involved’ 

on the menu. Simply choose your 
membership type and pay securely 

with Paypal or credit card. Check it out!

ARTIST OPPORTUNITIES
We currently have openings for 
several works to hang at the Merrill 
Lynch Punta Gorda Office and the 
Gettel Lincoln Dealership. Please 
contact Kim Phillips: programs@vi-
sualartcenter.org to participate.

We are seeking artists to set 

up a demo area to sell your 
works and mingle with people 

at the rooftop bar of the Wyvern. We have spots on the pool deck every Tuesday eve-
ning from 4-6pm. Please contact Stacy Calvino: busdev@visualartcenter.org to par-
ticipate. 

Rebecca Hall is available for rent for just $25/week to our member artists. Please con-
tact Kim Phillips: programs@visualartcenter.org to participate.

Member Art hangs at a VAC Satellite exhibits at the Wyvern Hotel


