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FLORIDA SUNCOAST 
WATERCOLOR SOCIETY
    December 5 - 22, 2017

    Reception: Dec 14, at 5:00pm

FLIGHTS OF FANCY
    December 5 - 22, 2017

    Receiving: Dec 4, 9am - 12pm

    Reception: Dec 14, at 5:00pm

    Removal: Dec 22,  9am - 12pm

JOHN MARTIN 
    Portraits - Children In Crisis 
    December 11 - 22, 2017

    Reception: Dec 14, at 5:00pm

Inspiration Inside 
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MAIN GALLERY

REBECCA HALL

GOFF GALLERY

GALLERY & GIFT SHOP HOURS:
Mon - Fri, 9am - 4pm

Saturday, 10am - 2pm
The Visual Arts Center is a non‐profit art 
center open for the entire community. 

2017 VAC RENOVATION FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN
From November 28th through the end of the year, the Visual Arts Center is raising 
funds for Lobby Renovations, Gift Shop Expansion, and new Vinyl Wood Flooring 
in the Hallways and Galleries. We are hoping to raise $25,000. We began the Cam-
paign on #Giving Tuesday, a global movement of philanthropy and will continue 
through the month of December.

EACH CONTRIBUTION CAN DOUBLE OR MORE IN VALUE
Today until December 31, you have a rare matching opportunity for your contri-
bution to the Visual Arts Center (VAC) to double in value. The VAC Board of Direc-
tors, members of the VAC Endowment Trust and VAC Matching Member Donors 
will match what is contributed until the end of the year. You can go online to 
www.VisualArtCenter.org and click the Donate Button or call us at 941‐639‐8810 
and we can take your donation by phone, or your commitment to mail us a check. 
And, you can always stop by the VAC and make your donation in person.

HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS
This year, we are helping you D.I.Y. your Holiday gifts! We have several fun and 
holiday themed workshops happening this month - be sure to check them out on 
our website: http://visualartcenter.org/index.php/vac-art-education/vac-class-
es-workshops/vac-workshops

FINE ART RECEPTIONS
Join us at a wine and cheese reception Thursday, December 14 
at 5:00pm. Meet exhibiting artists from three current 
exhibits: Flights of Fancy, The Southwest Florida 
Watercolor Society and John Martin. 

RING IN THE NEW YEAR 
WITH DEMO DAYS!
Mark your Calendars for the VACs 
Open House and Instructor 
Demonstrations January 4th, 
5th, & 6th. See you there!

Holiday Hours
The VAC will be CLOSED December 
22 - January 2 during remodeling. 

We wish you a Very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!

http://visualartcenter.org
http://visualartcenter.org/index.php/vac-art-education/vac-classes-workshops/vac-workshops
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IN THE GALLERIES
Artists express what’s in their mind’s eye 
using any medium in Flights of Fancy, a 
multimedia exhibit on display Decem-
ber 5 - 22. Artists, receiving the Plein Air 
exhibit is Monday, January 8 from 9am - 
12pm. Pick up a prospectus in the lobby  
or download a copy from the website. 

The Florida Suncoast Watercolor Soci-
ety’s Open Aqueous show will be on dis-
play in Goff Gallery December 5 - 22.  

Artist John Martin will debut a moving 
exhibit entitled Portraits - Children In Cri-
sis, a collection of twenty interpretations 
of children whose photographs were 
published online, captured as they react-
ed to environments they could no longer 
survive.  View Portraits - Children In Crisis 
on display in Rebecca Hall December 11 
- 22.

Join us at the wine and cheese reception 
celebrating the opening of all three new 
exhibits Thursday, December 14 at 5pm.
Exhibits are always free and open to the 
public, and feature a fantastic selection 
of original art for sale.

 Create & paint socials
Corks n’ Canvas with Kathleen Kelly

Wednesday, Dec. 13, 6:00pm
Join our wine and art evening adventure! 

Sessions begin with a glass of wine at 6:00 pm 
and end before 9:00 pm with a finished piece 

of art. $40 per person. Paints, canvas, wine and 
snacks are all included. 

Call 639-8810 to register today!

Artists in the Spotlight
Congratulations to Artist Deanna Housefeld, selected to be artist of the month by 
the Arts and Humanities Council. 

Congratulations to Gift Shop Artist Bob Richard, whose wood sculpture has been 
installed at the Peace River Botanical and Sculpture Garden in Punta Gorda Florida. 
See more of Bob’s work in the Gift Shop! 

Congratulations to Photographer David Sussman. His exhibit, “Nature Preserved” 
has been years in the making and features 50 canvasses and prints, from a lifesize 
Florida panther to microscopic vegetation spores, on display at the Charlotte Harbor 
Environmental Center. Placards with historic and local information about his subjects 
are also on display. He photographs, processes, prints, stretches and frames all of his 
own work.

2018 ANNUAL PUNTA GORDA QUICKDRAW
The 2018 Annual Punta Gorda Quickdraw will be 
a fun and friendly competition where artists have 
three and a half hours (8:30am - 12:00pm) to de-
pict picturesque historical Punta Gorda in the 
medium of their choice! 

This competition is open to all 2D artists. Regis-
tration ($20) is limited to 50 artists on a first come, 
first served basis. You may register in advance in 
person at the Visual Arts Center,  or on the morning of the event IF there are spots left. 

One painting may be submitted per artist. Prizes are in the form of ribbons and cash. 
Awards are provided by our sponsors for $300 First Prize, $200 Second Prize and $100 
Third Prize plus Merit for Best Non Oil Medium, Merit for Best Architectural Subject, 
and Merit for Best Use of Light. There will also be a Best of Show award for the com-
bined Plein Air Show and Quickdraw paintings. Our Judge: Heather Arenas.

A Collector’s Preview starts at 1pm in the Main Gallery. Enjoy a meet and greet with 
participating artists and preview the freshly finished paintings and the current plein 
air show. A Sandwich Buffet by the Wyvern hotel in the Main gallery will be available 
for purchase ($15 per person). Please RSVP to the VAC if you plan to purchase a lunch.

We’ve got the Keys to your Art!
Classes in all media begin the week of January 8. A class schedule is available online, 
or in the VAC lobby. Registration is now open, and seating is limited so make sure to 
reserve your seat ASAP. Join us at the Open House January 4 - 6 to learn more about 
instructors and classes. There will be live demos, refreshments and more ARTcitement 
you will not want to miss! 

Classes
• Begin the Week of January 8 

• Schedule available online  - Register today!

Open House
• January 4th, 5th and 6th at the VAC

• Instructor displays, demonstrations and more! 
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Find it in the Library
Here we are at the end of another year and the question to ask yourself is “Did I ac-
complish all my artist goals for 2017?” If the answer is “NO”, the VAC Library can help 
you meet and exceed the artistic challenges that keep you from doing your best 
work! We have many books on “How To” do just about anything that you might be 
creating. There are books to teach you how to mix colors, how to draw the anatomy 
head to toe, displaying and framing your art and how to paint en Plein Air.  Wish to 
improve your composition? This is the most important step in planning your piece 
of art. We have several books that will help you improve your artwork by studying 
the Masters. “Composing and Shading your drawings” by Gaspare de Fiore focuses 
on gaining a better understanding of art by analyzing the work of the old and 
modern Masters. “Drawing Ideas of the Masters” by Frederick Malins is another se-
lection that provides insight into the techniques of the Masters. “Compositional 
Exercises for the Painter” by Lucia A. Salemme will take you through 70 exercises 
that will take you through a problem and how to solve it, each one illustrated by a 
Master painting. When you are ready to start planning your own projects for 2018 
stop by the VAC Library to see what books can help you be a “Master” of your own 
artwork. We hope to see you soon.

Volunteer Corner
Looking to have fun and meet 

interesting people?

Volunteer with us! Your commitment 
would be 3 - 4 times per month, for a 
morning, afternoon or Saturday. No 
need to be an artist, or even know 
about art! All that is necessary is to 
be comfortable using a computer, be 
friendly and outgoing  and willing to 
learn new things. Leave a message at 
639-8810 and we will get back to you.

CALL TO ARTISTS: ACSWF SPRING ART SHOW
The Prospectus for the biennial Spring Art Show of the Art Council of Southwest Flor-
ida is now posted on the Council website, acswf.org, under Council-sponsored Exhi-
bitions. Also provided is a Word link to the printable document. The Spring Art Show, 
at the Marco Island Center for the Arts, will run from March 5 to March 27, 2018, with 
a reception March 13, 5:30 - 7:00p.m. Show receiving is Feb. 27, 10a.m. - noon. 

This juried show is open to all members of the Art Council’s affiliate organizations 
(members of the Visual Arts Center) and all media can be entered. Prizes, for both 2D 
and 3D, are as follows: 1st ($300), 2nd ($200), 3rd ($100). Also (non-monetary) Judges’ 
Choice Awards in 2D and 3D categories, and Presidents’ Choice Award, one winner in 
2D or 3D.

WITH YOUR HELP, WE’RE MAKING IT HAPPEN!
Thanks to all who donated and provided matching funds 
on #Giving Tuesday, a global movement of philanthropy. 
Our fundraising campaign has only just begun and will 
continue through the month of December. We are hop-
ing to raise $25,000 for Lobby Renovations, Gift Shop Ex-
pansion, and new Vinyl Wood Flooring in the Hallways 
and Galleries by the end of tis year. 

Your Gift can Double or More with Matching Funds! 
Today until December 31, you have a rare matching op-
portunity for your contribution to the Visual Arts Center 
(VAC) to double in value. The VAC Board of Directors, 
members of the VAC Endowment Trust and VAC Matching Member Donors will match 
what is contributed until the end of the year. You can go online to www.VisualArtCen-
ter.org and click the Donate Button or call us at 941‐639‐8810 and we can take your 
donation by phone, or your commitment to mail us a check. And, you can always stop 
by the VAC and make your donation in person.

As Endowment Trust President I submit-
ted the following trustees for reelection 
the October 19, 2017 Annual Meeting: 
Ingrid Carroll, Denise Henry and Kath-
erine des Enfants. All were unanimously 
approved.
As the long-term financial custodians for 
the VAC, our directors are responsible 
for acquiring new donors, managing the 
trust’s portfolio, distributing earned in-
come to the VAC and establishing a per-
petual asset base.
Bill and Suzanne Bowles desired to fur-
ther the art of portraiture at the VAC and 
established an Endowment Trust to ac-
complish that. 
To date, $12,849 has been distributed to 
the VAC from the Bowles Trust. As a re-
sult, there have been portrait workshops 
and national and local exhibit awards 
underwritten by the Trust. In continua-
tion of this goal, I was delighted to pres-
ent a check from the Bowles Trust in the 
amount of $1,738 which will allow the 
VAC to explore even more portrait op-
tions in the coming months. 
Becky Bovell, 
Endowment Trust President

ENDOWMENT TRUST NEWS

http://visualartcenter.org
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October New Members: 
Cheryl Blazer
Laura Burkin

Carol Christine
Gail Daneman

Charen DeKovan
Logan Davis

Linden Elwood
Bonnie Fulks

Milelle Gitchel
Pamara Hager
Valerie Ingemi
Monica Luna
Karen Lauro
Regina Kelly

Catherine Kendrick
Claude Lyles
John Mizell

Sally McDevitt
Catheryn Miller

Paris Milliken
Margaret Murphy

Debra Morlachetta
Flo Parlangeli

Amy Riggs
Lisa Riccio

Elaine Secskas
Kathleen Smith

THE CHARLOTTE COUNTY ART GUILD, INC. DBA VISUAL ARTS CENTER IS A 501c3 NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO THE CREATION AND ENJOYMENT OF THE ARTS. REGISTERED IN 
THE STATE OF FL TO SOLICIT CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS (REGISTRATION NUMBER CH1731), A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED 
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES WWW.FLORIDACONSUMERHELP.COM OR BY CALLING TOLL FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE.  REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY EN-
DORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

Welcome new members

WE APPRECIATE OUR CORPORATE PARTNERS

Affiliate News
Affiliate groups are organized for members, by members. For a detailed listing of groups

and meeting times, including contact information, visit our website. 

Artists in Action meet Saturdays from 10am - 12pm. Join an eclectic group of talented 
VAC Member Artists who come together to paint and support each other with friendship 
and constructive advice. All painters at all levels and media are welcome. ($2 per week 
donation).
Common Threads We had a great time making the Fisherman’s Village Dress Forms - make 
sure you stop by a see them. We will not have a Common Threads Meeting in December 
however there will be planning meetings taking place so watch your email. Next meeting 
is Jan. 19 from 1 - 4pm.  We will blast off the season with more workshops, fashion shows, 
and sharing of fiber projects. We are trying to update our mailing list; if you are a VAC 
member and love fibers just email Suzanne Patton at zannegar@gmail.com.  Have a won-
derful Holiday Season and we will see you in January. Don’t Miss It!
Peace River Painters meet Mondays at 8:00am at various locations to paint en plein air. 
Dec 4: Artist Acres, 580 Artists Avenue, Englewood, 34223. Dec 11: Do It Yourself Marina,  
5600 Deltona Dr, Punta Gorda, 33950. For more info visit peaceriverpainters.com.
Portrait Studio meets every Thursday from 9:00am to 12:30pm.  Join other VAC Member 
Artists and work on your portrait skills, in any medium, with a live model. ($5 per session)
Life Drawing starts up again Tuesday, Nov. 7  at  6:30 pm. Live work with a nude figure 
model with your medium of choice.
Woodcarvers & JAG plans to start again in the fall.

Is it Time to Renew?
You can renew your membership online 

at www.VisualArtCenter.org. 

HARBOR NISSAN GIVES BACK
Don’t be a Scrooge, we need your help! On Facebook, 

name The Visual Arts Center in the comments on each of the 
Harbor Nissan / Harbor Insurance / HarborTrucks.com posts 

announcing the December Vote for Nissan Gives Back. 
We will win $5,000 for receiving the most votes! 

https://www.facebook.com/HarborNissanPortCharlotte/

