
key or button, there is a sense of movement 
— you’re not going to get an action as if it was a 
dedicated key or button, but you do experience 
enough to know that something is being depressed 
or hit. In use, it was perfectly fine and worked how 
we would have expected.

The Sensel Morph is ideal for many applications — 
for the travelling producer/DJ it’s great as its slight 
form means it literally is a go-anywhere piece of 
kit, and the interchangeable overlays mean that 
it’s equally as versatile. Imagine you’re laying down 
your groove track with the Drum overlay, then you 
want to add some synth and keys, simply switch to 
the Piano overlay; then, when it’s time to work on 
the arrangement and mix, switch over to the Music 
Production overlay. One little unit becomes the 
control hub for your portable production centre. 
It is equally at home in the studio as on the road, 
using the same principles and workflow.
In addition to 
the standard 
layouts, Sensel has 
created the Buchla 
Thunder overlay in 
collaboration with 
Buchla, the iconic 
electronic instrument 
manufacturer. 
Based on the 
original Thunder 
MIDI controller, the 
overlay has been 
designed so that 
users can interact 
with their equipment 
in the same unique 
style that was 
envisioned by Don 
Buchla when he 
created it 30 years 
ago. The Buchla 

S ensel came up with an idea a few years 
back that would allow music producers 
and DJs to control aspects of their gear 
from one central, multi-touch, pressure-

sensitive control surface. The idea being that the 
main surface was the universal hub offering users 
a variety of ways to interact with their software. 
What originally started out as a Kickstarter project 
hit its mark and easily surpassed it, such was the 
demand for the product. When we first saw the 
Morph it looked a little bit like an iPad or any other 
touchscreen device; however, Sensel wanted to 
keep the tactile feel and approach to the Morph, so 
what you get is a base unit that is roughly the same 
size as an iPad. What makes the unit revolutionary 
is the ‘overlays’ that provide the mechanics to 
differentiate the Morph from a touchscreen device.

On unpacking the Morph, users are presented with 
the base pad, a USB cable, quick-start card and an 
overlay catalogue, all coming across as slick and 
minimalistic. As mentioned, the base pad has a 
look and feel to it as if it was an iPad — the metallic 
finish gives the Morph an air of sophistication. 
Users are invited to download the Sensel app, 
which is used for general management of the 
Morph and for configuring overlay presets, which 
can be used with the unit. The cool thing is once a 
preset is saved the Morph will automatically know 
which overlay preset the users have selected and 
configure the base pad to work with that preset. 
All of the presets for the overlays are customisable 
and can be edited to your heart’s content. There is 
support for Max/MSP protocol so users can explore 
the possibilities within this realm.
The various overlays (of which you’re invited to 
purchase) are made out of a textured silicone which 
gives the user a more tactile feedback than if they 
were using a basic touchscreen device, and this is 
what gives the Morph an advantage. The overlays 
attach to the base pad via magnetic strips and fit 
snugly in place. As you press down on the particular 

MORPHING INTO SHAPE 
Sensel’s Morph Control Surface lets users shape the way they use it

SENSEL MORPH CONTROL 
SURFACE 
£209 Base unit
£30 Individual overlays
£50 Buchla overlay
• sensel.com

BUILD QUALITY   8.0
EASE OF USE   8.0 
FEATURES   8.0 
VALUE FOR MONEY    8.0 
SOUND QUALITY   N/A

 HYPE 
A really versatile control 
surface that is equally at home 
on the road or in the studio.

 GRIPE 
Some might not like the feel 
and action of the overlays.

Sensel has made a unique and 
user-friendly control surface 
that covers a lot of bases and 
can be used in a variety of 
situations.

VERDICT 8/10

AT A GLANCE

Words: MICK WILSON

Thunder overlay is a fun and interesting way to 
explore playing your virtual or modular hardware 
synths (which can be done via Expert Sleepers FH-2 
USB MIDI to CV Eurorack module).

Outside of the obvious music production side of 
things, the Morph also makes for a great portable 
QWERTY keyboard with the Keyboard overlay, and is 
very useful when connected via Bluetooth to your 
iOS or equivalent devices as well as Windows and 
Mac products. There is also a Video Editing overlay, 
so you can see where we are going with this — as 
long as Sensel keep providing overlays, the Morph 
can happily be a futureproof little bit of kit. And 
just as we thought that was the end, Sensel 
actually provide an Innovator’s overlay, where 
users can draw their own custom layouts on paper 
and use them in conjunction with the base pad — a 
simple but effective way to allow the Morph to be 
used in whatever situation a user desires.
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