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HOME GENERALIZATION 
ACTIVITIES

Why generalization? A behavioral definition of generalization is 
the “occurrence of relevant behavior under different non-training 
conditions”.22 In other words, it is the process by which learning 

from one situation is transferred to different situations. For children 
who have ASD/GD, smooth transfer of learning from the school 

setting to any other setting is often difficult, and requires structured 
practice with different individuals and stimuli. In the following 

pages, the “Letters to Home” describe each week’s global target, the 
behavioral objective, a specific definition of the skill, and an activity. 

We encourage you to send these letters home with your students 
every Friday, before starting the next week’s lesson. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK EI1 - ATTENDS TO ADULT’S FACE

• Behavioral Objective: The children will look at the general direction of the 
adult’s face. 

• Definition: Children look at the general direction of the adult’s face.  
Note: eye contact is unnecessary. 

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITY: Peek-A-BooTM

The game Peek-A-Boo is a fun and motivating game to play with your child in 
the home setting to work on the skill of attending to your face. What’s wonderful 
about this game is that you can play it anywhere, anytime! To play with your 
child, it’s best to position your face closely in front of your child’s face. Look and 
smile at your child. Once you have his/her attention, slowly bring your hands to 
your eyes, wait a few seconds, and then uncover your eyes while saying, “peek-
a-boo!” If your child is still looking at you, reinforce by giving tickles or hugs or 
kisses! Pair the social praise with specific language that reinforces the target 
behavior (e.g., “Good looking!”). Continue to engage by covering then uncovering 
your eyes for a few more rounds. 

JUMP BACK >
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK EI2 - SMILES RESPONSIVELY

• Behavioral Objective: Children will smile responsively. 
• Definition: Children imitate adult’s smile.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITY: If You’re Happy and You Know It
Songs are often very motivating for children. For this week, we want to embed 
the target skill into a familiar song. Similar to last week, you can work on this 
skill anywhere! Just make sure you are close to and facing your child. Start by 
introducing the activity (e.g., “Let’s sing happy and you know!”). Begin singing the 
song. Singing joyously can be very helpful in increasing motivation to engage. 
When you get to the verse “clap your hands,” replace with “do this and smile!” 
This way, you’re modeling the target skill and giving a verbal prompt. Hold your 
smile until your child responds with his/her own smile, preferably with eye 
contact. Continue until you’ve finished the song. Remember to reinforce! You can 
do so by saying, “Pretty smile!” or “Love that smile!” 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK EI3 - ORIENTING TO ADULTS

• Behavioral Objective: Children will orient their bodies toward an adult.
• Definition: Children look at and position their shoulders parallel to the 

adult.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITY: Watch Me Game
Unlike the previous generalization activities, this week’s target skill can be 
integrated into other activities. The goal is for your child to look at you as you 
approach him or her. For instance, if you’re holding a preferred food, tell your 
child to “watch me!” Then approach your child in a funny manner (e.g., taking 
large steps, hopping like a bunny, slowly walking)—this will entice your child to 
maintain attention on you. Once you approach, you can give him/her the food 
item. Access to the item is a natural reinforcer for the skill. Feel free to add 
social praise (e.g., “You did it! You watched me!” paired with tickles). You can 
also do this with toys during free play or with a towel after bath time. Try to 
ensure that your child keeps his/her body facing you while you approach. You 
can provide an additional verbal prompt if your child loses attention. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK EI4 - REGARDS SELF, IDENTIFIES SELF IN MIRROR, AND 
SMILES RESPONSIVELY

• Behavioral Objective: Children will notice their own reflection in the mirror.
• Definition: Children look at their reflection in the mirror by pointing and 

smiling. 

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITY: Mirror Smiley Face
A fun and easy way to work on this skill at home is to integrate practice into 
your bath/shower routines. After you give your child a shower or bath, let the hot 
water run a bit. This will steam your mirrors. Bring your child to the mirror and 
make sure that s/he can see his/her own reflection. In the mirror, draw a happy 
face with your finger. Then tell your child, “Look, it’s a happy face!” Once your 
child looks at the happy face, tell him/her, “Smile!” Once s/he smiles at his/her 
own reflection, reinforce (e.g., “Good looking and smiling!”). Do this a few times 
each bath time!
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK EI5 - ATTENDING TO DISTRESS

• Behavioral Objective: Children will notice an adult’s distress. 
• Definition: Children notice the adult’s distress by disengaging from 

own activity and looking at the adult vocalizing distress. Language is 
unnecessary.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Dropping Objects
This week, you’ll have to put on your acting hat! During any familiar activity 
(e.g., meal time, bath time, walks in the community), drop something onto the 
floor. Then dramatically state, “Oh no! I dropped (object)!” paired with a sad 
expression. Make sure you are looking directly at your child, and hold for a 
moment. The goal is for your child to shift his/her attention to you, or if s/he is 
already looking at you, look for a shift in emotion or a gentle touch. Once your 
child notices your distress, resolve the situation by stating, “I’m okay. Thanks for 
looking!” paired with a happy expression. Continue with the original activity. Do 
this a few times across multiple activities. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK EI6 - NOTICING ADULTS

• Behavioral Objective: Children will notice when an adult enters the room.
• Definition: Children orient their bodies and look at the general direction of 

the adult entering the room.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Who’s Here?
An easy and natural way to work on this skill is when people return home from 
being out. For instance, if a parent comes home around 6 pm, have your child 
engage in preferred toys/activities near the front door a few minutes before the 
parent walks in. The parent should announce, “I’m home!” If your child does not 
orient independently, you can move your child’s shoulders toward, then point to, 
the parent. Once your child orients (with or without support), reinforce! You can 
say, “You found (parent name)! Nice looking!” Continue daily. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK EI7 - RESPONDING TO NAME

• Behavioral Objective: Children will orient toward an adult when their name 
is called.

• Definition: Children orient to the adult calling their names by looking in the 
general direction of the adult and/or gesturing. 

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Community Walks
You can practice this skill while you walk out with your child! The walks can be 
very short (e.g., walking to your car from the market) or long (e.g., walking to the 
park). During this time, make sure that your child is walking next to you. You can 
do this by holding hands. After taking a few steps, call your child’s name. The 
goal is for your child to shift his/her gaze to you. If s/he does so independently, 
great! Reinforce by saying, “You heard your name!” or “You looked when I called 
your name!” If your child does not respond to his/her name, stop walking, get 
down to his/her eye level, and bring his/her hand to your eyes. This can be very 
effective in drawing your child’s attention to your eyes. If ineffective, don’t worry! 
Gently place a finger on your child’s chin and move toward your face. Once your 
child looks at you, reinforce. Continue to practice this skill during all walks. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK EI8 - INSTRUMENTAL GESTURES: REACHING

• Behavioral Objective: Children will reach for desired stimuli with one hand.
• Definition: Children reach with one hand for desired stimuli placed in front 

of them, just out of reach. Language is unnecessary.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Withholding Items
This week, the goal is to introduce gestures as a mode of communication. 
Think of this “reach” gesture as a nonverbal request to get something. Think 
about all the ways you can integrate this into the home setting! For parents, the 
hardest part is the withholding. The easiest way to practice this skill is to hold 
onto the desired item. If you know your child wants the item, s/he will very likely 
grab or reach for the item. Once s/he does, reinforce! For instance, you can say, 
“Nice reaching!” then immediately give the item to your child. You can do this 
during snack, during play time with toys, or during screen time. It is important 
to remember that the withheld item must be something your child wants at that 
time. This will motivate your child to demonstrate the skill. Of course, if your 
child needs help, provide support by modeling a reach or physically prompting 
the reach. If your child is doing well with the reach, increase your expectations 
by having your child look at you while s/he reaches. Integrate this skill in various 
activities throughout the week. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK EI9 - INSTRUMENTAL GESTURES: UP

• Behavioral Objective: Children will gesture “up” to access desired stimuli 
placed out of reach.

• Definition: Children gesture “up” by lifting both arms towards a desired 
stimuli placed high on a shelf, just out of reach. Language is unnecessary.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Placing Items High
This week’s gesture focuses on the request “up.” Place desired items high up on 
a shelf or on the top shelf of the refrigerator. You may need to make your child 
aware of the high placement. Do so by taking your child to the refrigerator and 
say, “Look, your (preferred object) is up there! If you want it, tell me ‘up’” while 
modeling the up gesture. Help your child demonstrate the gesture. Once s/he 
does, reinforce by lifting your child up so s/he can grab the desired object. Allow 
your child to play/eat the desired object. Once your child is independent with the 
“up” gesture, increase expectations by having your child make eye contact too. 
Plan to do this at least twice per day!
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
 TARGET SKILL: WEEK EI10 - INITIATING COMMUNICATION: TAP TAP

• Behavioral Objective: Children will initiate before making a request.
• Definition: Children notice that the adult is not attending to them as 

evidenced by tapping the arm of the adult then waiting without speaking 
until addressed by the adult (e.g., “Yes John?”).

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Opening Doors
A motivating way to work on this skill is to do it before entering or exiting various 
rooms. When you and your child reach a closed door, turn your head away and 
extend your arm toward your child. The goal is for your child to tap your arm 
to gain your attention. If s/he taps your extended arm, great! Go ahead and 
acknowledge the initiation by saying, “Yes (name)?” or “Oh hey! What do you 
want?” At this point, you can work on requesting skills by having your child 
request to go outside, leave the room, or to explicitly open the door. Provide 
as much support as needed and don’t forget to reinforce (e.g., “I like how you 
tapped!”). Once your child is independently tapping, work on having your child 
make eye contact too. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK EI11 - INTERACTING WITH ADULTS: GIVING TO 
REQUEST

• Behavioral Objective: Children will give a toy to an adult in order to request 
for help.

• Definition: Children hand a hard-to-open object to the adult while looking 
at the adult. Language is unnecessary.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Opening Containers 
As noted previously, access to preferred objects and foods are often great 
motivators for our children! To ensure motivation, place preferred toys or snacks 
into containers that your child cannot independently open (e.g., zip lock bags, 
screw-top jars). Give that container to your child. If necessary, help your child 
notice the item in the container by shaking the item or saying, “Look, your 
(object) is inside! Here you go!” Your child is expected to struggle. If your child 
spontaneously gives you the container, great! Open the container and allow your 
child to play/eat the item. If you child continues to struggle with the container, 
you can say, “I can help! Give to me.” If necessary, use hand-over-hand prompting 
to help your child give the container to you. Even if you helped your child, 
reinforce then give him/her an opportunity to play with/eat the item. Replicate 
this activity with various items. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK EI12 - INTERACTING WITH ADULTS: FOLLOWING A 
POINT, POINTING TO REQUEST 

• Behavioral Objective: Children will follow the adult’s point and request a 
proximal object by pointing. 

• Definition: Children point to a desired object placed near child.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Reading Books
You can work on these skills (i.e., point to request and following your point) with 
books. If there is a book your child loves, withhold the book and ask, “What do 
you want to read?” Your child should point to the book. If your child does not 
point by him/herself, physically shape your child’s hand to point towards the 
book. Reinforce by saying, “That book? Nice pointing!” After you and your child 
are comfortably seated, start reading the book. To work on the skill of your child 
following a proximal point, you can point to the illustrations and say, “Look, it’s 
(label).” When you do so, make sure your child shifts his/her gaze to the picture 
you’re pointing to, and reinforce! You can say, “Nice looking!” or “There it is!” 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK EI13 - INTERACTING WITH INSTRUMENTAL  
GESTURES – POINT TO MAKE A CHOICE

• Behavioral Objective: Children will learn to request a distal object by 
pointing. 

• Definition: Children point to preferred object when placed next to another 
object.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Withholding Items
Similar to last week where the target skill focuses on gestures to request, you 
want to withhold items to provide an opportunity to work on pointing to make 
a choice. This means that you are offering options to your child, from which s/
he can choose. For example, during snack, you can say, “It’s time to eat! What 
do you want?” and hold up two snack options. We want your child to look at his/
her options, then make a choice by pointing to the one s/he wants. If your child 
points independently, awesome! Reinforce the point by saying, “Nice showing 
me!” and give the item to your child. Given previous lessons, your child should, at 
the very least, be able to reach/grab for the preferred item. Once s/he reaches, 
this is when you want to help by physically forming the point. Again, reinforce! 
You can embed this skill during a coloring activity with different colors of 
crayons, during play time with different toys, during sensory time with different 
activities (e.g., modeling dough, kinetic sand), or during bath time with different 
bath toys. The opportunities are endless! 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK JAC1 - CONVENTIONAL GESTURES: “I DID IT!”

• Behavioral Objective: To nonverbally share/communicate pride in 
achievement after completion of an activity with an adult.

• Definition: Children lift both arms at a 90° angle, at each side with closed 
fists, while looking at adult.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Gross Motor Activities
A fun way to target this skill is to embed it in simple gross motor activities. 
Give your child a gross motor instruction (e.g., run, jump, slide down). After your 
child completes the action, model the gesture and prompt your child to say, “I 
did it!” For example, if you’re at the park, you can say, “Go down the slide.” Run 
to the base of the slide before your child slides down. After your child slides 
down, say, “Amazing! Tell me, ‘I did it!’” while modeling the gesture. If your child 
independently imitates the language and gesture, reinforce by saying, “That’s 
right! Good job telling me, ‘I did it!’” If your child needs support, go ahead and 
provide physical support to form the gesture. For this activity to be successful, 
make sure to select gross motor skills that are easy for your child. This will 
reduce frustration and increase motivation. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK JAC2 - CONVENTIONAL GESTURES: HIGH FIVE

• Behavioral Objective: To nonverbally share/communicate pride in 
achievement after completion of an activity with an adult.

• Definition: Children lift one arm bent at the elbow at a 90° angle, with palm 
open facing the adult, while looking at adult.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Gross Motor Activities
This week, continue with the same gross motor activities from last week. The 
greatest benefit of repeating the same activities but with different social targets 
is teaching your child that s/he can vary his/her social communication with 
others. So instead of modeling “I did it!” this week, go ahead and raise your hand 
to receive the high five gesture from your child after the gross motor action is 
completed. Once s/he gives you the high five, reinforce by saying, “Wow, that’s a 
great high five!” If your child needs physical support to give the high five, provide 
the prompt, then reinforce. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK JAC3 - CONVENTIONAL GESTURES: THUMBS UP

• Behavioral Objective: Children will learn to use the “thumbs up” gesture to 
affirm a direction given to them (i.e., to nonverbally communicate “okay”). 

• Definition: Children lift one arm bent at the elbow at a 90° angle, with a 
thumbs up posture toward adult, while looking at adult.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Dance Time
This week, you can embed the target skill during dance time. Select any song 
your child enjoys. Introduce the activity by saying, “It’s dance time, okay!” 
followed by a model of the thumbs up gesture. If your child imitates your thumbs 
up, great! Reinforce by saying, “Nice job telling me, ‘okay’” paired with the thumbs 
up again. If s/he needs support, shape his/her hand to the thumbs up gesture 
then reinforce and start the music. Allow your child to dance for a minute. 
Dramatically stop the music, but make it fun by saying, “Freeze!” Ask your 
child, “Should I turn on the music?” Hopefully your child will say or indicate yes. 
Respond by saying, “okay!” with a thumbs up gesture. Help your child respond by 
gesturing with the thumbs up again. Turn on the music and dance! Continue this 
cycle for a few more turns. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK JAC4 - CONVENTIONAL GESTURES: WAVE

• Behavioral Objective: Children will use the wave gesture to initiate a 
greeting to or respond to a greeting from an adult.

• Definition: Children lift one arm bent at the elbow at a 90° angle, with palm 
open facing adult, with side-to-side motion, while looking at adult. 

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Hello Song
The goal this week is for your child to initiate a wave (as in to say hello). To work 
on this skill, you and your child will be singing the “Hello Song.” This is a song 
that is often taught in preschool and early elementary school settings. If you 
don’t know the melody, no problem. Just create one! The lyrics are as follows: 
Hello (child). Hello (child). Hello (child). I’m glad you came to (activity). At the 
beginning of a new activity (e.g., play time, meal time, bath time, park time), sing 
the song with your child. Just fill in your child’s name and the activity’s name in 
the blanks. You also want to make sure s/he is waving during the song. To do 
so, go ahead and model the wave. If necessary provide physical support to your 
child. After completing the song, reinforce by saying, “I love how you waved!” 
and proceed with the activity (e.g., bath time). It may be easiest to focus on one 
activity (e.g., bath time) through the week. That way, you will have created a 
routine and expectations are established. Importantly, prompt and reinforce a 
wave by your child at any incidental greeting. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK JAD1 THROUGH JAD4 - POINTS (PROXIMAL) FOR 
JOINT ATTENTION

• Behavioral Objective: Children will learn to point to proximal items to share 
attention with an adult.

• Definition: Children extend their index finger toward a shared object/
activity placed nearby, then shift gaze from the object to adult.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Community Walks - Proximal
To work on proximal points for joint attention, simply go on walks in your 
community—or if you have a backyard with equipment or a garden, you can work 
on this skill there too. “Proximal” means close by. Therefore, this week’s goal 
is for your child to point to an object that is close to your child (i.e., within three 
feet) in his/her environment in order to show you the item. This is different from 
previous lesson where the target was for your child to point to gain access to an 
item. During your walk in the community, approach an object (e.g., flower). Ask 
your child, “Where’s the flower? Show me!” Help your child form a point to the 
flower by modeling the point. If your child imitates your point, great! Reinforce 
the show by saying, “There’s the flower! Nice showing me.” If your child needs 
a stronger prompt, provide physical support by guiding your child’s hand to the 
flower and shaping the point. Don’t forget to reinforce! Once your child begins 
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to display the point more independently, work on pairing eye contact. After your 
child points (hopefully by him/herself), gesture toward your own eyes. The goal 
is for your child to follow your gesture to your eyes, thereby making eye contact. 
Reinforce the eye contact (e.g., “Nice looking at me!”). Target this skill many 
times during each walk this week. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEKS JAD5 THROUGH JAD8 - POINTS (DISTAL) FOR JOINT 
ATTENTION

• Behavioral Objective: Children will learn to point to distal items to share 
attention with an adult.

• Definition: Children extend an index finger toward shared object/activity 
placed more than three feet away, then shift gaze from object to adult.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Community Walks – Distal
As with the previous weeks’ targets, the goal this week is to continue working on 
pointing to show an item with your child. Unlike before, the goal is for your child 
to show you items that are placed “distally” or far away from you and your child 
(more than three feet away). During your walks, ask your child to show the items 
in his/her environment that are far away. Prompt as necessary. And of course, 
reinforce! Your child may be able to point to show you items without your verbal 
instruction (i.e., “Where’s the [object]? Show me!”), this is wonderful! Work to 
remove the instruction and keep reinforcing. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEKS JAD9 THROUGH JAD12 - SHOWS (PROXIMAL) FOR 
JOINT ATTENTION

• Behavioral Objective: Children will learn to show items to share attention 
with an adult.

• Definition: Children extend an arm toward an adult while holding an object, 
while looking at the adult.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Sensory/Tactile Activities
This activity is best done in a sitting position, at a table. Prepare sensory stimuli 
(e.g., modeling dough, kinetic sand, modeling clay, and dry beans are some 
examples of sensory mediums for this activity). Containing the materials in a 
large tray or bucket is helpful for the clean-up afterward. You also want to gather 
several small and safe objects (e.g., toys) to hide inside the stimuli. Allow your 
child to play with the sensory material freely for a minute or so. Then prompt 
him/her to “Show me the (hidden toy)!” The goal is for your child to pull a toy 
out and extend his/her arm toward you, while looking at you. Of course, provide 
prompts as necessary to support the “show” gesture. Immediately reinforce the 
target skill by saying, “I see it! Great showing!” Allow your child to again freely 
play with the sensory material. Continue this pattern many more times. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK JAD13 THROUGH JAD14 - LEADS A PERSON TO SHOW

• Behavioral Objective: The child will lead an adult toward an item/object to 
share attention using a point and/or show gesture.

• Definition: Children take the hand of the adult, lead the adult to the shared 
item, then either 1) extend an index finger toward the item or 2) pick up the 
item and extend the arm toward the adult, while looking at the adult.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: The Finding Game
For this and next week, you will be adding one additional piece to the point/show 
to share skills practiced during the last few weeks. Specifically, you want your 
child to take your hand and lead you to the object s/he wants to share with you. 
For example, if there’s something cool happening on TV, your child should find 
you, take your hand, and lead you to the TV to show you. To practice this skill 
at home, play a finding game. You will need a list of items to find (and to cross 
off after finding each one) and a bucket for the found items. Hold hands with 
your child and state, “I need your help! Find the (item).” While walking toward the 
item you can say, “Walk walk walk” and when you approach the item say, “point.” 
Reinforce by saying, “Thanks for taking me and showing the (item)!” Cross the 
found item off of your list and have your child place the item into the bucket 
for found items. Once your child becomes more independent, begin to pair eye 
contact by gesturing to your own eyes. Play this finding game a few times each 
week!
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK BP1 - PARALLEL AND BEGINNING PARALLEL AWARE
The majority of activities in this section will require one other peer or sibling. 
If necessary, an adult can stand in as a “peer.” Note that the activities below 
are written for children who use at minimum single words. Modify the language 
targets to be consistent with your child’s abilities. For example, if your child is 
using an AAC device, integrate that! If s/he is using sign language or gestures, 
integrate those. 

• Behavioral Objective: Children will engage in parallel and beginning 
parallel aware play. 

• Definition: Children play in close proximity to peers with similar toys 
(Parallel Play) and identify peers when prompted (Beginning Parallel Aware 
Play).

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Modified Simon Says
This week, the goal is for children to stick together while engaging in the same 
activity. No other interactions are necessary. To practice this skill, play a game of 
“Simon Says” while the children hold hands. For example, tell the children, “Let’s 
play Mommy/Daddy Says! (Child 1) and (Child 2), touch the TV.” Stay close to 
the children to ensure that they keep holding hands, then find and touch the TV. 
Though following through with the instruction is important for reinforcement, 
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emphasize staying together (e.g., “I like how you found the TV together! You 
stayed together. Yay!”). Continue playing the game a few more times. Once the 
children understand the game, add peer identification to the target skill. Do so 
by asking each child, “Who are you playing with?” paired with a point to the peer. 
Each child should be able to communicate his/her peer’s name. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK BP2 - BEGINNING PARALLEL AWARE PLAY: ONLOOKING

• Behavioral Objective: Children will engage in parallel aware play by 
onlooking. 

• Definition: Children watch peers during play. Eye contact is not necessary.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Dance Time
This week, the children are working on watching peers during off turns. So, if 
John and Julie are playing together, John is required to watch Julie when it’s her 
turn and vice versa. A fun way to work on this skill is to integrate music. To begin, 
tell the children that “It’s dance time! When it’s your turn, stand and dance. When 
it’s not your turn, sit and cheer!” Select a child to dance first, and turn on the 
music. While sitting on the floor with the other child, instruct him/her to “watch 
(child)!” while pointing to the dancing child. Whenever the sitting child’s attention 
drifts, provide the verbal prompt again. If the sitting child is independent with 
watching, wonderful! Integrate fun cheering (e.g., “Go (child), go!”). Reinforce the 
onlooking (e.g., “I like how you’re watching your friend!”). Continue for a minute 
and switch roles. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK BP3 - PARALLEL AWARE PLAY: IMPROVING 
ATTENTION/FOCUS ON PEERS

• Behavioral Objective: Children will engage in parallel aware play. 
• Definition: Children play near a peer with similar toys while showing clear 

acknowledgement of the peer (i.e., eye contact, looking at peer).

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Doot Doot Song
This week, we want to continue focusing on peer awareness. To do so, have the 
children and other family members sit in a circle. Each person should hold/wear 
a preferred item (e.g., sunglasses, funny hat, sticker on face, etc.). Introduce the 
activity by saying, “Let’s sing the doot doot song!” To the tune of Baby Shark, 
sing the following: 

Look at (name) doot doot, doot, doot 
Point at (name) doot doot, doot, doot
He’s got (item) doot doot, doot, doot

Every person should look and point to the person who is being sung about. 
Remember, the sillier the items, the more motivating this song is! Emphasize 
looking in your reinforcement (e.g., “I like how everyone’s looking so nicely!”). 
Continue until each person has had a chance to be sung about. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK BP4 - PARALLEL AWARE PLAY: CLEAR 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF OTHERS

• Behavioral Objective: Children will improve parallel aware play by 
continuing to develop attention, eye contact, and sustained awareness. 

• Definition: Children will imitate peers.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Modified Ring around the Rosie
This week, we continue strengthening parallel aware skills. Have the children 
stand while holding hands together. Tell the children, “Let’s play Ring around the 
Rosie! When it’s your turn, you pick. When it’s not your turn, watch your friend 
and do same.” The lyrics have been modified to the following:

Ring around the Rosie,
Pocket full of posies,
Looking, Looking 
(Child) do (e.g., jiggle, jump)!

Have the children begin singing and walking in a circle. At the end of the song 
(i.e., “Looking, looking, we all _____!”), prompt the first child to do an action. If s/
he struggles, provide choices of different motor actions. Have the second child 
watch and imitate the first child’s action. Reinforce the second child for watching 
and imitating the first child. Sing the song a few more times and switch roles. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK BP5 THROUGH BP9 - SIMPLE INTERACTIONS: GIVING 
FOR SIMPLE SOCIAL PLAY

• Behavioral Objective: Children will learn to give items to peers during 
simple social activities.

• Definition: Children request from peers, pass items with simple social 
language and eye contact, and watch peers to select the same item.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Snack Time
For the next five weeks, you will be targeting simple interactions between 
children, specifically the act of giving to peers. Each week, skills become more 
complex as they relate to social language and responding to peer’s requests. A 
natural way to work on these skills is to embed during snack time. See below for 
details:

BP5: Giving with eye contact. Set up snack time as you normally would, but 
place the snack items just out of reach of the children. Have the children sit 
across from each other. Hand the first child a snack item and say, “Give to (child 
2).” After giving, reinforce child 1 (e.g., “Nice job giving to (child 2)!”). Before child 
2 starts eating, give child 2 another snack item and instruct, “Give to (child 1).” 
Again, reinforce child 2 for giving. Make sure each child coordinates eye contact 
as they pass. You can do so by pointing to the receiving child. Once each child 
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has a snack, give them time to eat! When the time is right, continue with the 
instructions to give until snack time is over. 

BP6 & 7: Giving with social language and eye contact. For these two weeks, 
continue with the structure of BP5. However, you want to integrate social 
language. Specifically, we want children to say “here” or “here (child)” as they 
are passing. For BP6, focus on the child mastering the social language. In BP7, 
expect that children pair eye contact with their social language. 

BP8: Giving from several options with social language and eye contact. During 
the last three weeks, you were selecting the specific snack item that each child 
gave to his/her peer. This week, each child can select the snack item s/he will 
pass to his peer. To structure this, you will need to specifically instruct the child 
to “Pick a snack and give to (child).” For some children, having too many options 
may be overwhelming. That’s an easy fix! Just reduce the field to two items. Of 
course, as the child is passing, make sure s/he is giving with social language 
(e.g., “here”) and eye contact! 

BP9: Giving after a peer requests with social language and eye contact. This 
final week in this series focuses on each child listening to his/her peer’s request, 
then following through with the give. Ask child 1, “Tell (child 2) what you want!” 
After child 1 makes his/her request, instruct child 2, “Get (snack) and give to 
(child 1).” Provide support as necessary! Don’t forget to have each child pass 
with eye contact and social language. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as 
beginning peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly 
and developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall 
motivation to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can 
be easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the 
behavioral objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK BP10 - INTERACTION WITH OTHER CHILDREN: GIVING 
AFTER CALLING PEER’S NAME

• Behavioral Objective: Children will engage in simple interactions with 
peers by giving an item after his/her name is called.

• Definition: Children will call out a peer’s name, respond to a peer’s name 
call, make eye contact with the peer, and give items to the peer. 

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Balloon Volleyball
The goal this week is to integrate several previously-targeted skills! It’s a great 
way to ensure that skills are being maintained. One fun activity to introduce is 
balloon volleyball. You will need a balloon that’s been inflated and tied. You and 
the children can sit on the floor, in a triangle formation. Introduce the skill by 
stating, “Let’s play volleyball! In this game, you hit the balloon with your hands 
like this!” and model a hit. Then say, “It’s my turn. (child 1)!” Child 1 should look 
at you. Then say, “Here you go!” and hit the balloon to child 1, who can catch 
the balloon. Have child 1 return the balloon to you in the same way by calling 
your name (e.g., grandma, daddy), looking at you, the hitting the ball toward you. 
Once you catch the balloon, reinforce by saying, “I like how you called my name 
and looked at me. Thanks!” Repeat these steps with the second child. By the 
third rotation of steps, have the children pass back and forth to one another. 
Once children demonstrate improvement with calling names and looking, begin 
integrating social language (e.g., “here” or “here (name)”). 

JUMP BACK >



HOME GENERALIZATIONS ACTIVITIES  480

THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as beginning 
peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly and 
developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall motivation 
to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can be 
easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the behavioral 
objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK BP11 - SHARING DIVISIBLE ITEMS

• Behavioral Objective: Children will pass out toys to more than one peer. 
• Definition: Children will pass out toys of the same type to multiple peers with 

eye contact and social language. 

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Family Helper
This week, have your child be your helper. Once or twice per day, have your child 
help set up for an activity by passing out the needed items. Keep in mind that 
the key to this week’s goal is for your child to pass items to multiple people. For 
example, on Monday, your child can be the dinner helper. S/he can pass out utensils 
to each person at the table. Instruct your child by saying, “Give (utensil) to (person). 
Now give to (person).” While your child is passing, make sure that s/he looks at 
each person and says, “Here (name).” Reinforce your child for giving and using 
language. Other helper activities can include: delivering clean laundry to family 
members, handing toys to family members before play time starts, passing out 
snacks, etc. 
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THINGS TO DO AT HOME
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As you may know, we are working daily to strengthen your child’s early social 
behaviors, nonverbal and verbal social communication skills, as well as beginning 
peer engagement skills. We are targeting these skills in child-friendly and 
developmentally-appropriate ways to increase engagement and overall motivation 
to learn! 

Practicing at home with family and friends is a critical component to children’s 
learning. That’s why we are sending weekly homework with an activity that can be 
easily implemented at home. Each week, you will find the target skill, the behavioral 
objective, the definition of the target skill, and one activity. 

We encourage you to practice the activity daily and attend to the skill throughout 
your day!

This week, work on: 
TARGET SKILL: WEEK BP12 - EXPRESSIVE OWNERSHIP

• Behavioral Objective: Children will verbally assert ownership over an item. 
• Definition: Children will express ownership upon seeing a toy as their own by 

saying, “That’s mine!” and requesting from peers.

GENERALIZATION ACTIVITIES: Clean-Up Game
The goal this week is for your child to identify his/her objects by stating, “That’s 
mine” with eye contact. Every child is requested to clean up his/her own space 
daily. Why not use this time to work on social language? Introduce the activity by 
saying, “It’s time to clean up!” Then hold up a toy and ask, “Whose toy is this!” Your 
child should respond, “That’s mine” with eye contact. Initially, s/he will need you 
to model the full phrase. Once s/he imitates the verbal model, reinforce by saying, 
“Nice job telling me, ‘that’s mine’! Here you go” and give the toy to your child. Then 
help him/her place the item where it belongs (e.g., in a cubby, on the shelf, etc.). 
Continue working on the skill until the area is tidied. To generalize to other children, 
have siblings or cousins help by replicating the activity! 
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