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Dear BOH friends and family,

After an incredible year of expansion and a new 
program launch in 2013, we entered 2014 asking the 
question “How can we continue to improve our pro-
grams?”  We have continued to collaborate with our 

to seek sustainable solutions to poverty and to further 
empower widows and orphans in the villages of 
Namagera, Bubugo, and Nakakulwe.

Stateside, we launched our “One Less for One More” campaign with the goal of demon-

people across oceans and continents to learn and grow from each other.  We have 

can be impacted through them.

None of what we do would be possible without your generous contributions, our 

California.  The challenges of poverty are very real, but we look forward with hope and 
eager anticipation to see communities transformed, both locally and globally.  We are 
humbled and grateful to be a small part of this life-changing work.  Thank YOU for your 
partnership as we enter 2015 with vision and purpose.    

With gratitude,

Allison Butin, President

Letter From the 
President

discuss how to make BSSP’s second year even better. We welcomed 14 new students to 
the program, as well as 3 University students, for a total of 47 students in 2014. It is an 
amazing opportunity to be able to partner with students and families and see their 

to ensure their academic success, emotional and social wellness, and spiritual growth. 

We are continually amazed by the skill and dedication that goes into each piece the 
women create.



Our Story and Mission

Our story is one of inspiration, hope, and faith.  Our organization wasn’t born from a perfect business 
plan or years of planning.  It was born out of an inspiring hope that forever left its imprint on our 
hearts and caused the course of our lives to change as a result.  That hope, was the hope of our 
women in Uganda.  It is a deep seeded hope that does not relect the challenges of their daily lives.  It 
is a hope that overcomes seemingly hopeless circumstances.  It is a hope that makes the impossible, 
possible.  It is a hope that changes everything.  And it is from this very hope that our organization gets 
its name.  “Because of Hope” means “because of their hope.”  We exist as an organization because of 
the inspiring hope of our women.  The name of our founders isn’t important.  Our college degree titles 

aren’t important.  It is our women who are important.  And it is their hope that is important.  

To every donor that has given, every customer that has purchased, every intern or individual who has 
volunteered, you have added to the lasting impact of their hope.  Thank you for writing yourselves into 
this story!  The ending has yet to be written, but as we press forward, we get to hope that, regarding 

the sustainable empowerment of our women and their children, the ending will read: “It is inished.” 



This year BOH grew in ways we could have never dreamed of! With programs being 
launched, and existing efforts expanding, 2014 was a monumental year for BOH. We’re 

so excited to announce that in 2014 we expanded our BOH Student Scholarship Program 
and added university and vocational students. These students will pursue degrees in 

engineering, teaching, and more! We’re so proud of these new students. 

Additionally, our Beads Project rapidly expanded. Our women created new designs, and 
our production techniques were tweaked to ensure consistency in style and construction. As 
our beads improved, BOH was able to reach a whole new customer base. BOH beads are 

now available in several stores in the southern California area, with new sales
opportunities coming in 2015! 

Finally, in 2014 BOH laid the foundation for a new Agricultural Program . This program is 
designed to assist our women in the farming and cultivation of their land. An agricultural 

program director will advise these women, and ensure the success of their agricultural 
pursuits!

We so appreciate all the support during 2014, and can’t wait to see what 2015 has in store 
for BOH!

Highlights of 2O14



The Beads Project
This last year, our Beads Project has seen some 
exciting developments.  At the beginning of the 
year, we were able to hire a new Program Advisor 
in Uganda who helped coordinate the women in 
the program.  This led to improvements in the 
production process of the jewelry and allowed for 
new jewelry designs to be produced.  This also 
provided additional support to the women, and many 
of the women have experienced deeper community 
with fellow members, providing much needed 
encouragement in their daily lives.  In 2014, we were 
able to order 50% more jewelry from the women, 
greatly increasing their income from the Beads 
Project!  So to everyone who purchased the women’s 
jewelry, thank you for supporting them in their work!

In the U.S., BOH participated in some new events 
to further expand our sales of the women’s jewelry. 
As a result, we saw an overall increase in sales of 
32%.  We also expanded to selling in a few local 
retailers in the Santa Barbara area.  We are thankful 
for the support of Vices and Spices, the Goleta 
Jewelry Mart, and Design Alternatives and their 
generous support of our women!  We look forward to 
continuing to expand our retail partners in 2015.



BOH Student Scholarship
 Program

In 2014, we are proud to report that we accepted 17 new students to the BOH Student Scholarship 
Program (BSSP) and offered a total of 47 scholarships.  The program saw exciting developments 
this year, as we expanded scholarship opportunities to include vocational and university levels for 

Administration, to Teaching, to Auto Mechanical Engineering.  Additionally, our 3 University students 
saw their dreams revitalized with scholarships to pursue degrees in Chemical Engineering, Teaching, 
and Development Studies.  These 3 students had all been previously accepted to universities but 
failed to attend due to a lack of funding.  BOH is thrilled to see their dreams become a reality thanks 

to the generous support of the McGrory Foundation!  

provided encouragement and support for our students.  In 2014, we have seen our students be 
top of their class and take on leadership roles like head boy.  To the McGory Foundation and our 
sponsors, thank you so much for helping make this possible!  Together, we are raising up leaders in 
the next generation in Uganda by providing an education and a strengthened support system for 

our students! Thank you for investing in our kids and for helping us break the cycle of poverty!  



BOH is excited to announce that we will be 
launching a new Agriculture Program with 
the women in 2015!  After much research and 
brainstorming with the Board of our Ugandan 

  dediced ew ,PACOW noitazinagro rentrap
that an Agriculture Program was an effective 

To structure our program, we will be using a 
resource that has been successfully used by 
several other agriculture programs in our area 
in Uganda.  Because most of the women we 
work with are farmers, this is an exciting step 
to help them improve their crop yields and the 
livelihood for them and their families.  We look 
forward to seeing the “fruit” that will come 

out of this program!  (Pun intended).

Coming in 2O15

next step in our mission toward sustainability.



Letter from the Treasurer
2014 was a year marked by stable revenue growth, 
some necessary increased expenses, and key prog-
ress for the future of the organization.

The McGrory Foundation continues to be a long-
term donor, once again providing grants of $32,000 
towards BSSP! We saw our donations (excluding 
grants) increase by over $3,300 and our jewelry 
sales increase by over $4,000*. As noted below, we 
have even more reason to expect continued growth 
in 2015. 

Expenses rose in 2014, primarily due to a salary 
paid to BOH’s executive director, Natalie Lemonnier. Since Natalie is a huge 
asset to BOH, we knew this was a necessary step for the organization to take. 
While this created a inancial challenge in 2014, we will reduce the inancial bur-
den on BOH in 2015 through support-raising.

Some key factors will certainly grow the organization in 2015. BOH will add a 
new board member during 2015 as well as add a BSSP Advisor and a Retail Co-
ordinator, who will raise their own support! The ability to add quality staff while 
minimizing BOH’s inancial responsibility is a huge blessing and a sign of contin-
ued growth for BOH.

Once again, we thank you for your continued prayers and support for our organi-
zation and for the wonderful women and children of Uganda.

Sincerely,

Jake Higgins, Treasurer

*2013 Donations (Excluding Grants): $9,992.80
2014 Donations (Excluding Grants): $13,341.45

2013 Jewelry Sales: $14,311.31
2014 Jewelry Sales: $18,470.76
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It should be noted that BOH purchased jewelry from the women in the 
Beads Program which is not reflected under program expenses but 
rather in the Cost of Goods Sold account and the Inventory account 
for accounting purposes.The majority of the amounts in these two 
accounts is directly related to the Beads Project. 



2014 has been a great year of progress 
for BOH.  We saw improvements in our 
Beads Project in Uganda and new sales 
opportunities for the women’s jewelry here 
in the U.S.  Our BOH Student Scholarship 
Program (BSSP) expanded to include 
scholarship opportunities at higher levels 
of education, never offered before.  And 
we were able to lay the foundation for the 
development of a new Agriculture Program 
to be launched in 2015.  

This is all largely due to the generous 
support of our donors and supporters.  We want to especially thank 
the McGrory Foundation for their support to BSSP and their funding to 
our University scholarships.  We also want to thank all of our individual 
donors who have given generously to sponsoring students and the 
development of our programs.  Your generous support has greatly 
contributed to our progress and success in 2014! 

We are excited to continue pressing forward and progressing in 
our mission toward sustainability in 2015.  With the addition of an 
Agriculture Program, we are thankful for the women to have access to 
agriculture training that can improve their livelihood and offer them a 
longterm means to provide for their families.  Our two current programs 
address the pillars of Income and Education, and we are excited to add 
Agriculture to this, as it has tremendous potential to overcome poverty 
and move toward sustainability in the lives of the women in Uganda.  

To all of our supporters, thank you for pioneering with us and investing 
in the lives of our women and children in Uganda!  We look forward to 
journeying with you into 2015!

Sincerely,

Natalie Lemonnier, Executive Director

Closing Remarks



Thank you for all your
 support!
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