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Because of Hope (BOH)

Incorporated

July 25, 2011

Dear Family, Friends, and Supporters,

2013 was a year of immense growth and new 
beginnings for BOH.  After wrapping up an 
incredible 2012, which included record-breaking 
jewelry sales and a successful campaign that 
raised enough money to send nearly 40 Ugandan 
students to school, we entered 2013 at full speed 
with enthusiasm and excitement.  

In January, we packed up and headed to Uganda 
to officially launch the BOH Student Scholarship 
Program (BSSP).  It was an amazing and humbling 
experience to see months of collaborative planning, brainstorming, and research come to fruition 
during the BSSP launch.  Thirty-eight students were selected for the program, 3 Ugandan staff 
members were hired, an office space was rented, and BSSP was officially on the ground in 
Uganda.  We are overjoyed at this opportunity to empower students through education, providing 
them with opportunities to break the cycle of poverty.  Not only are students able to attend school 
on a consistent basis, but they are also provided with mentorship from a BOH Coach to provide 
academic support, emotional and social support, and spiritual guidance.

Stateside, we saw our team grow from a handful of passionate grads to a team of about 15 
committed staff members and interns.  With a steady and continuous supply of manpower, BOH 
was able to continue to grow the Beads Project, attending events throughout southern California 
and marketing our online store to sell the unique jewelry that empowers widows in Uganda.  In 
addition, BOH was able to pursue new sources of funding, create a stronger presence within our 
community, and empower students in the U.S. to be a part of changing lives in Uganda.

We continue to develop our relationship with our partner organization, WOCAP, and are deeply 
grateful for their wisdom, innovation, humility, and desire to see their community transformed.  
Their work and dedication has continued to be a source of inspiration for the BOH team.

Your support, encouragement, and generosity has enabled BOH to explore new ways to empower 
widows and orphans in Uganda and further develop opportunities for community development 
within the villages of Namagera, Nakakulwe, and Bubugo.  We are sincerely grateful for your 
continued partnership as together we seek sustainable solutions to the problems of poverty.  With 
eyes on 2014, we are excited for what’s ahead and we hope you will continue to be a part of the 
story with us.

With sincere thanks,

Allison Butin
President

Letter from the President
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While Because of Hope was founded in 2011, our 
story started long before this when Natalie 
Lemonnier and Nikki Day ventured to Uganda in 
2009.  With hearts for Africa, the two girls went to 
volunteer in an orphanage, and in the process, 
formed a friendship with a Ugandan couple, Sam 
Mugoya and Cathie Amede, who were the 
founders of what would one day be BOH’s sister 
organization, Widows and Orphans Community 
Action Plan (WOCAP).  
After being forever changed and deeply inspired 
by the joy of the women in WOCAP, Natalie 
eventually felt moved to start a nonprofit in the 
U.S. to partner with them.  With the help of Nikki 
and Allison Butin, Because of Hope was started in 
July of 2011.  In partnership with WOCAP, BOH 
operates to sustainably empower women in 
Uganda to offer them and their families a future of 
hope.  We are broken by the fact that poverty is 
the daily reality of the lives of so many people in 
our world, and we work to provide opportunities 
for these women in Uganda to be empowered 
physically, emotionally, and spiritually to 
overcome this reality.  Our story began with the 
inspiring women of Uganda, and it is because of 
their hope that Because of Hope operates to see 
a changed future for women and children living in 
the bondage of poverty.  

Our

...to sustainably empower widows and orphans in Uganda...

Story



	

BSSP’s First Year
The BOH Student Scholarship Program began 
in January with students starting the first term 
of school in February.  The above picture shows 
students applying for a scholarship.  We rejoice 
in offering 38 scholarships in our first year!

The BOH Student 
Scholarship Program (BSSP) 
started in Feb. with 38 kids 
on scholarship in Uganda.

Our team expanded with the 
addition of 3 BSSP staff 

members in Uganda, over 10 
interns, and 1 new board 

member. 

BOH launched a college club 
at UCSB to raise awareness 
amongst college students.
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Highlights of 2013



Programs

To sustainably empower 

widows and orphans in 

Uganda.

Jambo!!

This year has been an exciting year for program 
development as we launched a new program and 
continued working to expand the Beads Program.    

In February, we launched our BOH Student 
Scholarship Program (BSSP) by enrolling 38 
children in schools in Uganda.  Allison Butin, our 
organization President, and I went to Uganda in 

January to select the students, hire staff, and set up the infrastructure for the 2013 
school year.  After getting the insight of the women in our Beads Program about how 
to help their children thrive academically, we set up BSSP to provide our students with 
academic funding, materials, tutoring, and mentorship.  All of our students are 
dependents of the women in our Beads Program, and by providing scholarships to 
these children, we are keeping them in school and helping the women more easily 
meet the other financial needs of their families.  Our hope is that through education, 
these children will be able to break out of poverty and have opportunities that would 
be otherwise unavailable to them.  

2013 also marked the second full year of our Beads Program.  The women continued 
to produce new designs of their beautiful paper jewelry in Uganda, while we continued 
to sell it in the U.S. at community events and online.  We were also able to raise 
awareness and share about the women through the founding of two student clubs on a 
college and a high school campus.

We are thankful for these exciting developments in our programs and we look forward 
to what lies ahead in the year to come.  Thank you for your continued support as it has 
played a huge role in BOH being able to continue the Beads Program and offer 38 
children the chance to go to school through BSSP.  Your support really is changing 
lives!

With sincere joy and gratitude,

Natalie Lemonnier
Organization Vice President   

Letter from the Vice President
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Beads Project

The Beads Project
BOH works with a Ugandan NGO called 
Widows and Orphans Community Action Plan 
(WOCAP), who works to empower women 
and children in the rural villages of Namagera, 
Bubugo, and Nakakulwe.  We work with these 
women in our Beads Project by purchasing 
their handmade jewelry and other handicrafts 
at the Ugandan fair market price, and then 
selling the items in the U.S.  The gross profit 
earned from these sales is used to fund 
programs that further benefit the women 
based on the specific needs of their villages.  
For example, much of the funding for the start 
of our BOH Student Scholarship Program 
came from the gross profit of jewelry sales. 
This means the Beads Project not only 
provides the women with a source of income, 
but it now also helps fund scholarships 
available to their children.  Because we 
believe in empowerment and sustainability, 
we have used the gross profit from the Beads 
Project to create programs that will create 
more lasting, longterm effects than cash 
handouts.  Thus, the Beads Project has the 
ability to be a funding steam engine for future 
program development, and we look forward to 
what lies ahead! 



After contributing to the school fees of several high school students last year, 
BOH has expanded upon this by starting the BOH Student Scholarship Program 
and offering 38 scholarships in our first year!  After surveying all the women in 
our Beads Project, we learned that one of their biggest financial challenges was 
paying for their children’s school fees.  In response to this, we started BSSP to 
give their dependents the chance to go to school on a consistent, reliable basis.  

After conducting research and consulting the women in the Beads Program, we 
established the structure of BSSP to include mentorship, tutoring, and spiritual 
guidance from a BOH coach, who would be responsible for touching base 
weekly with the students, schools, and families. This has proven to be an 
invaluable component of BSSP that has helped the kids be successful at school.

And with our first BSSP year complete, we are pleased to report that we saw 
some incredible triumphs in our kids this year, with Imai and Mary being the 
1st ranked in their class, to Isaac continuing to work toward his dream of 
becoming a doctor.  Our kids have hopes and dreams for careers and bright 
futures, and we hope that BSSP can help these dreams become a reality.

In 2014, we hope to increase the number of scholarships, as well as match 
our students with individual supporters in the U.S. to help bridge the gap 
between America and Uganda.  Thank you for your continued support of 
BOH!  Your support has helped make this program possible and is changing 
the lives of 38 children and their families in Uganda.    

BOH Student Scholarship Program
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Student Spotlights

Isaac
Isaac just finished his 1st year of high 
school and is off to an incredible start as 
one of the top students in his class.  He 
dreams of becoming a doctor to help 
people get the treatment they need.

Susan
Susan is all smiles!  She just finished her 
4th year of high school and her favorite 
subject is math.  She hopes to one day 
be a lecturer at a university, and we hope 
that BSSP can help make this possible.  

Jacob
Jacob has just finished his 4th year of 
high school.  He is doing well in school 
and dreams of becoming a software 
engineer.    

 

Proud BSSP Students and Parents
Above: Our students and their proud parents at 
the BSSP orientation in Namagera Village.  
School supplies in hand, they were ready and 
eager to start the school year.  Right: Jesca, 
one of our primary students, at orientation.
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While 2013 Total Income was down in 
2013*, 2014 presents a brand new set of 
opportunities for BOH. Many of these 
opportunities are explained below.

A key to BOH’s income in 2013 was its 
relationship with the McGrory 
Foundation, who donated $11,000 to 
BOH in 2013! We have expanded this 
relationship, and the Foundation agreed 
to donate $20,000 to BOH, which we 
have included in our 2014 budget!

Though jewelry sales were down in 2013, we are making a big commitment 
to increase these sales in 2014 through some exciting new avenues like a 
5K run and retailer relationships. We are also finding other ways to increase 
our revenue through grant opportunities and other programs**. By investing 
in all of these opportunities, we plan to see our revenue increase in 2014.

To summarize, we hope to continue relationships with great organizations 
like the McGrory Foundation and increase our Jewelry Sales and Total 
Income through new and different types of fundraising.

Thank you for your continued prayers and support for our organization and 
for the wonderful women and children of Uganda.

Sincerely,

Jake Higgins
Treasurer, Because of Hope

*Note: $20,000 of 2013 Total Income is included in the 2014 budget and therefore is not truly 
reflective of income earned in 2013
**The ‘One Less, One More’ program will seek monthly donors for our Student Scholarship 
Program

Letter from the Treasurer



Financial Statements

It should be noted that BOH purchased jewelry 
from the women in the Beads Program which is 
not reflected under program expenses but 
rather in the Cost of Goods Sold account and 
the Inventory account for accounting purposes.  
The majority of the amounts in these two 
accounts is directly related to the Beads Project. 

Dec 31, 13

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings 57,955.08
Other Current Assets

12100 · Inventory Asset 7,854.21

Total Other Current Assets 7,854.21

Total Current Assets 65,809.29

TOTAL ASSETS 65,809.29

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

Current Liabilities 579.41

Total Liabilities 579.41

Equity
32000 · Unrestricted Net Assets 39,192.32
Net Income 26,037.56

Total Equity 65,229.88

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 65,809.29

3:54 PM Because of Hope (BOH)
03/30/15 Balance Sheet
Accrual Basis As of December 31, 2013

Page 1

Jan - Dec 13

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

43400 · Direct Public Support 40,992.80
45000 · Inventory Sales 14,311.31
46400 · Other Types of Income 134.45

Total Income 55,438.56

Cost of Goods Sold 3,786.68

Gross Profit 51,651.88

Expense
60000 · Bank Service Charge 213.59
60001 · Credit Card Processing Fee 502.95
60100 · Program Expense

60102 · Student Sponsorship 15,594.14
60103 · Beads Project 514.40

Total 60100 · Program Expense 16,108.54

60900 · Business Expenses 721.00
62200 · Event Expense 1,664.78
65000 · Operations 6,483.66
65100 · Other Types of Expenses 0.00

Total Expense 25,694.52

Net Ordinary Income 25,957.36

Other Income/Expense 80.20

Net Income 26,037.56

3:47 PM Because of Hope (BOH)
03/30/15 Profit & Loss
Accrual Basis January through December 2013

Page 1



Dear BOH Friends, Family, and Supporters,

This year has been another successful year for BOH with exciting progress 
in our mission.  We are so grateful for all of our supporters who have not only 
provided necessary funding for expanding our programs and sponsoring 
students, but have also supplied us with encouragement that has 
reenergized us when faced with discouragement.  Your faithful support has 
made it possible for 38 students to go to school and for 250 women to 
further support their families.  

For those of you who have made donations, please know that your 
generosity has logistically helped us expand our operations and enabled us 
to start BSSP this year.  For our monthly donors, thank you for your 
commitment to our cause.  Your consistent giving has helped us plan for the 
future and provision for new programs like BSSP.

For all of you who have bought jewelry and crafts from our Beads Project, 
know that you have helped the 250 women in this program provide for their 
families and more easily meet their basic needs.  They are so overjoyed to 
know that you love and value the jewelry they make, and your purchase of 
BOH items has sustained the program.  

For those of you who have volunteered or interned, a special thanks for your 
dedication and time, as you have been a key component to the expansion of 
our operations.  We have been blessed to have you come alongside us to 
join us in our work!

And for those of you who have prayed, know that we have felt your prayers 
and have seen God answer so many of them!    

So from the bottom of our hearts, thank you for caring about BOH, for 
believing in what we are doing, and for joining us in our mission!  All of you 
are apart of our success in 2013, and we hope you will continue to pioneer 
with us into 2014!

With Sincere Gratitude,
The BOH Team

Letter from the BOH Team

who are thankful for your support!

	 Just a handful of the kids...
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Closing Remarks



Special thanks to the McGrory Foundation, all of 
our supporters, family, and friends!  You all 

helped make this possible!
Thank You!

Thank you for caring!
!


