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Assessment for Independent Reading Levels  
(Fiction/Narrative)  

 

Reader’s Name:  
Independent Level:  Yes No 

Grade:  Date:  

Book: A House for Me  by Kathleen Urmston  

Le ve l: A  W o rd  C ount: 35 

* This level does not assess for accuracy of decoding. It assesses for concepts of print and comprehension only, please look 
at the concepts of print assessments. Be sure to also assess for letter/sound knowledge, phonological awareness and 
phonics in order to drive your instruction. 

Bo o k Intro d uc tio n 
 
Show the cover of the book to the student and say this to the reader before they begin reading:  
 
“This book is called A House for Me. It is about a boy who tries out different houses. He likes the houses, but 
still thinks each house is not right for him. So take one second and think - what do you already know about 
what this book is going to be about?”  
 
If needed, you can repeat the book introduction. Then say: “Now it’s your turn to take a sneak peek of the first 
few pages.” Then, ask the student what more they know. Let the student know that you will read the first two 
pages to help them get started, then they will read the rest. 

 
 

Running  Re c o rd  Te xt 
W e  a re  not a sse ssing  a c c ura c y a t this le ve l. 

(Teacher reads and points under words on p.2 and p.3)  

2.     I   like   the   dog   house. 

3.     I   like   the   frog   house. 
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4.    I   like   the   rabbit   house. 

 

5.   I   like   the   fish   house. 

6.      I   like   the   bird    house. 

7.      I   like   the   ant   house. 

8.      I   like   the   big   house! 

 
 

Reading Behaviors  
 
The Reader: 
 
� Matches spoken words to printed words. For example, if the text says, “I like lunch,” and the child 
reads, “I like food,” matching words correctly, they have met the criteria at this level 
 
� Points under the words and moves from left to right 
 
� Reacts to the text. For example, they might say that the dog is excited to go outside at the end. Reacting 
to a text is a key reading behavior that shows the student knows that reading is about making meaning  
 
� Uses illustrations to confirm their reading 
 
� Carries the pattern from page to page 
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Retell  
 
Say, “Please retell this story. Be sure to retell the important parts and to tell the story in order.” Write notes 
regarding the student’s retelling on the bottom of this page or on the back. 
 
If the student has trouble getting started or says very little, you may use non-leading prompting. Examples of 
non-leading prompting include: “What happened next? Can you say more? Did anything else happen?” Make 
a note that you needed to prompt the student. The child may also refer back to the book as needed and note that 
as well. 
 
If a child has the ‘gist, list, and end’ of the book, then they’ve done a successful retell at this level. 
 
Note s o n Re te lling   
 
(This may be a transcription, or comments on student’s ability to retell in order and to prioritize the key 
story elements):  
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C o mp re he nsio n Q ue stio ns  
 
If the student’s retell did not include answers to the following questions, please ask any/all of the questions that 
were not addressed. There are many acceptable responses to each question, some of which are listed below. 
The reader’s response is acceptable as long as it demonstrates an accurate understanding of the text. As the 
reader answers each question, be sure to record the response carefully. The student may also refer back to the 
book as needed. 

Q ue stio ns a nd  Po ssib le  Re sp o nse s Stud e nt’ s Re sp o nse s 
(if necessary because not addressed in retell):  

1. This little boy likes a lot of different animal 
houses. Can you list some of them? 
 
At least two of the following: 
 
• Dog house 
• Frog house 
• Ant house 
• Bird house  
• Fish house 
• Rabbit/bunny house 
 
(They don’t need to use the word ‘house’) 
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2. Which house does the boy like the best? Why 
do you think that? 
 
Name a place from the book and give a reason why 
the boy might like it best. 
 
Examples: 
 
• In a tree. 
• He likes the big house at the end because it’s 
big. 
• He likes the bunny house the best because he 
gets to be with a bunny.  
• He likes the bird house because he gets to be 
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Final Score  (to determine independent reading level ): 

Scoring Note:  At levels A & B we do not assess for accuracy of decoding. We assess concepts of print only, 
i.e. matching spoken word with written word, left to right and using illustrations to confirm. For example if a 
child says ‘rope’ for ‘leash’ it is an error, and is an indication that the reader is not using phonics in his/her 
reading. But if they have one to one match and are using the illustration (like ‘rope’ for ‘leash’) then they DO 
meet the expectations of this level, because they are demonstrating an understanding of concepts of print. At 
these early stages of reading development it is imperative to also assess for letter/sound knowledge, 
phonological awareness and phonics since these are the building blocks to reading with accuracy. Please 
see our website for these parallel assessments. 
 
Eva lua te  the  re a d e r’ s use  of Le ve l A  re a d ing  b e ha viors b y re fe rring  to  the  Re a d ing  Be ha viors a nd  the  
sta te me nts b e low. 

Ye s No  The reader matches spoken words to printed words. 

Ye s No  The reader moves from left to right when reading. 

Ye s No  The reader uses the illustrations to confirm their reading. 

If you’ ve  a nswe re d  ye s to  a ll thre e  of the  a b ove  q ue stions, p le a se  m ove  to  the  ne xt le ve l.  

Se e  the  Te a c he r M a nua l for furthe r d e ta ils a nd  sug g e stions for how b e st to  p roc e e d , inc lud ing  how to  
e va lua te  re a d ing  b e ha viors.  
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