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Assessment for Independent Reading Levels  
(Fiction/Narrative)  

 

Reader’s Name:  Accuracy Rate:      %  

Grade:  Date:  Independent Level:  Yes No 

Book:  The King’s New Crown by Patty Haley  

Le ve l: F W o rd  C ount: 169 

Bo o k Intro d uc tio n 
 
Put a Post -it on page 9 to mark where the running record will end. Show the cover of the book to the 
student and say:  
 
 “In this story, called The King’s New Crown, a king decides he wants a new crown. He asks all the best crown 
makers to make him a new crown. So, take one second and think - what do you already know about what this 
book is going to be about?”  
 
If needed, you can repeat the book introduction. Then say: “Now it's your turn to take a sneak peek of the first 
few pages.” Ask the student what they know so far. Tell the student to read the story to find out what happens. 
Please say to the student: “Read out loud until you get to the Post-it (p. 9), then read the rest of the book quietly 
to yourself.” 

 
 

Running  Re c o rd  Te xt Erro rs a nd  Se lf-C o rre c tio ns 

Re c ord  the  re a d e r’ s misc ue s or e rrors a b ove  the  w ord s a s 
the y re a d .  

E SC M  S V  

 

2.   The   king   wanted   a   new   crown.  

      He   asked   the   best   crown   makers   to  
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      make   him   a   new   one. 

 

3.   Crown   makers   came   from   far   away. 

      They   came   with   all   kinds   of   crowns  

      for   the   king.   

4.   The   first   crown   maker   came   with   

      his   crown. 

 5.  The   crown   was   very   big.   It   was   so 

      big   that   the   king   could   not   see.   

      “This   will   not   do,”   said   the   king. 

6.   The   second   crown   maker   came   with 

      his   crown. 

7.   The   crown   was   very   fluffy.   It  was   so   



Assessment: Independent Reading Levels  Level F 
Fiction/Narrative 

3 
©2020-21 Teachers College Reading and Writing Project    

      fluffy   that   it   tickled   the   king.  

 

      “This   will   not   do,”   said   the   king. 

8.   The   third   crown   maker   came  with  his    

      (100 words)  crown. 

 
 

Reading Behaviors  
 
The Reader: 
 
� Reads compound words, contractions, and words with the CVCe pattern 
 
� Notices errors or unknown words and solves those words using left-to-right word decoding 
 
� Recognizes and uses word endings (phonograms, -ing, -ed) 
 
� Begins to solve unknown words, pausing to consider the word’s meaning, and rereads if the solved 
word does not make sense or sound right  
 
� Reads with more phrasing and is beginning to respond to print features. For example, attending to 
punctuation, large print, or dialogue to add expression 
 
� Reads without pointing under words, although may occasionally use fingers to locate word parts in 
unfamiliar words 

 
 

A c c ura c y Ra te  
 
C irc le  the  numb e r of e rro rs p e r 100 word s the  re a d e r d id  not se lf-c orre c t. 
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• 96%-100% = independent reading level of accuracy 
• 90% - 95% = instructional reading level of accuracy 

Total Number of Errors:   
 

*For specific guidance on administration and scoring errors, see the Teacher Manual. 
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Retell  
 
Ask the student to retell the story. The student can choose to use the book if they choose to. If the student has 
trouble getting started or continuing you might say, “Say more….” As the student retells look for some of the 
following: 
 
• Does the child include details about the characters in the retelling? Can she or he explain the 
relationships between the characters? 
• Can the child describe the setting?  
• Can the child recall the events of the story, and can he or she place them in the correct sequence? 
• Does the child’s retelling demonstrate minimal, adequate, or very complete and detailed understanding 
of the text? 
 
If you are unsure about the child’s comprehension, turn to the exemplar retellings to see what a benchmark 
retell might include. Record the retell below. 
 
Note s o n Re te lling   
 
(This may be a transcription, or comments on student’s ability to retell in order and to prioritize the key 
story elements):  
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C o mp re he nsio n Q ue stio ns  
 
The student’s retell is acceptable as long as it demonstrates an accurate understanding of the text. If the retell 
doesn’t feel complete, then ask some of the questions below. You do not have to ask a question that was already 
answered in the student’s original retell. There are many acceptable responses to each question, some of which 
are listed below.  The student may also refer back to the book as needed. 

Q ue stio ns a nd  Po ssib le  Re sp o nse s Stud e nt’ s Re sp o nse s 
(if necessary because not addressed in retell):  

1. What was wrong with the crowns the king did 
not like? 
 
At least two of the following: 
 
• One was too big. 
• One tickled him.  
• One had birds and bees flying around. 
• One was too sparkly. 

 

2. What does the king decide to do at the end of 
the story?” 
 
• Keep his old crown. 
• Put his old crown on his head. 
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3. The king keeps saying, “This will not do.” 
Why does the king say this? 
 
• Because the crowns don’t fit right. 
• Because he doesn’t like any of the crowns 
they bring.  
• The crowns don’t work for him. 

 

4. Why did the king want a new crown? 
 
• The crown he wore was old. 
• He didn’t like his crown anymore. 
• The old crown was probably not shiny 
anymore and he wanted a new one that was nicer. 

 

 
 

Final Score  (to determine independent reading level ): 

Yes No Was the reader’s accuracy rate at least 96%? 

Yes No Did the reader demonstrate literal and inferential comprehension through one of the following 
combinations of retell and responses: 

  
• A clear, accurate retell that suggests full understanding of the text (This may be with or 
without non-leading prompting) 
• Answers three out of four of the comprehension questions 

If you’ve answered yes to both of the above questions, please move to the ne xt level.  

See the Teacher Manual for further details and suggestions for how best to proceed, including how to 
evaluate reading behaviors.  
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