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Assessment for Independent Reading Levels  
(Fiction/Narrative)  

 

Reader’s Name:  Accuracy Rate:      %  

Grade:  Date:  Independent Level:  Yes No 

Book:  Nick Goes Fishing  by Joe Yukish  

Le ve l: I W o rd  C ount: 123 

Bo o k Intro d uc tio n 
 
Show the cover of the book to the student and say:   
 
“Nick Goes Fishing is a story about a little boy named Nick who wants to catch a fish. There are some words 
that you might not know--bobber, line, hook--these are the parts of a fishing pole. So, take one second and think 
- what do you already know about what this book is going to be about?”  
 
If needed, you can repeat the book introduction. Then say: “Now take a sneak peek of the first few pages.” Ask 
the student what they know now. Then ask them to read to you. Let students know to read the story to find out 
what happens. 

 
 

Running  Re c o rd  Te xt Erro rs a nd  Se lf-C o rre c tio ns 

Re c ord  the  re a d e r’ s misc ue s or e rrors a b ove  the  w ord s a s 
the y re a d .  

E SC M  S V  

 

   2.     Kelly   caught   a   fish. 

Matt   caught   a   fish. 

Nick   wanted   to   catch   a   fish   too! 
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   3.     Mom   helped   Nick   get   a   fishing   pole. 

 

Then   she   went   to   lay   in   the   sun. 

   4.     Dad    helped   Nick   put   the   line   on   the   

pole.  

Then   he   went   to   clean   the   boat. 

   5.     Kelly   helped   Nick   put   a   bobber   and   a   

hook   on   the   line. 

Then   she   went   for   a   swim. 

   6.     Matt   helped   Nick   put   a   worm   on   the   

hook. 

Then   he   went   for   a   ride   in   his   boat. 

   7.     Nick   sat   on   the   dock. 
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He   waited   and   waited   and   waited. 

 

   8.     “I   have   a   bite,”   Nick   yelled. 

   10.    Mom   (100 words)   came   running. 

Dad   came   running. 

 
 



 

4 
©2020-21 Teachers College Reading and Writing Project 

 

Reading Behaviors  
 
The Reader: 
 
� Becomes skilled at solving multisyllabic words with complex letter sound relationships, using 
part-by-part phonetic analysis, such as vowel teams, and syllabication rules 
 
� Demonstrates a processing system that is becoming efficient in reading continuous text 
(monitors, searches visual information, predicts, confirms with meaning and structure, self-corrects, 
and so on) 
 
� Consistently notices and processes unknown words, confirming with meaning, as words are 
solved. 
 
� Stops and self-corrects at the point of error, using previous word solving skills. For example, 
more and more multisyllabic words, complex spelling patterns, and compound words are used at this 
level and onward 
 
� Determines the meaning of unknown words by using context and meaning 
 
� Attends to longer, more complex sentences with adjectives and adverbs 
 
� Reads with more phrasing and responds to print features such as punctuation, large print, or 
dialogue to add expression. For example, student pauses at commas or raises their voice at an 
exclamation point 

 
 

A c c ura c y Ra te  
 
C irc le  the  numb e r of e rro rs p e r 100 word s the  re a d e r d id  not se lf-c orre c t. 

• 96%-100% = independent reading level of accuracy 
• 90% - 95% = instructional reading level of accuracy 

Tota l Numb e r of Errors:  
 

*For specific guidance on administration and scoring errors, see the Teacher Manual. 
 
 

Re te ll 
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Ask the student to retell the story. The student can choose to use the book if they choose to. If the 
student has trouble getting started or continuing you might say, “Say more….” As the student retells 
look for some of the following: 
 
• Does the child include details about the characters in the retelling? Can she or he explain the 
relationships between the characters? 
• Can the child describe the setting? How detailed is the description? 
• Can the child recall the events of the story, and can he or she place them in the correct 
sequence? 
• Does the child’s retelling demonstrate minimal, adequate, or very complete and detailed 
understanding of the text? 
 
If you are unsure about the child’s comprehension, turn to the exemplar retellings to see what a 
benchmark retell might include. Record the retell below. 
 
Notes on Retelling  
 
(This may be a transcription, or comments on student’s ability to retell in order and to prioritize the key 
story elements):  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Comprehension Questions  
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The student’s retell is acceptable as long as it demonstrates an accurate understanding of the text. If the retell 
doesn’t feel complete, then ask some of the questions below. You do not have to ask a question that was already 
answered in the student’s original retell. There are many acceptable responses to each question, some of which 
are listed below.  The student may also refer back to the book as needed. 

Questions and Possible Responses  Student’s Responses  
(if necessary becaus e not addressed in retell):  

1. What did Nick’s family do to help him?  
 
At least two of the following: 
 
• Mom got him a fishing pole.  
• Dad put the line on the pole.  
• Kelly (his sister) put the bobber and hook on 
the line. 
• Matt (his brother) put the worm on the hook. 

 

2. Why did Nick’s family help him?  
 
• Nick is little. 
• Nick doesn’t know how to fish and he wants 
to catch a fish. 

 

3. How did Nick feel at the beginning of the 
story, the middle of the story, and the end of the story? 
 
• At the beginning Nick was jealous, he wanted 
to catch a fish like his brother and sister.  
• In the middle, Nick was happy that his family 
was helping him/Nick was bored because he was 
waiting for a fish.  
• At the end Nick was excited/proud because he 
caught a fish. 
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4. What lesson does this story teach – what does 
Nick learn? 
 
• Nick learned it is important to be patient. He 
waited for a fish and then he caught one. 
• Nick learned that people help you. His family 
helped him get everything he needed to catch a fish. 

 

 
 

Final Score  (to determine independent reading level ): 

Yes No Was the reader’s accuracy rate at least 96%? 

Yes No Did the reader demonstrate literal and inferential comprehension through one of the following 
combinations of retell and responses: 

  
• A clear, accurate retell that suggests full understanding of the text (This may be with or 
without non-leading prompting) 
• Answers three out of four of the comprehension questions 

If you’ve answered yes to both of the above questions, please move to the ne xt level.  

See the Teacher Manual for further details and suggestions for how best to proceed, including how to 
evaluate reading behaviors.  
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