Assessment for Independent Reading Levels
(Fiction/Narrative)

Reader’'s Name:
Independent Level: Yes No
Grade: Date:

Book: / See Sammy by Kathleen Urmston

Level: A Word Count: 21

* This level does not assess for accuracy of decoding. It assesses for concepts of print and comprehension only, please look
at the concepts of print assessments. Be sure to also assess for letter/sound knowledge, phonological awareness and
phonics in order to drive your instruction.

Book Introduction

Show the cover of the book to the student and say this fo the reader before they begin
reading:

“I See Sammy is a story about a dog named Sammy. A man, who is Sammy’s owner, is looking for him
everywhere in the house. He finds other things, like his bone and his leash, but he can’t find his dog. So take
one second and think - what do you already know about what this book is going to be about?”

If needed, you can repeat the book introduction. Then say: “Now it’s your turn to take a sneak peek of the first
few pages.” Then ask the student what more they know. Tell the student to read to find out if he finds Sammy.
Let the student know that you will read the first two pages to help them get started, then they will read the rest.

Running Record Text

We are notassessing accuracy at thislevel.

(Teacher reads and points under words on p.2 and p.4)

2. I see the bed.

4, I see the bowl.
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6. I see the bone.

8. I see the ball.

10. I see the leash.

12. 1 see the dog.

Reading Behaviors

The Reader:

O Matches spoken words to printed words. For example, if the text says, “I like lunch,” and the child
reads, “I like food,” matching words correctly, they have met the criteria at this level

N Points under the words and moves from left to right

O Reacts to the text. For example, they might say that the dog is excited to go outside at the end. Reacting
to a text is a key reading behavior that shows the student knows that reading is about making meaning

0 Uses illustrations to confirm their reading

O Carries the pattern from page to page
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Retell

Say, “Please retell this story. Be sure to retell the important parts and to tell the story in order.” Write notes
regarding the student’s retelling on the bottom of this page or on the back.

If the student has trouble getting started or says very little, you may use non-leading prompting. Examples of
non-leading prompting include: “What happened next? Can you say more? Did anything else happen?” Make
a note that you needed to prompt the student. The child may also refer back to the book as needed and note that
as well.

If a child has the ‘gist, list, and end’ of the book, then they’ve done a successful retell at this level.
Notes on Retelling

(This may be a transcription, or comments on stu  dent’s ability to retell in order and fto prioritize the key
story elements):
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Comprehension Questions

Level A

If the student’s retell did not include answers to the following questions, please ask any/all of the questions that

were not addressed. There are many acceptable responses to each question, some of which are listed below.
The reader’s response is acceptable as long as it demonstrates an accurate understanding of the text. As the
reader answers each question, be sure to record the response carefully. The student may also refer back to the

book as needed.

Questions and Possible Responses

Student’'s Responses
(If necessary because not addressed in retell):

1. What things did the man see instead of the
dog?

At least two of the following:

. Bowl

. Bone

. Ball

. Leash

2. How did the dog feel at the end of the book?
Why?

Name a feeling and a reason.

. Examples:

. The dog felt excited/happy, when he saw the
man.

. The dog felt happy when he saw the leash.

. The dog felt excited when he wanted to go
outside.
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Final Score (fo defermine independent reading leve/ ):

Scoring Note: At levels A & B we do not assess for accuracy of decoding. We assess concepts of print only,

i.e. matching spoken word with written word, left to right and using illustrations to confirm. For example if a
child says ‘rope’ for ‘leash’ it is an error, and is an indication that the reader is not using phonics in his/her
reading. But if they have one to one match and are using the illustration (like ‘rope’ for ‘leash’) then they DO
meet the expectations of this level, because they are demonstrating an understanding of concepts of print. At
these early stages of reading development it is imperative to also assess for letter/sound knowledge,
phonological awareness and phonics since these are the building blocks to reading with accuracy. Please
see our website for these parallel assessments.

Evaluate the reader’'s use of Level A reading behaviors by referring to the Reading Behaviors and the
statements below.

Yes No  The reader matches spoken words to printed words.
Yes No  The reader moves from left to right when reading.
Yes No  The reader uses the illustrations to confirm their reading.
If you've answered yesto allthree of the above questions, please move to the nextlevel.

See the Teacher Manualforfurtherdetails and suggestions forhow bestto proceed, including how to
evaluate reading behaviors.
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