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Assessment for Independent Reading Levels  
(Fiction/Narrative)  

 

Reader’s Name:  Accuracy Rate:      %  

Reading Rate: ____  wcpm  

Grade:  Date:  Independent Level:  Yes No 

Book: William’s Weird Wednesday  by Patty Haley  

Le ve l: J  W o rd  C ount: 425 

Bo o k Intro d uc tio n 
 
Put a Post -it on page 7 to mark the end of the running record. Show the cover of the book to the 
student and say:  
 
William’s Weird Wednesday is about a man named William who is very organized and likes his “routines.” A 
“routine” is something you do the same way each time. So, take one second and think - what do you already 
know about what this book is going to be about?”  
 
If needed, you can repeat the text introduction. Then say, “You might want to read this silently to yourself first, 
then please read out loud the first section. (Point to the line on the student copy to show the child where the first 
section ends.) After this part, you may read the rest silently. If you need to, you can reread the first part.” 

 
 

Running  Re c o rd  Te xt Erro rs a nd  Se lf-C o rre c tio ns 

Re c ord  the  re a d e r’ s misc ue s or e rrors a b ove  the  w ord s a s 
the y re a d .  

E SC M  S V  

 

   2.     William    woke   up.  
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           “Oh    what    a     beautiful    day,” 

 

           he     said.  

   3.     He    climbed    out    of    bed  

           and     began    to    get    dressed. 

           “A    blue    suit    and    a    red    bow    tie 

           because   it’s   Wednesday,”  said  William.  

            “I     like     Wednesdays.” 

   4.     William was very organized.  

           He     liked     things  

           to    stay   the   same   and  liked   routines.  

   5.     He    liked   Wednesdays   because   he     

           always   wore    his    blue    suit    and       
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           red    bow    tie    and    took 

 

           the     bus     to     work.  

           He     always     had     a  

           tuna     salad     sandwich     for 

           lunch     and     he    always    met    Ivy,  

           his    next-door  neighbor, 

           for    a     cup    of    tea.  

   6.     William     went     to    the    bus    stop.  

           His    bus    (100 words) 

           was    due    in    five   minutes.  

 
 

Reading Behaviors  
 
The Reader: 
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� Becomes skilled at solving multisyllabic words with complex letter sound relationships, using part-by-
part phonetic analysis, such as vowel teams, and syllabication rules 
 
� Rereads for self-monitoring without prompting 
 
� Self-corrects at the point of error/miscue 
 
� Demonstrates reading with intonation, including with some stress on words in response to meaning, 
pausing and reading in phrases and sentences, responding to punctuation, and reading most words with 
automaticity 
 
� Pauses to think or to react to text, while reading at noteworthy moments 
 
� Reads with fluency, that is, reads with an appropriate pace, attending to meaning, with a sense of 
relative ease  

 
 

Accuracy Rate  
 
Circle the number of errors per 100 words the reader did not self -correct.  

• 96%-100% = independent reading level of accuracy 
• 90% - 95% = instructional reading level of accuracy 

Tota l Numb e r of Errors:  
 

*For specific guidance on administration and scoring errors, see the Teacher Manual. 
 
 

Re te ll 
 
Ask the student to retell the story. The student can choose to use the book if they choose to. If the 
student has trouble getting started or continuing you might say, “Say more….” As the student retells 
look for some of the following: 
 
• Does the child include details about the characters in the retelling? Can she or he explain the 
relationships between the characters? 
• Can the child describe the setting? How detailed is the description? 
• Can the child recall the events of the story, and can he or she place them in the correct sequence? 
• Can the child identify the problem and the resolution? 
• Does the child’s retelling demonstrate minimal, adequate, or very complete and detailed understanding 
of the text? 
 
If you are unsure about the child’s comprehension, turn to the exemplar retellings to see what a 
benchmark retell might include. Record the retell below. 
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Notes on Retelling  
 
(This may be a transcription, or comments on student’s ability to retell in orde r and to prioritize the key 
story elements):  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Comprehension Questions  
 
The student’s retell is acceptable as long as it demonstrates an accurate understanding of the text. If the retell 
doesn’t feel complete, then ask some of the questions below. You do not have to ask a question that was already 
answered in the student’s original retell. There are many acceptable responses to each question, some of which 
are listed below.  The student may also refer back to the book as needed. 

Q ue stio ns a nd  Po ssib le  Re sp o nse s Stud e nt’ s Re sp o nse s 
(if necessary because not addressed in retell):  
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1. What do you know about William? Say two 
things about him. 
 
At least two of the following:  
 
• William wears a suit and a bow tie. 
• He likes Wednesdays. 
• He likes tuna salad sandwiches. 
• William has a friend named Ivy.  
• He takes the bus to work.  
• William works.  
• William is friends with Ivy. 

 

2. Take a close look at page 2. What is 
happening?  
 
• It’s windy and it looks like the pages are 
coming off. 
• He is waking up but doesn’t see the calendar 
pages blowing away. 
• Oh, it’s Tuesday, not Wednesday! 

 

3. Compare William and his friend Ivy. How are 
they the same?” 
 
• William and Ivy both have routines. They 
have tea together on Wednesdays.  
• They both like to do things on the same days. 
Like Ivy always waters her roses on Tuesdays. 
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4. How do pages 15 and 16 fit with the rest of 
the story? 
 
• On pages 15 and 16 William realizes his 
mistake. All day things weren’t going right. All day 
William thought it was Wednesday and he was doing 
his Wednesday routines, but it was really Tuesday. 

 

 
 

Final Score  (to determine independent reading level ): 

Yes No Does the student have 96% accuracy? 

Yes No Does the student read at a fluent reading rate? (please see manual) 

Ye s No  
Did the student give an accurate retell of the text or give a somewhat accurate retell of the text, 
and answered three out of four questions with accuracy? 

If you’ ve  a nswe re d  ye s to  a ll thre e  of the  a b ove  q ue stions, p le a se  m ove  to  the  ne xt le ve l. 
 
Se e  the  Te a c he r M a nua l for furthe r d e ta ils a nd  sug g e stions for how b e st to  p roc e e d , inc lud ing  how to  
e va lua te  re a d ing  b e ha viors.  
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