Assessment for Independent Reading Levels

(Fiction/Narrative)

Reader's Name:

Grade: Date:

Accuracy Rate: %

Independent Level: Yes No

Book: Stuck in the Mud by Nancy Louise Spinelle
Level: E Word Count: 152
Book Introduction

Show the cover of the book to the student and say:

“Stuck in the Mud is a story about a squirrel named Sam who gets stuck in the mud. So, take one second and
think - what do you already know about what this book is going to be about?”

If needed, you can repeat the book introduction. Then say: “Now it's your turn to take a sneak peek of the first
few pages.” Ask the student what they know so far. Then ask them to read to you. “Read to find out how Sam

finally gets his car out of the mud.”

Running Record Text

Errors and Self-C orrections

Record the reader's miscuesorerrorsabove the wordsas
they read.

E SC M S \

2. Sam’s car was in the mud.

He was stuck.

3. “Oh no,” he said.
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Level E

4.

6.

“I’'m stuck in the mud and I

can’t get out.”

A bird flew by.

“Help!” Sam shouted.

“I’'m stuck in the mud and 1

can’t get out.”

“You can fly out!” said the bird.

A rabbit hopped by.

“Help!” Sam shouted.

“I’'m stuck in the mud

and I can’t get out.”

“You can hop out!” said the rabbit.
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8. A duck walked by.

“Help!” Sam shouted.

“I’'m stuck in the mud

and I can’t get out.”

9. “You can walk out!” said the duck.

10. A frog jumped by.

“Help!” (100 words) Sam shouted.

“I’'m stuck in the mud

and I can’t get out.”
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Reading Behaviors

The Reader:

O Reads compound words, contractions, and words with the CVCe pattern

0 Notices errors or unknown words and solves those words using left-to-right word decoding

O Recognizes and uses word endings (phonograms, -ing, -ed)

0 Begins to solve unknown words, pausing to consider the word’s meaning, and rereads if the solved

word does not make sense or sound right

0 Reads with more phrasing and is beginning to respond to print features. For example, attending to
punctuation, large print, or dialogue to add expression

O Reads without pointing under words, although may occasionally use fingers to locate word parts in
unfamiliar words

Level E

Accuracy Rate

Circle the numberof errors per 100 words the readerdid notself-correct.

. 96%-100% = independent reading level of accuracy Total Number of Errors:
. 90% - 95% = instructional reading level of accuracy

*For specific guidance on administration and scoring errors, see the Teacher Manual.
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Retell

Say, “Please retell this story. Be sure to retell the important parts and to tell the story in order.” Write notes
regarding the student’s retelling on the bottom of this page or on the back.

If the student has trouble getting started or says very little, you may use non-leading prompting. Examples of
non-leading prompting include: “What happened next? Can you say more? Did anything else happen?” Make
a note that you needed to prompt the student. The child may also refer back to the book as needed and note that

as well.

If a child has the “gist, list, and end’ of the book, then they’ve done a successful retell at this level.
Notes on Retelling

(This may be a transcription, or comments on student’s ability to retell in order and to prioritize the key
story elements):
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Comprehension Questions

Level E

The student’s retell is acceptable as long as it demonstrates an accurate understanding of the text. If the retell
doesn’t feel complete, then ask some of the questions below. You do not have to ask a question that was already
answered in the student’s original retell. There are many acceptable responses to each question, some of which
are listed below. The student may also refer back to the book as needed.

Questions and Possible Responses

Student’'s Responses
(If necessary because not addressed in retell):

1. What do the squirrel’s friends tell him to do to
get out of the mud?

Two of the following:

. The bird told him to fly out.

. The rabbit told him to hop out.

. The duck told him to walk out.

. The frog told him to jump the car out.

. Or a summary like:

. They said do what they do. Get out how they

would get out.

2. The animal friends gave Sam many ideas for
solving the problem. Why couldn’t he use their ideas?

. Because he was a squirrel, not a bird or rabbit
or duck or frog.

. Because he needed to call a tow truck to pull
the car out of the mud.

. Their ideas didn’t help the squirrel. The truck
kept going deeper into the mud.

3. Did Sam’s problem get solved? Remember
Sam is the Squirrel.

. Yes, he got his truck out of the mud.
. A tow truck pulled his car out.
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4. How did Sam the squirrel’s feelings change
from the beginning of the story to the end?

. He was upset when his car was stuck in the
mud; he was happy when the truck pulled the car out
of the mud.

. Sad and happy. [prompt: why?] Because in the
beginning he was stuck, but at the end the tow truck
pulled him out.

Final Score (fo defermine independent reading leve/ ):

Yes No  Was the reader’s accuracy rate at least 96%?

Yes No Did the reader demonstrate literal and inferential comprehension through one of the following
combinations of retell and responses:

. A clear, accurate retell that suggests full understanding of the text (This may be with or
without non-leading prompting)

. Answers three out of four of the comprehension questions

If you've answered yes to both of the above questions, please move to the ne xt level.

See the Teacher Manual for further details and suggestions for how best to proceed, including how to
evaluate reading behaviors.
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