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Assessment for Independent Reading Levels  
(Fiction/Narrative)  

 

Reader’s Name:  Accuracy Rate:      %  

Grade:  Date:  Independent Level:  Yes No 

Book: Family Soccer  by Diana Geddes  

Le ve l: D W o rd  C ount: 119 

Bo o k Intro d uc tio n 
 
Show the cover of the book to the student and say:  
 
“Family Soccer is a story about a family who likes to play soccer. You will read this story to see the different 
ways they hit and kick the soccer ball and to find out who scores a goal. So, take one second and think - what 
do you already know about what this book is going to be about?” 
  
If needed, you can repeat the book introduction. Then say: “Now it's your turn to take a sneak peek of the first 
few pages.” Ask the student what they know so far. Then ask them to read to you. 

 
 

Running  Re c o rd  Te xt Erro rs a nd  Se lf-C o rre c tio ns 

Re c ord  the  re a d e r’ s misc ue s or e rrors a b ove  the  w ord s a s 
the y re a d .  

E SC M  S V  

 

2.   We   like   to   play      

      soccer.   We   like   to   hit  

      the   ball. 
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4.   “I   can   get   it,”   said   my  

 

      mom.   My   mom   hit   the 

      ball.   The   ball   went    

      up. 

6.   “I   can   get   it,”   said   my  

      brother.   My   brother 

      hit   the   ball.   The   ball 

      went   up. 

8.   My   sister   said,   “I 

      can   get   it.”   My   sister 

      jumped   and   hit   the  

      ball.   The   ball   went 
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      up. 

 

10.   “I   can   get   it,”   said  my 

        dad.   The   ball   hit   my    

        dad.   The   ball   went    

        up. 

12.   “I   can   get   it!”   I   said.   I 

        kicked   the   ball   to   my  

        mom.   The   ball   went 

        up   and   up. 

14.   Look!   My   mom   kicked   (100 words)  

        the     ball! 

         “Go   mom,   go!   I 
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        said.   Then... 

 

16.   ...Mom   scored   a   goal! 

         “Way   to   go   mom!” 

 
 

Reading Behaviors  
 
The Reader: 
 
� Uses knowledge of phonics to read: CVC words, blends and digraphs, and vowels 
 
� Makes a return sweep to the beginning of the next line, in text with more than one line of print 
 
� Begins to monitor, noticing when reading does not make sense, sound right, or look right 
 
� May begin to respond to bold text and punctuation marks. For example, pausing at periods, raising 
voice at the end of a question, and/or showing expression when encountering bold text or an exclamation mark 
(!) 
 
� Begins to self-correct using beginning and ending letter sounds. For example, cup for cold lemonade, or 
cake for pie 
 
� Reads CVC words with accuracy  
 
� Can segment through a word, saying each phoneme or by using phonograms (c-a-t or c-at) and can 
blend the word together (cat) 

 
 

A c c ura c y Ra te  
 
C irc le  the  numb e r of e rro rs p e r 100 word s the  re a d e r d id  not se lf-c orre c t. 

• 96%-100% = independent reading level of accuracy 
• 90% - 95% = instructional reading level of accuracy 

Tota l Numb e r of Errors:  
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*For specific guidance on administration and scoring errors, see the Teacher Manual. 
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Retell 
 
Say, “Please retell this story. Be sure to retell the important parts and to tell the story in order.” Write notes 
regarding the student’s retelling on the bottom of this page or on the back. 
 
If the student has trouble getting started or says very little, you may use non-leading prompting. Examples of 
non-leading prompting include: “What happened next? Can you say more? Did anything else happen?” Make 
a note that you needed to prompt the student. The child may also refer back to the book as needed and note that 
as well. 
 
If a child has the ‘gist, list, and end’ of the book, then they’ve done a successful retell at this level. 
 
Note s o n Re te lling   
 
(This may be a transcription, or comments on student’s ability to retell in order and to prioritize the key 
story elements):  
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Comprehension Questions  
 
If the student’s retell did not include answers to the following questions, please ask any/all of the questions that 
were not addressed. There are many acceptable responses to each question, some of which are listed below. 
The reader’s response is acceptable as long as it demonstrates an accurate understanding of the text. As the 
reader answers each question, be sure to record the response carefully. The student may also refer back to the 
book as needed. 

Q ue stio ns a nd  Po ssib le  Re sp o nse s Stud e nt’ s Re sp o nse s 
(if necessary because not addressed in retell):  

1. What were some ways they hit the soccer 
ball? 
 
• With their head and their knee. 
• They used their body. 
• The mom hit the ball with her head and the 
dad hit the ball with his stomach. 

 

2. What happened at the end? 
 
• They won 
• They made a goal 
• They had fun 

 

3. In soccer you are not allowed to touch the ball 
with your hands. Where do you see the people in this 
family being good soccer players?  
 
• When they hit the ball with their foot, their 
knee, their chest, their stomach, their shoulder or their 
head.” “When they don’t touch the ball with their 
hands. 
• When they all played a lot. 
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4. How do you think the family feels at the end? 
Why? 
 
• They feel great because they won. 
• They are happy because they got to play 
soccer together. 
• They are happy that mom scored. 

 

 
 

Final Score  (to determine independent reading level ): 

Yes No Was the reader’s accuracy rate at least 96%? 

Yes No Did the reader demonstrate literal and inferential comprehension through one of the following 
combinations of retell and responses: 

  
• A clear, accurate retell that suggests full understanding of the text (This may be with or 
without non-leading prompting) 
• Answers three out of four of the comprehension questions 

If you’ve answered yes to both of the above questions, please move to the next level.  

See the Teacher Manual for further details and suggestions for how best to proceed, including how to 
evaluate reading behaviors.  
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