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The following tutorial will take you step-by-step through preparing and assembling your butterflies. 

However, I highly recommend watching my video for these steps too if you can! CLICK HERE to go to 

the Makealong video playlist, where you can watch my video for Part Nine and also catch up on the rest 

of the series. 

Hello! I’m Hannah: founder, maker and chief coffee 

drinker at The Handmade Florist. The Handmade 

Florist is the home of beautiful handcrafted felt 

creations… made by you! My do-it-yourself craft kits 

and tutorials are the perfect way to learn this amazing 

craft and make your own long-lasting floral displays.  

My Makealong is a year(ish) long project running 

throughout 2021. Part nine is the FINAL project and, 

to finish off our beautiful bouquets, we’re adding a 

very special pair of felt butterflies - made using the 

leftover felt from the previous projects! So, are you 

ready? Let’s begin! 

www.thehandmadeflorist.com 

@thehandmadeflorist 

#HandmadeFloristMAL 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2UAAC7WiK0hwUxnmWwRCFBTTseFRZGWZ
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2UAAC7WiK0hwUxnmWwRCFBTTseFRZGWZ
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TOOLS: 

Scissors - I always recommend having a good, sharp pair of scissors just for your felt and a separate 

pair that you use to cut out your paper templates 

Glue gun and sticks to use with it 

Access to printer for printing templates 

A bottle or vase for your finished bouquet  

 

MATERIALS: 

Felt sheets and scraps: for part nine, you can choose 

from any of the leftover felt from the Makealong. 

There are no rules here - get as creative as you like!  

Six 1cm yellow/mustard felt balls (three for each 

butterfly) 

Florist wires: 19 gauge (I’m making two butterflies, 

using two florist wires in total) 

Florist tape - I will be using green but you could also 

choose brown if you prefer 

Paper for printing templates  

 

The Handmade Florist 

Supplies Shop!  

You can find felt packs, felt balls, 

florist wires and tape for the 

Makealong in my online shop.  

Visit 

www.thehandmadeflorist.com 

and click on ‘Flower Making Supplies’ 

or 

 >> CLICK HERE << 

to go there now! 

CAUTION: Glue guns are HOT! 

Don’t touch the end of your glue gun 

or the molten glue. 

http://www.thehandmadeflorist.com
https://thehandmadeflorist.com/collections/supply-store
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Here’s a quick reminder of the colours in our Makealong palette... 

Grandma’s Garnet: a deep reddish/pink. Used with Ruby Red Slippers as one of my primary colours. 

Ruby Red Slippers: a deep, raspberry pink with a heathered tone. Used with Grandma’s Garnet as 
one of my primary colours. 

Butternut Squash: a heathered orange, which I’ll be using as a secondary colour to contrast with the 
main pinks. 

Ocean Kelp: a vibrant blue-green; another secondary colour to give contrast to the main pinks. 

Old Gold: deep mustard. Used as an accent colour to help the colours in the bouquet ‘pop’. 

Serene Green: a minty, bluey-green. Another accent colour. 

Outdoor Retreat: a vibrant lime green. This will be used for some of the standalone leaf stems. 

Babbling Brook: a deep, heathered green with a turquoise tone. This will be used for the leaves that 
will be attached to some of the bouquet flowers. 
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STEP 1: PRINT AND CUT THE TEMPLATES 

Templates are included at the end of this document and are full size when printed on A4 paper. I 

recommend using Adobe Reader to view and print the pattern: ensure that your page setup in the print 

options is set to A4 and that you select to print at actual size to avoid any scaling or shrinking. Cut out 

the templates on the outside of the black line. TIP: use a different pair of scissors for cutting your paper 

templates, to prevent your felt scissors becoming blunt. 

 

STEP 2: CUT YOUR FELT SHAPES 

I recommend cutting out and having all your felt pieces ready 

before you begin assembling your butterflies, so you don’t leave 

your glue gun on for longer than needed. ALWAYS make sure 

you’re using sharp scissors to give your felt a clean and neat 

finish. 

There are no rules this time for which colours you use or what 

you need to cut from each colour - be as creative as you like! 

First, gather together all your leftover Makealong felt: big scraps 

and small! You will need to cut one of each wing shape for each 

butterfly. The upper base wing and lower top wing will be 

covered with other felt scraps (see photo on the right), so 

whichever colour you choose for these won’t be seen at the end (apart from underneath the butterfly), 

so I recommend using whichever felt you have the most of for these shapes. The upper top wings and 

lower base wing will be seen on the final make so you may want to be more selective with which 

colours you use for these.   

Tip: when cutting the larger wings, you might find it easier to fold your piece of felt in half first, then 

place one half of the wing on top, lining up the centre, then cut around with a sharp pair of scissors.   

STEP 3: WRAP YOUR FLORIST WIRES WITH TAPE 

Wrap each florist wire (you’ll need two for part nine) with florist tape: pinch the end of the tape and wire 

together between your thumb and forefinger; squeeze and roll the wire between the tape, allowing an 

overhang at the end. Continue rolling the stem, keeping the tape fairly tight and at a 45° angle. Allow 

an overhang at the other end. Trim the overhangs at each end. A demonstration of this technique is 

included in my Makealong Video Playlist. 

Upper base wing 

Lower top wing 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2UAAC7WiK0hwUxnmWwRCFBTTseFRZGWZ
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STEP 4: MAKE YOUR BUTTERFLIES! 

Total to make: 2 

For each butterfly you will need: 

3 x 1cm yellow/mustard felt balls 
1 x upper base wing* 
1 x lower top wing* 
1 x upper top wing (L) 
1 x upper top wing (R) 
1 x lower base wing 
Felt scraps in mixed colours 
1 x wrapped florist wire  
Pen/marker (optional) 

 
* the upper base wing and lower top wing will be covered in other felt scraps, so you can use any colour 
for these, as they won’t be seen on the final assembled butterfly. Tip: choose a felt colour that you have 
a lot left of for these, so you can save smaller scraps for the other pieces.   

 

After you have cut out the main wing shapes, start cutting out small strips from your remaining felt 

scraps, using a variety of colours and varying the widths. A few strips from each colour should be 

enough to begin with; you can always cut more later! Take the upper base wing and lower top wing and 

fold in half to mark the centre. You may wish to use a pen to mark this centre line to use as a guide. 

Taking the upper base wing, glue a thin line of glue vertically, just next to the centre line. You only want 

a very fine layer of glue here but make sure you glue right up to the edges. Now, take one of the felt 

scrap strips and carefully lay it over the top of the glue and smooth it down. Take care as you attach 

the strips: hold the strips at each end to avoid touching the hot glue. Leave the glue to set and 

cool for a few moments before smoothing the strips down with your hands. It’s also a good idea to 

use something to protect your worktop! 

Repeat on the opposite side of the centre line with another strip of felt in the same colour (or choose a 

different colour if you don’t want your colours to be symmetrical across the wings). Now place another 

line of glue next to one of the felt strips and attach another felt strip. Continue this, adding glue bit by bit 

as you attach strips of felt to the wings.  

Watch me demonstrate 

these steps in my Part 

Nine video, available in 

the Makealong Video 

Playlist! 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2UAAC7WiK0hwUxnmWwRCFBTTseFRZGWZ
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2UAAC7WiK0hwUxnmWwRCFBTTseFRZGWZ
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2UAAC7WiK0hwUxnmWwRCFBTTseFRZGWZ
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When you reach the tips of the wings, you may want to use a larger chunk of felt to cover over these. 

Again, make sure you glue right up to the edges of the wings. When you’ve finished, turn over the wings 

to check that you’ve completely covered over them with the felt strips. Repeat this technique with the 

lower top wing, this time placing each of the strips in a horizontal/diagonal pattern.  

When you have covered both wings in felt strips, turn them over and use sharp scissors to cut away the 

excess felt around the edge of the wings. Put these wings to one side and now take the upper top wing 

(L) and upper top wing (R). Cut four thin strips of felt in a contrasting colour, just longer than the length 

of the wings.  

Place a blob of glue at the inner edge of one of the upper top wings and carefully place the ends of two 

small strips on top, using the point of your scissors (or a pencil etc.) to push them into place, to avoid 

using your fingers! When the glue has set, carefully snip away the excess strip so it sits just inside the 

edge of the wing. Repeat with the other upper top wing. 

Before assembling your butterfly, make sure you have everything ready: you should have your covered 

upper base wing and lower top wing, a plain lower base wing and the two upper top wings with the 

‘whiskers’ attached. You’ll also need a wrapped wire stem and three 1cm felt balls. 

 

Take the lower top wing and squeeze glue down the centre, then place the florist wire stem on top so 

the end of the wire is at the bottom edge of the wing. Pinch the wing up slightly to place a bend in it; hold 

until the glue sets. Now glue along the middle of the lower base wing and place it behind the patterned 

wing on the wire, pinching it up gently behind.  
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Take the upper base wing and glue along the centre before attaching to the wire, just above the lower 

wings. Again, squeeze it gently upwards as it sets to place a gentle bend in the wings. I like to overlap 

the upper and lower wings slightly so there is no gap between them,.  

 

Place a blob of glue at the back of one of the upper top wings, at the inner edge. Fix into place on top of 

the upper base wing. Repeat with the other top wing on the opposite side. 

Using craft pliers (or just your fingers if you don’t have pliers), place a 90 degree bend in the wire, so 

there is no wire visible above the top of the butterfly. Place a small blob of glue at the top of the butterfly 

(tip: hover your glue gun over the glue before pulling it away, to melt any wispy strands of glue), and 

gently push a felt ball into place here. Repeat with two more felt balls down the centre of the butterfly.  
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TIPS ON ARRANGING YOUR BOUQUET: 
• Melt away any cobwebby glue strings by 

giving the stems a quick blast with a 

warm hairdryer (don’t hold the hairdryer 

too close in case it starts to melt the glue 

inside the flowers!). 

• Decide on the height of your flowers and 

trim the wires to position them at different 

heights: use wire cutting pliers, or simply 

fold the stems to shorten them. 

• Gently bend some of the flower stems to 

help them sit at different angles. 

• Use your fingers, a pencil tip or a small 

paintbrush to delicately fan out the petals 

and flower inners. 

• Keep the leaf stems and butterflies longer 

than the flowers so they sit taller and the 

butterflies ‘hover’ over the flowers. 

 

SHARE YOUR MAKES! 
I’d love to see your finished Makealong 

bouquets! Share your makes with me on 

Instagram or Facebook using the hashtag 

#HandmadeFloristMAL and tag me 

@thehandmadeflorist. If you aren’t on social media, feel free to email me 

hannah@thehandmadeflorist.com with your finished photos instead! 

 

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR… 

The Makealong will be back in 2022! Thank you for all your feedback and comments on the Makealong 

2021: I’m so thrilled to say that the Makealong WILL be back in 2022, with a slightly different look and 

feel. Keep an eye out for news about Makealong 2022 coming very soon! In the meantime, find more 

craft tutorials, tips and videos at www.thehandmadeflorist.com 

 

See you in 2022! 
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