
American Ostrich Farms
Humane Standards

FEED AND WATER

Feed

Wholesome, nutritious feed
A. Ostriches are fed a wholesome diet that is:

1. Appropriate to their age, stage of production, and species.
2. Fed to them in sufficient quantity to maintain good health; and
3. Formulated to satisfy their nutritional needs.
4. Hens have daily access to coarse calcium, to aid with bone strength and shell

quality.

Free access to feed

A. Ostriches have free access to nutritious feed throughout each day, except when required
by the attending veterinarian.

B. Feed is distributed in such a way that birds can eat without undue competition.

Feed records

A. AOF personnel have a written record of the feed ingredients and nutrient content of each
feed used, as declared by the feed manufacturer/supplier.

Substances prohibited in feed

A. No feedstuffs containing mammalian or avian-derived protein are permitted except for
eggs. Animal by-products are prohibited in feed.

B. No growth promoters are used.
C. Antibiotics are only administered for therapeutic reasons (disease treatment).



Water

Water supply

A. Ostriches have continuous access to an adequate supply of clean, fresh drinking water at
all times.

B. Provisions are made for supplying fresh water when temperatures are below freezing.

Placement and design of waterers
A. To reduce water spillage and prevent problems associated with litter management,

waterers are placed at optimum height for the size and age of birds and are checked and
maintained regularly.

ENVIRONMENT

Buildings

Facility design
A. AOF ensures that there are no sharp edges or protrusions likely to cause injury or distress

to the birds. The interior portions of the buildings, including the floor, to which the
ostriches have access are carefully designed and well maintained.

Preventing contact with toxic substances in buildings
A. Ostriches do not come into contact with smoke, fumes, paints, wood preservatives,

disinfectants, or any other substances that are toxic to them.

Electrical installations
A. All electrical installations at main voltage are inaccessible to the ostriches, well insulated,

and properly grounded.
Design of housing and equipment

A. Housing and equipment are designed so that all the birds can be clearly seen by
caretakers.

Nearby environments
A. The area immediately surrounding the outside of all ostrich housing is kept clean and

tidy.
B. The growing vegetation surrounding the house housing is maintained by goats that are

rotated around the farm.



Floor & Litter

Litter
A. Birds have daily access to well maintained, loose substrate/litter.
B. The substrate/litter is a suitable material and particle size, good quality, and managed to

maintain a dry, friable (not caked) condition that allows birds to dust bathe.

Lighting

Light period
A. Within each period of 24 hours, the lighting each bird receives is:

1. A minimum period of 8 hours of continuous daylight; and
2. A minimum period of 6 hours of continuous darkness or the natural period of

darkness, if less.

Space Allowance

Sufficient freedom of movement

A. All ostriches have sufficient freedom of movement to be able, without difficulty, to stand
normally, turn around, and stretch their legs and wings.

B. They also have sufficient space to be able to sit quietly without repeated disturbance by
other birds.

Records of space allowance

A. To ensure that the maximum housing density is not exceeded, a plan of every lot is
available that indicates:

1. The total floor area available to the birds;
2. The space allowance; and
3. Maximum number of birds permitted within the lot.

B. Records are kept that enable the space allowance to be verified easily at any time. These
include:

1. Records of the current number of birds;
2. The daily mortality; and
3. Number of birds culled, with precipitating causes if known.



Air Quality & Thermal Environment

Ventilation
A. Natural and mechanical ventilation systems are designed to maintain healthy air quality

parameters under all foreseeable climatic conditions.

Thermal conditions

A. Provisions are made to ensure that all ostriches have access to a thermally comfortable
environment at all times, so that heat/cold stress does not occur.

PASTURE RAISED STANDARDS
AOF uses a Pasture Raised system where adult birds are kept on pasture 12 months of the year,
in an outside area that is accessible to housing and living vegetation. The birds have access to the
pasture through exits from fixed housing. They are kept indoors at night for protection from
predators, but they are otherwise free to roam at will.

AOF also uses a free-range system in which adult birds are kept in houses with daily access to an
uncovered outdoor area, weather permitting.

Pasture Raised Systems

Pasture area
A. Natural grit is available to all ostriches to aid digestion of vegetation.
B. The pasture is designed and actively managed to encourage birds outside, and to use the

area fully. Management includes the following:
1. Prevention and/or mitigation of heavily degraded, muddy/sodden, or worn areas.
2. Mitigation of any build-up of agents (e.g., parasites, bacteria, viruses) that may

cause disease.
3. Preventing birds from coming into contact with any toxic substances.

C. The maximum distance that ostriches must walk from the perimeter fence of the pasture
to the nearest door to a fixed or mobile house is no more than 400 yards.

D. Ostriches are outdoors 12 months per year, every day, for a minimum of 6 hours per day.
In an emergency, ostriches may be confined in fixed or mobile housing 24 hours per day
for no more than 14 consecutive days.

E. The pasture area includes patches with loose substrate suitable for dust bathing.



Housing

A. All birds raised on pasture have access to fixed or mobile housing that keeps them dry
and protects them from wind and from predators.

Seasonal pasture
A. When the birds are kept indoors due to weather, records are kept.

MANAGEMENT

Managers

Understanding standards
A. Managers ensure that all:

1. Caretakers have a copy of the current Animal Care Standards for Ostrich.
2. Caretakers are familiar with the standards; and
3. Caretakers understand their content.

Management and record keeping activities

A. AOF has a suitable training program for caretakers, with regular updates and
opportunities for continuing professional development.

B. Staff with responsibility for animal care have the relevant and necessary skill to perform
their duties. When deficiencies are noted, managers provide appropriate training to ensure
that all caretakers have the required skills.

C. AOF has developed and implemented plans and precautions to prevent/cope with
emergencies such as fire, flood, breakdown of environmental control or interruption of
supplies (e.g. food, water, electricity);

1. All Emergency Action Notice Plans are located on the AOF Google Shared Drive
D. The Animal Health Plan is:

1. Implemented;
2. Regularly updated; and
3. Required data are recorded appropriately.

E. AOF maintains records of production data and use of medications and vaccines. These
records are dated and include documentation on:

1. Incoming and outgoing birds;
2. Egg production;
3. Mortality (reasons are stated, if known);
4. Culling (reasons are stated and recorded separately from mortality);



5. Feed consumption;
6. Maximum and minimum daily temperatures;
7. Ventilation (including settings and any necessary changes).

Abilities of caretakers
A. Managers take into account the abilities of the caretakers when deciding on space

allowances in present systems and when considering expanding the unit or installing
more complex equipment.

Complaints to Operators
A. At AOF our operating system for receiving, responding to, and documenting complaints

alleging the operations’ failure to comply with Ostrich Humane Farm Animal standards is
as follows:

1. Whenever an Operator receives a complaint, the Operator must:
i. Take appropriate action to respond to the complaint, and

ii. Correct any deficiency in the products or services that affect their
compliance with the standards.

2. Written records are retained by AOF for a minimum of 3 years from the date of
the records’ creation. Records contain information documenting:

i. All complaints received (written or verbal), and
ii. The actions taken by the operator to respond to the complaint.

Caretakers

Mitigating problems

A. Caretakers know the normal behavior of Ostriches and understand the signs that indicate
good health and welfare.

B. Caretakers are able to recognize impending trouble in its earliest stages, as this may
enable them to identify the cause and correct matters promptly.

C. When an outbreak of abnormal animal behavior occurs at AOF our caretakers tackle the
issue promptly, documenting and implementing appropriate changes to the system of
management when appropriate.

Awareness of welfare problems

A. Caretakers are trained to be on the lookout for welfare problems, such as those associated
with poor litter management.

B. Caretakers understand the factors that affect litter condition (e.g., moisture, ammonia
buildup in the housing, nitrogen content, ventilation, and stocking density).

C. Caretakers understand the risk of broken bones (e.g., bone fragility, Bird age, nutrition).



Training
A. Prior to being given responsibility for the welfare of livestock, caretakers are properly

trained and competent to:
1. Recognize signs of common diseases and know when a veterinarian should be

consulted so that appropriate treatment may be initiated;
2. Recognize signs of abnormal behavior and fear;
3. Understand the environmental requirements for Ostrich;
4. Handle birds in a positive and compassionate manner; and
5. Euthanize birds when necessary due to injury or illness from which the bird is not

expected to recover with appropriate veterinary care.
B. This training is documented. The competence of caretakers is always verified.

Compassionate treatment

A. Caretakers are able to demonstrate competence in handling animals in a positive and
compassionate manner.

B. Caretakers are able to demonstrate their proficiency in procedures that have the potential
to cause suffering if performed inadequately.

Quiet handling
A. Work routines and practices are developed and implemented, and when necessary

modified, to ensure that Ostrich do not become fearful and are not frightened in avoidable
ways. For example, all movement throughout the farm must be slow and deliberate both
to alleviate fear and reduce possible injury due to excitement of the birds.

Transportation
A. Catching teams never put speed of operation before a bird's welfare.
B. Birds have access to water up to the time that the catching team begins to catch the first

birds.

Inspection

Monitoring

A. All Birds are inspected at least twice a day using a procedure that will identify all birds
that are sick, injured, trapped, or behaving abnormally.

B. Any welfare problems seen during an inspection by the caretakers are dealt with
appropriately and without delay.

Records of ill, injured, and dead birds



A. On completion of inspection, records are kept of sick, injured and dead birds.
B. The records:

1. Are signed by the farm worker doing inspections;
2. Contain the time of inspection;
3. Note the causes of illness and injury, when known; and
4. Record the reasons for culling.

Equipment

Equipment

A. Caretakers inspect the equipment, including the automatic equipment, upon which
Ostriches depend at least once daily to check that there is no defect.

B. When a defect is found (whether on inspection or at any other time):
1. The defect is fixed promptly.
2. If this is impractical, such measures are in place to safeguard the birds from

suffering unnecessary pain or distress as a result of the defect and are promptly
taken and maintained until the defect is fixed.

Automatic ventilation systems

A. Automatic ventilation systems contain an alarm that will give adequate warning of the
failure of the ventilation system to function properly (and the alarm operates even if the
principal electricity supply to it has failed).

Using equipment
A. Caretakers are able to:

1. Demonstrate their ability to operate the equipment competently (e.g., heaters,
lighting, ventilation, flaps/fans);

2. Demonstrate their ability to carry out routine maintenance;
3. Recognize common signs of malfunction; and
4. Demonstrate knowledge of action to be carried out in event of failures.

Pests & Predators

Protection from pests and predators
A. Humane precautions are taken to protect birds from predators and pests. Specifically:

1. AOF property is fully fenced to prevent pests and predators from entering the
property perimeter.

2. AOF has trained dogs on site to notify our on-site caregivers to any pest or
predator disturbance.



Monitoring for rodent and fly activity

A. Monitoring for rodents is conducted and recorded, and when monitoring indicates
unacceptable rodent activity within bird housing, appropriate methods of rodent control
are used.

B. Monitoring of flies is conducted, and when monitoring indicates unacceptable fly activity
within bird housing, an appropriate method of fly control is used.

HEALTH

Birds are protected from pain, injury and disease. The environment in which birds are housed is
conducive to good health.

Health Care Practices

Animal Health Plan
A. At AOF an Animal Health Plan is implemented and regularly updated in consultation

with a veterinarian.
B. The AHP includes:

1. Details of any vaccinations;
2. Causes of morbidity and mortality including culling;
3. Bio security provisions; and
4. Cleaning and disinfection policy.

Addressing food safety
A. At AOF we have a recognized Quality Assurance Program for the control of organisms

that cause food safety concerns.

Preventing recurring injuries

A. Physical features of the housing environment, either indoors or outdoors, and handling
procedures are designed and maintained in such a way that there are no recurring injuries
attributable to these factors.

1. Recurring injuries are those seen on several birds, with sufficient similarity to
suggest that they have a common cause.

2. Injury is described as damage severe enough for the formation of granular scar
tissue or defective bones or joints, and to an extent significantly greater than
would be caused by minor accidental bumps or scratches.

Flock performance data



A. Flock performance data is continuously monitored for indicators of disease or production
disorders.

B. Particular attention is paid to such conditions as:
1. Vent picking;
2. Significant feather loss.

Care of sick and injured animals
A. Sick birds, and any birds suffering from injury such as open wounds or fractures, or from

prolapse are:
1. Segregated; and
2. Treated without delay; or
3. If necessary, humanely killed.

Selecting birds for good health

A. During selection of Ostrich, care is taken to avoid genetic strains with undesirable traits.

Emergency Euthanasia

Euthanasia

A. At AOF we have provisions for prompt humane emergency euthanasia for sick or injured
birds, using on-farm methods carried out by a named, trained, competent member of the
staff, or a veterinarian.

B. If there is any doubt as to how to proceed, the veterinarian is called at an early stage to
advise whether treatment is possible or whether euthanasia is required to prevent
suffering.

C. If an Ostrich is in severe pain that is uncontrollable, then the bird is promptly
euthanized.

D. The following method of emergency euthanasia is the only method permitted by AOF:
1. Captive bolt stunning, immediately followed by VNC.

Carcass disposal
A. Following a euthanasia procedure, the bird is carefully examined to ensure that it is

deceased.
B. All carcasses are disposed of using methods that are in accordance with state and local

laws.


