
Vintage
The 2020 vintage offered a welcome break from a prolonged drought in 
the Cape, with wet but healthy growing conditions. Picking started about 
two weeks earlier than in previous years, and cool conditions during harvest 

made for fresh, crisp wines.

Vineyard notes 
 The Syrah on Sandstone site is mountainous and made up of broken Sand-
stone, making it incredibly tough for vineyards to grow. This merciless 
environment leads to natural low vigour and minimal yields, resulting in a 
complex, unique wine. 

Although looking strong and happy, our sandstone syrah blocks 
bore very little fruit with tremendous concentration. 

Chris Keet, Viticulturist

Winemaking
The fruit was hand-picked into small crates and transferred directly into 
our cold room, where it remained overnight. About 60% of the crop was 
destemmed, with the rest left as whole clusters. The wine was fermented 
wild in small, open-top fermenters with extended post-fermentation macer-
ation. Aged in 500L barrels for 18 months, with 10% new French Oak used.

Tasting note  
A plush and expertly integrated expression, showing a beguiling mix of 
blackberry, plum and white pepper as well as kalamata olives and sun dried 
tomato. There is a generosity of fruit while being far from overripe, with 
dark chocolate filling out the mid palate, while chalky tannins make for a 

long and luxurious finish.

Technical Analysis 
Alk: 14.61% | RS: 2.3g/l | pH: 3.58 | TA: 5.2g

Estate:     Gabriëlskloof, Botrivier 
Range:         The Landscape Series
Wine:  Syrah on Sandstone 
Varieties:     Single Vineyard, 100% syrah
Vintage:     2020
production: 3300 bottles

The Landscape Series of wines is an authentic representation of our top vineyards, as well as a few old vine treasures. 

We wanted the labels to reflect this and decided to commission local artist and friend Niël Jonker to capture the spirit 

of our Overberg landscapes. The first two wines to be released as part of the series were the Magdalena and Elodie in 

August 2016, with the Cabernet Franc and the two single-vineyard Syrahs released in June 2017.

The idea behind having two Syrahs is to represent the two major soil types prevalent at Gabriëlskloof. Our sandstone vineyards 
produce an elegant and aromatic Syrah, while the heavier shale soils offer fruit concentration and depth.

Peter-Allan Finlayson, Winemaker


