
Vintage & Vineyard notes
The 2020 vintage offered a welcome break from a prolonged drought in the 
Cape, with wet but healthy growing conditions. Picking started about two 
weeks earlier than in previous years, and cool conditions during harvest made 
for fresh, crisp wines. 
The Cabernet Franc block gave a smaller crop than previous years, thanks 
to smaller fruit clusters - but with it greater concentration. As the vineyard 
ages, the minor soil differences have become more visible in fruit appearance. 
The 18-year-old vineyard is situated on a rocky mountainside site on the 
Gabriëlskloof property. The soil combines Overberg Shale and Table
Mountain Sandstone. 

Winemaking
The fruit was hand-picked into small crates and transferred directly into 
our cold room, where it remained overnight. All fruit was destemmed. 
The wine was fermented naturally without the addition of any yeasts. 
Daily pump-overs were done until fermentation stopped, and the 
pressing took place two weeks after that. The wine went into barrel 
(30% new oak) and spent about 14 months in barrel before bottling. 

Tasting note  
Plush red and black fruits - specifically cassis and red plum - along 
with a coffee, subtle pea-shoot herbaceousness and an alluring, 
lightly peaty smokiness make this a complex and classically Loire-
style expression. With fine and finessed tannins delivering a rounded 
mouthfeel,  the wine’s full-fruited intensity and structure make for a 
balanced and poised vintage.

Technical Analysis 
Alk: 14.25% |  RS: 2.3 g/l  | pH: 3.69 | TA: 5.3g/l

Estate:     Gabriëlskloof, Botrivier 
Range:         The Landscape Series
Wine:  Cabernet Franc 
Vintage:     2020
Production: 5100

The Landscape Series of wines is an authentic representation of our top vineyards and a few old vine 
treasures. We wanted the labels to reflect this and decided to commission local artist and friend Niël 
Jonker to capture the spirit of our Overberg landscapes. 

It became apparent soon after the conclusion of my first vintage that Gabriëlskloof is ideally suited to 
growing Cabernet Franc. The most aromatic and elegant of the five Bordeaux varieties belongs on our 
slopes, and bottling it as a single variety was an easy decision.

Peter-Allan Finlayson, Winemaker


