
 

Old Faithful Waterer Installation/Operation Instructions 

 

Installation:  

1. The lid must remain on tank during install and backfill. Early removal of the lid can result in the 

tank becoming egg shaped and the lid may not go back on. After backfill and compaction is 

complete, the lid can be removed to adjust the float level. 

2. Excavate a hole that is approximately 7.5’ deep and 40” wide. Install tank with approximately 

18” of tank protruding out of the ground. The further out of the ground the tank is, the less 

geothermal heat is captured. Be sure to compensate for settling. 

3. Trench the water line into the excavated hole so that it can be connected to the side of the tank, 

18” from the bottom. 

4. Place the tank in the hole, connect water line and begin backfilling. Keep the tank plumb during 

backfill. 

5. Hand tamp only. Using a jumping jack or similar method of packing can cause the tank oblong or 

egg shape. When backfilling, fill in 8” lifts and hand tamp each lift until backfill is complete. 

6. Backfill with native excavated material. Using gravel or sand will create a water well around the 

tank, trapping moisture and prevent the tank from working properly. 

7. Back fill so that when finished, the ground is sloped away from the tank 2” over a 4’ distance or 

2% slope in any direction from the tank. 

8. Once the tank is set and backfilled, turn the water source on and begin filling the tank.  

9. Set your float so that the water level is 1” below the bottom of the drinking holes in the lid. THIS 

STEP MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE TANK FILLS COMPLETELY. 

10. Replace the lid and fasten it to the tank. 

11. Let your cows know about their amazing new watering hole. 

 

Operational Instructions: 

• A collar around tank to prevent water from seeping into surrounding soils is strongly 

recommended. If ground around tank becomes saturated with moisture and freezes, tank will 

not work properly. 

• A stop and drain valve is recommended for draining the tank when it’s not in use.  

• When tank is not in use, either drain the tank or cover drinking holes to keep the natural ground 

heat in.  

• Orient lid so that livestock can not interfere with float. 

 

Warnings: 

• If tank is left unused and full of water, exposed to negative temperatures, water will freeze.  

• Installation must be performed carefully so tank does not become egg shaped, making the lid 

not fit.  



 

• The ground around the tank MUST NOT become saturated with water, if this happens it will 

freeze and prevent geothermal transfer from the ground and water will freeze. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


