
April 20, 2017 

Mr. Stephen Carpenter 
President, Yakima Chief-Hop Union LLC. 
203 Division Street 
Yakima, WA 989902 
 
Mr. Stephen Carpenter, 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen and a member of the Yakama Nation and a 

professional archaeologist with an extensive background in Native ethnography.  For many 

years, I have seen Yakima Chief Hops logo and for many years I have been disgusted at the idea 

that a hop company in the heart of our valley would take the name of our Tribe and the image 

of a chief to brand themselves.  I now understand that in the last three years Yakima Chief Hops 

and Hop Union have combined and see that your marketing team has rebranded the company.  

I do not see any of the chief logos on the new website and hope that your company will 

continue to remove this logo as it is insulting to Yakama people and all Native American leaders.  

Has your company ever written an apology to the Yakama Nation for utilizing both the name 

and the image of a chief to sell hops used for making beer?   

I have additional questions for you as President of Yakima Chief-Hop Union LLC:  

 Are you aware of the racial stereotypes of Native Americans as drunks and that 

alcoholism rates are highest in these populations?   

 Are you aware that 1 in 10 Native American deaths are alcohol related, that’s more than 

three times than the general population according to the U.S. Center for Disease 

Control. 

 Are you aware of the Violence Against Women Act passed in 1994 and amended by 

Obama in 2016 to specifically address violence against gays, lesbians and Native 

American women?   

 Are you aware that American Indian Women are 2.5 times more likely to be sexually 

assaulted than the general population according to the U.S. Department of Justice?  

 Did you know that 2/3 of those Native American women are sexually assaulted by 

someone under the influence of alcohol? 

 Did you know that the Yakama Nation passed tribal law to make the Yakama 

Reservation a dry reservation due to the amount of violence and incidents of alcohol 

poisoning?   

 

Has your company given any thought to removing the name “chief” from your name?  I see 

that your company just trademarked the YCH in April 2017, however the name chief appears 

throughout your website.  I sincerely request that you will remove the name chief from your 

company name as it is neither noble nor in honor of Native American heritage or their Chiefs.  



Please consider the direct social impacts alcohol has had on Native American tribes throughout 

the country and the indirect impacts that your company has had on them.  This valley supplies 

at least 1/6 of the world’s hops utilized for beer and your company is one of the largest. You are 

in a position to make a difference in rectifying the image of Native American tribes and a highly 

sensitive issue that they are trying to combat by any means necessary.   If you have any 

comments or questions feel free to contact me at nativeanthro@gmail.com.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jon Shellenberger, M.S. 

Archaeologist/Ethnographer 

Owner, Native Anthro 


