
| 1© 2014 kray mitchell



| 2© 2014 kray mitchell

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Introduction             3

1. Calculator             4

2. Unit Conversions           6

3. Nutritional Information         7

4. Currency Conversion         8

5. Flight Tracking           9

Fun Extras

 I. Google in 1998          10

 II. Askew             11

 III. Bacon Number          11

 IV. Do A Barrel Roll          12

 V. Zerg Rush            12

 VI. Blink HTML           13

 VII. Atari Breakout          13

5 Things You Didn’t Know Google could do is an independent publication
and has not been authorized, sponsored, or otherwise approved by Google Inc.



| 3© 2014 kray mitchell

Google is a major player in the web game… OK, I’ll say it, 
they’re the current overlords of the internet.

Started as a research project at Stanford (And originally called 
Backrub), Sergey Brin and Larry Page turned a simple project 
into one of the largest tech companies on the planet, providing 
a variety of services to millions of people around the world. 
They are known for being an email provider, a cloud storage 
company, an application developer, an advertising juggernaut 
and so much more, but that’s beside the point. 

Google provides Search.

What you didn’t know? It can do SO much more. Google 
affords it’s employees the ability to have fun and create some 
very cool projects. Sometimes these projects end up on the 
cutting room floor, and sometimes, they become something 
great.

This quick guide will showcase some cool things that you can 
do with a quick Google search that you probably had no idea 
about! Enjoy.

Best Regards,

Kray Mitchell
@kraymitchell
http://kraymitchell.com 

INTRODUCTION

https://twitter.com/kraymitchell
http://kraymitchell.com
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1. CALCULATOR
If you’re anything like me, you’re terrible at math. Seriously, me and 
math have been friends off for many years. Sometime after grade 4 the 
creative portion of my brain kicked the crap out of the logical portion 
of my brain and that was that.

It’s nice to have my phone handy with a Calculator, but it’s such a 
hassle to unlock and do stuff. Since I’m usually on my computer, and 
usually in a web browser, Google has been my saving grace on more 
than one mathematical occasion.
 
Sure, my usage is pretty simple (basic addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division), but Google’s calculator can handle some 
serious computations. All you need to do, is enter your equation in the 
search box and away you go! Here’s an example.

I entered 500 x 32 / 16 - (45 + 32) into the search bar (I assure you, 
this is much more complicated than my usual equations, but wanted to 
show some basic complexity). Instantly, I had an answer. 

You can continue by using your mouse, or clicking in the answer area 
and using your keyboard to either modify your equation or do more.
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Another calculation option Google offers is a Tip Calculator. Just type 
Tip Calculator in and BAM. Not only can you figure out your tip, but 
you can split your bill when you’re dining out with others.

You can also graph your equations by entering your functions directly 
into the search bar or you can do geometry by typing something like 
formula for a triangle perimeter in. It’s so simple, so handy and so 
effective. I highly recommend checking it out. Just enter your equation 
and hit search!
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2. UNIT CONVERSIONS
So we’ve established that me and math don’t get along, so when it 
comes to conversions, well, ’There’s an App for that’… and there’s 
Google. Just like the calculator, it’s really easy to use and comes in 
very handy.

Type in the conversion that you want, such as 185 cm in ft

As you can see from the screenshot, there is a dropdown that shows 
Length (Because that’s the unit we searched).

 If you click the dropdown, you can see the different conversions you 
can do. From Volume to Digital Storage, Google has you covered.
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3. NUTRITIONAL INFO
These days everybody is concerned about what they eat. If you’re 
having one of those days where you have cravings for a couple 
different things but can’t decide, let Google help you out.
 
As an example, type hamburger vs taco and viola! You are presented 
with the nutritional information of each item and compares them side 
by side for you so that you are able to make an educated decision 
based on your dietary concerns. 

Click the small down arrow to reveal additional information.
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4. CURRENCY
If you’re planning on taking vacation soon, or you work with a lot of 
foreign currencies, you may need to do some quick conversions. 

Yeah, Google can do that for you too!

As with the previous examples, simply enter the conversion you want 
to make, for instance 50 USD in CAD, and Google will do a quick 
conversion for you. It will also show you the overall value of that dollar 
over the past few years.

Of course their disclaimer says it cannot guarantee the accuracy of the 
rates shown, but you will still get a very close estimation that can help 
you on your way.

If you need spot on accuracy, you might need to look at a paid service 
for this. I’ll stick with Google for my needs.
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5. FLIGHT TRACKING
You have an old friend or family member coming in and you want to 
make sure their flight is on time before you head to the airport. Trying 
to find out when a flight is coming in can be a bit of a challenge at 
times, but Google makes it really simple. 

Enter the flight number, I used UA1193 in this example, into Google 
and it will give you all the information that Google has for that flight. 

As you can see in this example, the flight number is being reused at 
a later date and time and that information is also being presented to 
ensure you are getting the correct flight information. 

Never be late (Or really early) to the airport again!
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I. GOOGLE IN 1998

Take a blast to the past and see what Google looked like back in 
1998… yeah, brings back memories (For me anyway).

FUN EXTRAS
Those Google guys provide some awesome tools for us to use, but 
they also like to laugh and have a good time as well.

These little extras are pretty useless, but can still be fun and make you 
look like some kind of Google-God to your friends, co-workers and 
family. What are you waiting for? Go play! Just type the title or follow 
the instructions provided. I saved the best for last.
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II. ASKEW

III. BACON NUMBER

Things are looking a little off at Google. Type askew and get exactly 
that. Leave this up on a co-workers computer and see if they notice 
Google looking a little slanted.

Want to know a celebrities Bacon number? Simply type their name 
followed by bacon number for the answer. The Bacon number is a 
celebrities 6 degrees of separation to Kevin Bacon.
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IV. DO A BARREL ROLL

V. ZERG RUSH

Make Google do a barrel roll. Just type it in and watch it spin!

Yes, I realize how completely useless this is. But it’s still fun!

Play a quick game of Zerg Rush by clicking on the zeros before they 
destroy your search results. Click fast! 
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VI. BLINK HTML

VII. ATARI BREAKOUT

This may only appeal to web designers, but if you type blink html into 
Google, both those words will start blinking in your search results. A 
throwback to the 90s when people actually used this tag. *shudder*

I am not responsible if you get fired for playing Atari Breakout when 
you should be working. Simply type Atari Breakout then click the 
Images tab and watch the hours disappear. Doesn’t work on Mobile.


