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A loss of habitat, decline in food sources and an annual, government-sanctioned trophy hunt is
threatening the long-term survival of B.C.'s grizzly bear population, says a new report.

The 88-page document, commissioned by the recently established Grizzly Bear Foundation, has put
forward 19 recommendations aimed at protecting grizzlies in B.C. The proposals range from
improving laws around controlling bear attractants to looking at expanding bear-watching tourism.

"Basically, what we found is that British Columbians on the whole really seem to care about the
grizzly bears," Michael Audain, chair of the organization, said in an interview.

"But we fear for the future. We fear that there are dark days ahead for the grizzly bear in British
Columbia if we don't really take some action."

B.C. is home to the second-largest population of grizzly bears, a�er Alaska. Their historic range has
shrunk to northern and western mainland Canada and Alaska a�er previously spanning from
northern Mexico to the Arctic, and from along the west coast to central Ontario and the American
Midwest.

The report organizes its recommendations into three main areas – education, conservation and
research – and directs its proposals to local, provincial and federal governments.

More action needed protect B.C. grizzlies:
report
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Audain zeroed in on childhood education as an especially important area, noting that one of the

recommendations suggests developing educational material for elementary school kids.

"I think there's a major need for education, particularly education for children about grizzly bears,

that they are not necessarily the ferocious animal that myth has created, but that bears are part of

the wilderness landscape," he said.

"They've been here for 50,000 years. They have some right to exist," he added. "But if we're going to

crowd them out, if we're going to not allow them to get the foods they need, then we will gradually,

over the decades to come, lose this species."

A more controversial practice the report recommends abolishing is the provincially sanctioned

trophy hunt, which Audain said sees about 300 bears killed every year, out of an estimated total

population of about 15,000.

Geordon Omand, The Canadian Press

We encourage an open exchange of ideas on this story's topic, but we ask you to follow our

guidelines for respecting community standards. Personal attacks, inappropriate language, and o�-

topic comments may be removed, and comment privileges revoked, per our Terms of Use. Please

see our FAQ if you have questions or concerns about using Facebook to comment.
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James D. Becker
The problem is that the grizzly hunts bring in a lot of money from the States, a bunch of
which goes to Cristy and her buddies.
Like · Reply · 1 hr

Johannes Eggleton · Principal Artist, Conceptual Designer at Wyndhorse Fractals
Very Awesome Michael Audain; for this I applaud you, and most British Columbians will
as well. Your sensitivity toward this environmental stewardship lifts us all to a new place,
with the courage to make change and make it now.
Like · Reply · Mar 7, 2017 4:17pm

Facebook Comments Plugin

Newest

Add a comment...

Outside experts endorse B.C. grizzly hunt (October 19, 2016)

NDP promises to end trophy hunt for grizzly bears in B.C. if

elected in May (November 24, 2016)

MLA Report: BC Liberals fail to complete fuel management

work needed to protect communities from wild�re (June 22,

2016)

DeRozan, Lowry lead Raptors past Grizzlies 99-95 (April 01, 2016)

Grizzly bear kill increase rejected in new B.C. hunting

regulations (June 14, 2016)

Traps set for unwanted guest grizzlies off northeastern

Vancouver Island (September 19, 2016)

Photo: RCU Grizzly Run (May 04, 2016)

More grit needed, says Revelstoke Grizzlies coach after loss

(October 10, 2016)
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