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MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIR

STATE OF THE GRIZZLY
2017 was a milestone year for the grizzly bear. The grizzly was in countless headlines 
in Western Canada and the United States, for a full spectrum of reasons. 

While an important step forward, the positive 
impact of the ban on grizzly hunting will only 
be realized if we can also effectively manage 
coexistence, habitat, and food supply issues to 
ensure the long term welfare of our country’s 
bears. The latter is no small order, and thus we 
have an ambitious work program set out for 2018 
to continue to tackle these large and complex 
issues. 

I thank my fellow directors for their commitment 
and we appreciate the widespread support our 
foundation has enjoyed from many sources, and 
we look forward to your continued involvement 
as we move forward on these critical  
grizzly bear conservation issues.

— MICHAEL AUDAIN, 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

In British Columbia, the release of our Report of 
the Board of Inquiry helped re-ignite a public 
conversation about the multitude of threats the 
grizzly bears face throughout BC. 

Over the summer, we heard a record number of 
stories about the challenges of coexisting with 
grizzlies in Canada, including the now tragically 
famous Bear 148 from Banff who, after being 
extensively managed by conservation officers 
in Alberta, was killed by a trophy hunter after 
wandering across the border into BC. 

Further south, the Yellowstone grizzly bear faced 
a controversial de-listing after 42 years under the 
protection of the US Endangered Species Act. 
Meanwhile in Canada, the grizzly bear is proposed 
to be listed under our federal Species at Risk Act, 
a tardy seven years after the recommendation 
to do so was put in front of the Environment 
Minister.

And of course 2017 was the year that British 
Columbians achieved a total ban on grizzly 
bear hunting. Few issues have received such 
widespread public support in recent years, and 
we thank our provincial government for their 
wisdom in making this decision.

News was generally positive in Canada. Here 
the grizzly benefited from receiving stronger 
protection through the implementation of a 
complete hunting ban in British Columbia. It was 
a hard won fight thanks to the efforst of NGOs, 
First Nations, concerned citixzens, and a new 
government. Of the cumulative threats facing our 
grizzlies, in our minds this was the easiest one to 
eliminate.

Though we’re feeling positive about the Canadian 
policy changes and remain hopeful for population 
recovery south of the border, the North American 
grizzly bear population is not out of the woods.

To the south, federal protection of the US 
Yellowstone grizzly was abandoned on the basis 
of an arguably successfully recovering population. 
While this may appear to be a success story, 
delisting the grizzly adds the threat of hunting to 
a population that is vulnerable due to its isolation.

Increased urbanization associated with human 
population expansion, surging backcountry 
recreational pursuits, climate change, destructive 
resource development, and declining wild salmon 
runs are threats that remain and are unlikely 
to abate without our help. We must remain 
dedicated and committed if we are to ensure a 
thriving grizzly bear population.

2017 was an eventful year for the grizzly bears. 
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OUR APPROACH

Our first year of operations has seen many successes. 2017 was a year of building and launching, but 
while we established systems and processes to ensure an impactful future, we also acted as a powerful 
voice for grizzlies. The launch of our website communicated our purpose to the world, and the release 
of the Report of the Board of Inquiry, a detailed review of the current state of the species in British 
Columbia, established us as a credible and effective body in the environmental conservation and animal 
welfare world. 

Research
Research is an important way to measure the 
current state of the grizzly population and the 
issues that affect them, helping us to form 
strategies and implement solutions to protect 
the species. We therefore publish and distribute 
information on the history, ecology, conservation, 
management, and economic impacts of grizzly 
bears, with a focus on plain language to ensure 
the general public can benefit from our findings. 

To assist us with identifying knowledge gaps, 
ensure we’re not duplicating others work, and 
advise us on current grizzly bear issues, in 
May 2017 we appointed a Research Advisory 
Committee to help us establish our research 
priorities. The team provides well rounded 
opinions through the lenses of ecology, social 
science, traditional ecological knowledge, 
conservation and animal welfare , giving us a 
chance to think strategically about the best 
ways to ensure a future for grizzly bears, and the 
actions required to do so.

Conservation
We support conservation programs at the local 
and provincial level, including land use planning 
with First Nations, to conserve grizzly bear 
habitat and to sustain the grizzly population, 
particularly in regions where the bears are under 
threat of becoming extirpated. 

We advocate for positive changes for long-term 
stewardship by highlighting the cumulative issues 
that grizzlies face and their importance as a 
keystone species. To ensure that the well being 
of grizzly bears is embedded in as much of our 
governments’ decision making as possible, we’re 
speaking up about related laws and policies 
concerning grizzly bear conservation, planning, 
monitoring and enforcement.

Education
It is difficult to inspire compassion for a species 
when one is unsure why they should care. Our 
education work focuses on communicating why 
grizzly bears are important to our ecology, culture, 
and economy, and revealing their individual natures. 
The more people know about grizzlies, the larger 
the chance they will care about their fate.

To this end, we engage those who may not be 
familiar with the species by sharing facts, articles, 
and videos of relevance to grizzly bears and the 
issues they face  .  In addition to sharing resources, 
we develop educational programs for children 
and adults alike to ensure bear safety and bear 
behaviour is understood and respected.

© Jim Lawrence, Kootenay Reflections
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OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

In March 2017 we published the Report of the Board of Inquiry, presenting the current state of BC’s 
grizzly bears, from why they are important in our ecosystem to the effects of human-bear conflict. The 
report encompasses varying views heard through a number of public hearings and submissions, and 
provides recommendations to us as a Foundation, as well as to federal, provincial, and local governments 
to ensure a viable future for Canada’s grizzly bears.

In order to foster thriving and connected populations of grizzlies, we must address the individual 
challenges that they face. Our work in 2017 is just the beginning of our action on these issues.

Habitat 
Published in March 2017, the Report of the Board 
of Inquiry established habitat fragmentation of 
grizzly bear landscapes is a serious threat to the 
sustainability of certain populations.

LOOKING FORWARD

Future collaboration with resource development 
companies and recreational groups, clubs, 
and commercial operators will ensure impact 
assessments are done to propose strategies for 
the protection of sensitive grizzly bear habitat.

Management
We provided both written and in-person 
consultation to the Province of British Columbia 
on their draft grizzly bear meat hunt policy, 
maintaining the view that the policy would be 
difficult to enforce and ineffective at protecting 
the species. Thanks to much public support and 
the combined voices objecting the draft policy, 
on December 18, 2017 a complete termination of 
the grizzly bear hunt in BC was achieved.

LOOKING FORWARD

Additional work in the future includes promoting 
long term stewardship through conservation 
strategies such as wild salmon conservation, 
species at risk laws, habitat connectivity, 
sanctuaries, and more.

Coexistence
In August we published a commissioned report 
detailing current and effective non-lethal 
techniques to mitigate human-bear interaction. 

LOOKING FORWARD

We will be heading into rural BC to implement 
educational programs such as electric fencing 
demos and bear spray training to reduce the 
number of human-grizzly interactions in the area. 

Additionally, we have our sights set on creating 
a useful resource for communities establishing 
attractant management bylaws, including 
incentives, strategies, and techniques to address 
bear attractants to in turn reduce human-bear 
interaction.

We are planning a First Nations forum to assist 
Indigenous communities in exploring initiatives 
that benefit both grizzly bear stewardship and 
diverse economies, including the possibility 
of growing Indigenous led bear viewing 
operations. Other projects include research into 
tools and resources for the forestry / resource 
development sector to minimize impact on 
grizzly bear habitat.

Food Supply
We provided both written and in-person 
feedback to the federal Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans (DFO) on their Draft Wild Salmon 
Policy Implementation Plan, advocating to 
ensure wildlife needs are considered when 
establishing salmon allocations, and asking how 
the DFO plans to incorporate the vast amount 
of Aboriginal traditional knowledge into their 
salmon monitoring database.

Recognizing food security is an issue greatly 
affecting grizzlies, in November we began a 
research project to summarize the food sources 
grizzlies rely on in varying areas, in order to 
better understand how we can ensure the bears 
have plentiful sources of food across their habitat 
to support healthy and reproductive populations. 

LOOKING FORWARD

Food security and human interaction are 
intimately linked, thus we will be continuing our 
research in this area, with a particular focus on 
how and why grizzlies interact with agricultural 
and ranching operations.

© BLM Oregon - Creative Commons
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Awareness & Understanding
We developed a pilot  grizzly bear education kit for 
elementary school children to  ensure young minds 
have the tools and resources available to them to 
develop a healthy respect for, rather than fear of, 
grizzly bears .

We launched our blog, creating a space for us to 
share our thoughts and commentary on our work, 
relevant current events, and the issues facing 
grizzly bears. 

We launched our Grizzly Guardian program, by 
which supporters sponsor a grizzly bear. Each 
sponsorship is accompanied by a custom plush 
bear with a code that can be entered at our 
website, bringing you to a page with details about 
where the bear roams.

We completed a set of educational playing 
cards, giving supporters an entertaining way to 
get to know grizzlies, their behaviours, and their 
importance to our ecosystems.

LOOKING FORWARD

Our Grizzly Education Kit is being piloted in spring 
2018 in School District 6 and 26. The kits will also 
be expanded to include region-specific information 
on bear food and habitats, and all print materials 
will be translated to expand the reach to non-
English speaking students.

If you are interested in using the Grizzly Education 
Kit, please let us know. 

COMMUNICATIONS IMPACT

GBF in the news 
In our founding year we were lucky to have the attention 
of news outlets willing to help us spread our message. 
Thanks to 3 television features and numerous online and 
print stories, the release of our Board of Inquiry Report was 
an important piece of research that added momentum to 
the shift in public opinion about how our grizzly bears are 
managed.

We have continually been approached for comment on 
current events related to the grizzly by radio stations and 
newspapers, and are glad for the media’s keen interest in 
grizzly bears. CBC Radio, Global News, Business Insider 
US, CTV Vancouver, Roundhouse Radio and numerous 
rural newspapers have supported our cause. We’ve been 
featured in the Smithsonian Magazine, on Huffington Post 
Canada, and Vice.com. We look forward to continuing 
to contribute to meaningful conversations about 
environmental conservation and the role the grizzly can 
play in that space in 2018.

Our loyal community
As a young organization, we are humbled by the numerous 
people adding their voices to the growing movement of 
improved wildlife management and protection of the at risk 
grizzly. 

We communicate with over 3000 people on a day-to-day 
basis via our social media channels, sharing breaking news, 
grizzly bear research, and bear safety tips and events. We 
often provoke thoughtful and interesting conversation by 
sharing our own commentary via our blog as well as other 
opinions through published op-eds relating to current 
grizzly bear news.

Updates on our work and links to recent grizzly bear 
news is shared with our community of fellow grizzly bear 
advocates via our quarterly e-newsletter.

9
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NIGHT OF THE GRIZZLY

Our first major fundraiser, Night of the Grizzly, brought over 900 people together in a manifestation of 
society’s concern for the future and welfare of the species.

Experienced bear biologists, bear viewing guides, First Nations representatives, dedicated 
conservationists, wildlife photographers, newly impassioned bear advocates, and more gathered in 
Vancouver and enjoyed a night of bear-centric conversation, imagery, food, and entertainment from 
Master of Ceremonies Jonny Staub, artist Yared Nigussu, and singer Jacob Hoggard (of Hedley fame).

Exclusive IMAX video footage of grizzly bears in the Great Bear Rainforest was shown, as generously 
provided by filmmaker Ian McAllister. Artist Yared Nigussu wowed the crowd with a live painting of a 
grizzly bear, which was later auctioned off to a lucky bidder.  

Grizzly Champion award
In an effort to recognize and reward outstanding 
Canadians who have advanced the wellbeing of 
grizzly bears, we presented the inaugural Grizzly 
Champion Award to the Coastal First Nations at 
Night of the Grizzly.

The Coastal First Nations and their Bear Working 
Group have made an outstanding contribution 
to the stewardship of grizzly bears through 
their efforts to terminate the grizzly bear hunt 
in the Great Bear Rainforest since 2012. Their 
years of passion and dedication has truly made 
a difference to the grizzly bears of BC, and has 
inspired us all. 

GRIZZLY CHAMPIONS: Present to accept the award were Coastal 
First Nations representatives Doug Neasloss of Kitasoo/Xai-Xais 

First Nation, Alena Ebeling-Schuld of the Coastal First Nations’ 
Central Coast Bear Working Group, and Jennifer Walkus of 

Wuikinuxv Nation. Photos © Charles Zuckermann.

LEADERSHIP AND TEAM

Board of Directors
Michael J. Audain, Chair
Stuart McLaughlin, Vice Chair
Ralf Schmidtke, Treasurer
Suzanne Veit, Executive Committee
Dr Ken Macquisten, Executive Committee
Ellie Archer
Douglas Neasloss 
Doria Moodie
John McKercher
Timothy Young

Staff
Rachel Forbes, Executive Director
Raine Playfair, Programs & Communications 
Manager
Vanessa Watson, Finance Manager

Research Advisory Committee
Dr Chris Darimont
Courtney Hughes
Dr David Fraser
Dr Michael Proctor
Dr Bruce McLellan

Contractors & Consultants
Carol Smith, Consultant
Chantal Shah, Audain Foundation
Della McLaughlin, Higher Ground Holdings
Helen Davis, Artemis Wildlife Consultants
Kelly Snider, Reflect Event Management
Lana Ciarniello, Aklak Wildlife Consulting
Meghan Brennan, Research Volunteer
Sylvia Dolson, Bear Bones Trading Co.
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2017 2016

REVENUE

Gala fundraiser $ 637,634 $ - 

Retail sales 56,107 -

Donations 43,798 23,475

Deferred Contributions 7,497 92,418

Interest Income 5,205 1,560

750,241 117,453

EXPENSES

Research and programming $ 78,788 $ 73,162

Fundraising 225,243 -

Retail Operations 16,424 -

Office and administration 146,721 18,240

467,176 91,402

Excess of revenue over expenses $ 283,065 $ 26,051

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS

Year ended December 31, 2017, with comparitive information

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

2017 2016

ASSETS

Current assets

Cash $ 648,896 $ 410,521

Accounts receivable 8,545 2,025

Inventory 47,944 -

705, 385 412, 546

Capital assets 7,325 5,479

$ 712,710 $ 407,582

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current liabilities

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 9,560 $ 10,443

Deferred contributions 420,085 407,582

Net assets

Unrestricted 12,521 -

Internally restricted 270,544 -

283,065 -

$712,710 $418,025

NOTES: 
The Board approved internally restricted funds of $270,544 to be used for research and  
programming in 2018.

Financial statements audtied by KPMG LLP. Full statements available upon request.
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WAYS TO CONTINUE SUPPORTING US

The hunt may be over in BC, but grizzly bears aren’t out of the woods.

Human encroachment, habitat fragmentation, climate change and hunting in other areas is threatening 
this already at-risk species: unless we take serious action now, we may face a future without the iconic 
grizzly bear. 

We’re active in communities, in schools, and in the field, creating safer spaces for both people and bears 
and finding solutions to protect grizzly bear habitat and food sources. With your support we can protect 
this ecologically important North American icon. 

DONATIONS

You can support our research, conservation, and education efforts with a donation. Tax deductible 
monthly and once-off donations can be made securely on our website or by contacting us. 

If you are considering remembering Grizzly Bear Foundation in your will, donating securities or other 
property, or would like to speak with us about other options tailored to your giving and estate planning 
needs, please contact us at info@grizzlybearfoundation.com. 

VOLUNTEER

Interested in being involved? Our team includes several dedicated and hardworking volunteers who help 
us to secure a better future for grizzlies. Email volunteer@grizzlybearfoundation.com to discuss your 
skillset and interest so we can match you with a suitable volunteer opportunity. 

PHOTOGRAPHY

We greatly appreciate new additions to our visual library. We give full credit to photographers who 
donate their work to be used either in print or online materials. Contact info@grizzlybearfoundation.com 
if you have photos of grizzlies in the wild you’d be willing to share with us. 

MERCHANDISE

Consider giving a bear-themed gift that supports our cause. Grizzly Guardians, playing cards, and bear 
advocate bracelets are available for purchase in our online shop.

THANK YOU

This year, your support has helped bring about 
a legislated full hunting ban to BC grizzlies and 
given us a great start to developing our research, 
conservation, and education programs. 

2017 Donors
A sincere thanks to our monthly donors, one time 
donors, grizzly advocate merchandise buyers, 
Grizzly Guardians and everyone who came to 
and bought from the auctions at Night of the 
Grizzly. You’ve all made a significant impact in our 
fundraising efforts this past year.

A special thanks to Vancouver Foundation, which 
has committed to supporting our coexistence 
work in 2018. Due to their advanced commitment 
we were able to expand our planned activities.

SUSTAINING FOUNDERS $50,000+
Michael Audain and Yoshiko Karasawa

CHAMPION $10-25,000
John and Nina Cassils
Brian Denny
Bell Canada
Cactus Club Cafe
Knight Inlet Lodge
Open Road Audi
Polygon Homes Ltd.
SAM Foundation
Wild Salmon Forever 
Dale and Suzanne Barron
HSBC Bank Canada
Stuart and Della McLaughlin
Young Family Foundation

DONOR PROFILE

JANICE C WHITE 
DONOR SINCE: 2017

An avid birder, blossoming 
photographer, and wildlife rehabilitation 

volunteer, Janice holds a passion 
for grizzlies after seeing her first 

wild grizzly at Toba Inlet in 2016. A 
secondary trip to the sedge marshes in 

the Khutzeymateen secured her passion 
for and appreciation of the species.

Janice took the photo featured on this 
page. This grizzly mom lost her other 

cub on the day before Janice’s sighting, 
and the image of this surviving family is 

deeply embedded in her memory.

Photo © Janice C White
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Follow us on 

@grizzlybearfdn

Sign up for our quarterly newsletter  
at the footer of our webpage www.grizzlybearfoundation.com

If you’d like a hard copy of our quarterly newsletter  
and we don’t yet have your mailing address, please contact us.

© Jim Lawrence, Kootenay Reflections


