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Sew Powerful Purse Project 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Where do I find the patterns? Which one should I make? 

There are two patterns to from which to choose – they can be found on the Sew 

Powerful website; for the Beginner Pattern: 

https://www.sewpowerful.org/products/sew-powerful-beginner-purse-pattern and 

for the Intermediate Pattern: https://www.sewpowerful.org/products/sew-powerful-

purse-pattern 

If you are a beginner sewist or have no bag making experience, the Beginner pattern 

will be the better choice for starting out. Advanced beginners and Intermediate sewists 

may enjoy making the Intermediate pattern. The Intermediate pattern has a gusset 

while the Beginner version has boxed corners. Download both patterns! The flaps are 

interchangeable regardless of which body style you choose to make. Both patterns are 

also free. 

How do I print the pattern? My pattern is printing too 

small; what do I do? 

When you first get your pattern, either from the website/email or here in our files, it will 
be pulled up in your browser. Save the pattern file to your computer and open it in 
Adobe. If you do not do this, your pattern pieces will not be true to size. 

Open the file and select print. In the dialog box, select the pages you wish to print and 
then select "custom scale" and enter 100%. Then Select the print button in the bottom 
right corner. 
On page 24 of the Beginner pattern, there is a 1" scale. (You will find the scale on page 
29 of the Intermediate pattern.) Print this page by itself, first. Measure that scale with a 
ruler both horizontally and vertically for accuracy. 

If everything is accurate, print your pattern pieces, cut them out and sew a purse! 

Information with a screenshot of the Adobe print screen is available here: 
https://www.facebook.com/notes/sew-powerful-purse-project/printing-the-
pattern/1100757126798644/ 

https://www.sewpowerful.org/products/sew-powerful-beginner-purse-pattern
https://www.sewpowerful.org/products/sew-powerful-purse-pattern
https://www.sewpowerful.org/products/sew-powerful-purse-pattern
https://www.facebook.com/notes/sew-powerful-purse-project/printing-the-pattern/1100757126798644/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/sew-powerful-purse-project/printing-the-pattern/1100757126798644/
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What kind of fabric should I use to make a purse? Are 
there fabric prints that are not appropriate? 
 

For the main body of the purse, both Beginner and Intermediate patterns, heavier 
fabrics like denim, twill, home decorator, corduroy (although it sheds like mad when 
sewing!) and upholstery work well. Quilting cottons work well for linings and parts of 
the purse where you want to show off a beautiful print or color. You may also use 
quilting cotton, poly blends, stretch fabrics, and even sturdy knits (like Ponte) IF you 
interface them. (Interfacing is covered in the next question.) Feel free to upcycle, too! 
Thrift shops are a great resource for jeans, curtains, table cloths, sheets, etc., that can 
be repurposed into beautiful purses. 
 
As for appropriate prints, as long as it’s not some raunchy (vulgar or explicit) motif or 
something like sugar skulls, dig through your stash and use any print you like. Even 
camouflage is okay, although, that army green kind isn’t very “girly.” The girls are fond 
of bright colors, with purple and orange being the big hits. But really, any color is 
perfect. Make a purse that you would make for a young girl in your life and you can’t go 
wrong. 
 
It is recommended that you pre-wash fabrics to remove chemicals (we don’t want any 
of “our” girls winding up with an allergic reaction) and to preshrink fabrics. Pre-washing 
also allows you to catch fabrics that may bleed prolifically or have other issues. 
Amazingly, most dry-clean only upholstery and home decorator fabrics can be pre-
washed and dried. There might be some shrinkage but it’s best to catch that before 
sewing anyway.  
 
If you ever have a question about a specific fabric or print design, just ask in the group! 
 
 

Should I use interfacing? If so, what kind? 
 

Heavier fabrics like denim, home dec, upholstery, etc., do not need interfacing. If you 
are using quilting cotton, other light weight fabrics, or something with a bit of stretch, 
interfacing is highly recommended. Interfacing will add strength and stability to the 
fabric and give some body to the purse. 
 
A woven interfacing is going to be your best choice. Pellon’s SF101 (buy on sale or with 
a good percentage off coupon), Home Sew’s Staflex (homesew.com), muslin, drapery 
lining, or an ugly cotton you have in your stash will all work well. SF101 and Staflex are 
both fusibles. For the muslin and cottons, just steam press to your main fabric. It 
should hold well enough for sewing purposes. Polyester interfacings are very 
inexpensive but they also tend to disintegrate quickly and really don’t stand up well for 
purse making. 
 



pg. 3 
SU 04/2021 

In general, most main purse pieces will require interfacing IF you are using lighter 
weight or stretchy fabrics. Most linings will not require interfacing. If you are ever in 
doubt, just ask in the Facebook group since there are so many variables.  
 
Use of interfacing will take your purse to the next level. It will make for a sturdy, not 
wimpy, purse that a girl will be able to treasure longer. The girls live in a pretty harsh 
environment. You can certainly make a purse without interfacing, but it will most likely 
not hold up very long. 
 
 

Do I have to make my strap according to the pattern 
directions? 
 

No. Many purse makers find the simplest and sturdiest sewn strap is to cut a piece of 
fabric 52” long by 4” wide (joining 2 fabric strips to get the length is perfectly fine). Fold 
the fabric in half length wise then fold each side in to the center, pressing well at each 
step. Then edge stitch along both lengthwise sides.  If you’d rather not sew a strap at 
all, 1” wide webbing is a perfect option. Use either poly or cotton webbing (the latter is 
more expensive). If using poly, be sure to melt or zigzag/straight stitch the ends in 
order to prevent fraying. Our friends at HomeSew.com have a great selection of 
webbing at reasonable prices, including a multi-pack they put together just for Sew 
Powerful. (Use the code SP10 for a 10% discount on your purchases there.) 
 
 

Do I need to include a label? Where do I get them? Where 
in the purse do I put the label? 
 

There is no requirement to use labels. Many purse makers do use them, though, and 
we have a template to print your own in our files: 
https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/1458443970885846/ 
 
To use these, print on fabric printer sheets (Buy them with a coupon at Joann's if you’re 

in the U.S.) following directions. Adhere Wonder Under or Heat and Bond to the back, 

cut into roughly 2" x 1" labels, and adhere to one of the lining pieces as needed. (There 

are also several ideas for creating your own fabric sheets by doing a Google search.) 

Please stitch around the perimeter of the label (straight, zigzag, decorative 

stitch...whatever strikes your fancy) to ensure that the label stays put. 

 
 

 
 
  

https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/1458443970885846/
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How may I embellish the purses I make? 
 

Although we ask that no zippers or purse hardware be used, there are lots of 
embellishments possible. Buttons, bows, lace, yo-yos, and machine embroidery are just 
a few of the options. Embellishments are really your opportunity to unleash your 
creativity when making a purse. Some ideas are available in this tutorial: 
https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/472088643561776/ 
 
Note: We do ask that all embellishments be of minimal bulk (a yoyo with a button 
should be the maximum height). Please ensure that all embellishments are sewn onto 
the purse; no pins, please. Glue does not always hold and we want your beautiful 
creation to last a long time for the young lady who receives it. 
 
 

May I include anything extra in the purses I make? 
 

No. Please do not include cash, gum, candy, jewelry, or anything other than your 
encouragement note in the purses you send in or drop off at an approved location. 
These will be treated as “contraband” and removed. 
 
 

What should I write in my encouragement note? Do I 
have to use the format on the website? 
 

Your note card can be very simple…or not. You do not have to use the Sew Powerful 
logo format. You may use card stock, scrapbook papers, postcards, index cards, or 
even a sheet of paper. You may keep it very simple or, if for instance you’re a 
scrapbooker, make something more elaborate. You may laminate your cards or use 
some other protection method (Contact paper or packing tape, for instance) but you 
are not required to do so. Use stickers, a Bible verse, a poem, a memory or 
observation, etc, if you wish. The important thing is to encourage the young lady 
receiving the purse you make to study and keep going to school.  
 
For some writing prompts, check out inspirational quotes on Pinterest or via Google, or 
use the ideas included here: 
https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/1897979226903109/ 
 
The Sew Powerful website has lots of ideas for creating notecards: 
https://www.sewpowerful.org/pages/sp-notecard-tutorials You may also find lots of 
ideas in the Files section of the Sew Powerful Purse Project group on Facebook. 
 
If you’d like to print the logo card, four to a sheet, here is a template for you to use: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/sewpowerfulpurseproject/permalink/8936278208449

10/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/472088643561776/
https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/1897979226903109/
https://www.sewpowerful.org/pages/sp-notecard-tutorials
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sewpowerfulpurseproject/permalink/893627820844910/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sewpowerfulpurseproject/permalink/893627820844910/
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Who should use the Service Project Starter Kits? How do I 

get a Service Project Starter Kit? 

Service oriented groups frequently select a charitable organization to benefit from a one 

time or short time service project. Sometimes students need a service project to fulfill a 

graduation requirement. For both of these situations Sew Powerful has created 

a Service Project Starter Kit. The starter kit contains everything the group leader 

needs to orient her group including a step-by-step guide. There is great content as well 

as links to videos and other sources of information. If you know of a group or student 

who would like to make purses and/or notecards for Sew Powerful as a Service Project, 

please have them fill out the request form. They will receive the starter kit by return 

email. They can find the Service Project Starter Kit on the 'Resources' menu of the 

SewPowerful.org website: https://www.sewpowerful.org/pages/spsk-request-form On 

the other hand, if you are an individual who wants to make purses and notecards for 

Sew Powerful, the best way to get started is to simply download the free purse 

patterns. The patterns are available from the SewPowerful.org menu under the 'Purse 

Project' menu or CLICK HERE. 

 

I’ve finished my purse(s), where do I send them? 
 
There are several good options for getting your purses to Sew Powerful. 
 
 

Mail Them: To mail purses to Sew Powerful, do a quick check of the website 
page for the latest address details before you ship anything: 
https://sewpowerful.org/pages/where-to-send-your-sew-powerful-purses. A few 
important things to consider:  
 

• The primary mailing address in Renton Washington is a church. The church office 
is closed on Friday and Monday. Therefore, 

• The best mailing method in the United States is USPS Priority (not FedEx or 
UPS). The reason is simple – the local USPS postal carrier in Renton Washington 
understands our program and holds packages.  

• Do not require a signature.  
• For more details about trouble free mailing, check this link: 

https://www.facebook.com/notes/sew-powerful-purse-project/6-tips-for-drama-
free-shipping/1099210690286621/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sewpowerful.org/pages/spsk-request-form
https://www.sewpowerful.org/pages/purse-project
https://sewpowerful.org/pages/where-to-send-your-sew-powerful-purses
https://www.facebook.com/notes/sew-powerful-purse-project/6-tips-for-drama-free-shipping/1099210690286621/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/sew-powerful-purse-project/6-tips-for-drama-free-shipping/1099210690286621/
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As a quick reference, here are the common mailing locations as of 21 April 2021:   
 
In the U.S.: Sew Powerful, 16640 SE Old Petrovitsky Road, Renton, WA 98058 
 
For Eastern Canada: Sew Powerful, c/o Sandra Coverdale, 46C Weichel St, 
Kitchener, ON N2M 2A6 
 
For Australia/New Zealand: Sew Powerful, c/o Pat Grafton, 50 Ada Street, 
Waterman’s Bay, Western Australia 6020 
 
For the UK: Sew Powerful, c/o Sandy Simm, 16 Norman Court, Whatton Rd, 
Kegworth, DE74 2FE   UK 
 
For Brazil: Sew Powerful, c/o Sue Banman Sileci, Av Gionanni Gronchi, 4325 
Apto 41, 0574-003, Sao Paulo SP Brazil 
 

Drop Off: If you are attending a show in which Sew Powerful has a booth, bring your 

purses to the booth and drop them off (plus you get to meet the really spectacular 

volunteers running the booth and see purses made by others!). You may also check 

with your local Babylock dealer. Many are accepting drop offs for Sew Powerful and will 

send the purses on to headquarters. 

 

 

Should I include a Packing Slip with my shipment? Where 
do I find the Packing Slip? 
 
Purses and Notecards shipped to Sew Powerful are counted, packaged and 
acknowledged by Sew Powerful volunteers. The inclusion of an official Sew Powerful 
packing slip with your shipment greatly improves the accuracy of our count and allows 
us to more quickly get your generous donation on its way to Zambia. The Packing Slip 
is available on the SewPowerful.org website under the 'Resources' menu: 
https://www.sewpowerful.org/pages/purse-packing-slip  There is also a short video 
tutorial at the top of the page if you need guidance in filling out the form. Be sure to 
Print a copy of the form to include in the package and then hit the Submit button. 
Packing Slips are not a requirement. We welcome your generous contribution to Sew 
Powerful with or without a packing slip, but including a packing slip in each box of your 
shipment certainly is appreciated. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sewpowerful.org/pages/purse-packing-slip
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May I include financial donations with my purses? 

We would love your financial support of the program! For a gift of $5 we can fill each 

purse with the soap and pads (made in Lusaka), as well as the underwear that will go 

to the girl who receives the purse. These funds not only allow the purse program to run 

effectively, but also allow us to pay the soap makers and pad makers – creating good 

paying jobs in the process. The $5 contribution isn’t a requirement, so if you cannot 

afford it, please don’t feel obligated. But a gift of any amount will help us fulfill our 

mission.  

We also request that you not include a check in the box with the purses you mail in, 

those can easily get lost. We recommend you donate online at 

https://sewpowerful.org/pages/donate or mail your donation to this address: Sew 

Powerful, PO Box 2299, Auburn, WA 98071 

One last note: In order to access files found in the Sew Powerful Purse Project

group, you must be a member of the Facebook Group. If you’re not already a member, 

request to join, answer 3 easy questions, and you will be welcomed as an old friend. 

It’s a great place to ask questions, share ideas, and connect with other purse makers 

around the world. 

Have you signed up to receive our 
newsletter? We’d love to send you 

weekly emails with our program 
updates. Sign up here: 

http://eepurl.com/butgIr 

https://sewpowerful.org/pages/donate
http://eepurl.com/butgIr?fbclid=IwAR0KRdBw0AoxG7QdbB40-W2-Lkls_w-w5vIjDkXac2Z2v8yxEwHqAgnA5v0

