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Holy Land Tour 
Talk 2 

No Longer a Stranger 
Hilary Price 

 
 
Well Good Morning!  On that last note, good morning! 
 
Wow, that was a great response!  Thank you.  Thank you. 
 
And welcome to the Sea of Galilee.  I have been waiting a long time to say that.  I just want to 
make sure my Bus 9 folks are here.  The bus.  Okay!  And all the rest of you, from 1 to 8.  Thank 
you!  Thank you and welcome. 
 
I want to just very quickly give an outline as to what we are going to do this morning.  We are 
going to spend some time singing together.  We are going to spend some time listening to God’s 
Word as Hilary comes this morning and teaches from the Word of God.   
 
And then after that we are going to spend some time throughout the grounds over on my left, 
your right, and over this side and on through the swimming pool area and all these other areas for 
some times of reflection, and we are going to spend that time together. 
 
If you are like the rest of us, and we are all pretty much together on this tour, we have been just 
hustling from place to place and this gives us a wonderful opportunity, a two-day window to just 
listen to what God wants to say to us.   
 
And He does want to speak to us.  He has been speaking to us, but now we are going to have an 
opportunity to reflect and to spend some time with Him.  And that is going to be a wonderful 
thing.  So, that’s what we are going to be doing in reflection time.   
 
There are chairs all around this grassy area here so you can just take one of those plastic ones.  
We are going to leave the white ones here for the rest of the day but all along the grounds there 
are chairs to be able to have and you can sit on the ground if you want or whatever you want to. 
 
But we are looking forward to that time of reflection and hearing and listening to what God 
wants to say to us. 
 
You know all of us are here and all of us have burdens.  And I was just thinking about how Jesus 
stilled the waters that are behind us and a storm came, and you will remember that story. I am 
not going to go into preaching or anything like that, but the One who calmed the sea is with us 
even today.   
 
And the Holy Spirit lives within us and He wants to calm and bring peace to some of those 
situations that are in all of our hearts.  And we have a wonderful opportunity to allow Him to 
minister to each one of us today. 
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And so that is why we have gathered together to listen and to reflect on God and what He wants 
to say to us through the Holy Spirit of God. 
 
I just want to just end this time by mentioning two things.  One is numbers of you know that the 
Livingtruth.ca has a daily blog and some of your children or some of your friends or family 
members might want to kind of listen and see the different things that are happening day by day.  
It’s a daily blog.  So you encourage them to go to the Livingtruth.ca web page, and on the right 
hand side there is an Israel trip blog and they can click on that.  And they will know exactly what 
you are doing day by day and some of the things that have happened. 
 
So I just wanted to mention that to you. 
 
We also just want to open our time today in a word of prayer, so will you pray with me please?   
 
Father, we have gathered together because we love You and we want to hear from You today.  
You are a great God, You are an awesome God and You only do great things.  And so we are 
expecting You to do great things in our midst today.  
 
We are expecting You to work in our hearts.  And in the quietness of this day as we spend it 
together and as we spend it alone with You, Father, our prayer is that You would meet each one 
of us at the point of our need.  We all have needs but You are able to do that and we look 
forward to what You are going to show us.  Calm our hearts, bring peace and help us to listen 
well to the things You want to show us and teach us today. 
 
Father, all of us have come with burdens and Father we pray that You would become the great 
burden bearer.  All of us have storms in our lives and we pray that You would come and bring 
peace and calm those storms. 
 
Help us to focus on You, to look to You, the author and finisher of a great salvation.   
 
Father we remember as well Mary Beth and Walter who just recently had an accident and we 
commit her to You today as You help the doctors figure out what needs to happen in her life.  
But Father we know that You are with her and while she would love to be here in this company 
of people, we know that You are with her and what a company that is.  So meet her need today. 
 
Father, we look to You.  Thank You for being with us.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
Well it is my pleasure to introduce two young men who are going to be leading us this morning, 
singing, and I know I have been wanting to do some more singing.  Our bus has been singing.  
And Dave Pope is going to come and lead us in the singing.  And we are so thankful to have 
Allen Cunningham with us accompanying him. 
 
So thank you David.  Come. 
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Well, good morning everyone!  What a wonderful morning!  And what a significant place.  And 
I can understand why you want to photograph absolutely everything that moves and has its being 
here this morning.   
 
But I am going to suggest that as we begin to reflect upon not just the beauty of the place, but the 
beauty of the Lord, that we resist the temptation to get the cameras out and make sure those 
phones are switched off. 
 
And I just want to help us to focus this morning on saying, “Lord, You are amazing!  You are a 
great God!  And this morning we want to worship You.” 
 
I hope you have got your songbooks because we will be needing those for our worship times 
together.  And in a few moments we are going to stand and we are going to sing Number 18, a 
wonderful hymn of praise that declares the greatness and the majesty and the might of our God. 
 
But I am going to preface that by just reading a few words from the psalmist when he says, 
[Psalm 138:1-4] 
 
 “I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart; before the “gods” I will sing your praise.   
 

“I will bow down toward your holy temple and I will praise your name for your love and 
your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name and your word.   

 
 “When I called you answered me; you made me bold.   
 

“May all the kings of the earth praise you, O Lord. “ 
 
And may all the people this morning, as we gather together, praise You O Lord.  Let’s stand. 
 
Brothers, sisters, let’s sing and declare that He is great and worthy of all praise. Number 18.  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty.  Sing it out church. 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Merciful and Mighty! 
God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy! All the saints adore Thee; 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 
Who was, and is, and evermore shalt be. 
 
Hallelujah, sing it out. 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see, 
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Only Thou art holy, there is none beside Thee 
Perfect in power, in love, and purity 
 
Lift your voices! 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy Name in earth and sky and sea; 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Merciful and Mighty! 
God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
Lord, in this significant place this morning we lift up Your Name in praise. Father God, You are 
worthy of the very best that we can bring to You this morning.  And surrounded with the 
reminders that naturally encourage us to open our hearts and turn to You, Lord, we want to do 
that this morning.  We want to put You in Your rightful place here in our midst. 
 
Lord Jesus we lift You up.  We thank You for Your love; we thank You for all that we can 
remember in these days here. 
 
But Lord in our worship here this morning we simply want to say, “Thank You.  Thank You for 
Your love, thank You for Your salvation, thank You for all that You have given to us.  Thank 
You for encouraging us to reach out in faith and come to know You.  And thank You for the life 
that You want us to live knowing You, growing in You.  May these times be significant and 
special.  And Lord, as we worship You this morning, thank You that You have promised us that 
You will meet with us.  Thank You that You have said there is power in praise.  Thank You that 
You reminded us that You inhabit the praises of Your people.  Thank You for that promise.  
Meet with us now as we worship You, as we give You our thanks. 
 
Number 25.  We can be seated, just very gently. Let’s tell the Lord that He is worthy of the very 
best that we can bring to Him this morning.  I worship You Almighty God, there is none like 
You. 
  
I worship You Almighty God 
There is none Like You 
I worship You O Prince of Peace 
That is what I long to do 
I give You praise, for You are my righteousness 
I worship You Almighty God 
There is none like You 
 
Let’s sing that once again – sing it out – I worship You. 
 
I worship You Almighty God 
There is none Like You 
I worship You O Prince of Peace 
That is what I long to do 
I give You praise, for You are my righteousness  
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(Beautiful words) 
 
I worship You Almighty God 
There is none like You 
 
There is none like You… 
 
There is none like You 
 
If you believe that, sing it out… 
 
There is none like You 
 
Come on church this morning, 
 
There is none like You 
There is none like You 
 
 
Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, 
Let the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son 
And give Him the glory, great things He has done! 
 
To God be the glory, great things He has done 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son 
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin 
And opened the lifegate that all may go in 
 
Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, 
Let the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son 
And give Him the glory, great things He has done! 
 
O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood 
To every believer the promise of God 
The vilest offender who truly believes 
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives 
 
Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, 
Let the earth hear His voice! 
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Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son 
And give Him the glory, great things He has done! 
 
Let’s stand for the last verse. 
 
Great things He has promised, great things He has done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
But purer and higher and greater will be 
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. 
 
Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord 
Let the earth hear His voice 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord 
Let the people rejoice 
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son 
And give Him the glory, great things He has done! 
 
Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord 
Let the earth hear His voice 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord 
Let the people rejoice 
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son 
And give Him the glory, great things He has done! 
 
And all God’s people said:  Amen! 
 
And those who were really thrilled and excited said:  Amen! 
 
Thank you.  You may collapse.  Wonderful.  Well done. 
 
Well I want to not only welcome all 400 people here who are part of this tour of Israel to this 
beautiful location on the shores of the Lake of Galilee, but I also want to welcome our television 
viewers who will be joining us for this service in more than 60 countries of the world.  And you 
are going to be part of what has been an exciting 10-day period as we have travelled around the 
country of Israel visiting many of the beautiful sites that are so familiar to us from our reading of 
the Scriptures. 
 
And there isn’t a place more beautiful than where we are today here on the shores of Lake 
Galilee.  We are going to have four teaching sessions all together.  And this first session is going 
to be led by my wife Hilary. 
 
Hilary and I have been married for 33 years.  And the more I get to know her the more I realize 
how much there is I still don’t know.  And the more I get to love her – and I do, more deeply 
than ever in our 33 years of life together. 
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And she is a woman who knows God, spends time with Him, has a rich relationship with Him.  
And from the Scriptures and from that rich relationship she is going to speak to us.   
 
I am going to ask her to come and I am going to pray for her and for all of us here over these 
next sessions (if you come on this side then I can stay close to a microphone) and let’s pray 
together. 
 
Father, we thank You so much that the Word of God was not only words that You spoke through 
Your prophets, but the Word became incarnate in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  And we 
pray that through the written Word this morning we will discover afresh the living Word. 
 
Thank You for Hilary, for her walk with You.  We pray that through her lips You will speak to 
our hearts.  Give us ears to hear and thank You for what You will do in our lives as a result.  We 
pray this in Jesus’ name and for His glory.  Amen. 
 
Well it’s lovely to see you all again.  We missed you the last two days.  We have been running 
around doing some filming for our Mother’s Day broadcast and then we came here to fill our 
hearts and prepare and be ready to welcome you.   
 
And I am sure you have had a great time.  I am a bit of a mother hen on this tour and I am always 
a bit concerned about how people are getting on when I imagine you going up that gondola at 
Masada and trundling up the hillside at Ein Gedi and discovering all those places which we have 
been to.  And I was excited that you get to see them as well.  I was very excited that when you 
walked down here this morning you would see this.   
 
There can’t be a more amazing place to sit and think about the Lord Jesus and commune with 
Jesus than on the shores of the Lake of Galilee.  And I think this has to be my favorite place here 
in Israel.  We love it here.   
 
And I am happy for you to have a break.  I know you have run and run and run.  You have been 
getting up early.  You have been wonderful.  You haven’t been grumbling.  And I am really 
happy for the bus captains to have a break so for two days you are not responsible for all those 
children that you have looking after on your bus. 
 
So it is a good time to rest together.   
 
I actually first came here 25 years ago and I told the folks who met for dinner in Toronto before 
we came here that we had two little girls at that point.  And we came to the Lake of Galilee and 
Hannah was about 4 or 5.   
 
And she was so excited and she went rushing off ahead of us and she rushed towards the water.  
And then she turned around and she had got her feet all wet and she came running back and she 
looked so crestfallen. And I said to her, “What’s the matter Hannah?” 
 
And she said, “I thought I would be able to walk on the water.” 
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So disappointing.  Anyway I said, “Good for you for trying Hannah.”  And we went and had a 
good paddle together. 
 
But you know some of you might have felt that kind of disappointment as you have come here.  
You might not have acknowledged that it was disappointment, but it might not be quite as you 
were expecting it to be.   
 
And when we were at the Garden Tomb on the first day, I gave you an invitation from Jesus and 
it was,  
 
 “Come to me, all you who are weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest. 
 

“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart and you 
will find rest for your souls.” 

 
Come take, learn, find.   
 
And maybe you have been too busy to do that so far.  Maybe you are even wearier than you were 
when you heard that invitation, “Come to Me, all you who are weary.” 
 
But I want to read another invitation to you this morning from Jesus, and I think this has to be 
the most beautiful.  I hope you have got your file out, your paper out.  I am going to give you a 
lot of verses and if you don’t write them down, you will come to the end of the day and you will 
say, “What did she say and where was that Scripture?”   
 
And we have specifically given you folders, we have given you paper that you can write on, so 
you have got your notebooks.  This is Mark 6:31 where Jesus says, 
 
 “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” 
 
“Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.”  What an invitation!  Jesus 
was so often surrounded by vast crowds of people.  And actually not so far from here, He fed a 
vast crowd of people; you went there yesterday to Mount of Beatitudes.   
 
And He had them, it tells us in Scripture, sit down on the green grass and then He fed them.  
Jesus lets us sit down on the green grass and then He feeds us. 
 
There is something very significant about that little sentence.  There isn’t a lot of green grass in 
Israel (if you hadn’t noticed), but wherever Jesus gets you to sit down, there is green grass 
because it is lush and He is going to have you sit in the place where He will restore your soul and 
feed you.  
 
And He had them sit down on the green grass.  He fed them the loaves and the fishes and there 
was plenty left over. 
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Jesus has brought us here to sit down on the green grass so that He can feed us, each of us 
individually.  And He will do that for us. 
 
You will be going home in a few days and I am not sure what you were expecting when you 
came here.  And maybe you didn’t realize you had expectations until your expectations were 
disappointed - probably first at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  That is such a strange place to 
visit. 
 
Maybe then in Bethlehem.  Maybe you were disappointed.  Maybe you never made it to the star 
on the floor, whatever the star on the floor represents. 
 
And then maybe you were overwhelmed when you went to the Garden of Gethsemane and 
looked at those trees and wondered if one of those trees was where Jesus actually knelt and wept 
and struggled with God. 
 
So I don’t know where your expectations are anymore here in Israel and I don’t know if you are 
going home more convinced about who Jesus is or more confused about who Jesus is, or longing 
to be just closer to Jesus.  And you came here thinking that was going to happen and maybe it 
hasn’t happened yet. 
 
Maybe you will be going home with a real relationship with Jesus for the first time in your life, 
maybe a deeper relationship than you have ever had before.   
 
Maybe you are older in years, you have longed to come on this trip and in your life God has 
saved the best to the last and He has turned your watery life into wine, even while you have been 
here. 
 
It’s wonderful how God very often does save the best to the last, even into our older years.  And 
maybe you have had answers to questions that you have had for years and maybe now your are 
intellectually satisfied, perhaps you are intellectually much more curious.   
 
The guides are phenomenal.  Their understanding, their depth, their erudite scholarship astounds 
us.  We realize how incredibly ignorant we are when we come to Israel and listen to people who 
really know this land. 
 
And you might be going home defeated and dejected because this is very interesting and it’s fun 
but it’s a little disconnected from the life you live at home.  And the life you live at home is the 
life that has caused you to come here, perhaps with a broken heart, with sadness, with grief.  (I 
know some of you are in grief.)  With confusion, wish disappointment, with discouragement 
deep in your soul.  And you have seen many wonderful sights, but if you had to be honest, you 
haven’t seen Jesus.  You just haven’t seen Jesus.  And He is still a stranger to you. 
 
And if you were putting a title to this talk I am giving to you, it would be No Longer a Stranger – 
no longer a stranger.   
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If you are broken hearted and a little despondent, you are not the first.  You are not the first to be 
heading home longing for a believing heart and maybe wondering if this Jesus thing is all 
actually a bit of an illusion. 
 
Many of us – I didn’t have a Jesus in my childhood, I didn’t grow up in a Christian home.  My 
parents divorced when I was 19 and I came to know Christ in the midst of all that broken 
heartedness.   
 
But maybe some of you had a childhood Jesus and He is just not enough anymore.  He is not 
enough for what is going on in your life and all the things that have happened, the challenges you 
have faced as an adult. 
 
I wonder who told you who Jesus is.  And I wonder if the Jesus you learned about as a child is 
enough for you.   
 
I want you to let Jesus tell you who Jesus is, if you never have done before, in this place over 
these two days.   
 
We are going to read an extraordinary account of two despondent people who were heading 
home with discouragement in their hearts.  You have it in your folders – it’s Luke Chapter 24. 
And I am going to read to you from Verse 13: 
 
 On the Road to Emmaus 
 

“Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem. 
 
“They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 
 
“As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and 
walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him. 
 
“He asked them, ‘What are you discussing together as you walk along?’  They stood still, 
their faces downcast. 
 
“One of them, Cleopas, asked him, ‘Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who doesn’t 
know the things that have happened there in these days?’ 
 
“‘What things?’ he asked. 
 
“About Jesus of Nazareth,’ they replied.  ‘He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed 
before God and all the people. 
 
“‘The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they 
crucified him; but we had hoped’” 
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(Please underline that phrase) 
 

“‘…we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel.  And what is 
more, it is the third day since all this took place. 
 
“‘In addition, some of our women amazed us.  They went to the tomb early this morning 
but they didn’t find his body.  They came and told us that they had seen a vision of 
angels, who said he was alive. 
 
“‘Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had 
said, but they did not see Jesus.’ 
 
“He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and slow to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken!   
 
“‘Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’ 
 
“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in 
all the Scriptures concerning himself.” 

 
(Underline “concerning himself”.) 

 
“As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he 
were going farther. 
 
“But they urged him strongly, ‘Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost 
over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 
 
“When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to 
give it to them. 
 
“Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their 
sight. 
 
“They asked each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us 
on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?’” 

 
This is a phenomenal passage.  In this passage we meet these two disciples. They waited from 
Jesus; they have known Jesus really well.  They thought they knew Jesus as a prophet, powerful 
in word and deed, the amazing Messiah. 
 
They, along with the whole Jewish race, had been waiting from the beginning of the Old 
Testament when He was promised to the end of the Old Testament, when they were still 
expecting Him, very faithful, waiting. 
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400 years of silence.  400 years of not hearing from God had been endured.  At the end of the 
Old Testament – I don’t know if you have ever noticed – it ends with a curse.  The last word is a 
curse. 
 
The New Testament, after 400 years of silence, begins.  And the silence is shattered by the cries 
of a baby in Bethlehem.  It begins with a blessing. 
 
And Jesus was an extraordinary man that they had known.  They had loved Him.  He had loved 
them.  He had called them His friends.  They had witnessed miracles beyond their wildest, 
wildest imagining.   
 
There had seen people healed.  They had seen dead people raised.  They had seen blind people 
given their sight.  They had seen loaves and fishes multiplied.   
 
And now?  Now it was all over.  As far as they were concerned Jesus was dead.  The powerful 
One was in the end powerless, it would seem. 
 
I wonder if it seems to you that Jesus is powerless and that somehow Jesus is not alive in your 
life.  And along with the death of Jesus was the death of all their dreams, all the things that they 
thought were going to happen.  All they (Verse 21) had hoped for had not worked out as they 
expected. 
 
And I wonder if you came to Israel with your “had hoped for” tucked away in your heart, 
whatever it is that you have been longing for regarding your children, your husband, your wife, 
your desire for a husband or maybe a wife, your career, your home.  There is something you 
always had hoped for and it still hasn’t come to be. 
 
So we find ourselves eavesdropping on this conversation between Jesus and these two disciples.  
We are told they have (Verse 25) blind hearts, slow to believe.  Verse 27, they have broken 
hearts, their faces are downcast. 
 
Within a few verses and several hours, these blind broken hearts become burning hearts (Verse 
32), believing hearts (Verse 35), proclaiming how Jesus was recognized by them.  And in Verse 
50, which we will look at tomorrow, they become blessed hearts. 
 
So what brings about the change in a person from a blind, broken heart to a burning, believing 
heart?  How is it that Jesus moved in an individual’s life from being a stranger to being a friend – 
a friend for life, for eternal life?  (“I have come that you might have life and life abundant.”) 
 
I want to go on a journey with these two disciples and discover the condition of their hearts and 
the challenge to their hearts and this change in their hearts. 
 
In the encounter on the road to Emmaus and the meetings that took place subsequently in their 
little house and in the house of the other disciples were of course pre-Pentecost.  The Holy Spirit 
had not yet been given. 
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We live post-Pentecost.  We live the other side of the giving of the Holy Spirit.   
 
But this journey that they went on is still open to us.  This is a journey from Jesus being a 
stranger to being a friend, from ignorance of who Jesus is to understanding of who Jesus is, from 
information in the Scriptures leaving us blind to transformation in the soul, leaving our hearts 
burning.  From words on a page to words of life.  From sadness to joy.  From thinking it is all 
over in our lives, all we had hoped for, to realizing it is actually only just beginning.  From 
loneliness to belonging.  From darkness to daybreak. 
 
It is a remarkable journey.  We have talked about the physical and the spiritual in your time in 
Israel.  We see the physical, we see two men walking along the road, possibly a man and a 
woman walking along the road with Jesus.  It is a physical journey but it becomes this 
extraordinary spiritual journey. 
 
And they do not have the Holy Spirit at this point, and we do.  We are post-resurrection, post-
Pentecost. 
 
Yet are we?  Do we really live in the good of the amazing truth that Jesus Christ is alive?  What 
difference has it made to you today that Jesus is alive, and by His indwelling Spirit He lives in 
me? 
 
You see when Jesus dwells within us by His Spirit, we know that He is true to His promises.  
And one of His promises is, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” 
 
These disciples felt forsaken and sometimes we feel forsaken.  The theory is wonderful but in 
practice we doubt and we despair and we grieve and Jesus becomes a stranger to us.  He is no 
longer a friend to us.  He seems distant to us.  And we find ourselves heading home to all that is 
familiar with our faces downcast. 
 
Richard Tau? says, “It isn’t the presence of Jesus that turns our world around and brings hope 
and peace instead of despair and fear; it is our awareness of His presence.” 
 
It is not just Jesus being alive and saying that; it is knowing that in our own lives. 
 
And in these two days of stillness and quiet it is our prayer that Jesus, who has journeyed with us 
on this journey, whether you know that or not, will reveal Himself to us in new ways, and He 
will change broken hearts and blind hearts into burning hearts. 
 
So how does He do it?  Now if you are putting in headings – some people love to put headings – 
Heading #1:  Blind hearts.  What is it that causes their hearts to be blind? 
 
Verse 13: 
 

“Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem. 
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“They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 
 
“As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and 
walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him.” 

 
In other words, they were blind.   
 
So who were they and where were they going? 
 
Well, presumably they were going home.  They were going away from the place of promise 
(Jerusalem) where all their dreams seemed to have died.  And they are stranded on this lonely 
country road home. 
 
And our guide pointed out this road down to the right, he said the other day, “That’s the road to 
Emmaus.” 
 
I would love to walk that road.  It is a physical road and it’s a spiritual road. It is a road between 
Jerusalem, the city of the presence of God for these disciples back to Emmaus, this obscure little 
place, despised place, where nothing exciting ever happened. 
 
So they are stranded between the death they had just witnessed and the life that they had hoped 
for that they no longer believe is possible. 
 
The new story, which was so exciting; they are going back to this old familiar story of home.  
They are stranded between hope of everything that was in Jerusalem to despair of life just 
staying as it always was, which means Jesus wouldn’t be in it. 
 
And maybe you feel stranded in that same place.  They had dreamed beyond the confines of this 
small obscure little village that they lived in.  But their dream seems to have come to nothing.   
 
And maybe you did.  Maybe you dreamed beyond and then when it got really tough it’s as 
though Jesus isn’t there anymore. 
 
Recently Charles and I were in Jamaica.  I am actually on a board and we had a board meeting in 
Jamaica, would you believe. But I am passionate about athletics and while we were there the one 
thing I wanted to do in Jamaica, above all things, was to visit the village of Usain Bolt.   
 
Usain Bolt is the fastest man who has ever lived; ever run the 100 and 200 metres, and those are 
the events that I love. 
 
So we persuaded our driver to take us there and we made our way up into the mountains in 
Jamaica, way off the tourist track.  Finally we made our way into this little village with a kind of 
crude stone that was sitting there, somebody painted on it “Usain” like this with his world 
records at the bottom of it.   
 



	  

No	  Longer	  a	  Stranger	  –	  Hilary	  Price	  –	  Holy	  Land	  Tour	  2013	   Page	  15	  
	  

And then we went through the village and we came to his little house and a lady scuttled inside 
because she is probably sick to death of tourists coming past and taking photos.  So we didn’t 
linger; we just kept going – tiny little house. 
 
Then we passed his school – a basic little elementary school with the scrubbiest playground.  
There was not one piece of land in that village that was 100 metres long and flat.   
 
And a light went on in my head.  I thought this young boy dreamed beyond.  He dreamed 
beyond.  He probably strengthened his legs going up and down all those hills because then we 
saw his high school where it was just way down at the bottom of the valley. 
 
These disciples had been beyond.  One day disciples walked on this shore - they weren’t 
disciples at all; they were fishermen. And Jesus said, “Follow Me out of your boat and your nets 
and all your nets that tie you down; follow Me.”   
 
And they dreamed beyond, and they did – they followed Him. 
 
And maybe you have never really stepped into the adventure of following Christ.  Maybe you are 
too busy tending your nets, getting your boat out, feeding your family.  And you haven’t gotten 
caught up in the adventure. 
 
But these two have.  They have become disciples.  They had an exciting life ahead of them.  It 
was very hard to go back to Emmaus to be nobody’s with no life ahead of them, just the same 
old same old. 
 
So why are they are this road?  Well, they are trying to get away from and at the same time make 
sense of all the confusion that lies behind and everything that has happened in Jerusalem.  They 
are trying to put a distance between themselves and their pain. 
 
But, as you will have discovered, whenever you do that, you take your pain with you.  If you 
have gone on holiday and say when I get on that holiday and lie on that beach it will all be good.  
No it won’t.  You take your troubles in your bag; you take your burdens in your suitcase.  You 
never run away from them.   
 
But they can’t distance themselves from their pain.  They are actually still weighed down by it.  
So what they are talking about is their pain, it’s their pain and confusion. 
 
Jesus comes alongside them because they are going round and round in circles. 
 
Verse 14: Talking with each other – they are using human logic.  
 

“As they talked and discussed these things with each other.” (Verse 15)  
 
“With each other,” round and round, back and forth.  They don’t reach any conclusion.  They 
don’t open the Scriptures.  They don’t open the Scriptures and therefore they forget what has 
been promised.  They forget to remember what Jesus said. 
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And when we are in pain we forget to remember what Jesus has promised us.  And they did the 
same thing. 
 
And so they find everything very confusing. 
 
I wonder where you have gone with your confusion on this trip.  I wonder if you have gone to 
your friends or your husband or your wife or your tour leader or your bus captain (of course, they 
are supposed to know everything!). 
 
Or whether you have actually gone to God.   You say, “God, this place doesn’t make sense to 
me.  This is what I was expecting and this is what I see?” 
 
Or “Wow, God, this is what I see!” 
 
Have you actually talked to God yet since you have been in Israel?  Have you brought your 
confusion and your pain to Him, or are you just kind of going round and around in circles? 
 
I love how Jesus steps into the middle of the muddle.  Jesus is the expert at stepping into the 
middle of the muddle in our lives. 
 
So why don’t they recognize Him? 
 
Well, heading number 2:  Because they have broken hearts.   
 
Verse 17: 
 

“He asked them, ‘What are you discussing together as you walk along?’  They stood still, 
their faces downcast” - broken.   

 
When you are in a situation in your personal circumstances - as they call it, everything that had 
happened - (that’s their circumstances) is not looked at in the context of truth and the big picture, 
then you don’t see Jesus anymore. 
 
Your pain and your panic blind you to His presence. And then the promises don’t unfold before 
your eyes because you are no longer looking in the Scriptures, you cease to trust what He said. 
 
When you look through the lens of pain, everything gets blurred and it gets so blurred that even 
though Jesus has promised, “Never will I leave you and never will I forsake you”, you can’t see 
Him anymore. 
 
Remember Mary in the Garden by the tomb.  Early one morning, it was dark; why doesn’t she 
see Jesus and why does she think that He is the gardener?  Because she is crying so much.  And 
when you are crying and you are in pain, you often cannot see Jesus. 
 
How do they respond when this stranger draws alongside?  Well they get something right here. 
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Verse 17: 
 
 “They stood still.” 
 
Which is what we are going to do over these next two days.  “Be still and know that I am God.” 
 
Don’t keep running away from what has hurt you, what has confused you.  Dare to stand still in 
your pain.  Everything has changed for these disciples and only in the stillness and the quiet will 
they heart the gentle wisdom and the life-giving words of Jesus.   
 
It’s the same for us now in 2013 as it was for them then.  It is amazing how the more we are in 
pain, the busier we get.  The more confused we are, the more we fill our lives with noise when 
we are hurting – we try and drown out the pain. 
 
The minute we get in our cars we put on the radio.  The minute we get in our house we put on the 
television – anything to fill the silence. 
 
Because in silence – you will discover when you go for your silent personal individual reflection 
today – that any unresolved pain in your being will rise to the surface.  And that’s why Jesus 
calls us to be alone with Him because He is the Healer, the Redeemer, the Restorer.   
 
And as long as you keep trying to distance yourself from your broken-hearted pain then He will 
be a stranger.  If you allow Him to draw alongside and speak into your pain, He will become 
your friend. 
 
They didn’t fake it with Jesus.  They let their sorrow show, their faces downcast.  And it’s time 
to stand still and let your sorrow show.  
 
I don’t know how you are doing on your bus, in your hotel, with the strangers around you, 
whether you are keeping up a smiley face when actually you are just dying inside.   
 
And if somebody tried to get close to you, you might have told them to back away.  If God tried 
to get close to you, you might have pushed Him away, which is what they do. They are very 
defensive.  And when you are defensive, you become aggressive and they are aggressive towards 
Jesus. 
 
Hurt people hurt people.  I don’t know if you have ever heard that sentence, but it’s so true.  
When you meet somebody who is rude to you and aggressive towards you, it’s not about you; 
it’s all about them.   
 
So they challenge Jesus in Verse 18, 
 

“One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, ‘Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who 
doesn’t know the things that have happened here?’” 

 



	  

No	  Longer	  a	  Stranger	  –	  Hilary	  Price	  –	  Holy	  Land	  Tour	  2013	   Page	  18	  
	  

Sarcastic, blunt – I wonder if you have ever done that.  If somebody kind of tiptoes across your 
path of disappointment and you just lash out at them – there is some poor unsuspecting 
shopkeeper – I know I have done that. 
 
How does Jesus respond?  Verse 19, 
 
 “‘What things?’ he asked them.” 
 
He let them let Him have it.  He says, “Bring it on.  Talk to Me.” 
 
God is very good at that.  “Talk to Me. Come, let us reason together,” says the Lord.   
 
He lets them tell their story, their story of despair, because life circumstances have been 
disappointing.  They are downcast.  All their hopes seem to have come to nothing. 
 
And Jesus is the ultimate counselor.  The Holy Spirit is the comforter, the counselor.  He doesn’t 
shut down pain, stem it.  He draws it out patiently and very intentionally so that the teller of the 
story will gradually reveal their need and their longing in the telling of their story. 
 
There is a beautiful verse in Proverb 20:5 and it says, 
 

“The purposes of a man’s heart are deep waters, but a man of understanding draws them 
out.” 

 
And Jesus is the Man of understanding. 
 
I want to quote to you from Roy and Revel Hession’s book, “We Would See Jesus”.   
 

“Just as water always seeks the lowest depths in order to fill them, so is Jehovah always 
seeking out man’s need in order to satisfy it.  Where there is need, there is God.  Where 
there is sorrow, misery, unhappiness, suffering, confusion, folly, oppression, there is the I 
Am yearning to turn man’s sorrow into bliss whenever man will let him. 
 
“I it not, therefore,” (listen carefully to this) “the hungry seeking for bread, but the 
Bread seeking the hungry, not the sad seeking for joy, but rather Joy seeking the sad, not 
emptiness seeking fullness, but rather Fullness seeking emptiness.  And it is not merely 
that He supplies our need, but He becomes Himself the fulfillment of our need.  He is ever 
‘I am that which My people need.’” 

 
When you sit in the quiet alone in your reflection time, don’t think of seeking after God; wait to 
be found by Him.  It is not all about you desperately trying to find Him.  Jesus the Savior draws 
alongside and finds these two confused people.  They don’t run all over Israel looking for Him.  
And they stand still and listen to Him with their faces downcast. 
 
And when He says to them, “What things?” They say, Verse 19: 
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“About Jesus of Nazareth.  He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and 
all the people.” 

 
Was – ring that -  in other words it’s all over for us.  That’s the reason for their despair. 
 
Verse 20: 
 

“The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they 
crucified him; but we had hoped” (we had hoped) “that he was the one who was going to 
redeem Israel.” 

 
Had hoped – past tense.  “We had a clear plan and it didn’t work out.”   
 
And actually their plan was very limited and faulty because Jesus came to redeem far more than 
just Israel.  He came to redeem the Jews and the Gentiles.  
 
And their view of the Messiah is limited and selfish and small and therefore very easily upset.   
 

“What is more, it is the third day since all this took place,” they say. 
 

But Jesus had promised that He would rise up on the third day and He had given them hope 
when the promised hadn’t even been fulfilled.  And God is always the answer to the promises of 
God.  He is the answer. 
 
They weren’t willing to wait.  It’s the third day and in their panic and their pain they forgot the 
promises of God and it’s not over.  They had just gone round and around with human wisdom 
and they have convinced themselves it is over. 
 
Verse 22: “In addition, some of our women amazed us.  They went to the tomb and they told us 
that the angel said He was alive.  And some of our companions went; they found this and the 
women and the angel and the companions,” and they quote absolutely everybody – everybody 
except Jesus Himself. 
 
It’s so easy to run around getting ideas from everybody and not talk to Jesus – personal ideas, 
religious ideas, human ideas – and conclude we do not see Jesus. 
 
Let Jesus tell you who He is – Jesus tell you who He is. 
 
I know for some of you this trip is frustrating because you have people around you saying Jesus 
is alive and you say, “I can’t see Him.” 
 
Just because you can’t see Him doesn’t mean He is not there.  This is one of these moments, “I 
know what I feel – don’t confuse me with the facts” moments that these disciples are going 
through. 
 



	  

No	  Longer	  a	  Stranger	  –	  Hilary	  Price	  –	  Holy	  Land	  Tour	  2013	   Page	  20	  
	  

Jesus has revealed to them their hearts.  He has drawn out their story.  Their hearts are broken 
because they think that all they had hoped for is over.  Their hearts are blind.  Their eyes are 
downcast.  They look no further than what they can see and in it all they can’t see Jesus.   
 
And He has had enough with their limited human reasoning, their earthbound conclusions which 
look down. 
 
Jesus basically steps in and says, in effect, “Look up.  Regardless of what you see, what has God 
said?  And what has God promised?” 
 
Verse 25: 
 

“He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken!  Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’ 
 
“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in 
all the Scriptures concerning himself.” 

 
“Did not the Messiah have to suffer?”  You see the moment suffering comes into our lives many 
of us think that God has exited our lives as though His presence and suffering are not compatible 
– it’s one or the other. 
 
And if your expectations of God and who God is and what He does are faulty, then when things 
are tough you won’t recognize or accept that He is present because the circumstances will not 
match up to your expectations about God.  Your expectations about God need to be true, they 
need to be Scriptural. 
 
John 16:33:  “In this world you will have trouble,” Jesus said. 
 
Expect it, anticipate it.  And when it comes, John 14:1,  
 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God.  Trust also in Me.” 
 
Personal suffering, which we all know, is an opportunity to trust God more than you have done.  
It’s not the moment to cease believing in the God that you thought would not allow suffering in 
your life. 
 
Pain brings us opportunity to realize the truth of all His promise is bound up in Himself and His 
presence. 
 
So how does Jesus change these blind, slow to believe hearts into believing burning hearts?  It’s 
so simple. 
 
He tells them a story – His story, the real story, not the story that they are caught up in that is all 
confused, but the real story that has always been in place and always will be in place.   
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It was written since the beginning of time, beginning with Moses and all the prophets.  He 
explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning Himself. 
 
Let Jesus tell you who He is.  Let Him tell you who He is.  They had His story in their hands but 
they couldn’t see Him in it.  They couldn’t see themselves in it because their circumstances had 
led them to perceive, and therefore believe, that all they had hoped for was over. 
 
And when you think it is all over and you think that all you had hoped for now will never be, 
with those children who have walked away from home, for that broken marriage, you head home 
and resume life without Jesus.  You just say, “Well I’ll just keep my head down and keep going.” 
 
We need to let Jesus step back in and explain to us what was said in all the Scriptures concerning 
Himself.  And then He invites us back into His story, but you are still on track, whether we see it 
or not. 
 
What happens when they start to sense the truth of what this stranger up to this point is revealing 
to them?  As they listen to him explain Scriptures they want more and more and more.  And I 
don’t know how long this Bible study went on.  This has to be the most amazing Bible study of 
all time.   
 
Jesus Christ led the Bible study. He led them into the Bible to reveal Himself to them.  
Somebody said the Bible is the only book that when you read it the author shows up.  And Jesus 
showed up. 
 
Verse 28: 
 

“As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if He 
was going further. 
 
“But they urged Him strongly, ‘Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost 
over.’  So he went in to stay” (underline ‘stay’) “with them.” 

 
You see as He invites them back into the story, they invite Him into their humble life, their 
humble village, their humble house. 
 
As Charles and I talk you will recognize that the house is a representation of yourself, your life, 
inviting Christ in. 
 
And it is when broken hearts, longing for healing, and blind hearts grasping for understanding, 
cry out to Jesus as the night closes in, as the day is almost over (“stay with us through the 
night”), transformation happens. 
 
Have you ever asked Jesus to stay with you through the night?  It is in the dark that Jesus moves 
from being a stranger to being your friend.   
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It was these words that I read months ago now, probably back in July, “Stay with us through the 
night” that led me to this passage for this retreat.   
 
Who hasn’t gotten to the end?  Who hasn’t seen the dark closing in and begged Jesus to be there 
in the dark? 
 
Let me quote to you from a series that Pete Briscoe did recently in His Telling the Truth 
Messages.  It was on marriage.  He begins by saying a quote from Barbara Streisand,  
 

“Why does a woman work ten years to change a man’s habits and then complain that he 
is not the man she married?” 

 
And then Pete goes on to say this: 
 

“Farmers are scared to death of locusts.  A single swarm can cover over 100 square 
miles and might contain hundreds of millions of ravenous insects that can totally strip the 
land of plant life.  The most recent major infestation was in 1915 near Jerusalem, a place 
where it is difficult to grow food in the best of circumstances when an enormous swarm of 
locusts swept through it causing a major famine, devastating the population and left a 
wasteland void of all hope (that might describe your marriage – “a wasteland void of all 
hope”).  And he said, “This is the devil’s lie: Your marriage is hopeless. 

 
“Right before marriage blooms,” Pete says, “into what it is supposed to be, most, if not 
all of us, come right to the edge of hopelessness.  I know – I was there.  My wife and I felt 
bitter anger toward each other so much that we wished we could be done.  How did we 
not burn the bridge of divorce?  It might have been a legitimate option on our list. 

 
“In the Batman sequel “The Dark Night” Harvey Dent says the night is darkest just 
before the dawn.”  And I promise you the dawn is coming. 

 
“Let me say the same thing” (and let me say the same thing):  “if you feel that you are at 
the end of your marriage, if you have gone the way of your flesh, if you look across the 
table at night saying, ‘I don’t even like you anymore’, you are right on the doorstep of 
what God has for you.  Don’t give up now; reach for the promise of God.  You will keep 
in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast because they trust in You (Isaiah 26:3).  
I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten (Joel 2:25). 

 
“It’s a beautiful image,” Pete says.  “If your marriage is like that utter wasteland, God 
says, you see that devastation?  I will restore everything that is lost.  I will bring it back 
to life, new life in Me.” 

 
And then he prays, “God in the midst of these troubles I trust You and You alone.  Heal 
my heart; give me hope for my relationship.” 
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The fire has almost gone out and it burns again.  And these disciples are on the doorstep of what 
God has for them.  But to enter into what God has for them they have to invite Jesus across the 
threshold, into their pain and confusion and into their home, into their heart, into their very lives. 
 

“Were not our hearts burning within us when he talked with us on the road and opened 
the Scriptures?” they say. 

 
And their blind eyes that couldn’t see through pain and disappointment were opened and they 
recognized Him. 
 
Heading Number 3:  They had believing hearts. 
 
They replaced their broken blind hearts.  And what brought about this change?  When did He 
cease to be a stranger and become a friend? 
 
When they invited Him in as the night closed in on them.  Jesus stepped out of the Scriptures and 
stayed with them and shared a meal with them. 
 
My greatest intimacy with Jesus Christ has come when I have pleaded with Him to stay with me 
through the night, when the day is almost over and the light is fading and my hopes have gone 
and my dreams are in the dust and I cannot enter the dark night without Him. 
 
I have looked into Scripture because of my own personal experience to find other people who 
wrestled with God in the night.  And there are many of them.   
 
Jacob wrestled with God through the night, all night.  And he cried out to God, “I will not let 
You go unless You bless me.” 
 
Have you ever screamed that to God?  God, this hurts and I hate it and it’s dark and I am here 
with You all alone but I will not let You go unless You bless me.” 
 
Hang on to the blessing.  Night hurts but the dawn comes and you might walk with your hip 
knocked out of joint the rest of your life, but you will know God and you will have met Him in 
the dark and He will no longer be a stranger to you.  He will be a friend to you.  You will 
recognize Him – Jesus, in the midst, in the muddle, in the dark. 
 
There are many who had conversations with God in the dark.  Go into your Scriptures and find 
them, where they wrestled with Him. 
 
And in the dark God gives you treasures of darkness.  He can’t give you them in the daylight.  
He can’t give you them anywhere else.  He can only give them as the night closes in and you say, 
“Stay with me – stay with me through the night, Jesus.” 
 
Moses responded to God’s invitation to come up on the mountain and stay.  Exodus 20:21: 
 
 “Moses entered the thick darkness where God was.” 
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That was a lifeline to me a few years ago.  I thought the thick darkness was where God wasn’t.  
It’s where God is.   
 
So Moses entered it and he stayed there. 
 
David sat up at night watching his flock and he knew this place of intimacy with God and it was 
forced in the darkness, Psalm 63:6-8, 
 
 “On my bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night. 
 
 “Because you are my help, I sing in the shadow of your wings. 
 
 “I cling to you; your right hand upholds me.” 
 
Have you ever actually encountered God in the dark?   Have you ever begged Him to stay 
because the day is almost over? 
 
The Lord Jesus Himself, we are told, on the night He was betrayed took bread, and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is my body which is for you; do this in remembrance of 
us.” 
 
Have you ever thought what a strange sentence that is?  “The Lord Jesus, on the night he was 
betrayed, gave thanks?” 
 
Is that what you do on the night you’re betrayed, in the dark? 
 
You see Jesus knew all about the dark.  He knew what it was to wrestle with God in the dark.  He 
wrestled alone in Gethsemane because all the disciples would rather shut their eyes and go  to 
sleep and pretend the dark wasn’t happening. 
 
But Jesus knew where this journey was going.  “If it is possible, let this cup pass from me, if it is 
possible let this cup pass from me,” wrestling with God.  “If it is not possible, I will drink the 
cup.” 
 
Have you been on that journey?  “I don’t want this cup, God.  I don’t want this life.  I don’t want 
this child with disability.  I don’t want this husband with mental illness.  Let this cup pass from 
me.” 
 
And you wrestle in the dark to realign your will to God’s will and you end up saying, “God, if it 
is not possible, I will drink the cup.  Your will be done.” 
 
Jesus Himself hung onto the blessing. He hung on.  Keep trusting God. 
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And things didn’t get better; they got worse.  When the dawn came, the spiritual darkness fell 
and the moral darkness fell and the darkness gave way to the light of the betrayer accompanied 
by soldiers coming to arrest Jesus. 
 
And where is Peter?  Peter, who hasn’t trusted God in the dark, who hasn’t wrestled with God, 
who has slept instead of praying, swashbuckling out with his sword, lopping off the ear of a 
soldier – why?  Because he is not prepared in prayer, so he reacts to the situation. 
 
Jesus, who has wrestled with God all night, responds to the situation and he is in total control in 
that Garden.  Don’t think Jesus is being pushed under at that point against His will.  He has 
surrendered His will to willingly go with those soldiers.  He could have smite them all if He had 
chosen to. 
 
And Peter is ashamed.  He is ashamed he let the dark night pass without encountering God, 
without surrendering to God, and he runs away. 
 
The next thing we find he is not following closely; he is following at a distance.  And when he is 
asked if he knows Jesus, he denies Him.   
 
If we refuse to get close to God in the dark time, it won’t be long before we just start drifting 
away from Him and denying Him. 
 
I don’t know if you have encountered God in the dark, if you have had intimate fellowship with 
Him, if you recognize Him in the dark, if you let Him prepare you in the dark for what lies 
ahead.  It is a wonderful place to discover God in the dark where your hope is restored and you 
wrestle until you emerge as one who has hung on for the blessing. 
 
And the blessing of course is God Himself. 
 
And that night in the home of these disciples that Jesus had met on that roadside, when He was 
invited into their home, He takes charge. 
 
He is the host, He is not guest.  When He was at the table (Verse 30) with them, He took the 
bread, He gave thanks, He broke it, and He began to give it to them. 
 
He was in charge.  And He took the bread as a visual aid and it enabled them to recognize Him.  
Here He was taking the bread, giving thanks, again in the dark, but in their house now, in their 
lives. 
 
And this is the Jesus we know.  I am sure they thought, “This is the Jesus who eats with us, 
kneels and washes our feet, breaks the bread and tells us it’s His body, gives the wine and tells us 
it is His blood.  The life in the blood – we now see it is not about death.  He is alive.”  And they 
recognize Him in life where they had lost Him in death. 
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And now all they want to do is run and tell their friends and family who they know are also 
confused and are also waiting in the dark, which is probably true of lots of your friends and 
family. 
 
They are in the dark.  They are disillusioned in the dark.  Verse 33 we read,  
 

“They got up and returned as once to Jerusalem.  There they found the Eleven and those 
with them, assembled together and saying, ‘It is true!  The Lord has risen and has 
appeared to Simon. 

 
“Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by 
them when he broke the bread.” 

 
You see, now they have a story to tell, and it is a personally encountering God in the dark story.  
 
Have you got one of those?  A personally encountering God in the dark story?   
 
I read Amy Carmichael a lot.  Amy Carmichael went to India and rescued little girls who were 
being sold for temple prostitution.  I visited where she lived and since then I have read her 
devotions.  And one of her devotion books is called Edges of His Ways. 
 
And way back in July when all this message was formulating, I read this devotion. 
 
Come up to Me and be there.  Exodus 24:12: 
 

“When Moses went up a cloud enfolded him.  In that cold darkness he heard words which 
afterwards he spoke to the people in the heat and glaring light on the plain. 

 
“So day by day as we look forward to the hours that seem to rush upon us, we see not 
clearness but a cloud.  Then a voice that we know calls softly, ‘Come up to Me and be 
here.’  The cloud of the unknown becomes for us the very overshadowing of the wings of 
the Lord.  What a beautiful statement. 

 
This darkness, this cloud that we fear so much becomes for us the very overshadowing of 
the wings of the Lord.  We sit down under the shadow with great delight and His fruit is 
sweet to our taste and this fruit tasted first in the dark along with Him, will be ours for 
others. 

 
“‘What I tell you in the darkness,’ He says to us still, ‘that speak ye in the light.’  
(Matthew 10:27).” 

 
I have to say most of what I speak in the light has come out of what God has told me in the 
darkness.  And it seems strange that we read, 
 

“And their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their 
sight,” Verse 31.” 
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He is here. They have recognized Him.  Why did He go when they pleaded with Him to “stay 
with us through the night?” 
 
Well tucked away is that little word “stay” (I hope you circle it).  In that word is the wonderful 
truth that Jesus is alive. 
 
In the Old Testament God never came to stay.  He came and He went.  He visited individuals.  
He invited them into His story.  He equipped them by His Spirit – a specific person for a specific 
time for a specific purpose.  And then He withdrew.  He was a God afar.  He was a God to be 
feared.  He was a God you brought sacrifices to.  Blood was shed.   
 
Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.  And now Jesus has brought forgiveness.  
Jesus has shed His blood. 
 
And this little incident shows us a couple moving from the Old Testament God to the New 
Testament Jesus Christ.  Their relationship previously was about a God they feared; they were 
forbidden to see God.  No one can look on God, we’re told 
 
There’s that wonderful moment when He passes by Moses and He allowed him to see His back 
and He tells him who He is – He is a God of longsuffering and patience. 
 
But they couldn’t go near the mountain, they couldn’t touch, they couldn’t be close.  But Jesus 
touched people; people touched Jesus, children clamoured all over Him.   
 
In the Old Testament people sacrificed over and over again and it was never enough.  And the 
day came (it’s recorded in Hebrews Chapter 10:5-7), Jesus looked out of heaven and He said, “I 
am coming down.  I am coming to be the Sacrifice.” 
 
Verse 5: 
 

“Therefore when Christ came into the world, he said:  ‘Sacrifice and offering you did not 
desire, but a body you prepared for me; with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were 
not pleased. 
 
“Then I said, ‘Here I am – it is written about me in the scroll – I have come to do your 
will, my God.’” 

 
Jesus offered to come and God let Him go.  I used to think when I read that verse “God so loved 
the world, He sent His only begotten Son”, well that’s all very fine for God – He sits in heaven 
and says to Jesus, “On you go; you go and sort them all out.” 
 
And I thought that wasn’t fair.  And then I understood, Jesus said, “I am the sacrifice.  I will go.”  
And God so loved the world He sent His Son, and Jesus came. 
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And God in Christ moved in, not to just visit and disappear. He moved in to stay.  He made the 
world.  He visited the world.  He met with people.  Now He came to live, He came to stay.   
 
Leviticus 26:11-12 He promised, 
 
 “I will put my dwelling place among you.  I will walk among you and be your God.” 
 
And Jesus walks among us, He has come to stay.  And even when you can’t see Him and He 
disappears from your sight in the night, He has come to stay. 
 
And the shift from Him visiting to remaining all takes place at His baptism, and if you blink, you 
miss it.  
 
It’s in a little verse – John 1:32-34.  I am going to repeat a word in it and I want you pick up on 
it. 
 

“Then John gave this testimony:  ‘I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and 
remain on him. 
 
“ ‘I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 
“The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize 
with the Holy Spirit.’ 
 
“‘I have seen and I testify that this is God’s chosen Son.” 

 
And the repeated word is?  Remain.  Jesus has come to stay.  The Father speaks, the Son hears, 
the Spirit hovers.  In this moment we have the Godhead together and Jesus has come to stay. 
 
So once their eyes have been opened and they recognized Him, He can disappear from their sight 
because He has come to stay and He will be back again in His new resurrection body until this 
moment at Pentecost where He comes forever to abide in us by His Holy Spirit. 
 
He will remain.  “Abide in Me”, Jesus promised “and I will abide in you.” 
 
He has come to stay.  He is the final sacrifice. 
 
So although now at this point they are left, they are not bereft as they were before. 
 
And now they have (Heading 4) burning hearts. 
 
When did their broken hearts start burning?  When He opened up the Scriptures. 
 
Someone has said, “The New is in the Old concealed.  The Old is in the New revealed.” 
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And Jesus reveals the Old in Himself.  What was concealed in Moses and all the prophets 
concerning Jesus?  What turns words on a page to words of life?  Why maybe is Jesus still 
hidden to you?  Where do you think you will find Jesus? 
 
John 5:39 Jesus rebuked the Pharisees, 
 

“You study the Scriptures – in fact you study the Scriptures diligently because you think 
that in them you have eternal life.  These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, but 
you refuse to come to me.” 

 
Is your Bible alive?  Is it a place you meet with God?  Is it your very lifeline?   
 
I wonder how many of you have an intimate personal relationship with God.  I was saying to 
somebody yesterday, when I became a Christian at the age of 19 I was told by many zealous 
Christians that Christianity is not a religion; it’s a relationship.   
 
But I soon discovered the 90% of the people who said those words didn’t actually have the 
relationship that they told me it was.  They just told me it’s a relationship; they didn’t have one.  
They just said it was one. 
 
How about you?  How’s your relationship going with Jesus?  Is it the most important relationship 
in your life?  Is it the non-negotiable in your life or do you just kind of ditch it?  Do you give up 
the times of reading and meeting and praying and pleading with God and start going around in 
circles backwards and forwards and getting more and more confused? 
 
Their broken blind hearts had become believing hearts.  He gives them bread; they recognize 
Him.  They become burning hearts when He opens up the Scriptures concerning Himself 
beginning with Moses and all the prophets. 
 
Charles has two sessions – one this afternoon and one tomorrow morning – and that is his brief 
speaking with Moses and all the prophets and reveal Christ in the Old Testament.  Quite a tall 
order in two sessions. 
 
But may you have the same experience this morning as you go off alone.  May you experience 
intimate fellowship with Jesus Christ.  Perhaps the night is closing in for you.  The sun is shining 
very brightly here for all of us today, but perhaps in your heart, it’s a very dark place in there 
because you have a broken heart. 
 
Your personal story might have brought you to Israel very confused and very bemused and you 
might have forgotten to remember the promises.  It is our prayer that God will draw you back 
into His story and remind you that all that is true of Him can be true for you again.  And all that 
you had hoped for in your marriage, in your home, on your street, in your church, in your place 
of work, is still possible.  You don’t have to head home with a despondent heart thinking, “Well 
we never actually saw Him. 
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And that is why we have carved out this time and I am going to explain to you how we are going 
to do this reflection time.  And maybe the bus captains – they are already in place – thanks. 
 
This personal quiet reflection is absolutely essential for us to now respond to God.  From what 
you have heard this morning, what you have been seeing while you have been travelling around, 
it’s time to have one-on-one fellowship with God.   
 
Now for some of you that might be rather intimidating because it might not be something you do 
normally.  It might not be a part of your life.  But I would just encourage you to dare to go there. 
 
I have written a reflection which is very simple for you to walk through.  It is going to take you 
into Scripture and it is going to ask you to respond on page from your heart.  This is not a test – 
you are not going to be examined on this.  Nobody is going to see your sheet.  Your blue folder 
for this retreat is your personal encounter, journey, walk with God. 
 
And we’re told in Matthew, “When you pray, go into your room, close the door, pray to your 
Father in secret, and your Father who is already there will see you in the secret place.” 
 
So this is your secret place.  And I am going to give you really clear instructions and I want you 
to follow these instructions for your own sake.   
 
This reflection is a silent reflection.  That’s very hard for some of you because some of you love 
to fill any silence with your talking.  This is not time for talk.  It is a silent reflection; it is a 
solitary reflection. 
 
Even if you come as a couple, I am asking you to go alone.  You do your own personal 
relationship with God. 
 
And it is a reflection where you stay present.  It says on your little folder that lunch is at 12:15 – 
it’s actually at 12:30. 
 
We have given you the best gift we could give you – an hour alone with God.  I wonder when 
you last had that. 
 
This afternoon you will get exactly the same.  Tomorrow morning you will get exactly the same.   
 
This is our greatest gift to you on this trip, to go and be still and know that He is God.  And if 
you find that you are really with God and you don’t want to break off for lunch, come later for 
lunch.  It’s fine – the food will still be there.  Better that you hunger after Him than hunger after 
your falafel. 
 
Let me give you the logistics.  There is a phenomenal beach over here with a huge pile of chairs 
back to the back of it.  Please do not, if you see somebody sitting, go and plunk your chair two 
feet from there, and say, “hey, how are you getting along?  What do you think about Verse…?” 
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If somebody is already sitting there, go and give them space and distance and put your chair 
somewhere else. 
 
There is a beach here.  If you go up on that headland, one of my favorite place is the rocks.  You 
can actually get down the rocks (you’re probably not supposed to) but if you just go down the 
other side of the rocks, nobody can see you and you can see out onto the lake. 
 
There are lots and lots of chairs.  You don’t need to be within ten feet, ten yards of anybody.  So 
you just find your space and once you have got a good one, you will have it today, you will have 
it this afternoon, but do bring your chairs back to where you – actually you can leave your chairs 
where you put them – fine. 
 
Yeah, the swimming pool area is open and there are a whole pile of chairs in there if you go and 
sit around there because there is some shade in there too. 
 
When you have finished, if you think, “Oh, it was just such an amazing time – I will just go and 
see how Betty is getting on…Oh, Betty, what did God say?” and Betty is like, “Oh, go away.” 
 
Please do not go barging into somebody else’s sacred space.  This might be a whole new idea for 
you.  I promise you this will be the most important time of your stay in Israel.  And let your soul 
settle.  Whatever the voices are and the pain rising up and your mind whirling around – just let 
your soul settle.   
 
You could not have a more amazing place to let Jesus still the storms in your life – you couldn’t. 
 
So I am very excited.  I am going to pray and from this moment onwards, none of you will 
speak. There is nothing to discuss with anybody.  You will get up. You will go to the back.  
There are four exits.  There are two people.  They will give you the reflection.  You will head off 
with your folder, your pen.  You will go and find a chair.  You will go alone. 
 
I am going to pray. Yeah, after lunch we come back to this place at 2.  So you have an hour and a 
half for lunch.  You have an hour for your reflection.  Don’t raise yourselves up yet (I know you 
are all raring to go now). 
 
I am going to pray and then after you leave David is going to sing, “Be Still for the presence of 
the Lord, the Holy One is Here.” 
 
And I do ask you to follow these instructions.  It’s really, really important.  This place should be 
silent.  This whole campground should be still to know that He is God for the next hour. 
 
Let’s pray together.  Lord, we thank You for Your presence here this morning.  We thank You 
for this amazing little cameo of two despondent, discouraged disciples heading home thinking 
it’s all over.  Thank You that You are the Good Shepherd.  You are the Seeker; You are the 
Bread of Life who comes to find the hungry.  You are the Living Water who comes to find the 
thirsty. 
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God, we are hungry, we are thirsty.  Some of us are extremely confused and some of us feel the 
night is closing in.  We thank You that You are present with us, You love us, You promise to 
stay, You called us to abide. Help us to learn even in this hour to abide in You as You abide in 
us. 
 
Thank You for Your love.  Thank You that the darkness is not a place to fear but a place where 
we can encounter You.  Thank You that the Scripture says, “Even the darkness will not be dark 
to You.” 
 
I pray You would bring light into our dark places today as we quietly head off just alone with 
You.  And we pray in Jesus’ wonderful risen Name, Amen. 
 
So you can start to pick up your things, get your chairs, move right away.  There’s an enormous 
campground.  Return for lunch at 12:30.  Session at 2. 
 
Be still for the presence of the Lord 
The Holy One is here 
Come now before Him bow 
With reverence and fear  
In Him no sin is found 
We stand on holy ground 
Be still for the presence of the Lord 
The Holy One is here  
 
Be still for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around 
He burns with holy fire 
With splendor He is crowned  
How awesome is the sight 
Our radiant King of Light 
Be still for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around  
 
Be still for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place 
He comes to cleanse and heal 
To minister His grace 
No work too hard for Him 
In faith receive from Him 
Be still for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place  
 
No work too hard for Him 
In faith receive from Him 
Be still for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place 
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