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Holy Land Tour 
Talk 1 

Why Look for the Living Among the Dead? 
Pastor Charles Price 

 
 
Good Morning!  Welcome to Jerusalem!  I have waited a long time to say that.  As we begin this 
morning I just wanted to read a verse of Scripture.  Psalm 103 says,  
 
 “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name.” 
 
 “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.” 
 
We have gathered this morning to worship the Lord.  I know, if you are like me, this is my first 
opportunity to be here in this place and I just want to stand up and shout, but we are not going to 
be able to do that because we are televising.  So I want to encourage you just to stay seated and 
stay in as close as we can. 
 
But as we sing and as we have an opportunity to praise the Lord, I guess you have to think in 
your mind and in your heart that you are standing up. 
 
But we are going to have a wonderful time this morning as we worship the Lord and spend some 
time together around the communion table as well.  And just to let you know that the communion 
cup that you will be sharing (well we will each one have an individual one – you don’t have to 
share the communion cup), but you will be able to take that home with you if you want.  So just 
so you are aware of that going into it. 
 
But we just again want to welcome each of you here today.  My name is Gregg Bryce and I will 
be serving as part of the host along with my wife Patti for our tour, so you will see us popping up 
all over the place in a number of the different buses throughout our tour together.   
 
We are looking forward to being with you and to have Charles and Hilary with us as well 
throughout this time.  So just let’s praise the Lord together. 
 
Let’s open in a word of prayer and from there I am going to hand it over to our distinguished 
host of this particular garden, Richard.  And he will be just coming up in a moment to share with 
us a little bit more. 
 
Let’s pray together.  Father, we acknowledge that You are a wonderful God.  We love You and 
we love learning more and more about You.  And I pray, Father, that this experience of allowing 
us to walk where You have walked might ignite within us a new passion and a desire to allow 
You to live through us that we might touch the world in which we live.   
 
Thank You that You are with us today.  Thank You that You live inside of us and may be enjoy 
and celebrate not only Your death and burial but also Your resurrection even today.  Thank You 
that You are alive and well and may You live well through us today.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
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Richard. 
 
Well good morning to you and welcome to the Garden Tomb.  I sometimes feel I have to say to 
North Americans, “I hope you understand my English.”  But since you have got Charles as your 
pastor and Dave Pope leading worship, best you do learn to understand pure English.  Welcome 
to the Garden. 
 
This place has been owned by a British Christian charity for 119 years.  It was bought from a 
Turk during the Turkish Occupied Empire and existed under six political administrations.  And I 
am determined that the Garden Tomb will go on proclaiming the gospel until the Lord Jesus 
returns to the Mount of Olives two kilometres over there sometime quite soon.  Don’t you agree? 
 
We have a huge responsibility and a privilege and an honor here in the Garden.  We welcome 
over a quarter of a million people in here every year.  It would be (3:27)….stupid to call it very 
unique (the Garden Tomb) but it is a unique ministry. 
 
Can you recognize the privilege and the honor when we have all those people from around the 
world coming here?  We can open the Bible and share it with them.  We haven’t forced anybody 
to come in here.  We haven’t charged anybody to come in here.  You all come in totally free so 
that we can then open the Bible and not dilute the story.  Where else can you do that in the 
world?  Isn’t that wonderful? 
 
So as you move on from here, please to continue to remember the ministry of the Garden Tomb 
because we have this just unique opportunity to expose the gospel to so many people.  I have 
guides who guide in 20 to 25 languages here.   
 
So if our first prayer is that you all are touched by the Spirit of God when you come here, our 
second prayer is that everybody hears the story of the crucifixion and the resurrection from a 
believer in their first language.  Then they really engage with the story, don’t they?  And God has 
no distractions between Him and reaching deep into the spirit of people coming to the Garden. 
 
Our final ambition here in the Garden is it’s the highlight of your time in Israel.  Well I know 
this is your first day here and so you have got nothing to compare it with.  And because Charles 
and that whole group are leading you around, you are going to have the most wonderful time 
here in what we call “The land of the Holy One” where Jesus walked.   
 
Here in the Garden Tomb, as you know, we may or may not in a precise place on your satellite 
navigation system where Jesus was crucified and where He was buried.  We will never make that 
claim because if we can’t prove it, we won’t say it.   
 
So as you meet together in this place, as you break bread, as you drink wine, just remember you 
do it in remembrance of what Jesus did.  And I personally believe that Jesus would die on the 
cross just for the salvation of Richard; He loves me so much.  I hope you believe that as well. 
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So the Lord bless you as you meet and worship here together, as you start your tour, as you go 
out into the land.  I pray that you go back to your home more like the Lord Jesus. 
 
Thank you Richard.  Well, good morning.  It is lovely to see you all.  I know some of you are a 
bit bleary eyed and it was an early start for you.  But you have all got such lovely positive looks 
on your faces and we appreciate that.  Today is quite a challenging day for you.   
 
I am Hilary Price and it’s our pleasure to be part of the team that is leading you around and 
helping organize things and giving you the best possible experience here in Israel that you can 
have.  
 
And the team is made up of all kinds of people.  It is made up of your bus captains who you have 
met and people on the tech crew and people on practical things and many people who help but it 
takes a lot of people to get you here and to get you through the land.   
 
I just want to introduce Allan who is on my right here and you probably wouldn’t notice him if I 
didn’t say anything about him.  Allan and Dave are doing our worship, leading our worship 
while we are here.  And Allan is very quiet and he plays the piano exquisitely and Allan and I 
were at university together a long time ago.  And I didn’t come to know Christ until I was 19 and 
I was at university and I was on the Christian Union executive group there and Allan was the 
president. 
 
And I didn’t come from a Christian home and I knew really nothing about what it meant to be a 
Christian and he was my mentor in many, many ways.  And a few years ago we did this tour and 
we invited Dave to come and Dave invited Allan.  And Allan and I got reunited after all these 
years. 
 
So I am 57 now and I was 19 years old when I came to know Christ and Allan played a crucial 
part in my early years of discipleship in his leadership – very quiet, beautiful, humble leadership.  
So I am really glad you are here Allan – sorry to point you out.  It’s just so exciting that we get to 
do this together. 
 
So I just want to welcome you to this journey and I was billed to introduce the journey and in a 
sense you kind of feel you have done the journey now but you haven’t.  The only journey you 
have done was on a plane and a bus and getting you here.   
 
And now the journey really starts. And this isn’t a journey now that you can quantify – you can’t 
tick and say, “Oh yeah, we did that leg of the journey; that’s over.”  This is a private journey, it’s 
a secret journey, it’s a heart journey that all of you are being invited to make.  And not invited by 
us, but invited by Jesus. 
 
I just want to read a verse to you, which is probably very familiar to you.  It is from Matthew 
Chapter 11 Verse 28 where Jesus says,  
 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.   
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“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. 
 
“For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

 
That has to be the most beautiful invitation in the world, particularly when you are exhausted and 
jet lagged and weary.   
 
But Jesus invites us to do four very simple things in that verse.  He says, “Come, take, learn and 
find rest.”  And that is His invitation.   
 
We can get you on buses, we can take you to different sites, but we can’t make this heart journey 
for you.  And at all the sites we go to and all the places we go to and all the things we experience 
and all the people you meet, a lot of it gets very confusing and Jesus simply says, “Come – come 
to Me.  Let’s just talk about this.  Let Me make this make sense to you.” 
 
And it’s our prayer on this journey that you will not just have come to Israel, but you will 
actually come to encounter the risen Christ.  Otherwise this will just be a tourist trip and it isn’t. 
We long for you to encounter Jesus.  And you can because He is risen, which is why we start the 
journey here at the Garden Tomb and why Charles will talk all about the risenness of Christ. 
 
So we are very excited that you have made the journey here, but I am more excited about the 
journey you are going to make in your heart in response to Jesus. 
 
Well Good Morning Everyone!  What a wonderful place to be this morning to inspire our 
worship and our praise.  And although we have been instructed to remain seated, we are going to 
stand up on the inside and be excited by all that we come to share together this morning.   
 
I want you to turn to Number 39.  I want our worship to capture something of the excitement of 
that first Easter Sunday morning when the women came to anoint a body with spices and there 
was no body to anoint.  “He is not here!  He is risen!” 
 
I think we should commence our worship by using that traditional declaration where the leader 
would say, “The Lord is risen” and the excited people of God say, “He is risen indeed!” 
 
Let’s try that shall we?  
 
The Lord is Risen!   
 
He is risen indeed! 
 
Let’s try that again!   
 
The Lord is Risen! 
 
He is risen indeed! 
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Thine Be the Glory… 
 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
 endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won; 
 angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 
 
Refrain: 
 Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
 Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won. 
 
(Number 39 in your handbooks – number 39 and everybody singing this morning! 
 
 Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
 Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
 let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing; 
 for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.  
 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won. 
  
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
 life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 
 make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love: 
 bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.  
 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won. 
 
Hallelujah!  We worship a risen Savior this morning.  Let’s turn to another song that you will 
know well.  Number 26 in your handbooks.  In Christ Alone My Hope is Found.   A living hope 
because of what we celebrate this morning.  He is my light, my strength, my God.  Let’s sing 
together. 
 
In Christ Alone my hope is found 
In Christ alone my hope is found,  
He is my light, my strength, my song;  
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,  
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  
What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!  
My Comforter, my All in All,  
Here in the love of Christ I stand.  
 
In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,  
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Fullness of God in helpless babe.  
This gift of love and righteousness,  
Scorned by the ones He came to save:  
Till on that cross as Jesus died,  
The wrath of God was satisfied –  
For every sin on Him was laid;  
Here in the death of Christ I live.  
 
There in the ground His body lay,  
Light of the world by darkness slain:  
Then bursting forth in glorious day  
Up from the grave He rose again!  
And as He stands in victory  
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,  
For I am His and He is mine –  
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.  
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death,  
This is the power of Christ in me;  
From life's first cry to final breath,  
Jesus commands my destiny.  
No power of hell, no scheme of man,  
Can ever pluck me from His hand:  
Till He returns or calls me home,  
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.  
 
Amen!  The Lord Bless you this morning! 
 
Well, Good Morning!  I am going to add my welcome as well to that which has already been 
given as well.  Gregg is my colleague at the Peoples Church and you will be getting to know him 
well.  Dave Pope has been a friend for many years and we are delighted Dave has come from 
England to lead us in our worship times here and the retreat we are going to have up in Galilee. 
 
I believe every province in Canada is represented in the Canadian segment of this group.  We 
also have folks from the United States, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Zambia, India and 
the United Kingdom (which we usually call the Holy Land, but on this occasion we will let that 
stay here in Israel).   
 
And we are looking forward to getting to know many of you.  We are going to be fast moving 
around the country seeing some of these wonderful sites and places, but hopefully developing 
good relationships and friendships as well. 
 
And we are very grateful to the Garden Tomb Association for giving us time and space to meet 
like this this morning.  There will be other folks visiting the Garden so don’t be distracted by 
people walking by or you see groups walking around.  We are sharing this, I believe today, with 
about 2,000 expected guests who will be here in the course of the day. 
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I am going to read from Luke Chapter 24 and Verse 1.   
 

“On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they 
had prepared and went to the tomb. 
 
“They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not 
find the body of the Lord Jesus. 
 
“While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like 
lightning stood beside them. 
 
“In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to 
them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he has risen!  
Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 
 
“‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the 
third day be raised again.’ 
 
“Then they remembered his words.” 

 
We are present this morning at the possible site of the tomb of Jesus Christ.  Nobody knows for 
exact certainty simply because at the time the tomb itself was not significant.  It was the person 
of Jesus Christ Himself who was significant.   
 
But actually there should not have been a tomb at all for Jesus because He died, you remember, 
as a Roman criminal.  And as a Roman criminal, His body had become the possession of Roman 
authority.   
 
And in Jerusalem the bodies of criminals who had been crucified (and there were many 
crucifixions during the Roman era), their bodies were normally thrown into a deep narrow gorge 
on the south side of the Old City, known as the Valley of Gehenna, or sometimes in Scripture 
known as the Valley of Hinnom. 
 
And that really was the garbage dump of Jerusalem.  It’s where all the garbage was thrown and 
there was a fire continually burning down in the bottom of that valley.  The bodies of dead 
animals were thrown there.  And so were the bodies of criminals, to be incinerated, and that is 
where the bodies of the two thieves crucified either side of Jesus would have been thrown. 
 
On Thursday morning this week I walked to the Valley of Gehenna and I was first there about 40 
years ago and then it was still a dirty garbage area.  Now it has been cleaned up quite a bit but 
right at the bottom there is still a lot of garbage there.  There is still evidence of fires that have 
burned in order to destroy the garbage that has been dumped there. 
 
But Jesus’ body, though normally as a Roman criminal should have been thrown there, was not.  
Let me explain why. 
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The decision to crucify Jesus was made by Pontius Pilate on the early morning of what we know 
as Good Friday.  In the very early hours of that morning the Sanhedrin Council had met.  It was 
the highest Jewish authority (71 members plus a presiding Chief Priest, so 72 in all). 
 
They didn’t have the authority to sentence anybody to death but they decided they would 
recommend to Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor, that this man Jesus, for a variety of reasons 
that you can read about in Scripture that they had presented, were sufficient for Him to warrant 
being crucified.   
 
They brought Him before Pontius Pilate, you remember, and he interrogated Jesus and realized 
there really was no case and that He should go free.  But it just so happened that Herod, whose 
territory was Galilee at that stage, was in Jerusalem, and as Jesus was a Galilean, Pontius Pilate 
thought, “Well I’ll get this off my hands and I will send Him to Herod and Herod can interview 
Him.” 
 
He was sent across the city to Herod.  Herod tried to get Him to perform some miracles to be 
entertained by Him, and eventually sent Him back to Pontius Pilate who knowing there was no 
case against Jesus, decided there was a good way of releasing Him.   
 
As it was the Passover, he would offer one of the prisoners due to die to be set free.  And he 
decided to let the crowd choose who would set free.  He had selected two – he had selected the 
worst of the prisoners, a man called Barabbas who as a robber and a thief.  And he selected the 
best – a man called Jesus. 
 
And in Pontius Pilate’s reasoning, he thought, “If I give them the choice of one of these two to 
be set free, they are going to choose Jesus.”   
 
Everybody knew Barabbas.  He was a thief, he was a robber.  When Barabbas was in town 
everybody locked their doors, kept their kids at home, kept their women folks off the street.  This 
man was dangerous.  And Pilate said, “You can have this man back on the street this morning if 
you want him, or you can have this man, Jesus.” 
 
And people in Jerusalem knew Jesus.  Nobody had to lock their doors when Jesus was around.  
They didn’t keep their kids at home.  They loved Him. They climbed all over Him.  There was 
nobody afraid for their women folks when Jesus was around. 
 
Which do you want?  And to Pilate’s amazement, they began to say, “Release to us Barabbas!” 
 
And if you read the story carefully, Pilate then began to argue in favor of Jesus, in defense of 
Jesus and said, “Why?  What has this man done?” 
 
And they began to chant all the louder, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” 
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And so Pilate washed his hands, which meant “I am not responsible for this”, but he allowed the 
crowd to have their way, handed Jesus over to the soldiers who beat Him, flogged Him and then 
made Him carry His own cross up to a place called Golgotha. 
 
And by 9:00 that morning He was already on the cross.  Things had moved very fast through the 
early hours until 9:00. 
 
Now the disciples had been wrong-footed by all of this.  They were not expecting Jesus to be 
arrested and to be crucified and so they were not thinking in terms of Him dying.  And so they 
had no time to think about a burial, they had no time to plan His funeral. 
 
But there were two men on the Sanhedrin Council who voted against the crucifixion of Jesus.  
The vote was 69 for, 2 against of the 71.  The two who voted against were a man called Joseph 
of Arimathea.  And it says in Luke 23:50, 
 

“There was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council,” (that is, the Sanhedrin 
Council) “a good and upright man, who had not consented to their decision” to crucify 
Jesus. 

 
So that’s the first vote against – Joseph of Arimathea.   
 
The other vote came from a man called Nicodemus.  Nicodemus had come to see Jesus one night 
earlier on, and you remember that story, and he was introduced in John Chapter 3 Verse 1 as “a 
man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council.” 
 
These two men voted against the crucifixion of Jesus and these two men knew what was going to 
come.  And it was these two men who planned the burial for Jesus. 
 
Because it was the responsibility of the Roman Governor to decide what to do with the bodies of 
criminals (and normally they would just throw them, as I said, into the Valley of Gehenna), it 
tells us in John’s gospel Chapter 19 and Verse 38 that behind the scenes, Joseph of Arimathea 
asked Pilate for the body of Jesus.  That was Pilate’s prerogative. 
 
With Pilate’s permission, it goes on to say, he came and took the body away.  That was after 3 
p.m. when Jesus had died.  He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited 
Jesus at night. 
 
And Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 75 pounds’ weight. 
 
And taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it with the spices in strips of linen.  This was 
in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 
 
And at the place where Jesus was crucified there was a garden and in the garden, a new tomb in 
which no one had ever been laid - possibly this garden; possibly this tomb down behind me. 
 
Because it was a Jewish day of preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.   
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We can’t be sure if it’s actually the tomb, but it was very close to the place of crucifixion.  And if 
Golgotha, the place of the skull, is the site that has been identified (and you will be introduced to 
it, or will be if you have not yet gone on the tour around this garden), then it is a matter of only a 
couple of hundred metres away from the face of the tomb. 
 
And the reason I am telling you this is because it was not just a fluke of history that Jesus had 
two friends from the Sanhedrin Council. 
 
Joseph of Arimathea, by the way, was a secret disciple. Nobody knew he really was a friend of 
Jesus.  Nicodemus had come by night so nobody would know. 
 
So these two men were probably secret disciples, both of them.  But it is interesting that the Old 
Testament Scriptures in the book of Isaiah had prophesied very specifically what would happen 
with the body of Jesus.   
 
Because in Isaiah 53:9 it says, 
 
 “He was assigned a grave with the wicked, but was with the rich in his death.” 
 
Now one alternative translation is this: 
 
 “His grave was appointed with the wicked, but with the rich man was his tomb.” 
 
When it says that His grave was appointed with the wicked, He died as a criminal under Roman 
law, destined for the grave of the wicked (which would be that His body would have been 
incinerated that night in the Valley of Gehenna). 
 
But said Isaiah, with the rich man was His tomb.   
 
And so Joseph of Arimathea was the rich man who happened to be at the right time in the right 
place with the right connections who asked permission.  He clearly had access to Pontius Pilate, 
a man of influence, and was able to take the body of Jesus and bury it in his own tomb, exactly 
as written by Isaiah in the 8th Century before Christ with pinpoint accuracy. 
 
I have said on several occasions that we have a better reason for believing the facts about Jesus 
than that the Bible tells us that they happened.  And the better reason is that the Bible tells us that 
they would happen long before they ever did happen. That’s impressive. 
 
If you pick up today’s newspaper and read yesterday’s news, we’re not surprised by that – we 
expect to do that. 
 
If you pick up today’s newspaper and read next week’s news and next week it happens exactly as 
you read it this week, you would probably want to meet the editor.   
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If it was next month, next year, next century, we would have reason to stop and scratch our heads 
and say, how in the world, with such accuracy was this statement made so long in advance? 
 
Only four people attended the funeral of Jesus – Joseph and Nicodemus, and then it tells us in 
Mark Chapter 15 that Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of Joseph stood and watched 
Joseph and Nicodemus as they laid His body in a tomb. 
 
None of the twelve disciples attended.  One had already committed suicide that same day (Judas 
Iscariot).  The other eleven had fled for their lives, were hiding behind locked doors, we’re told.  
Presumably completely disregarding the body of Jesus, assuming He had probably been thrown 
in the fire of Gehenna. 
 
The next day was the Sabbath and so everybody lay low on the Sabbath.  The women who 
wanted to embalm the body of Jesus were not able to come to the tomb that day, but on the third 
day two women came with spices and perfume, as we began to read there in Luke 24. 
 
And when they came to the tomb, the stone that had been rolled across the front of it had been 
rolled away.  They went inside, the body was gone, and suddenly two men stood there.   
 
And they asked a question that we need to ask ourselves as well. 
 

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” 
 
In other words, don’t only think about who Jesus was; think about who Jesus is – present tense.  
You are looking among the dead for past tense Jesus, but He is not past tense; He is alive, was 
the message they gave to them. 
 
You know, when we go to a grave of a loved one perhaps, it is usually to think about who they 
were.  When we go up to the Mount of Olives, you will see that the whole of the side of the 
Mount of Olives is full of tombs.   
 
And Hilary and I were up there a couple of days ago and we saw a whole van load of people 
come and find their way down amongst the tombs to the tomb of somebody who was clearly a 
loved one or a family member or for some reason they wanted to be there and stood around the 
tomb.  They began to read together from the Scriptures they had brought with them. 
 
And without doubt what they were doing was remembering who this person was, past tense, 
remembering what they had done (past tense), remembering what they had meant to them (past 
tense). 
 
These women came to the tomb to do that very thing.  And the two men standing there said to 
them, “You are looking in the wrong place if you are looking for somebody in the past tense.  He 
is not here; He is risen.  This is not a memorial to a martyr; this is evidence, this empty tomb, 
that this Jesus is alive again.” 
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And this of course becomes absolutely crucial to the Christian faith and to the Christian message.  
We are not remembering a Jesus who was, who did marvelous things, who said marvelous 
things.   
 
Christianity only makes sense in the light of the fact that the Jesus who was is the Jesus who is, 
today, right now, alive, and with whom we can know and interact, with whom we can engage. 
 
And there are three things I will just leave you with regarding the resurrection of Christ and why 
it is so central and vital for the Christian faith and to the Christian life. 
 
First of all, because the resurrection of Christ gives proof of who Christ is.  That is what Paul 
said in Athens in Acts 17:31.  He said, 
 

“For God has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has 
appointed.  He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead.” 

 
Now, said Paul, this is the ultimate proof that this is the authentic Messiah.  God has given that 
proof by raising Him from the dead.  And everything about Christ that is important to us is 
proven by His resurrection from the dead.  It is proof of His uniqueness. 
 
I have been to many tombs of famous people.  I have been to the tomb of Winston Churchill in 
Oxford in England, Oxfordshire, been to the tomb of Mao Tse Tung in Beijing in Tiananmen 
Square.  
 
I have been at the tombs of the Pharaohs of Egypt.  I have been to the grave of John F. Kennedy 
in Arlington Cemetery in Washington. 
 
All these tombs have one thing in common of course, that this is where the remains of that 
particular person lie.  In the case of Mao Tse Tung, he is actually on display.  He looks plastic 
but supposedly that’s him.  You can walk by and look at him. 
 
It’s a great (38:59)…because on the way in people are selling plastic flowers and people buy 
them and they go in and they throw them, and people collect them and take them out the back 
and come back in selling them again.  Great little business for somebody! 
 
This tomb is unique; it is empty. 
 
And God, in raising Jesus Christ from the dead, amongst other things, vindicates Him as the One 
sent by God and the One to whom the whole of creation, says Paul, the whole of humankind is 
ultimately accountable.  That’s his point there. 
 
And if we need proof of the uniqueness of Jesus Christ, we need to look at the empty tomb and 
realize that He is not here. 
 
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:17, 
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“If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins…we are to be 
pitied more than all men.” 

 
Listen we are either a pathetic bunch of people here this morning, to be pitied by everybody else 
for our naiveté in believing in a resurrection or we have got hold of the most important thing in 
human history. 
 
Because if Christ is not raised, we have no gospel, we are still in our sins, we are to be pitied, 
says Paul. 
 
Second thing:  if the resurrection of Christ gives proof, the second thing is that the resurrection of 
Christ gives power.   
 
This is not just an historical event and we stand back and say, “Wow, that’s fantastic.  Wow, I 
am really impressed with the fact that God raised Him from the dead.” 
 
But this becomes something that is personal and subjective in our own lives and experience.  So 
Paul writes in Philippians 3:10, 
 
 “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection.” 
 
What is the power of His resurrection?  It is the transformation of our lives by being brought into 
a relationship with the living Jesus Christ.   
 
That’s why many of you are here this morning because you have known that in your own 
experience.  It is very likely some of us have not known that and don’t know that.  But a majority 
of us on this tour are here because you share that common experience with others that you have 
come into a relationship with Jesus Christ where the living Christ has indwelt your heart and 
your soul and transformed you. 
 
I was reading just the other day about a hundred years ago there was an American atheist who 
was very well known.  His name was Robert Ingersoll and he travelled around giving lectures 
discrediting Christianity.   
 
And once he was in London in England and he stood up before a large audience and said, “There 
is no God, and if there is a God may he strike me dead in the next five minutes.”  He took out his 
big pocket watch and he counted down the five minutes.   
 
And according to the article I read, it said men sweated, ladies fainted.  They were expecting a 
lightning bolt to incinerate him. 
 
And at the end of five minutes, nothing happened.  He said, “There you are.  There is no God.”  
And he scoffed at the Bible and scoffed at God. 
 
There was a well-known preacher in London at that time called Joseph Parker.  And somebody 
told him about Ingersoll’s five minute challenge of God.   
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And Parker said, “So this gentleman from America thinks he can exhaust God’s patience in only 
five minutes?” 
 
And when Ingersoll was told about that, he invited Joseph Parker to come to a public debate 
about the claims of Christianity.   
 
And Parker accepted the debate on certain conditions.  He said to Ingersoll, “I will bring ten men 
from my church who have been delivered from alcoholism by Jesus Christ.  And I am going to 
ask you to bring only one man who has been delivered from alcoholism by atheism.  I am also 
going to bring 10 couples whose marriages have been saved and renewed by Jesus Christ.  I am 
challenging you to bring one couple only who can tell you that atheism has saved their 
marriage.” 
 
And Ingersoll declined the challenge.  He hadn’t gotten anybody who was willing to testify.   
 
You see you can debate all kinds of things that you cannot prove scientifically but you can refute 
a changed life. 
 
And Paul said, “I want to know Christ, I want to know the power of His resurrection.” 
 
You see, when Jesus Christ was raised again from the dead Paul tells us He defeated the last 
enemy which was to be destroyed, which was death. 
 
And if Jesus Christ, in being raised again from the dead, defeated the last enemy, it means He 
defeated every other enemy in the process. 
 
So if you and I have been defeated by an enemy, we have been defeated by an enemy which 
itself has already been defeated by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
 
“I want to know Christ” says Paul.  Not about Him – I want to know Him, someone who is alive, 
someone who is real.  And I want to know the power of His resurrection.  I want to know the 
transformation that He can bring about by indwelling a man, a woman, a boy or girl, by His Holy 
Spirit. 
 
And the third thing – the resurrection gives proof, the resurrection gives power, the resurrection 
gives promise.  Because in 1 Corinthians 15:17 Paul says, 
 
 “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 
 
 “Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.” 
 
(That means those who have died are lost) 
 
 “If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 
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“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep.” 

 
In other words, the resurrection of Christ, says Paul, is the prototype, the firstfruit, the promise of 
a resurrection that God is going to give to all those who are in Christ. 
 
If Christ has not been raised, says Paul, there is no resurrection, but if Christ has been raised then 
our resurrection is guaranteed. 
 
And it is at this point Paul goes on to say, “Death has been swallowed up in victory.  Where, O 
death is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?” 
 
And Paul can afford to stand on the sideline and mock death.  “Where is your sting?  Where is 
your victory?” 
 
Yet of course we go through physical death.  I am quite glad about that; I don’t want this body 
forever – falling apart already.  But this body is not the sum total of you or of me.  Our bodies 
are not who we are, and this body will die and be buried. 
 
But because Jesus Christ was raised from the dead, there will be a resurrection of the body but 
also the absence from this body is to be present with the Lord to live eternally in His presence.  
And that is the glorious promise of the gospel. 
 
The empty tomb of Jesus is the foreshadowing of our own empty graves. 
 
And so the question those two men asked the women at the tomb, “Why do you look for the 
living among the dead?”  The grave is not the focus anymore.  He is alive!  His is alive! 
 
There are many monuments to dead people but for Jesus we are not interested in that.  We are 
glad to come to a place like this; we are glad to speculate what it was like 2000 years ago if this 
was the spot, for those who made this incredible discovery the tomb is empty because He is 
alive. 
 
And Mary Magdalene meeting Him, maybe in this very garden, thought He was the gardener – 
not expecting Him.  When He looked her in the eye and said her name, she recognized Him. 
 
But the issue was not the place.  As we heard earlier, that’s why people weren’t looking for the 
place of Jesus’ resurrection for more than 300 years.   
 
And then Constantine’s mother came here and began to look for where the possible site might 
be.  And I can imagine the Christians saying, “Well why are you interested in that?” 
 
“Oh, just out of curiosity.” 
 
And now of course people build shrines over such places. 
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But the issue is not the place; the issue is the person.   
 
Our prayer for this tour is that as we take in all these wonderful sights and we see these places, 
these names for which we are so familiar from our reading of the Scripture, that above and 
beyond all of that, as Hilary said to us earlier, we would have a fresh meeting with the living 
Christ, we’ll hear again His words, “Come to Me, abide in Me, learn to be loved by Me.” 
 
And we will go back from this place enriched, not because we have been in places, but we have 
met again with the person of the living Jesus Christ. 
 
That’s why this is such a wonderful place to start this tour.  If we were following chronologically 
the life of Jesus or chronologically following Scripture, we should have ended up here, but we 
have started here because we begin not with a Christ who was, but a Christ who is. 
 
Don’t look for the living among the dead because He is not among the dead.  He is alive. 
 
If you don’t know Him or you have neglected to develop that relationship with Him, let this 
week be a time of renewed rediscovery and a fresh relationship with the living Jesus Christ. 
 
We are going to share in the communion in just a few moments and my colleague Gregg Bryce is 
going to lead us in that.  But we are going to pray together.  We are going to have a song before 
that.  We are going to pray together and let’s ask that Christ will make Himself fresh and real to 
us again during these days together. 
 
Father, we are so grateful that we can be at this beautiful place within the immediate vicinity of 
where the Lord Jesus Christ was made sin for us that He might carry us in judgement and satisfy 
the justice of God that in exchange we might be forgiven and freed.  And then having been 
buried, He was raised again from the dead and is alive today. 
 
And we pray that our relationship with the Living Lord Jesus Christ will be deeper and richer 
and more experiential and fuller and more central in our lives as a result of this time together. 
 
Thank You.  In Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 
 
Amen. Thank you Charles.  My response to that wonderful message this morning is just in one 
word:  Hallelujah, hallelujah.  The Jesus who was is - the Jesus who is. 
 
In preparation for this very special celebration of communion, we are going to sing just three 
verses of the traditional tune, Number 42 in your songbooks, “When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross on which the prince of glory died.  May richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on 
all my pride. 
 
We will remain seated. 
 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
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My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 
Amen. 
 
If you have got your Bibles with you, I’d like you to turn with me very quickly to Matthew 26.  
In many ways this is an opportunity for us as followers of Jesus Christ to walk in the paths and in 
the steps that Jesus has taken in His life. 
 
And I wanted to look at some of the words that Jesus gave.  And He talked about what we began 
to refer to as the Lord’s Table.  And that common passage in Matthew where Jesus is speaking 
and He actually institutes the Lord’s Supper for the very first time.  It was His last supper.  It was 
the night that He was betrayed.   
 
And on that night it reads this in Verse 26 of Matthew Chapter 26, it says, 
 

“Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after they had blessed it, broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; this is my body.’ 
 
“And then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them saying, 
‘Drink of it, all of you.  For this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 
“‘I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new 
with you in my Father’s kingdom.’” 

 
I am always intrigued when I look at these passages that tell us about the Lord’s Table.  And 
there are numbers of different things that we can gather and think through what was happening.   
 
But as I was contemplating what to say this morning I was thinking about how Jesus took just 
ordinary things.  He took an ordinary supper that He had probably had for 33 years, most likely 
one supper every day.  And just that simple ordinary supper and then He began to tell them and 
share with them what some of the ordinary pieces were around that supper and how it pointed to 
Himself.  
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It was just an ordinary thing.  And I am amazed at how God takes ordinary things – ordinary 
people, ordinary events, just as He took something that was ordinary but it was something that 
He was able to invest in because He was being obedient to His Father. 
 
And out of the obedience and dependence on His Father He took something that was ordinary 
and made it into something that we celebrate (depending on our tradition, whether it’s once a 
week or once a month or whenever, each quarter) that would help us remember what He had 
done for us. 
 
Jesus takes ordinary things – ordinary people, ordinary events and He infuses them, He blesses 
them and He sanctifies them as those individuals are willing to be obedient and dependent on 
Him.   
 
God does that through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 
And I am amazed at how Jesus took, while they were just eating, and He began to point things to 
Himself. 
 
And the other thing I was amazed at as I was reading this again was how often He thanked the 
Lord for the emblems that represented His life and His blood, His body.  That is an amazing 
thing that God is willing to be so thankful. 
 
I find it difficult because things are so ordinary to often say “thank you”.  And we need to 
rehearse that word over and over again.  Thank you, thank you. 
 
And I have an imagination that as we walk in these roads and the villages and the places we are 
going to be at over the next ten days or twelve days, however long it is, that we are going to be 
able to repeat and thank the Lord for the many things He is going to show us, the way He is 
going to renew and revive His Spirit within us as we go to the different places we are going to be 
visiting, starting today and through the rest of this week. 
 
But we need to have that attitude of thankfulness.  And Jesus, as He was looking forward to the 
death that was just going to happen to Him by 9:00 the next morning, emblems and symbols that 
were going to represent His death, He says, “Thank You Father for this bread.  Thank You for 
just these common things.” 
 
But when God takes something common, He actually makes it holy and He blesses it. 
 
We have an opportunity this morning to remember His death and we have an opportunity to 
participate.  And I trust that all those who are followers of Jesus Christ will participate.  Our bus 
captains are going to be handing out and distributing the bread and the wine.  We want to kind of 
do this as we are thinking about the Lord.   
 
But there are two emblems that He talks about.  One was the bread, and they had it just right 
there with them at that supper meal.  And He took it and He said, “I want you to see this bread 



Holy	Land	Tour	–	Talk	1	–	Price	2013	 Page	19	
 

and how it represents and illustrates My body.  And as you take a piece of the bread, remember 
that this is My body, which is broken or given to you.”   
 
Just a simple little wafer, an ordinary wafer, and yet it reminds us of the body of Jesus Christ that 
He was willing to give it for each one of us.  And He broke it and He gave it out to His disciples. 
 
Jesus was always giving.  And we are probably most like Jesus when we are giving, when we are 
showing love and compassion to one another and to others who are not part of our family or our 
congregation or our community. 
 
And He took the cup and He said - after giving thanks, He said, “This is going to represent a new 
covenant that I am making with you.” 
 
I don’t know too much about covenants but I do know, having studied – and I enjoy history – but 
many, many centuries ago and many millennia ago, when people made covenants with one 
another, it was oftentimes the sovereign or the lord or the master of a property or an area who 
would make a covenant.  
 
He would take the first step to move towards someone who had offended him.  And in order to 
make that relationship one again, it was the lord or the master that would go to that servant or to 
someone that was under him and he would say, “Let’s make a covenant together.”  There was a 
brokenness in that relationship. 
 
And a covenant is a pact between individuals.  And so in the old days, many, many millennia 
ago, people would make covenants.  But in order to celebrate that covenant that was being made, 
there was a sacrifice and it was the master or the sovereign or the lord who would provide the 
sacrifice.  
 
And they had particular things that they would say to one another, but they would gather 
together, they would sacrifice on an altar, usually a living animal most often.  Sometimes it was 
fruit.   
 
But in the doing of that, what they were saying was, “We are coming together and the offense 
that broke our relationship that was in the animal, or we are going to place it on the animal and 
we are going to burn it, and it’s going to be removed and we are going to be able to have a 
relationship going forward.” 
 
That relationship would last as long as the master or the sovereign or the lord of that particular 
territory lived.   
 
And so we have an opportunity to share because of what Jesus Christ has done through - He was 
the sacrifice, the sovereign, the lord, the master and as long as He lives, we have this relationship 
through Jesus Christ. 
 
God lasts forever; He lives forever.  And so we can have a relationship with Him because of His 
death, because of the death of Jesus Christ.  And we celebrate that this morning. 
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And so let’s pray together as we participate in the Lord’s Supper. 
 
Father, Thank You again for the opportunity of being reminded of Your death.  We are asked to 
do this and we do it to honor You, to celebrate You, and to celebrate Your death. 
 
Thank You Father for the bread that represents Your body that was given for each one of us.  
Thank You for the wine that is here Father, that represents Your blood that created a whole new 
covenant that we can have with You, an unbreakable covenant.  That means that we will have a 
relationship with You that will last forever. 
 
Thank You for taking these ordinary things and ordinary people like us and allowing us to have a 
relationship with You.  Thank You, In Jesus’ Name. Amen 
 
 


