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Experiencing God Pt. 7 
EXPERIENCING GOD IN THE DARK 

 
 
We have been looking under the theme of “Experiencing God”.  The reason why we’ve been 
talking about this is because God is not just known theoretically as some vague belief:  “Yes, I 
believe there is a God out there somewhere.  When I look at the vastness of the universe 
somebody must have made it.  And there are bits and pieces of evidence and a great mind behind 
the existence of our world, and therefore, I believe somewhere up there, there’s a God.”   
 
Well that may be the level of which many of us begin our search for a personal experience of 
God but that in itself is not sufficient.  When the Bible talks about belief, and it does, it talks 
about believing in God.  That is not simply an exercise of the mind in the way that a person 
might believe that there is life in outer space somewhere, it is something far deeper than that.  
Let me illustrate this. 
 
If I were to say to you, “Do you believe there are men on mars?”  You might say “yes” or “no” 
to that question.  If I say to you, “Do you believe in Aspirin?” you’ll realize I’m asking you a 
totally different kind of question.  When I say, “Do you believe that there are men on mars?” 
what I mean is, “Do you believe there are little green men who run around with television aerials 
sticking out of there heads?”  You might say “Yes,” but you probably will say “No.”  When I 
say, “Do you believe in Aspirin?” I don’t mean, “Do you believe there are little white pills in a 
drug store with an ‘A’ written on them because I saw them there last week?  Do you believe in 
them?”  I don’t mean that.  I take for granted you know the existence of Aspirin.  What I mean is, 
“Do you believe that Aspirin do you good?”  I take Aspirin every day.  My doctor told me to, in 
fact, twice a day.  I believe in Aspirin.  What that means is not, “Yes.  I saw one in a drug store 
one day so I believe in them.”  What I mean is I take the Aspirin, and I let it work within me.  I 
experience the benefits of Aspirin.   
 
When we talk about belief in God, you may believe there is a God somewhere but I tell you this, 
that will leave you cold, probably bored, of little interest to you beyond once and awhile 
acknowledging it.  But the kind of God that the Bible reveals to us is a God who reveals Himself 
as someone to be known in our experience.  And we talked about various ways in which we may 
experience God.   
 
We talked about experiencing the love of God and what that means to know that security of His 
love.  We talked about experiencing the will of God, the fact God has a plan and a purpose and a 
direction to our lives.  One of the thrilling things about those little babies here tonight and 
children, and whenever a baby comes into the world, you don’t scratch you head and say, “What 
in the world is going to happen to this child because this is such a corrupt world that we’re part 
of?”  But you can say with confidence, “Lord Jesus Christ.  I want to thank you.  You are the 
Creator, the manufacturer of this beautiful life, and you have a purpose and a plan.”  That’s why 
it’s so important, that’s why we pray for children as we have today, that very early in their lives 
they will know their Maker, their Creator as their Saviour, guiding them and leading them and 
directing them through life.  We talked about experiencing God as our parent.  We talked about 
experiencing the power of God.  We talked about experiencing union with Christ, the fact that 
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we are to be in Him and He in us.  We spent two nights talking about that, how that we’re 
empowered by His presence within us.  But today I want to talk about something that I think is 
very important to talk about if we’re going to be honest about this whole series of  “Experiencing 
God.”  I’m calling tonight, “Experiencing God in the Dark.”   
 
Let me tell you what I mean by that.  You might get the impression sometimes by the way I have 
talked and by the way we generally talk about God that experiencing God is always going to be 
exciting.  It’s always going to be obvious.  And some of us feel, “I don’t see very much in my 
life.”  Now, of course, there are times when you do see God very evidently at work in your life.  
Those are wonderful times.  But there are many times, and the Bible talks about this, when the 
work of God in our experience is not something dramatic.  It’s not something obvious.  It’s not 
something you can explain to somebody else.  In fact, at the time you may have no idea at all that 
God is at work.   
 
There’s a verse that has come to mean a lot to me in recent years.  It’s in Isaiah Chapter 45, and 
verse 3.  And it says,  
 
 “I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places, so that you may 
 know that I am the Lord, the God of Israel, who summons you by name.” 
 
Now God says there, He’s speaking here, “I’m giving you treasures of darkness.” He wrote that. 
Isaiah 45 was written in a time, when as far as the nation of Israel was concerned, all the lights 
had gone out.  They’d been dragged off into exile by the Babylonians.  They had no idea where 
God was in the circumstances.  And God said, “I’m going to give you treasures in darkness.” 
 
You see, darkness sometimes is the sphere where God works in our lives.  It’s not always open 
and clear and obvious.  There are times when we cannot detect the fingerprints of God in 
circumstances that have taken place within our lives.  We hurt with those circumstances.  We are 
tempted to feel God was absent in that time.  God somehow forgot about us.  But in retrospect, 
sometimes it’s years later, we look back, and we see those were some of the times when the best 
work took place in our lives, when we grow the most.   
 
There’s a verse in Psalm 56.  It says,  “You put my tears in your bottle.”  I like that imagery.  
God puts our tears in His bottle not because He has some morbid interest, that isn’t why He 
keeps them in a bottle full of tears, but because God knows that sometimes those tears are a 
much better investment than our laughter ever is.  It’s good to laugh but again and again, it’s our 
tears.  It’s in our tears that God is more active than in our laughter.  
 
I’m going to read you a statement from somebody in the Bible and just talk about him for a few 
minutes, somebody in the Bible who made a statement to God, and I wonder if any of you know 
who said this.  This is somebody addressing God.  Hope you can’t see what part of my Bible it’s 
in, towards the front or the end.  This is what he says.  He says, 
 
 “My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you.” 
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Before somebody shouts of the answer, let me just remind you.  If somebody says, “My ears had 
heard of you,” what they mean was, “I’d heard everything there seemed to be to know about 
God.  I knew it all.”  But something happened and my eyes have seen you.  And seeing God is an 
awful lot deeper than simply hearing about God.  This person says, “My ears had heard of you 
but now my eyes have seen you.”  Anybody know who said that?   
 
Wow!  You’re smart!  Job was the unanimous response there, and you’re right.  When did Job 
say that?  Had he just been to some fantastic, spiritual conference or had some great experience 
where he’d some sizzle down his spine?  “Oh, I’ve seen God!”  I’ll tell you the answer to that 
question.  Job wrote that after 37 chapters of suffering.  I counted them.   
 
He wrote that after going through personal disaster.  He’d become the object of satanic attack.  
He’d seen the death of all his ten children.  He had lost his business.  His livestock had all been 
taken away.  He’d become sick from the top of his head to the soles of his feet.  His wife had 
turned against him.  He’d gone into such deep depression [that] he became suicidal.  And then 
his friends all turned against him and said, “Job, you must be guilty about something here.”  And 
the result of all of that, Job says, not at the time, but at the end of it, Job said, “I’ve seen God.” 
 
Because these very things, this hardship, this satanic attack, this tragedy he’d been through, the 
inner turmoil of his own heart had become the very means by which God came into his life in a 
whole new way.  This was how Job experienced God. 
 
I’m talking about this tonight because there may be some of us here and you’re in a situation 
you’d do anything to be out of.  You’re in a situation you do not understand.  As far as you’re 
concerned, the lights have gone off as far as where is God in all of this.  Yet it may well be, in 
days to come, you look back and say, “I wouldn’t go through it again but I’ve seen God.”   
 
Some of us as Christians are very embarrassed about suffering and about hardship because we 
feel we ought to be free from all of that.  There is nothing in Scripture which indicates that to us.  
It is true that God blesses us in all kinds of ways, and we avoid some of the turmoils and some of 
the pain that sin brings into our lives but there are many times when circumstances and events 
that we haven’t chosen come into our lives, and we would have done anything to have avoided it 
but it’s become God’s tool, God’s workshop for doing things that are good ultimately.   
 
The story of Job is an intriguing one.  If you’ve got your Bible, let me just read Job Chapter 1.  If 
you haven’t, just listen to me.  We won’t read the whole Chapter, just one or two verses from it.  
Job is introduced to us very impressively.  It says in Job Chapter 1 and verse 1, and the Book of 
Job is almost in the middle of your Bible.  You find Psalms, and you turn left.  It’s the first 
along.  That’s how you can find it.   
 
 “In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job.  This man was blameless and 
 upright; he feared God and shunned evil.” 
 
So he was a good man.   
 

“He had seven sons and three daughters …” 
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So he was a family man. 
 “He owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of 
 oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants.” 
 
In other words, he was a successful businessman in a rural environment as the world was at that 
stage.  And it sums it up, 
 
 “He was the greatest man among all the people of the East.” 
 
That’s a very impressive picture:  a good man, a great family, very prosperous.  Then the story 
leaves the land of Uz, wherever that is, where Job lived.  It switches to a scene in heaven, though 
we can only know about [it] because God has revealed this event.  In heaven, it says, God called 
all His angels in front of Him.  Amongst His angels was Satan.  That probably comes as a bit of a 
surprise, if not a shock, when you read that story.  What in the world was Satan doing in heaven? 
 
Remember the story of Satan is that God created a beautiful angel.  God did not create an evil 
devil.  When people say to you, “How come a good God created an evil devil?”  The answer is 
He didn’t.  He created a beautiful angel, gave him the name “Lucifer,” which means “morning 
star,” and we have two occasions in the Bible, and it tells us about this.   
 
One is in Ezekiel Chapter 28.  Don’t turn to it, but very quickly there.  God says to him, “You 
were the model of perfection.  You were full of wisdom.  You were perfect in beauty.  You were 
in Eden, the Garden of God.  Every precious stone adorns you.  You’re on the Holy mount of 
God.  You walked amongst the fiery stones.  You were blameless in your ways from the day you 
were created until your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your 
wisdom because of your splendour.” 
 
And Isaiah 14, the other record, tells us he said, “I want to be like God; it’s not good enough 
being the chief angel.  I want to be like God.”  And it says, “So I threw you to the earth.”  And 
actually, it also tells us, in the Book of Revelations, that when the dragon – that’s how it pictures 
Satan – was thrown to the earth, with his tail, it says, he swept a third of the stars from the sky, 
and angels are spoken of as stars.  That may well mean that one third of all the angelic beings 
joined him in his rebellion.  And the origin of Satan and demonic forces are fallen, rebellious 
angels driven out of heaven by God and whose pursuit is to torment the people of God and 
frustrate the work of God. 
 
Well if that’s the background of that, I find intriguing every once in a while God grabs hold of 
Satan by the scruff of the neck and hauls him up [to] heaven and sits him down and He says to 
him, in Job Chapter 1, “How are you getting on?”  [Satan] says, “I’m going to and fro around the 
earth causing as much trouble as I can.”  By the way, [Satan] is not in all places at all times like 
God is.  [Satan] is not the opposite of God.  God is the good force, and Satan is the bad force.  
God is what we call omnipresent.  He’s in all places all the time.  Satan goes “to and fro.”  He is 
only in one place at a time.  He moves around.  And of course, he’s totally answerable to God.  
That’s why God calls him up and [Satan] said, “I’m doing all right.” 
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 “How about my servant Job?” said God. 
 
And God said about Job, “There is no one on earth like him.  He is blameless and upright, a man 
who fears God and shuns evil.”   
 
“How are you getting on with Job?” [said God.] 
 
And Satan said, “The only reason Job serves you and the only reason Job is blameless and 
upright is because you have made life easy for Job.  You have built a hedge around him.  
Everything goes well for him.  He’s prosperous.  He has a great family, but,” said Satan, “if you 
were to take the hedge down, Job would curse you to your face.” 
 
And God said, “Alright.  If the only reason Job loves me and serves me is because life is easy for 
him, I’ll tell you what Satan, we will take the hedge down, and you can do him in.  But here are 
the limitations.  Don’t take his life.  Don’t touch his body.  Everything else is open to you.” 
 
Now there are two things we can learn from that:  there’s some good news and some bad news.  
The good news is Satan needs God’s permission to attack you.  That’s the good news.  We’re 
told in the New Testament, “No temptation is taken you that’s not common demand but God is 
faithful.  He will not let you be tempted beyond what you’re able.”  God sets the boundary.  Now 
sometimes I have wondered if that verse is really true because I feel tempted beyond my ability 
to withstand.  But it says He will also provide a way of escape in the same verse there.  That’s 
the bit I often don’t look for.  Satan needs permission.  That’s the good news.   
 
The bad news is when Satan asks for permission, God often gives it.  Remember the time Simon 
Peter denied Jesus, and we often talk about Simon Peter denying Jesus when He was taken to the 
cross.  Never forget that just before that happened, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, Simon.  
Satan has asked to sift you like wheat.  But I’ve prayed for you that your faith will not fail.”   
 
“Simon, Satan has asked permission to attack you and permission has been granted,” is the 
implication because “I’m praying for you.”  And in the hours that followed, only in the following 
six to nine hours, you see Peter fall and fall and fall and fall until he ends up in bitter tears. But if 
you know the story of Peter, I think that probably that low, low moment probably was a 
springboard to the good man, the great man, Peter became.   
 
Well, Satan left heaven.  Job knew nothing about this.  First thing Job knew, somebody came 
running in and said, “Job, your oxen and your donkeys were out in the fields, and the Sabeans, 
(some neighbours) came, and they took them away.  And they killed all your servants except me, 
and I escaped to come and tell you.”  And while Job was getting over that, somebody else came 
in and said, “Job, your sheep were out in the field when fire fell from heaven.” Probably some 
lightening bolt ignited the field.  And he said, “All your sheep have been burned up, and most of 
your servants have been killed.  Only I’ve escaped to come and tell you.”  And while Job was 
getting over that, somebody else came running in and said, “Job, the Chaldeans have raided, and 
they’ve stole all your camels, and they’ve killed your servants who were looking after them.  I 
escaped to tell you.”  And while he was getting over that piece of news, somebody came in with 
the worst news of all:  “Job, you better sit down.  Your sons, your daughters, your seven sons, 
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your three daughters were having a party in the eldest son’s house, and a hurricane blew in off 
the desert, flattened the house.  Job, every one of your children died in the fall.”   
 
In the space of just minutes or hours, his livestock, his donkeys, his camels, and his servants, and 
worst of all, his own children, had gone.  Let me read you verse 20, in Chapter 1: 
 
 “At this Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head.” 
 
That’s a sign of mourning. 
 
 “Then he fell to the ground in worship …” 
 
Isn’t that interesting?  If it said, “Job fell to the ground and cursed,” we would have said, “That’s 
pretty strong language but we understand it.  I would have done the same.”  If it said, “He fell to 
the ground and questioned,” we would say, “Of course he did.”  You wouldn’t think twice about 
that.  Nor would I.  But it says, “He fell to the ground in worship.”   
 
Do you know something?  There’s nothing impressive about praising God and worshipping God 
when life is going well:  nothing impressive of praising God for the good things in life.  That’s 
simply being polite.  It’s when you can worship God in the bad things that you really know God.  
Job worships and says,  
 
 “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart.  The Lord gave and 
 the Lord has taken away … 
 
“God owes me nothing” is Job’s attitude.  And it says in all this Job did not sin.  And then the 
scene goes back to heaven.  God calls Satan back up to heaven again.  “How are you getting 
on?” 
 
“Going to and fro.” 
 
“But how are you getting on with my servant Job?” 
 
Satan says, “Well, the last time you told me I could touch everything except his body.  You knew 
that the man is so selfish he doesn’t care about his servants or his livestock or even his own 
children, as long as his own body doesn’t hurt.  That’s all he really cares about.  If you would 
have let me touch his body, then he’d curse you.” 
 
God said, “Alright.  Touch his body.” 
 
The next thing Job knew was he woke up afflicted with sores that went from the top of his head 
down to the soles of his feet, and he sat amongst the ashes itself, which, of course, was sterile.  
Probably why he sat amongst the ashes with all his open sores.  And he scratched himself with 
broken pottery, and then his wife turned nasty, because in Chapter 2 in verse 9, his wife said to 
him, 
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 “Are you still holding on to your integrity?  Curse God and die!” 
 
I’m sure that didn’t help their marriage.  I find the response of Mrs. Job and the response of Job 
interesting because listen.  Job is targeted but Mrs. Job is every bit as much a victim of the 
attack.  Job’s children were her children.  She lost them.  Job’s income and livelihood were her 
income and livelihood.  The interesting thing is that in the same circumstance, Job worships; 
Mrs. Job curses.   
 
You see, all of us can be fair weather Christians.  And what I mean by that is this, when 
everything’s going well, we worship God.  As long as the sun is shining and the sky is blue, 
we’ll be faithful to Him.  But you see, when we face unexpected situations like this, it brings out 
the real me and the real you.  And you see, Job worshipped; Mrs. Job cursed.   
 
One of the reasons why sometimes hardship is good for us, you discover the real you.  Don’t 
ever be so bold as to say to God, “Please show me the real me.”  To do so, He’ll probably put 
you into difficult circumstances.  I know somebody I knew years ago who prayed that.  She said, 
“God, show me the real me.”  She said, “After two months, I said, ‘God, don’t show me anymore 
because what I see I do not like.’”  I remember her telling me this when I was about nineteen 
years of age.  She said, “The Lord said to me, ‘I’m showing you the real you not to condemn 
you, not to rub your nose in the dirt, [but] so you let me clean you up and make you something 
different.’”  I remember thinking to myself, “I’m never going to ask God to let me see the real 
me.” 
 
If you’d been in the church in Uz where Job and Mrs. Job used to attend, of course there weren’t 
churches in those days.  This is one of the oldest books of the Bible.  It predates Abraham.  If we 
were to be in the church, let’s say, and there’s Mr. and Mrs. Job and their ten children sitting in a 
row, we’d say to ourselves, “They’re a good family.  They’re the backbone of this church.”  And 
sure they were, but a week later, thrown into crisis, Job was still worshipping.  Mrs. Job was 
cursing.   
 
One of the things that God does, probably one of the best things God does, is bring us under 
pressure because then we begin to understand what our hearts are really like.  Although Job 
worshipped, he fell then into a deep, deep depression.   
 
You read Chapter 3, he says, “Cursed is the day I was born,” the worst day in history.  He goes 
on to say, “I wish this day could be written out of history, the day my father was told, ‘You have 
a son.’  My father was so pleased.  I wish that day,” says Job, “could be written out of history.  I 
wish I’d never been born.”  He became suicidal.  Three friends came on the scene, and we won’t 
talk about his three friends.  There’s a lot we could say about them but we won’t because of time.  
His three friends came on the scene and for seven days they sat in silence and watched him.  That 
was the best thing they did because after seven days, they opened their mouths, and they tried to 
help him.  And instead, they made things worse. 
 
Basically, their reasoning was this, “Job, there must be something in your life that has caused 
this.”  Job said, “I can’t think of what it is.”  
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“Job, you’re known as a righteous man but obviously there must be some secret sin buried away 
there somewhere that none of us know about but God knows about.  Job, what is that sin?  Bring 
it into the open then you can be restored.” 
 
And Job said, “I can’t think of secret sin.” 
 
They heaped on him this sense of condemnation.  Then one of them said, “Job, what were your 
sons and your daughters doing in that house that night it was flattened?  Do you know, Job?  You 
think they were having an innocent party, Job.  What was going on?  Were there other girls there, 
Job?  Do you know about that?  Were there other fellows there, Job?  What were they drinking, 
Job?  I mean, did they have any needles there?  Job, you don’t know what was going on, do you?  
Why do you think God caused them all to die, Job?  There must be something wrong in your 
children.” 
 
And if it’s one thing to be condemned for yourself, it’s another thing to have your children or 
those you love rubbished before you but that’s what these friends did.  And they said, “Job, if 
only you’d face what is wrong.  If only you’d be honest about what is wrong, and if you’d just 
confess it, then God will restore you.” 
 
There may be some of you here tonight and that’s what you feel is behind circumstances in your 
life.  And you may have confessed sins a million times and nothing changes.  You know that 
may not be the problem at all.  The reality with Job it was not his unrighteousness that was the 
reason why he was attacked by Satan; it was his righteousness that was the reason he was 
attacked.  The complete opposite.   
 
God said, “There is no one on earth like him.  He is upright.  He fears God.  He shuns evil.  He’s 
the best man I’ve got.  Satan, have a go.”  Not, “Well I’ve got a rubbishy guy over here.  He 
needs sorting out.  You can have an attack on him.”  That’s why some of us have to be trusted 
with suffering because some of us can’t be trusted with suffering.   
 
It’s Job’s righteousness, it’s his goodness, that is the reason why he came under attack.  Though 
his friends for thirty-five chapters, I think it is, or 34 chapters, I’ve counted them, and I’ve read 
them.  Thirty-four, thirty-five chapters of nonsense advice.  At the end of it, God said to them, 
“What you have said is not good even though it sounded so pious and so spiritual.” 
 
How does Job survive this?  Let me take you, and we’ll now, just to finish, [look] at the positive 
thing that comes out of it.  How does Job survive this? 
 
Job survives this the way that you and I can survive hardship and difficulty and pain and 
suffering when it comes to us.  In Job Chapter 23, in verse 8, let me read you what Job says.  Job 
23 and verse 8.  To me, this is the key chapter in the book.  Job says, 
 
 “But if I go to the east, He (God) is not there; if I go to the west, I do not find Him. 
 When He is at work in the north, I do not see Him; when he turns to the south, I catch 
 no glimpse of Him …” 
 



Message. Price Experiencing God 4b 9 

Let me pause there.  Job says, “East, west, north, south.  I ask myself, ‘Where is God in all of 
this?’ and my answer is, ‘I do not know.  I cannot see God in this.’”   
 
You know, sometimes we have to die to the right to having an up-to-date testimony of the good 
things God has been doing in the last week or month because sometimes you haven’t a clue what 
has been going on.  Somebody says, “What is God doing in your life right now?”  The honest 
answer might be, “I haven’t a clue.”  Don’t feel a failure for that.  Job says, “I look east, west, 
north, south.  I’m looking for God’s fingerprints, and I can’t see them anywhere.”   
 
“But,” he says.  I’ve said to you before, this word “but” is the biggest little word in the Bible.  
“But,” in contrast,  
 

“He knows the way that I take; when He has tested me, I will come forth as gold.” 
 
[In verse 13, he says,] 
 

“But He stands alone, and who can oppose Him?  He does whatever He pleases.  He 
carries out His decree against me, and many such plans He still has in store.” 

 
Job says, “I don’t know where God is but this is my security:  God knows where I am.  He 
knows the way I take.”  Not only does “He know where I am,” but “when He has tested me, I’ll 
come forth as gold.”  Not “When He has tested me, I’ll come forth as garbage.”   
 
“God is not breaking me.  God is making me.”  God was not the architect of the strife, by the 
way.  God was not the architect of the attack but He permitted it.  Those are two different things.  
God is not behind evil though He permits it.  When he permits it, it’s so that He might then bring 
something good – Job describes it as “gold” – out of here.   
 
I love that verse:  “He carries out His decree, and many such plans He still has in store.”  “Many 
such plans …”  Corrie Ten Boon used to say, “God doesn’t have problems.  He only has plans.”   
 
You see, what to us are the problems are sometimes the underside of a tapestry, and on the 
underside of a tapestry you cannot see what the picture is.  But [what] to us are the problems, to 
God is the picture.  And Job has this confidence:  “I don’t know where God is.  I can’t give an 
up-to-date testimony.  I can’t tell you what God’s been doing in my life.  I can’t see it.  But I do 
know this, that God is not idle.  God is not separate.  God is not remote.  God is not detached 
from this.  God is bringing gold, and He’s fulfilling plans.”  Job is so confident that later in Job 
13, verse 15 he says,  
 
 “Though he slay me, yet will I hope in Him …” 
 
In other words, “There’s only one thing left to do for me and that’s for me to die.  And if I die, 
I’m not going to arrive in the presence of God with a clenched fist saying, ‘What in the world 
were you allowing to go on there?’  If He slay me, I’ll hope in Him.  I’ll arrive and say, ‘Father, I 
haven’t a clue what this was all about but I trust you.  You’re doing something.’”   
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That’s why at the end of the Book, Job says, where we started, 
 
 “My ears had heard of you, but now my eyes have seen you.” 
 
“I’d heard what there was to know about God but I’ve seen God.  How have I seen God?  By the 
lights going off.”  That seems a paradox, doesn’t it?  Going into a tunnel of darkness but I 
experienced God through it.   
 
When we talk about experiencing God, there is the day-by-day living in obedience to Him and 
dependency on Him and trusting Him to work in us and through us.  That is part and parcel of 
the Christian life, and that’s a great joy.  But there are many times in your life when your 
experience of God will have to be walking by faith and not by sight.  You won’t see it.  But you 
trust it.  At the end of it all, He brings treasure out of darkness, to go back to that verse we read at 
the beginning. 
 
Now I know that God restored to Job much of his lost treasures.  If you know the ending of the 
story of Job, God made him twice as prosperous as he’d been before.  It says his brothers and 
sisters presented him with gold and silver so his resources built up again.  Mrs. Job is never 
mentioned by name again but she bore him another seven sons and three daughters.  So she was 
quite a woman!  You can be sure of that.   
 
But I don’t think that meant it’s a happy-ever-after story.  There would always be the pain.  You 
see, you never replace a child.  And although God gave them more children, there’d be times 
when Job and his wife would talk about some of the things one of those children that had died 
had said or done, as parents do.  You recall those funny occasions.  And as they would recall and 
maybe laugh at the memory of what one of their kids had done, their laughter would turn to tears, 
as the heartache of having buried their child would come back to them again.   
 
Yet Job, like Jacob years before him, walked with a limp for the rest of his life, not a physical 
limp but an emotional limp.  You can be sure of that.  But he says, “I’ve seen God.  I’ve 
experienced God.”  It’s when we fight Him, because we don’t understand what’s going on.  I 
repeat because it’s very important we understand this:  God was not the author of Job’s suffering.  
Satan was the author of Job’s suffering.  God is never the author of evil but evil is a reality in our 
world, and, through the evil, God can still produce gold and treasure.   
 
Maybe I’m talking to somebody right now, and you’re saying, “Well, in my life, it’s a long time 
since I’ve seen God in any obvious way.”  But you know as Job could say, “My ears have been 
attentive to His Word.  I’ve sought to follow in obedience.”  He said that in Job 23.  He’d sought 
to live in obedience to God.  And it seems as though God has gone away from you but He hasn’t.   
 
You walk by faith and instead, like Job said, “Lord I want to thank you.  I worship you in the 
difficulty and hardship.”  And you wait for the day when you look back over your shoulder and 
say, “Well, my ears had heard about Him.  I knew lots of things about Him before but now my 
eyes have seen Him.”  This is experiencing God. 
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There’s somebody here tonight and you say, “Well I don’t know Him at all in this kind of way.”  
You may be here as a visitor tonight.  You may be a regular [attendant] but God is still out there.  
It’s the “men on mars” mentality.  You want to begin to experience Him as your Lord, as your 
guide, as your security.  Then you come to Him in humility and say, “Lord Jesus Christ, please 
come into my life.  Take over as my Lord, as my Master, as my King.  Forgive me of those 
things which block you, and, by your Holy Spirit, make your home in my heart.”  And you’ll be 
born again, to use the words of Jesus, of the Spirit of God.  And you’ll begin a new life.  You’ll 
experience Him in all kinds of wonderful ways.  When it’s hard and tough and dark, He’ll still be 
there.  He’ll still be there.  And you trust Him for that. 
 
Let’s pray together.  Lord, we’re grateful tonight that your Word does not provide us with an 
escapism from the realities of life.  Your Word is true and honest, and it presents to us what is 
real.  We live in a world that is fallen.  We live in a world that is hurting.  We live in a world that 
is corrupted.  There are demonic forces that are at work to thwart your purposes and hinder our 
walk with you but thank you that we have a God who is sovereign, a God who is never 
threatened and never frightened and who is utterly trustworthy.  Thank you every one of us here 
tonight is precious to you.  You know everything about us.  We’re not just a number in the mass 
of humanity; we’re someone with a name, with a history, with a future, with a present.  You 
know every hair on our head.  You know every detail of our lives.  You know the influences that 
have moulded us and made us the people we are, and you know the things that you need to do in 
us to untangle some of those things.  And help us to live lives that are wholesome and, above all, 
in touch with you.  Make this real in our lives in a fresh way, we pray.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


